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AGRICULTURE-UNITED STATES SUMMARY 

TABLE I.-FARMS AND LIVESTOCK-NUMBER OF FARMS, FARM ACREAGE, VALUE OF FARMS (LAND 

[The first agricultural census was In 1840 

ITEM 

FARMS AND FARM OPERATORS 

1935 
(Jan. 1) 

1930 
(Apr. 1) 

1925 
(Jan. 1) 

1920 
(Jan. 1) 

Number of farms---------------------------------------------number__ 6,812, 350 6, 288,648 6,371, 640 6, 448,343 
Farm operators, by color: 

White operators __________________________________________ number__ 5, 956,795 5, 372,578 (I) 5, 498,454 
Colored operators __ --------------------------------------number__ 855, 555 916, 070 (I) 949,889 

Farm operators, by tenure: 
Owners_----------------- --------------------------------number.. 3, 899,091 3, 568,394 3, 868,332 3, 925,090 

Full owners __________________________________________ number __ 3, 210, 224 2, 911, 644 3, 313, 490 3, 366, 510 
Part owners __________________________________________ number__ 688,867 656, 750 564,842 558,580 

Managers. -----------------------------------------------number__ 48, 104 55,889 40,700 68,449 
Tenants-------------------- ------------------------------number__ 2, 865, 155 2, 664,365 2, 462, 608 2, 464,804 

1910 
(Apr. 15) 

6,361,502 

5, 440,619 
920,883 

3, 948,722 
3, 364,897 

593,825 
58,104 

2, 354,676 
Croppers (for Southern States only) __________________ number__ 716,256 776,278 623,058 561,091 
Other tenants _______________________________________ :number_ -l====2=, 1=4=8,=8=9=9=I====1,~8;;8,;,8,~0;;8,;,7=I===~1,;;8,;,39;:•;;5,;50;,I===1;;;•,;;8;;;93;;;•,;7;;;13;,I.-=·=·.;.-·;;·,;·;--;;·,;--;·;;;·;;;--;-;;-

FARM ACREAGE, VALUE, AND LAND AREA 
ApprGximate land area _____________________ -------- ______________ acres __ 

Proportion in farms _____________________________________ .percent __ 

Average size of farms ______________ ----- ______ ----------------- __ acres •• 
All land in farms ______________________ ---------------- __________ acres._ 

By color of farm operator: 
White operators _______ ------------- _____________ ------- .acres .. 
Colored operators ______________________ --------------- __ acres __ 

By tenure of farm operator: 
Owners ___ --------- ___________________ ------------ ______ acres .. 

Full owners_----- _________________________ ------ ____ acres __ 
Part owners _________ -------- __________ ------ ________ acres._ 

Managers _______________ ------------- __________________ .acres._ 
Tenants .. _________________ ---- __________ ------ __________ acres __ 

Croppers (for Southern States only) _________________ acres .. 
Other tenants. ____ ------ ____________ ---------- ______ acres __ 

Value of farms (land and buildings) ___________________________ dollars __ 
Average value per farm ____________________________________ dollars __ 
Average value per acre ____________________________________ dollars •. 
By color of farm operator: 

White operators.-------- ________ ------- _______________ dollars __ 
Colored operators. ____________________________________ dollars __ 

By tenure of farm operator: Owners _______________________________________________ .dollars __ 
Full owners __ --------------------------------- ____ dollars __ 
Part owners __ ----- ______ ---------------- __________ dollars __ 

Managers. ____ ----------------------------------------dollars __ •renants _______________________________________________ dollars __ 
Croppers (for Southern States only) ______ j_ _______ dollars __ 
Other tenants._--------------- ___________________ .dollars __ 

1, 903,216, 640 
55.4 

154.8 
1, 054,515, 111 

1, 015, 710, 246 
38,804,865 

657, 048, 544 
390, 977, 830 
266, 070, 714 
60,664,260 

336, 802. 307 
29,838,550 

306, 963, 757 

32, 858,844, 012 
4,823 
31.16 

31, 930, 394, 487 
928, 449, 525 

20, 339, 784, 036 
14, 824, 644, 795 
5, 515, 139, 241 
1, 566, 312, 479 

10, 952, 747, 497 
800, 245, 140 

10, 152, 502, 357 

1934 

1, 903,216, 640 
51.8 

156.9 
986,771, 016 

945, 683, 034 
41,087,982 

618, 375, 790 
372, 449, 683 
245, 926, 107 
61,985,902 

306, 409, 324 
31,604,701 

274, 804, 623 

47,879,838,358 
7, 614 
48.52 

46, 277, 070, 671 
1, 602, 767, 687 

29, 259, 803, 297 
21, 123, 467, 951 
8, 136, 335, 346 
2, 238, 477, 535 

16, 381, 557, 526 
1, 398, 526, 511 

14,983,031,015 

1929 

1, 903,216, 640 
48.6 

145.1 
924,319,352 

~:l 
616, 335, 519 
419, 445, 827 
196, 889, 692 
43.096,946 

264, 886, 887 
22,985,660 

241, 901, 227 

49,467,647,287 
7, 764 
53.52 

31, 016, 628, 338 
24, 208, 740, 333 
6, 807, 888, 005 
1, 600, 950, 390 

16, 850, 068, 559 
1, 133, 205, 380 

15, 716,863, 179 

1924 

Farm land according to use: 
Crop land harvested----------------------------------------acres__ 295,624, 176 359,242,091 344,549,267 
Crop failure (see text) ---------------------------------------acres__ 63,681, 777 12,,706, 583 13.017,949 
Crop land, idle or fallow __ ----------------------------------acres__ 56,023,978 41,287, 216 33,892,686 
Plowable pasture ___ ----------------------------------------acres__ 98,579,038 109, 159, 914 113,567, 498 Woodland pasture __________________________________________ acres__ 108,095,711 85,321,900 76,703,946 
Other pasture _______________________________________________ acres__ 311,225,652 269,672,710 217,687, 145 
Woodland not pastured _____________________________________ acres__ 77,379,254 64,623,825 67,067,215 
All other land in farms ______________________________________ acres.. 43,900,525 44,756,777 57,833,646 

Land used for crops •--- _-------··----------------------------acres.. 359,305, 953 371,948,674 357, 567,216 
Percent of total farm land ____________________________ percent__ 34.1 37.7 38.7 

Land available for crops 6-----------------------------------acres__ 513,913,969 522,395,804 505,027,400 
Percent of total farm land ____________________________ percent__ 48.7 52.9 54.6 

Total pasture land '-----------------------------------------acres.. 517,900,401 464,154,524 407,958,589 Percent of total farm land ____________________________ percent__ 49.1 47.0 44.1 
Total woodland '--------------------------------------------acres__ 185,474,965 149,945,725 143,771, 161 

Percent of total farm land_ ---------------------------Percent__ 17.6 15. 2 15. 6 
Improved land '----------------------·------------------ ____ acres._ ------------------ ------------------ ------------------

Percent of total farm land_ . __________________________ percent __ ------------------ ------------------ ------------------

LIVESTOCK 

Principal classes or livestock on farms and ranches: 

1935 
(Jan. 1) 

1930 
(Apr. 1) 

1925 
(Jan. 1) 

1, 903,215, 360 
50.2 

148.2 
955, 883, 715 

910, 939, 194 
44,944,521 

636, 775, 015 
461, 250, 133 
175, 524, 882 
54, 129, 157 

264, 979, 543 
22,531,053 

242, 448, 490 

66,316, 002, 602 
10,234 
69.38 

63, 786, 058, 855 
2, 529, 943, 747 

39, 864, 222, 907 
30, 710, 720, 764 
9, 153, 502.143 
2, 665, 216, 465 

23, 786, 563, 230 
1, 477, 592, 857 

22, 308, 970, 373 

1919 

3 348, 548, 549 

1, 903,289, 600 
46.2 

138.1 
878, 798, 325 

832, 166, 020 
46,632,305 

598, 554, 617 
464, 923, 315 
133, 631, 302 
53,730,865 

226, 512, 843 

34, 801, 125, 697 
5,471 
39.60 

33, 764, 392, 187 
1, 036, 733, 510 

22, 366, 934, 278 
17, 310, 639, 016 

5, 056, 295; 262 
1, 456, 958, 992 

10, 977, 232, 427 

1909 

• 311, 293, 382 

------------------,.-- ----------------

167, 730, 794 
17.5 

503, 073, 007 
52.6 

1920 
(Jan. 1) 

190, 865, 553 
21.7 

478, 451, 750 
54.4 

1910 
(Apr. 15) 

Horses and mules _________________________________ farms reporting__ 5, 000,478 5, 024,713 5, 365,513 
number__ 16, 676,010 ' 18, 737,524 22, 081,520 10 25, 199, 552 II 23,320,850 

value, dollars__ 1, 392,088, 297 ' 1, 345,728,301 1, 451,040,753 2, 561, 371, 898 II 2, 583, 809, 196 
Horses and mules 2 years old and over _______________ number-- 15, 467, 099 " 17,611,905 20, 618,744 21,872, 594 I6 21,217,734 

l----------l---------l-------~-l----------1-------~ 

Horses-------------------------~------------------farms r~~b~L & ~~~: ~~ ------,-i3;3ii3;ii74- -------iii;4iiii;ii23- IO 1~: ~gi; ~~ II 1~: g~; g~ 
value, dollars__ 913,437,099 ° 903,467,153 1, 001, 520,679 1, 782,077,487 II 2, 062, 952,364 

Mules. _______ -----------------------_--------- ___ farms reporting__ 2, 255, 845 ------------------ ------------------ 2, 259, 746 1, 869, 005 
number__ 4, 818, 160 o 5, 353,950 5, 680, 897 5, 432, 391 "4, 100, 512 

value, dollars__ 478, 651, 198 '442, 261, 148 449, 520,074 779, 294, 411 IS 520,856,832 
Cattle __________ ------------------------------ ____ farms reporting__ 5, 430, 775 4, 803, 174 _____ ------------- 5, 358, 243 5, 284, 916 

number-- 68,284,409 • 54, 250, 300 60, 760, 366 "66, 639, 556 "53, 997,327 
value, dollars__ 1, 387, 896, 074 '3, 184,593,411 2, 019, 488,987 3, 651, 521,490 20 1, 447, 523,474 

Cows and heifers 2 years old and over ________________ number.. 36,930, 584 "28, 335,949 32, 553,845 32, 300, 293 I6 32,649, 114 
Sheep ____ ----------------------------------------farms reporting__ 635,384 583, 578 430, 738 538, 593 610,894 

number-- 48, 357, 506 56,975,084 35, 590, 159 " 35, 033,516 52,447,861 
value, dollars__ 208,871, 101 413,859,962 354,485, 355 395,401,286 232,841,585 

Ewes 1 year old and over _____________________________ number__ 34,000,286 '' 30,795,236 24,591,302 23,518,631 '' 31,933,797 
Swine. -------------------------------------------farms reporting__ 3, 971, 122 3, 535, 119 3, 618,624 4, 850,807 4, 351,751 

number·__ 37, 212, 967 56, 287, 920 50,853, 526 21 59,346,409 58, 185, 676 
value, dollars__ 220,367,009 641,098,909 614,951,004 988,582,380 399,338,308 

Sows !lnd gilts_ --------------------------------------number__ '' 6, 061, 112 " 7, 673,741 "R, 907, 334 n 11, 416, 471 

I Available only for the South where there were 2,299,963 white operators with 290,295,361 acres of farm land valued at $10,243 397,759, and 831,455 colored operators with 
33,894,038 acres of farm land valued at $1,295,809,504. • Includes managers. a Total acreage of crops for which figures are availahle, except for 1919. In that year 14,502,932 
acres of corn cut for forage are excluded as most of this is probably duplicated in the acreage for corn harvested as grain. Acreages of principal crops are shown in table u. 
• Includes crop land harvested and crop failure. ' Includes crop land harvested, crop failure, crop land lying idle or fallow, and plowable pasture. 6 Includes plowable 
pasture, woodland pasture, and other pasture. 'For 1934, 1929, and 1924 includes woodland pastured and woodland not pastured. 'Nominally Includes all land regularly 
tilled or mowed; land in pasture that has been cleared or tilled; land lying fallow; land in gardens, orchards, vineyards, and nurseries; and land occupied by buildings, 
yards, and barnyards. 'Excludes young animals born between Jan. 1 and Apr. 1, 1930. IO Includes 14,545 horses, not classified by age. u The figures exclude colts born 
between Jan. 1 and Apr. 15, 1910, except for 57,938 horses which were not classified by age. a Excludes young anlmals under 1 year of age. " Figures tot censuses prior to 
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ITEM 

FARMS AND FARM OPERATORS 

Number of farms---------------------------number __ 
Farm operators, by color: 

Wlaite operators _______ ------ ____________ number __ 
Colored operators ----------------------number __ 

Farm operators, by tenure: 

1900 
(June 1) 

5, 737,372 

4, 969,608 
767,764 

1890 
(June 1) 

4, 564,641 

1880 
(June 1) 

4, 008, 907 

1870 
(June 1) 

2, 659,985 

1860 
(June 1) 

2,044,077 

1850 
(June 1) 

1840 
(June 1) 

1,449,073 --------------

Owners. ________________________________ number__ 3, 653, 323 2 3, 269, 728 2 2, 984, 306 ___________________________________ -- __ ---- _________ --- ___ _ 
Full owners _________________________ number__ 3, 201,947 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------
Part owners _________________________ number__ 451,376 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

~~~~i);~s~===================:=::=:=::=:~~~g~~=: z, o~: g~~ ------1;294;913- ------i;o24;iiii1- ===:::::::::::: :::::=::::::::: ::::::::::::::: :::::=:=:::=:: 
Croppers (for Soathern States only).number __ , ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------
Other tenants .. ___________________ •. number __ ------- _--- ----- -_ ---- _ ----- ______ -- _ ----- __ --- _ -- ____ ----- ______ ----------- __ -_ --------- __ -- ---- __ ---- ___ _ 

FARM ACREAGE, VALUE, AND LAND AREA 
Approximate land area _________________________ acres .. 

Proportion in farms _____________________ percent__ 
Average size of farms __________________________ acres .• 
All land in farms _______________________________ acres __ 

By color of farm operator: White operators _______________________ acres __ 
Colored operators.----------- __________ acres __ 

By tenure of farm operator: 

1, 903,461,760 
44.1 

146.2 
838, 591, 77 4 

796, 825,751 
41, 766,023 

1, 903, 337, 600 
32.7 

136.5 
623, 218, 619 

1, 903, 337' 600 
28.2 

133.7 
536, 081, 835 

1, 903, 337, 600 
21.4 

153.3 
407' 735, 041 

I, 903, 337, 600 
21.4 

199.2 
407' 212, 5.38 

1, 884,375, 680 
15. 6 

202.6 
293, 560,614 

Owners _______________________________ . acres__ 556, 040, 051 ------------- ______ --- ___________ --- ____________ ------- ____________ ---------- _____________ _ 
Full owners ________________________ acres__ 431,261,249 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------
Part owners _______________________ acres.. 124,778,802 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------. --------------- --------------

Managers _______ . _____________________ .acres__ 87, 518, 186 --------- _ ------ __ -- ____________ ----------- ____________________ ---------- _________________ _ 
Tert,mts _________ -------------------· __ acres__ 195,033,537 -------------· __ ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

Croppers (for Southern States only)_acres. _ --------------- .. ---------------- _________________ ----------- ____ -------- _____________ ---- _________________ _ 
Other tenants __________ -- ________ .. acres._ ---- ------------ ---------------- ---- _ --------- __ -------------- _ -- __ ------ __________ ---------- _____ ---------

Value of farms (land and buildings) _________ dollars.. 16,614, 647,491 13,279,252, 649 10,197,096,776 7,444,054,462 6, 645, 0•15, 007 3, 271, 575,426 --------------
Average value per farm. _________________ dollars__ 2, 896 2, 909 2, 544 2, 799 3, 251 2, 258 --------------
Average value per acre ___________________ dollars.. 19.81 21.31 19.02 18.26 16.32 11.14 --------------
·By color of farm operator: 

White opemtors.---------------------dollars__ 16, 188,427,293 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------
Colored operators _______ --------··----dollars__ 426, 220, 198 ---------------- ---------------- -------------- ___ ------------- _______ -------- _____________ _ 

By tenure of farm operator: 
Owners __________ -------------------_ dollars__ 11, 091, 392, 665 ---------------- ---------------- __ ------------- __ -------- _____ ---- ___ ------ ________ --------

Full owners-----------------------dollars__ 9, 129,327, 740 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------
Part owners _______________________ dollars__ I, 962,064,925 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

Managers----------------------------dollars__ 774,823, 656 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- -------------­
Tenants------------------------------dollars__ 4, 748,426,170 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

8I~~f~~n~~;~-~~~~~=~-~~~~~~~_!}~~~Jl~~:: ===~======:::::= ::::=======:::== :::=:=::=::::::= ::::==:::=::::: =::::=::=:::::: :::::=::=:::::: :=:=:::::::::: 

1899 1889 1879 1869 1859 1849 1839 

Farm land according to use: 
Crop land harvested-----------------------acres__ a 283,218,280 3 219,705, 564 3 166, 186, 584 --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------
Crop failure (see text) ______________________ acres __ ---------------- ------'--------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------
Crop land, idle or faUow ___________________ acres __ ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

~g:~l~~l~~~~~e=: ======= ::=:=:=::::::===~~~:~== ====== =========~ :: :::=:::=:::::: :::::: ==:::::::: :::=: :::: =::::: ==:=::::: ::: === ======= ::::::=: :::::::::::=:: 
Other past are __________ ---------------- ____ ucres __ ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- ---- ----------- --------------
'"' oodland not pastured ______ ---------- ____ acres __ ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------
All other land in farms _____________________ acres __ ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- ------------ -·· 
Land used for crops •----------------------acn>s __ ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

Lan~S:~:fJ~bfet~!~~~~~~ ,J_a_~~ --------:~ :_-_-_---~~~~~~;:: ===:::=::::::: :: :: ::::::=::::::: :::::: ===== ::::: ::::::: ::::::=: :: :=:: :::::::=: :: ::=::::::=::: :::::::::: :=:: 

Tot~e;~~r~r~\!~~1,~~=~-1-~~~~::~: ~~==~ --~~1;:~~;:: :::::::::: := =::: :::::=:: :: =: :::: ======:::::=:: :: ==========::::: ========== :: ::= == :::::=:::=::= :=::::::::===: 

Tot~e~.~eo~l~!jo;~~ _f~~~-~~~~--_-_-:_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-_--~~~~~~;=: ========~==::::: ::=:::: ::::=:=:: ----iiio; 255;744- ---i59;3io: i77- : ====:::::::::: ::::::::::::::: :: ::::::=::::= 
Percent of total farm land ___________ percent __ ---------------- ---------------- 35.5 39.1 --------------- --------------- --------------

Impreved land s_ ----------- _______________ acres__ 414, 498,487 357, 616, 755 234, 771, 042 188, 921, 099 163, 110,720 113, 032, 614 --------------
Percent of total farm land ___________ percent__ 49.4 57.4 53. 1 46.3 40. 1 38. 5 -------------· 

LIVESTOCK 1900 
(June l) 

1890 
(June 1) 

1880 
(June 1) 

1870 
(June I) 

1860 
(June I) 

1850 
(June I) 

1840 
(June I) 

Principal classes of livestock on farms and ranches: 
Horses and mules _______________ farms reporting __ ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

number__ 12 19,985, 178 " 17, 518,120 1a 12,170,296 13 8, 270,785 13 7, 400,322 1a 4, 896,050 13 4, 335,669 
value, dollars .. "1, 060, 636,500 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

Horses ll!nd mules 2 years and over .. number__ 18, 259,452 16 15, 547, 685 ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

Horses--------------------------farms r~~~b~t= "1~; ~~~ ~~~ ---iii5;2ii6;244- ---iiio;357;488- ---1,"7;i45;37ii- ---;,-6;249;174- ---;,-4;336~719- ====:::::=:::: 
value, dollars__ 12 870,616,346 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------

Mnles ___________________________ farms r~~~h~~=: 12 ~: 6~g: g~~ ----ii2;25i;s7ii- ----iii;8i2;8o8- ---;; i;i25;4i5- ---;;i;i5i;i48- -----i,-559;331- :::::::::::::: 
value, dollars__ 12 190,020,154 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------Cll!ttle _________ -------------- ____ farms reporting__ 4, 730, 480 _________________________________________________________ . ________________________________ _ 

number.. 12 52,403,828 11 57,648, 792 11 39, 675, 533 11 23,820, 608 Il 2.?, 620, 019 11 17,778, 907 11 14. 971, 586 
value, dollars __ u 1, 337,914,632 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------Cows and heifers 2 years and over.. __ number__ 28, 694, 827 -------- __ ------ ----- ___________ ------- __ ------ ___________________________________________ _ 

Sheep ___________________________ farms r~~~b~t= 01, ~g~; ~i~ ---li4o;ii76;3i2- ---ii42;i92;o74- --ii28;477;95i- --ii22;47i;275- --ii2i;723;22o- --;,-i9;3ii;374 
value, dollars,_ 170,203,119 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- -----·---------

Ewes 1 year old and over ___________ number__ 31,857,652 ---------------- ---------------- --------------- --------------- --------------- --------------. 'Swine_--------_--------------- __ farms reporting__ 4, 335, 363 ________________ -------- ___________________________________________________ -· _____________ _ 
number__ 62,868, 041 11 57,426,859 11 49, 772,670 11 25,134,569 11 33,512,867 11 30,354,213 11 26,301,293 

Sows and gilts_ ----------------~~~~~h~~~~:: ----~~~~=~~~~~~- =:::::=::=:::::: ::::::::=::::::: ==============: ::=:::::::=:~:: :===:::=::::::: :::=========:: 

1900 were nomin&Jly exclusive of colts. Asses and burros enumerated with mules prior to 1890. H Excludes animals born after Jan. I, 1928. 10 Excludes animals born after 
Jan. I,_ }909, 16 The figure exoludes the number of·horses and mules reported as foaled in 1889 except for 296,777 horses and 5,433 mul~s on ranges and Indian reservations 
for WhiCh no figures for number foaled in 1889 are avaiiable. 11 Figures for censuses prior to 1900 were nominally exclusive of young animals. 1s Excludes colt.s born between 
Jan. 1 and Apr. 15, 1910. "Includes 68,671 cattle not classified by age or sex. " The figures exclude calves born between Jan. 1 and Apr. 15, 1910, except for 1,003, 786 cattle 
not classified by age or sex. 21 Includes 283,686 sheep not classified by age or sex. "Excludes ewes born after Oct. 1, 1928. " Includes ewes born before Jan. 1, 1910. u In­
cludes 4,121 swine not classified by age or sex. "Bred or to be bred to farrow before June 1, 1935. "Farrowing (or to farrow) between Jan. 1 and June 1, 1930. "Sows 
and gilts for breeding purposes, 6 months old and over. 

61435-86--2 


