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EU Corn: Drought in South-Central Europe Reduced Yield Prospects

The USDA forecasts corn production in the European Union (EU) for 2012/13 at 61.5 million
tons, down 3.9 million or 6 percent from last month, and down 3.9 million or 6 percent from
last year. Romania, Italy, and Hungary account for about two-thirds of the month-to-month
drop in estimated production. Harvested area is estimated at 9.4 million hectares, down 0.1
million or 1 percent from last month, but up 0.6 million or 7 percent from last year. Yield
prospects have fallen sharply due to an extremely hot and dry summer in Europe’s southern
corn area. Yield is forecast at 6.58 tons per hectare (t/ha), compared to last month’s 6.90 t/ha,
and last year’s 7.46 t/ha. Abundant May rainfall and increased planted area (due to high
winter-crop losses) led to early expectations of a bumper crop, but rainfall essentially ended in
early June, and corn areas in central-south Europe received only minimal amounts of rainfall
during July and into early August. In addition to drought, excessive heat during July severely
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