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GENERAL CROP REPCRT: DECEMBER 1941

The Crop Reporting Board of the U. S. Department of Agriculture makes the following
REPORT OF CROP ACREAGE and PRODUCTION, for the United States, from reports and data furnished
by crop correspondents, field statisticians, and cooperating State agencies.

——— —

] ACREAGE HARVESTED I PRODUCTION
CROP j (in thousands) | (in thousands)
| Average| | | | Average | i
|_1930-39! 1940 | 1941 || Unit |_1930-39 | 1940 | 1941 _
Corn, all | 98,049 86,738/ 86,089 Bushels|2,307,452|2,460,624'2.672,541
Wheat, all . | 55,8841 52,980 55,831l " | 747,507| 812,374| 945,937
Winter | 39,141| 35,789 39,547]] 569,417| 588,802| 671,293
All spring | 16,742| 17,191 16,284 " | 178,090| =223,572! 274,644
Durum . | 2,786] 3,029 2,546|| " | 27,598| 33.479| 41,800
Other spring | 13,9561 14,162 13,738 " 150,492 190.093| 232,844
Qats .. | 36,487| 35,393 37,972 1,007,141/1,246,050|1,176,107
Barley : : ! 10,707| 13,496 14,049| " 224,970; 310,108/ 358,709
Rye L | 3,320 3,210 3,498 38,472 41,149| 45,191
Buckwheat .. . .. 460 | 389/ 339 v 7,315 6,493 | 6,070
Flaxseed . 1,788| 3,180| 3,202| 11.269 30,886| 31,485
Rice. . . .. 942| 1,069] 1,245 " 45,673 54,433| 54,028
Grain sorghums 1 | 7.564| 10,325] 8,903| " 84,253| 127,894| 153,968
Popcorn . . . .. —| 49| 65||Pounds -——| 68,133] 93,593
Cotton, lint. ... . 31,223| 23,861| 22,376| Bales 13,246 12,566] 10,976
Cottonseed . . —] | | Tons 5,890 5,595/ 4,892
Hay, all.. .. . .. 67,893| 71,806/ 71,893l " | 78,733| 94,541 94,107
Hay, all tame. ... .. 56.102| 60,172 59,232 " | 69,650 85,0761 82,358
Hay, wild ... .... .| 11,791] 11,634 12,661|] " | 9,083 9,465| 11,749
Sweet sorghums 2 3,264 8,732 8,582 " | 4,679] 12,955 15,040
Alfalfa seed. . . .. 556 963 791l|Bushels| 1,028 1,490] 1,017
Red clover seed.. 947 2,051 1,446| " | 1.074 2,044| 1,525
Alsike clover seed . 172 167 120 " 3331 395 | 327
Sweetclover seed. .. 279 345 364l v 831 | 986 | 827
Lespedeza seed. ... 361/ 720 802||Pounds 71,975| 139,790| 169,251
Timothy seed ... . 483 | 399 368||Bushels 1,729 1,240] 1,219
Beans, dry edible 1,716 1,904 2,085|| Bags 3 13,297 16,943 18.788
Peags, dry field. . 261 240 284||Bushels 4,371 3,439 6,315
Soybeans for beans.. 2,052 4,779 5.855 " 35,506 77,374 106,712
Cowpeas for peas ... .. 1,140 1,445 1,490 " 7.280 7,373 8,232
Peanuts picked and
threshed.... .. . 1,486 2,040 1,964||Pounds |1,063,374|1,749,705/1.558,085
Velvetbeans 1 .. .. .. 1,970 2,453 2,153|| Tons 796 974 | 921
Potatoes. ... . .. ... 3,296 2,865 2,733|Bushels| 370,045| 378.103| 357,783
Sweetpotatoes . ... : 882 664 759 " 73,208| 53.811 63,284
Tobacco..... ... o ve oo . 1.676 1,408] 1,350||Pounds |1,394,839]1.455.802|1,279,872

1 All purposes.
2 For hay and forage, but not included in tame hay.
3 Bags of 100 pounds (uncleaned).
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| ACREAGE HARVESTED || PRODUCTION
CROP ] (in thousands) __ || (in_thousands)
| Average | | | Average | l
[_1930-39 | 1940 |__1941 || Unit |_1930-39 |__1940 1941
Sorgo sirup | 219 | 197 | 190 ||Gallons| 13,146| 11,267| 11,681
Sugarcane for sugar 257 270 | 296 Tons | 4,729 4,218 5,597
Sugarcane sirup 137 102 113 ||Gallons| 21,948| 13,415| 18,374
Sugar beets 815 916 757 || Tons | 9,284| 12,292| 10,090
Maple sugar 111,974 | 110,288 | 110,240 ||Pounds | 1,377 550 489
Maple sirup 111,974 | 110,288 |110,240 ||Gallons| 2,642 2,680 2,091
Broomcorn 324 296 251 | Tons | 41 44 47
Hops 30 | 33 35 ||Pounds | 2 34,784|2 42,066|2 40,380
Apples, commercial crop3 —— | Bushels|24125,310| 2114,391| 2126,076
Peaches, total I | | m | 2 54,356|2 54,430|2 69,610
Pears, total | { | | ™ | 227,278/2 31,622 30,819
Grapes, total s l _— | | Tons | =2 2,264| 22,548] 2,651
Cherries (12 States) ] " 2 138 2 178 163
Plums (2 States) \ " 2 70 2 75 2 81
Prunes, used fresh
(3 States) " 47 47 48
Prunes, canned (2 States) " 21 20 38
Prunes, dried (3 States) " 232 178 188
Oranges (7 States) Boxes 60,283| 84,082| 84,482
Grapefruit (4 States) I 24,383 43,033 41,490
Lemons (Calif.) " 8,815| 17,099 14,580
Cranberries (5 States) 28 28 28 ||Barrels 604 580 743
Pecans (12 States) Pounds 64,676 88,426 86,201
COMMERCIAL TRUCK CROPS: | :
Artichokes (Calif. only) 8.5 10.6 10.0 || Boxes 889 848 700
Asparagus, total 110.1 129.9 | 127.5 —
For market 66.6 80.9 | 87.9 || Crates 5,698 7,870] 8,375
For processing \ | l |
(Calif. only) 43.5 49.0 39.6 Tons 50.9 53.9 38.0
Beans, lima, total 44.9 60.3 79.3
For market 12.4 13.8 17.6 ||Bushels 790 975 990
For processing 32.5 46.5 61.7 Tons 18.2 26.1 38.4
Beans, snap, total 206.4 227.3 247.9 |
For market 152.5 165.3 174.5 ||Bushels| 2 12,885| 215,033| 14,819
For processing 53.9 | 62.0 | 73.4] Tons | 81.7| 114.2| 126.4
Beets, total 18.9 23.8 27.7 —
For market 11.2 11.4 12.8 ||Bushels 2 1,964 2,025 2.156
For processing ( 7.7 | 12.4 14.9 || Tons | 44.5| 70.7| 106.7
Cabbage, total 174.6 191.7 181.7 " 2 1,144.3| 1,310.0/21,273.3
For market 154.2 171.0 158.9 " * 988.9| 1,124.8|21,067.1
For kraut 20.4 20.7 22.8 " 155.4| 185.2 206.2
Cantaloups 120.7 128.8 125.9 || Crates| 2 14,607|2 13,202|2 13,605
Carrots 36.6 47.2 | 49.6 ||Bushels| 2 13,100| 17,362| 17,747
Cauliflower 29.4 31.5 32.8 || Ccrates| 2 7,501| 9,992| 8,900
Celery 35.9 42.1 41.7 " 2 9,771 13,001 13,146
1 1,000 trees tapped.
2 Includes some quantities not harvested.
3 See footnote on table by States.
4 Short-time average.
s Production includes all grapes for fresh fruit, juice, wine, and raisins.
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| ACREAGE HARVESTED I PRODUCTION
CROP ’ (in_thousands) I (in_thousands)
| Average| | I | Average| |
|_1920-29|__1240 | 141 ||__Unit |_1930-29|__1940 |__1241
Corn, sweet, total | 344.1 | 340.6 | 450.9 || | | |
For market (N.J. only) | 24.8 | 23.4 | 23.0| Ears | 117,560/ 112,320| 138,000
For processing | 319.3 | 317.2 | 427.9 | Tons | €71.6] 731.5] 1102.2
Cucumbers, total | 126.0 | 136.8 | 148.6 || | —
For market | 45.4 | 41.9 | 42.6 |Bushels!| 1 4,180 4,609| * 4,783
For pickles | 80.6 1 94.9| 1060 "™ | 5,345| 6,298/ 7,860
Eggplant i 3.9 | 3.6 | 4.0 " | 861 | 686 773
Kale, (Virginia only) [ 1.6 | 9 | 1.1 " 572| 243 572
Lettuce | 160.0 | 145.9 | 158.8 || Crates|1 19,941+ 22,754| 23,388
Onions . | 125.1 | 107.2 | 95.2 || Sacks [+ 14,538| 15,368/ 14,060
Peas, total .. | 372.7 | 431.4 | 450.8 || ] -—
For market . | 1c6.0 | 100.1 | 90.3 ||Bushels| : 8,110] 1 8,684 8,039
For processing | 266.7 | 331.3 | 360.5| Tons | 2C3.6/ 307.1] 345.2
Peppers | 18.7 | 21.4 | 23.1 [Bushels| 4,242] 4,769| 5,074
Pimientos for | | I |
processing 12.5 | 15.5 12.7 || Tons 17.8 13.0| 11.2
Spinach, total 76.2 |  80.0 77.0 || —_—
For market | 60.3| 60.1 61.0 ||Bushels|1 12,398|1 12,551 12,053
For processing 15.9 19.9 | 16.0 || Tons | 43.8 39.0| 34.8
Tomatoes, total 555.8 614.6 656.7 || —] ;
For market 183.2 205.0 201.4 ||Bushels|1 20,238|: 24,1261 24,317
For processing | 372.6 409.6 | 455.3 || Tons | 1,579.6| 2,275.8] 2,730.2
Watermelons 260.6 277.4 267.6 || Melons|t 68,419|1 79,408| 67,312
Total above truck crops: |2.,842.9 |3,068.5 13,270.6 | | — |
For market (21 crops) [1,617.4 |1,689.5 |1.679.8 || — |
For processing !
(11 crops) 1,225.5 [1,379.0 |1.590.8 | _—
Garlic 239 3.9 4.0 || Sacks 2 162 153 167
Peppermint 35.6 32.0 | 33.5 ||Poundss 878 1,020 1,080
Potatoes, early 3C6.6 321.2 | 342.9 ||Bushels|: 41,701| 50,652| 49,758
Shallots (La. only) 25.6 4.7 | 4.1 1 2 582 596 495
Strawberries . | 177.0 | 200.2 | 211.1 || Crates|1 11,292|1 14,3851 14,147
| l l
Total, 46 crops 4 337,022 |334,171 |337,798 | --—] —

1 Includes some quantities not harvested.

3 Pounds of oil.

2 Short-time average.

4 Excluding crops not harvested. minor crops. duplicated seed acreages, strawberries

and other fruits.
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I YIELD PER ACRE

CROP | | Average |
l__Unit || 1930-39 | 1940 1041
Corn, all || Bushels 23.5 | 28.4 | 31.0
Wheat, all " 13.3 15.3 16.9
Winter " 14.4 16.5 17.0
All spring B 10.5 13 0 16.9
Durum " 9.3 11.1 16.4
Other spring " 10.7 13.4 16.9
Oats " 27.3 35.2 31.0
Barley " 20.6 23.0 25.5
Rye " 11.2 12.8 12.9
Buckwheat " 16.0 16.7 17.9
Flaxseed . | v 6.4 9.7 9.8
Rice | 48.4 50.9 43.4
Grain sorghums 1 |- I 11.0 | 12.4 | 17.3
Popcorn | Pounds —_— 1,378 1,446
Cotton, lint . b 205.4 252.5 235.4
Hay, all | Tons 1.16 1.32 1.31
Hay, all tame " 1.24 1.41 1.39
Hay, wild ‘ " ‘ .76 .81 | .93
Sweet sorghums 2 . 1.42 1.48 1.75
Alf:lfa seed || Bushels 1.87 1.55 1.29
Red clover seed | I 1.16 | 1.00 1.05
Alsike clover seed | " 1.98 2.36 2.71
Sweetclover seed | I 3.08 2.86 2.27
Lespedeza seed | Pounds || 173.2 194.1 211.1
Timothy seed || Bushels || 3.31 3.11 3.31
Beans, dry edible Pounds || 781 890 901
Peas, dry field Bushels || 16.8 14.3 22.2
Soybeans for beans |- | 16.1 | 16.2 | 18.2
Cowpeas for peas " \ 6.4 5.1 5.5
Peanuts picked and threshed Pounds || 714 858 793
Velvetbeans 1 - " 806 794 856
Potatoes . Bushels 112.6 132.0 130.9
Sweetpotatoes " 83.0 81.0 83.4
Tobacco Pounds 832 1,034 948
Sorgo sirup Gallons 59.6 57.2 61.3
Sugarcane for sugar Tons 18.0 15.6 18.9
Sugarcane sirup Gallons || 159.4 131.5 162.6
Sugar beets . Tons 11.4 13.4 13.3
Maple sugar and sirup Pounds 31.88 3 2.14 31.68
Broomcorn I I 255 296 372
Hops " l 1,171 1,282 1,160
Cranberries Barrels | 21.8 l 20.8 | 26.4

1 All purposes.

2 For hay and forage, but not included in tame hay.

3 Total equivalent sugar pe

r tree.
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- ) o N YIFLD PER ACRE [
CROP I I Average | i
i Unit _ji___1930-39 i 1940 _ | 1941

COMMERCIAL TRUCK CROPS: i 1 l ;
Artichokes (Calif. only). .. | Boxes |l 106 | 80 i 70
Asparagus: For market ........ ...... .. Crates || 86 97 § 95
For processing (Calif. only) Tons i 1.18 { 1.10 .96
Beans, lima: For market. . .. ... Bushels || 64 71 56
For processing ) Pounds || 1,120 1,124 | 1,245
Beans, snap: For market.. ... ....|l Bushels | 85 | 91 85
For processing .. Ce o Tons || 1.52 - 1.84 1.72
Beets: For market....... ........... : Bushels || 175 177 l 169
For processing .. Tons il 5.92 5.70 7.18
Cabbage, total... .. mo 6.56 6.83 7.01
For market ... woo |l 6.41 6.58 6.72
For kraut.. . .. ....... | " 7.70 ! 8.94 9.05
Cantaloups ... R Crates |l 121 ! 103 108
CarrotS .. ... ..o v e Bushels |l 358 | 368 358
Cauliflower e e | Crates || 255 317 271
Celery . e | " I 272 309 315
Corn, sweet: For market (N.J only) H Ears |l 4,740 4,800 6,000
For processing .... ... . .|i  Tons |l 2.12 2.31 2.58
Cucumbers: For market | Bushels || 92 110 112
For pickles. ... R " il 66 66 74
EgEPlant ... . oo o e e e o 222 193 191
Kale (Virginia only) . .. ... ... " | 372 . 270 520
Lettuce . S Crates |i 125 i 156 147
Onions .. Sacks |l 116 | 143 148
Peas: For market . .. . .. Bushels |l 77 87 89
For processing....... Pounds ! 1,500 1,854 1,915
Peppers . . e Bushels || 227 223 220
lelentos for pr009531ng... - Tons |i 1.46 .84 .88
Spinach: For market... Bushels || 206 ‘ 209 | 198
For processing.. ......... .... Tons || 3.10 l 1.84 | 2.17
Tomatoes: For market .............. ... Bushels || 110 } 118 i 121
For processing.. .. ... ... .| Tons 4.23 | 5.56 I 6.00
Watermelons...... coovinioes oeeeiiiiis « s e, Melons | 263 § 286 | 252
Garlic... ... cee e o e Sacks || 1.41.5 ( 39.3 |  42.0
Peppermint ... ... ... .. . |l Pounds 2/ 24.6 i 31.9 i 32.3
Potatoes, early........... ... .. || Bushels |l 136 | 158 | 145
Shallots (La. only)... ... ... .. a I 1 105 ] 127 | 121
...... il Crates il 63.8 | 71.8 | 67.0

Strawberries

1 Short-time average.
2 Pounds of o0il.

APPROVED:
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G. C. Edler,
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Joseph A. Becker,
John B. Shepard,
R. K. Smith,
R. Royston,

John S. Dennes.



ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS
1941

The year 1941 was unusually favorable for crop production, primarily because of
above-normal rainfall in the western half of the country where low rainfall limited
crop production during much of the 1930-39 period. Crop yields per acre were the
highest on record, averaging 2 percent above yields secured in 1940 and 21 percent
above the 1923-32 or predrought average. Yields appear to have been at least fairly
good in practically all parts of the country except in the Western Gulf Coast region,
in South Carolina and in some smaller scattered areas, including southeastern
Nebraska, southeastern South Dakota, and northern New York. Wheat, averaging 16.9
bushels per acre, seems to be the only important crop that set a new high record of
yield this year but this year's yields of corn, tobacco, potatoes, sugar beets,
beans and soybeans have been exceeded only once or twice in the last 70 years and
the yields of oats, barley, grain sorghums, rye, buckwheat, flaxseed, cotton, hay
and peanuts were at levels reached only in unusually favorable seasons. Rice was

about the only important field crop showing below-average yield per acre.

The acreage planted or used for the 46 principal field crops was about the same as ir
1940 but the acreage lost from crop failure was the lowest in more than 10 years.
This left for harvest about 338 million acres, 1 percent more than were harvested in
1940 but still 7 percent below the peak of 364 million acres harvested in 1932 when
the crops included 24 million more acres of corn and 14 million more acres of cotton
than in 1941. Notwithstanding the smaller acreage in these intensively cultivated
crops, the exceptionally high level of crop yields per acre this season resulted in
a near-record volume of crop production, about 11 percent in excess of the 1923-32
or predrought level. In comparison, aggregate production last year was 8 percent
above the predrought level and in the highest year (1937), production was 12.6 per-

cent above that level.

Present estimates of crop production in 1940 include revisions made after compilation
of available records on crop movements, marketings and processing. The estimates for
1941, unlike those issued during the growing season from July to November, are based
in part on the findings of the post~harvest surveys of acreages, yields and produc-
tion on a large number of individual farms. With the exception of fruits and
vegetables, the estimates for both 1940 and 1941 have also been adjusted for
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the results of the 1940 Census erdumeration of crops harvested in 1939, Estimates
for 1939 and earlier years have not vet been revised to allow for changes indi-
cated by the Census; present indications are that the changes in the estimates of
production will be less than 1 percent for most major crops but may be important
in some States and for some of the minor crops, particularly for some crops
which, during the depression years, were extensively grown for home consumption
on part-time or subsistence farms. Between the Censuses of 1935 and 1940, the
number of farms enumerated decreased 1C,5 percent, the number of farrmers re-
porting that they had grown potatoes decreased 15 percent and the number report-
ing sweetpotatoes decreased 34 percent,

The 1941 harvest included only small crops of cotton and .tobacco and slightly
below average crops of potatoes and sweetpotatoes but large vroduction of nearly
all other groups of crops., Only 5 cotton crops in 30 years have been smaller

but tobacco was only moderately below average, Total grain production was larger
than in other seasons since 1920, New high production records were established
for hay and forage' as a group, for fruits and for vegetables other than potatoes
and sweetpotatoes, The list of individual crops which exceeded previous pro-
duction totals includes barley, grain sorghums, sweet sorgmum for for=zge, beans,
soybeans, oranges, the principal vegetables grown for canring, carrols, celery
and a few other vegetabled for fresh market. The corn croo was the lzrgss¢ since
1932, The wheat crop was the largest since the big crop of 1919 which was mostly
planted before the Armistice in 1918, Rice production was probably within 1

or 2 percent of the record crop. The flaxseed crop was the largest since 1902
and the second largest on record, The peanut crop was smaller than that of last
vear but larger than the crops of other yvears, Considering the whole range of
crops and the supplies on hand, the outturn of crops this season ap»ears not

only of near-record volume but rather closely apportioned to meet current needs,

When the production of corn, oats, barley and grain sorghums are combined,

the indicated production of feed grains was about 105.6 million tons. This

is nearly 7 percent more than production last vear and the largest production
of feed grains since 1932, yet present indications are that more than this will
be utilized and that the reserve of corn and oats carried over on farrs next
summer will be reduced from the near-record total of 24 million tons on hand
last July. Recent reports indicate about a 10 percent increase in chickens on
farms and the numbér of units of grain-consuming livestock and voultry fed this
winter is expected to be about 6 percent above the number in the corresponding
period a year ago., Farmers have also been feeding milk cows and probably

some other kinds of livestock much more liberally than in any recent year,

As conditions appear to favor further increases in livestock and poultry

and a continuation of liberal feeding, the total increase in feeding as
cormared with last season will probably be greater than the increase in feed
production,

The aggregate hay and forage crop of 1941 was either the largest or one of the
largest ever produced. There was also a large tonnage of hay carried over from
the big crop of 1940 and the heavy growth of feed on western ranges and south-
western wheat pastures and the mild weather of November combined to permit a

late use of pastures which has tended to reduce hay requirements to date,

The quantity of hay and forage used for feeding during the remainder of the
feeding period will probably be very large if weather conditions are about
average. The number of units of hay-consuming livestock to be fed, although
slightly less than in the winter of 1933-34 appears to be larger than in any other
winter since that of 1922-23, Price conditions also favor the liberal feeding of
hay for the average price of hay is close to the lowest on record in comparison with
the prices of cattle, milk and sheep and .wool and it is also low compared with

the price of grain,
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