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ACREAGE, YIFLD, AND PRODUCTION, UNITED STATES

ACRES HARVESTED 1/ :

PRODUCTION 1/

(In thousands) ~

(In thousands)

CROP : .
o 1968 1969 1970 unit 1968 1969 1970
Corn for grain 55,880 54,598 57,359 : Bu. : 4,393,273 4,582,534 4,109,792
Corn silege 7,833 7,900 8,182 : Tons : 92,059 98,506 9k, 206
Corn forage : 890 852 8uk . :
Sorghnm for grain 13’995 13,525 ]3,751 ¢ Bu. H 739,695 7"“7,280 697’050
Sorglum silage 902 TT5 Thl : Tons 2/ : 9,707 9,083 7,227
Sorgium forage : 2,617 2,759 2,312 : :
Oats + 17,533 17,930 18,580 : Bu. : 939,228 950,023 909,481
Barley : 9,709 9,531 9,642 : Bu. 422,959 k23,547 b10,uks
All vheat 055,262 47,577  L4h,306 : Bu. 1,576,251 1,460,187 1,378,465
Winter 428 36,723 33,453 : Bu. 1,235,063 1,147,194 1,118,039
Durum : 3,570 3,330 2,018 : Bu. 99,501 106,087 50,522
Other spring : 9,264 7,524 8,835 : Bu. 241,687 206,906 209,904
Rice ¢ 2,353 2,128 1,815 : Cwt. 104,075 90,838 82,859
Rye : 1,00k 1,346 1,486 : Bu. 23,365 31,583 38,552
Soybeans for beens : 41,104 40,982  L42,L47 : Bu. 1,103,129 1,126,31k 1,135,769
Flaxseed : 2,008 2,616 2,888 : Bu. 27,067 35,122 29,970
Peanuts harvested H
for nuts 1,436 1,448 1,455 : Lb. 2,542,841 2,523,399 2,986,905
Popcorn : 185 182 134 : Ib. 466,348 545,685 322,768
Cotton lint : 10,160 11,058 11,168 : Bales 10,948 10,009 10,270
Cottonseed : : Tons 4,640 4,186 L 290
All hay : 62,693 62,053 63,234 : Toms 125,522 127,675 127,899
Wild hay : 8,84k 8,616 . : Tons 7,918 8,398 8,368
Alfalfa seed : 550 kot 637 : Lb. 115,843 103,505 140,935
Red clover seed : 498 Le7 496 : Lb. 41,320 45,269 48,115
Sweetclover seed L6 65 64 : Lb. : 9,357 1k,155 12,640
Lespedeze seed : 172 183 161 : Ib. : 38,260 4l 355 36,140
Timothy seed : 134 164 152 : Lb. : 20,218 29,190 25,590
Dry beans 1,434 1,490 1,428 : Cwt. : 17,389 18’89h 17’598
Dry pees 24y 299 290 : Cwt. : 3,725 5,066 3,951
Potatoes H H
Winter 22 20 19 : Cwt. 3,885 3,828 3,582
Early spring 33 33 30 ¢ Cwt. 5,019 5,687 b, 757
Late spring 82 89 81 : Cwt. : 20,450 21,308 21,070
Early sumer 85 85 82 : Cwt. : 13,992 13,487 13,006
Late summer : 12k 17 123 3 Cwt. 29,852 29,118 30,681
Fall 1,030 1,071 1,090 : Cwt. : 220,786 238,475 251,765
Total » 1,376 1,113 1,425 : Cwt. + 293,984 311,903 324,861
Sweetpotatoes L7 146 138 : Cwt. @ 13,591 1k4,654 14,086
Tobacco : 880 920 899 : Lb. : 1,710,398 1,804,165 1,905,751
Sugarcane for : H :
sugar and seed 606 536 586 : Tons : 24,825 22,615 25,230
Sugarbeets : 1,k10 1,581 1,415 : Toms : 25,363 27,736 25,976
Meple sirup 3/ : Gal. : 983 1,032 1,110
See footnotes at end of table.
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Total 59 crops 5/

295,099 286,665 289,196

ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION, UNITED STATES CONTINUED
: ACRES WARVESTED 1/ PRODUCTION 1/
CROP : _(In thousends) : (In thousands)
©1968 D 1969 | 1970 [ unit 1968 Po1969 1970

Broomecorn : 111 106 97 : Tons : 17 17 15
Hops : 28 27 28 : Ib. 43,733 41,763 45,863
Com'l. vegetables : : :

For fresh market : 1,578.2 1,630.0 1,599.6 : cwt. 221,82 221,906 223,874
For processing . 2,011.7 1,717.0 1,611.9 : Tons : 12,094.8 9,382.k4 9,317.2
Apples, com'l. crop : :+ Lb. : 9,441,900 6,751,800 5,3’-" 5100
Peaches : : Ib. : 3,590,700 3,665,400 3,036,500
Pears s : Tons : 616 712 541
Grapes : : Tons : 3,549 3,898 3,102
Cherries : : Tons : 228 278 238
Plums (Calif.) : : Tons 106 67 123
‘Dried prunes (Calif.): : Tons : 153 130 200
Prunes and Plums, : : :

other States : : Tons 4o 90 k5
Cranberries : 21 21 21 ; Bol. 1,468 1,823 2,087
Apricots : : Tons 1o 231 176
Avocedos }/ : : Tons 52 Th L7
Dates : : Tons : 23 17 16
Figs : : Tons 52 58 50
Nectarines : « Tons ¢ 64 66 66
Olives (Calif.) : : Tons ¢ 86 70 53
Persimmons : : Tons : 1.5 1.6 1.4
Pomegranates : : Tons 2.9 3.0 3.6
Tung Nuts : : Tons 17 19 16
Almonds : : Tons : h 122 128
Filberts : : Tons 8 9
Pecans : : Lb. @ 192,500 225,100 149,200
Walnuts : : Tons : 1 107

CTTRUS FRUTTS P unit } 1967-68 1 1968-69 @ 1969-70

Oranges : : Boxes : 124,570 183,560 185,660
Grapefruit : : Boxes 44,058 54,170 53,910
Lemons R H Boxes 16,850 15,810 15,520
Limes H . Boxes 720 T00 725
Tangelos : + Boxes : 1,700 1,800 2,500
Tangerines : : Boxes : 3,510 4,210 3,980
Temples : : Boxes : 4,500 4,500 5,200

I/ Does not include Alaska and Hawaii data except for commer
2/ Green weight. 3/ Includes sirup later msde into sugar.

cial vegetables and sugarcane.
4/ Year of bloom. 5/ Excludes
K]aska and Haweil acreage totals, crops not harvested, minor crops, duplicated seed acreages,
strawberries and other fruits.

YIELD PER ACRE 1/

CROP : Unit : 1968 : 1969 : 1570
Corn for grain : Bu. 78.6 83.9 71.7
Corn silage . Tons 1.8 12.5 11.5
Sorghum for grain . Bu. 52.9 55.3 50.7
Sorghum silage . Tons 2/ 10.8 11.7 9.7
Oats . Bu. 53.6 53.0 48.9
Barley I Bu. 43.6 Ll Y 4.6
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ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION, UNITED STATES CONTINUED

YIEID PER ACRE 1/

CROP : Unit : 1968 : 1969 : 1970
All wheat . Bu. . 28.5 30.7 31.1
Winter : Bu. : 29.1 31.2 33.4
Durm : Bu. : 27.9 31.9 25.0
Other spring : Bu. : 26.1 27.5 23.8
Rice : Ib. : 4,422 1,268 L,566
Rye : Bu. : 23.0 23.5 25.9
Soybeans for beans : Bu. : 26.8 27.5 26.
Flaxseed : Bu. : 12.9 3.k 10.L4
Peanuts harvested for nuts : Lb. : 1,771 1,74 2,053
Popcorn H Lb. H 2,517 3,007 2,403
Cotton, lint : Bale : 516 L34 4L
All hay : Tons : 2.00 2,06 2,02
Wild hay : Tons : .90 .97 b
Alfalfa seed : Lb. : 211 208 221
Red clover seed : Lb. : 83 97 97
Sweetclover seed : Ib. : 204 218 199
Lespedeza seed : Ib. : 222 22 224
Timothy seed : Lb. : 150 178 168
Dry beans : Lb. : 1,213 1,268 1,232
Dry peas : Lb. : 1,527 1,694 1,363
Potatoes : H
Winter : Cwt. : 177 193 191
Early spring : Cwt., : 152 175 161
Late spring : cwt. : 248 2k1 260
Early summer : Cwt. : 164 159 159
Late summer : cwt. : aL2 2k9 29
Fall : Cwt. : 21k 223 231
Total : Cwt. : 214 221 228
Sweetpotatoes : cwt. : o7 101 102
Tobacco : Lb. : 1,943 1,91 2,120
Sugarcane for sugar and seed Tons : ln.0 k2.2 113-1
Sugarbeets : Tons : 18,0 18.0 18.4
Broomcorn : Ib. : 299 320 304
Hops : Lb. : 1,540 1,547 1,656
Cranberries : Bbl. : 69.4 86.1 97.3
1/ Does not include Alaska and Hawaii date except
for sugarcane. CROP REPORTING BOARD:
2/ Green weight. G. D, Simpson, Chairman,
M, L. Koehn, Secretary,
J. R, Kendall, C. E, Burkhead,
E. C. Wilcox, H. M, Brewer,
APPROVED: F. M. Coleman, P. L. Doctor,
C. O. Doescher, R. L. Freie,
L. Fretwell, S. L. Guy,
G. D, Hasenmyer, C. A, Hudson,
R. B. Karnes, C. J. Koines,
D, C, Ledford, R. C. Max, Jr.,
H, F. Prindle, C. D. Spencer,
ACTING SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE J. R, Standley, J. L, Wilson.
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1970 ALL CROP PRODUCTION THIRD HIGHEST OF RECORD

Total 1970 Crop production dipped below 1968 and 1969 with less corn production
the major cause as dry weather and southern corn leaf blight took their toll. Esti-
mated corn production of 4,110 million bushels is 10.3 percent (473 million bushels)
less than 1969 corn production. The current estimate is 1L4.7 percent (710 million

bushels) below the July 1 forecast but 0.1 percent (6 million bushels) above the
November 1 forecast.

The "all crop" production index of 118 for 1970 (1957-59=100) is L4 points (3
percent) below last year's record high of 122, and 2 points below the 1968 index.
The decline from last year resulted largely from lower feed grain and food grain
production. Output of oilseeds, hay, tobacco, and potatoes was record high. In
addition, production of sugarcene, maple sirup, hops, and alfalfa and red clover
seeds was above last year.

Lower Crop Yields Per Acre

Crop yields per acre in 1970 were generally good, but fell short of last year's
record high levels. Despite the reduction, yields for a number of crops were above
1969 and some set record highs, among them: winter wheat, rye, rice, peanuts,
tobacco, sugarcane, potatoes and sweetpotatoes. Crops yielding less per acre than
in 1969 include corn, oats, barley, sorghum, spring wheat, soybeans, flaxseed, hay,
dry beans and dry peas.

The composite index of yield per acre of 28 major crops for 1970 is 126, 6
points (5 percent) below last year's record high 132. The current index is the
third highest of record. Tt was exceeded in 1968 and 1969.

Total Planted Acreage Up Slightly

Acreage of the 59 major crops planted or grown in 1970 at 301 million acres
was O.4 percent -- 1.2 million acres more than last year. Except for last year,
this is the lowest since 1966. Farmers were able to plant most of their intended
acreages although sorghum plantings were well below March intentions in Texas,
Oklahoma and Kansas. Cool, wet weather delayed spring seeding in North Dakota and
Minnesota, barring planting of some intended small grain acreages -- particularly
in the Red River Valley.

Acreage planted to feed grains and oilseeds increased 3 percent each, but
acreage planted in food grains was 8 percent less than in 1969.

Total Harvested Acres Up 1 Percent

Acreage harvested for 59 major crops in 1970 totaled 289 million, 1 percent
or 2.8 million more than last year. After planting acreage losses were less than
a year ago. Of the major crops, wheat, corn, cotton, sugarbeets and potatoes
showed significantly less abandorment. Abandorment of sorghums, flax, dry beans
and dry peas was up from a year ago.
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1970 Crop Season Less Favorable Than Iaest Year

The 1970 crop season will be remembered as the year of widespread Southern
corn leaf blight infection. Early prospects for an outstanding crop year in many
States failed to materialize as the season progressed. Corn prospects declined
the most. Crops were hampered in various States because of dry conditions, insect
damage, heavy infection of plant diseases and unfavorable late season conditions
for harvest.

Southern corn leaf blight was reported in Florida during the spring and in
June and July spread throughout the deep South. The blight continued its north-
ward movement into the mid-Southern States (Kentucky, Tennessee and the Cerolinas)
and by August was serious in Illinois, Indiana, and Chio. The blight, along with
continued dry weather in the Plains, kept corn yields well below last year.

Fall seeded grains entered the winter in generally good condition in most U. S.
areas, and winter losses were light. The Great Plains received little precipitation
during the winter, but snow and rain in late March and early April restored surface
moisture to a generally satisfactory level. Winter conditions favored grains in
the Pacific Northwest, but were only fair in Montana. Early-May high temperatures
and strong winds forced grain maturity and caused varying degrees of drought damage
to wheat in the Southern Plains. Widespread rains in late May and early June
restored moisture to the Great Plains and the crop responded strongly. Harvest
started on the Southern Plains in late May and moved north slowly. Rainy con-
ditions held combining to a minimum until favorable weather in mid-June speeded
maturity and allowed repid harvest progress. Dry weather in the Midwest enabled
growers to finish harvesting in July and the good conditions carried into August
allowing winter wheat harvest in Montana and the Pacific Northwest to progress to
the cleanup stage by September 1.

Early spring fieldwork lagged behind the usual schedule in most Atlantic and
South Central States because cool weather and heavy rains idled planting equipment.
Spring planting in the North Central States got off rather slowly, but advanced
rapidly in early May -- especially in the Western Corn Belt. But, planting lagged
in Tllinois and Missouri due to soft fields. Corn planting neared campletion in
the Corn Belt by early June. Soybean planting following a similar pattern, except
for some acreage planted as late as July 1. Outside the Corn Belt some farmers
delayed soybean planting (after small grain harvest) because of scant soil moisture
for germination. Sorghum planting on the Great Plains was completed well ahead of
last year, and cotton planting was over by June 1 except in Texas and Oklshoma.

The summer started out rather dry as June rainfall was less than normal over
much of the Nation, and moisture continued scarce in many Central and Western areas
during July and August. The most severe drought occurred in Texas, Oklahoms and
western Arkansas. Conditions also were dry in Kansas, Nebraska, western Iowa and
parts of South Dakota. Meanwhile, hard thundershowers in June caused some flood-
ing in Illinois and Missouri, and in July, tropical storm "Becky" brought substantial
rains to ease the dry conditions in South Carolina and Georgia. Heavy rains after
mid -September delayed crop harvesting and planting from Texas to the Great lakes,
when over 10 inches of rain fell over the Central Corn Belt.
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Most of the Rocky Mountain States received adequate rainfall and had a
good crop year. Conditions were somewhat dryer along the Pacific Coast dur-
ing the summer, but most crops were made before the heat and drought took
effect. Irrigation water supplies were adequate to excellent in most Western
Areas this year.

Mild fall temperatures delayed the season's first major killing frost
(except in the West) and allowed crops to mature fully. The corn crop matured
ahead of the mid-October killing frosts in the major corn States, and soybean
farmers in the middle Atlentic States had to wait until mid-November for the
first frost to speed soybean maturity.

Fall harvest operations got off to an early start as the corn crop matured
ahead of normal and growers concentrated on harvesting their acreage. Above
normal rainfall kept corn fields wet during periods of September, October and
November. Nevertheless, picking was completed 1 to 2 weeks shead of last year
in the Corn Belt. Combining of the soybean crop was slow in the North Central
States. Growers geve top priority to getting in the corn crop, delasying soy-
bean harvest about 2 weeks later than normal.

In Texas and the Southwest fall harvest operations made excellent headway,
and cotton picking wes well shead of 1969. Cotton picking did not fare as well
in the East because inclement weather stopped picking many times, lowering
qualitye.

Harvest conditions were good along the Atlantic Coast, but cold tempera-
tures and soft fields often caused problems in the northwestern part of the
country.

eed Grain Production Down cent

Production of the four feed grains (corn, oats, barley and sorghums)
totaled 159.0 million tons, 9 percent less than the 1T4.6 million tons produced
last year, and 10 percent below the record high 1967 output of 176.0 million
tons. Total acreage of feed grains harvested increased 4 percent from last
year, but lowered yields more than offset the increased acreage. However, the
current output is still the fourth largest of record.

Production of each of the four feed grains declined from last year.
Drought and southern corn leaf blight reduced corn production 10 percent below
a year ago despite a 5 percent increase in harvested acreage. Dry weather in
the Central and Northern Great Plains also cut barley, oats and sorghum yields.
Ue. Se production of barley was down 3 percent, oats 4 percent, and sorghum T
percent. The composite yield per acre for all feed greins was 1.60 tons, down
from 1.83 last year end 1.74 in 1968.

Food Grain Output Down 5 Percent

Combined food grain production (wheat, rye and rice) was 46.6 million tons
in 1970. This is 5 percent less than the 49,2 million tons last year and 12
percent below the 53.1 million tons in 1968. Total acreage harvested was down
T percent from last year, and 19 percent below 1968, reflecting reductions in
acreage allotments of wheat and rice.

Record winter wheat ylelds partly offset the decline in acreage, and pro-
duction of all wheat was down only 6 percent from last year. Winter wheat, the
mejor food grain, declined 3 percent. Durum output was less than half of last
year, but production of other spring wheat was up 1 percent.
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Rice yields were record high but production was 9 percent less than last
year, because acreage harvested was down 15 percent. Excellent rye yields and
a 10-percent increase in harvested acreage pushed rye production 22 percent above
last year.

Oilseed Production Up 1 Percent

Record output of soybeans and peanuts pushed the total 1970 production of
oilseeds to a record high 40.7 million tons. This is 1 percent more than 1969
and 2 percent above 1968. Total acres harvested was 3 percent more than a year ago.

Soybean production set a new record high, 1 percent above last year. Harvested
acreage increased 4 percent but yields per acre were below a year earlier in about
three-fourths of the States. Production of peanuts increased to a record high,

18 percent more than last year, and 17 percent above the 1968 record crop. Yields
per acre were far above previous levels and acreage harvested was up slightly from
a year ago. Production of cottonseed increased 2 percent. Despite a 10-percent
increase in harvested acreage, output of flaxseed declined 15 percent because dry
weather in major areas sharply lowered yields per acre.

Hay Production Up -- Silage Down

Tonnage of 'all hay" harvested in 1970 set a record high 127.9 million tons,
compared with 127.7 million tons last year and 125.5 in 1968.

The yield per acre at 2.02 tons was slightly less than last year's record high
of 2.06 tons. Acreage harvested increased 2 percent to 63.2 million acres. Spring
conditions generally favored hay, and first cuttings were good. Dry weather in
July and August lowered some yields but with more favorable weather in September
late hays generally yielded well.

The combined tonnage of corn and sorghum silage was down 6 percent from last
year. Acreage harvested was up, but decreased yields per acre more than offset
the increased acreage.

Tobacco Output Up 6 Percent

Record yields per acre pushed all tobacco production 6 percent above last
year despite a 2-percent decline in acreage harvested. Production totaled
1,906 million pounds. The yield per acre was 2,120 pounds and acres harvested
899 thousand. Increases in production of flue-cured and cigar binder accounted
for most of the gain from 1969. Partly offsetting were declines in burley,
southern Maryland, fire-cured, dark air-cured, cigar filler and cigar wrapper.

Maple Sirup and Sugarcane Up -- Sugarbeets Down

Production of sugarcane for sugar at 24.3 million tons was up 12 percent from
last year. The yield per acre increased from 43.2 to 43.9 tons in 1970. Harvested
acreage increased 9 percent. Acreage was up 12 percent in Florida and 13 percent
in Louisiana but, acreage in Hawaii, not under allotment, was up about 1 percent
from last year. Maple sirup output was placed at 1,110,000 gallons, 8 percent
more than last year and 13 percent above 1968.

Sugarbeet production declined 6 percent. The yield per acre was slightly above
last year but acreage harvested dropped 8 percent. Bstimated production of sugar
(raw basis) from sugarcane and sugarbeets is 7 percent above last year.

ANNUAL CROP SUMMARY, December 1970 -9 - Crop Reporting Board, SRS, USDA



Dry Bean, Dry Pea and Popcorn Production Down

Production of dry beans in 1970 was 7 percent less than last year, but
1 percent above 1968. Both acreage harvested and yield per acre were down
from 1969. Heavy rains in July caused considerable flooding in parts of
Michigan. Large acreages were lost and many more weakened by long periods of
excess moisture. Unfavorable harvesting conditions reduced yields and caused
considerable abandonment in Michigan and New York.

Dry pea production (excluding Austrian) was 22 percent below last year,
but 6 percent above 1968. Acreage harvested was down 3 percent from last year.
The yield per acre was down to 1,363 pounds from 1,694 pounds in 1969.

Popcorn production, at 323 million pounds, was 41 percent below 1969, and
the smallest crop since 1963. Acreage harvested was down 26 percent and yield
per acre down 20 percent.

Total Seed Crops Up 7 Percent

Production of 17 kinds of seeds for hay, pasture, turf and winter cover
crops totaled 607 million pounds in 1970--7 percent more than in 1969. Pro-
duction was above a year ago for all three winter cover crops and for six of
the eight grass seeds estimated. Total production of the six legume seed
crops was 14 percent above a year ago. This increase is attributed to alfalfa
and red clover seed, because production declines were registered for sweetclover
white clover, Ladino clover and lespedeza seed. Turf grass seed production was
5 percent more than 1969. The acreage of seed crops harvested amounted to
2,171,650 acres, 9 percent more than the 1,998,020 acres harvested in 1969.

Deciduous Fruits and Edible Tree Nuts Decrease

Deciduous fruit growers harvested 9.6 million tons of fruits this year,

13 percent less than 1969. Cranberries and plums and prunes in California were
the only deciduous fruits that showed more production than last year. Grapes
accounted for over half of the decreased tonnage, and at 3.1 million tons was
20 percent less than 1969. Apple growers harvested 3.2 million tons, 6 percent
below 1969. The peach crop was 17 percent, and the pear crop 24 percent, below
last season. Tart cherry production was down 20 percent and the sweet cherry
crop 8 percent less than last year. Apricot tonnage dropped 24 percent below
1969. 1In California the fig crop was down 13 percent, but the nectarine crop
was the same as last year.

Total edible tree nut production was 8 percent below last year. Growers
of almonds, walnuts, and filberts expect to harvest more nuts than last year.
But these larger crops are more than offset by a sharp decline expected in
pecans. Pecan growers foresee a harvest of only 74,600 tons of pecans, 34 per-
cent less than last year.

More Fresh Vegetables - Less Processing Vegetables Produced

Production of the 22 principal fresh market vegetables and melons in 1970
was 1 percent more than in 1969. For the major crops, increases from a year
ago in the output of cabbage, sweet corn, lettuce and onions more than offset
smaller production of carrots, celery and tomatoes.
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