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Thanksgiving Period Marks Harvest Succeus for Reduced Work Force

By late November farms were rapidly completing harvest of the Nation's largest
total production year, using a record-small work force. The total of 5,063,000
persons working on farms in the survey week of November 21«27 was 3 percent under
the previous low for the date reached last year.

The total of 1,151,000 hired workers employed in the survey week was 2 percent
below a year earlier and to this extent the lowest of record for this date. This
reduced force represented a sharp seasonal decline from the level of more than
two million hired workers employed in June, July, and August. Temands for sea-
sonal workers for harvest of vegetable. and fruit crdps had ended in most areas.
In California, extremely heavy rains held farm employment below the usual level
for the season. Corn in parts of the Corn Belt and much cotton in the southe
west remained to be harvested. However, most regions had smaller numbers of
hired farm workers than last year or other recent years.

The faym family working force of 3,912,000 persons was about 3 percent smaller
than last year but was able to handle all of the work on over three-fourths of
the Nation's more than three million farms. Weather continued open and warm
past Thanksgiving over most of the Nation, helping to make good living for both
people and livestock.

Hours Per Worker Show Seasonal Tecline

The average number of hours worked per person at farm work on reporting farms
during the survey week of November 21-27 declined from a month earlier as harvest-
ing operations reached the final or clean-up stzges across the country. Farm
operators averaged 41.2 hours of farm work during the survey week, a decline of

5.3 hours. Except for the New England States, declines from a month earlier

were reported for all regions and ranged from 3.4 hours lower in the South Atlantic
States to 7.6 fewer hours in the rain-drenched Pacific States. Other family
workers averaged 30.4 hours, a drop of 2.3 hours from the survey week in October

1965.

Hired farm workers averaged a work week of 33.0 hours, down 2.7 hours from a
month earlier. Hired workers averaged fewer hours in all regions except the
South Atlantic and West South Central regions where the averages were less than
one-half hour higher. The average for all farm workers was 36.56 hours, a decline
of 3.1 hours from the October survey week.
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The Year's Record to Date-Total Farm Worker Numbers 9 Percent Below 1964

A sumary of estimates of farm worker numhers representing averages for survey
weeks January through November by 3tates appears on page 5. For the 48 con-
terminous States the average number of persons working in the selected survey
week each month this year, 5,737,000 -9 percent below last year. Compared with
the 5 year average (1959-63) for the szme months, this year's total farm working
force was 19 percent smaller.

The average number of hired workers, at 1,549,000, was 8 percent less than in
1964 and 21 percent less than in the 5 previcus years, 1959-63. The numbers
reported in such comparisons generally represent the total of jobs in survey
weeks., FPecrieecf chezrging rerscrrel, esteciclly zuong esececral workers, they are
less than the total of persons who did any farm work.

The reduction in hired workers this year has affected growers of different
ccmmodities and in different locations in very different ways. In cotton harvest,
livestock production, and mamny other phases of farm work, labor saving machines
and methods replaced hired workers at an accelerated rate. The repeal of Publie
Law 75 by the Congress, effective through 1965, ended an arrangement for hiring
Mexican "braceros" and workers from other foreign countries who had come to be
highly regarded by growers of certaln ecrops having difficult harvest conditicns
or reak harvest demands. The arrangements for obtaining such workers under
Public law 4il were such as to greatly restrict the use of foreign workers and

to spur new attempts to provide satisfactory domestic replacements. Although the
result to scome growers was reportedly a difficult and expensive harvest season,
the total harvest picture appears to have been generally successful. In scome
important instances favorable weather helped greatly. Moderate temperatures in
California and elsewhere at critical periods aided more even progress of maturity
for erops such as asparagus, tomatoes, and fruits than in some years, and pre-
vented larger crop losgses than had been feared. Use of specialized harvesting
machires incressed, and tre svallable seascnal lakeor was carefully utilized o
reduce loss of time between crops. The 1965 experience doubtless will have an
important influvence on the plans of many growers for next year.

Faym family workers cn home farms during January-November this year averaged
4,188,000, or 9 percent less than for the same period last year. This represents
a new annual low and is about 18 percent below the 1959-63 average. TIncluded as
family workers are all farm operators who work on their farms during the survey
weeks and other family members who work as much as 19 hours per week without
receiving cash wages. Farm chores, marketing, and other farm business are in-
cluded as farm work. Housework is excluded.

The representation of this remarkable group of people referred to as "family
workers” by a series of numbers such as printed in this report falls far short
of conveying thelr importance to the Nation and the World. An appropriate
rersonal appraisal would need to recognize such characteristics as business and
management abilities, reinforced by attitudes such ag love of the land and con-
tinuing concern for their flocks and herds. To this is added the gquick accept-
ance and mastery of new machines and méthods making possible the attaimment of
new high levels in work and production efficiency.
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Farm employment and indexes, November 1965, with comparisons, United States

Annual : Annual : November : November: November
average , : average : average, : 22-28, : 21-27,

:1959-63 1/ : 1964  :1959-63 1/ : 196k : 1965

FARM EMPLOYMENT

( Thousands) :
TOtal +reeeesevnssnserast 0,907 6,110 6,248 5,208 5,063
Family 1abor .eveeveeees: 5,040 b,506 L,728 4,053 3,912
Hired labor ......... e 1,867 1,604 1,520 1,175 1,151
INDEXES 2/ ;
(1910-14=100) :
TOtaLl tosernvensranansnst 51 4s 50 Lo 40
Family 12bor .....vveess: 50 Ly Lo ko Lo
Hired 18bor .eevsnvenses: 55 i 54 Lo i)
(1957-59=100) :
TOtAL sovvuvsuvrannnsnnat 92 82 90 76 73
Femily 18bOT .ecveveesent 91 82 89 T7 Th
Hired 1abor .vvvsvnvasne : 95 82 gh 72 71

i/ Employment during the last full calendar week ending at least one day before
the end of the month.

g/ Monthly indexes are adjusted for seasonal variation.

Farm Wage Rates and Indexes, October 1, 1965, United States

: Annual : October : :
. average : average : October 1,, October 1,

1964 : 1959-63 : 1964 [ 1965

FARM WAGE RATES

Composite rate per hour 1/ ..........: $ 0.904 $ 0.847 $ 0.915 ¢ 0.98
Per month with house .eevevevranananar 212 ige 206 220
Per month with board and room .......: 162 150 161 172
Per week with board and rocm «.......:  38.50 36.25 38.00 40.25
Per week without board or room ......: L49.50 L. 75 ht.25 50.25
Per day with hOUSE ..evvevennnenneanst 5.90 5.50 6.00 6.40
Per day with board and rocm ...ee.... : 7.10 6.40 6.90 7.20
Per day without board or room .......: 7.30 7.10 7.60 8.00
Per hour with HOUSE «v.vevevrennorens : .97 1.02 1.09 1.16
Per hour without board or rocm ......: 1.08 .93 1.01 1.09

INDEXES 2/ :

(1910-14=100) e v e envrnnennnnn Chereneeeeeat 695 638 69k Th6

(l957—59=100) ................ cravsensant 119 110 119 128

l/ Welghted average of all rates on a per hour basis.
g/ Indexes are adjusted for seascnal variation.
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Workers on Farms, MNovember 1965

{ Thousands of persons)

otate : November average : November 1904 : Noevember 1965
and : 1959-63 1/ : Week of 22-28 : Week of 21-27

division : Total ¢ Family : Hired ; Total : Family : Hired : Total : Family :Hired

Maine s 26 19 7 25 20 5 23 19 4
N. H. : 10 7 3 9 7 2 9 7 2
Vt. : 23 18 5 21 17 4 20 16 4
Mass. : 27 17 10 22 16 6 22 16 6
R. I. s 4 3 1 3 z 1 3 2 1
Conn. _ A 15 6 _ 18 13 5 _15 11 4
o Bng, T " T T 7 T < R - : I S I - S S |
LY, T T T T T S T40 T T IoZ T T T 38 T 11T T T Ted T T T P9 T T HGR T T T BG T T2
Ne Je : 34 21 13 24 15 9 21 13 8
Pa. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ :_ 159 _ _ 131 _ _ 28 _ _l28_ _ _ 110 _ 18 118 02 15
AR T CCC D33 T 2T T T 79 T T265T T T 209 T T 56T T T 246 Z 195 T 51
Thio - 275 197 28 191 176~~~ 21 T T 179 80 T T 19
Ind. £ 151 171 20 157 140 17 160 143 17
Iil. : 241 159 42 158 173 25 202 168 34
Mich, : 179 149 30 148 127 21 150 129 21
Hise_ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ i_ 249 _ge8_ 21 220 201 19 210 _ 1% _ _20
E."W, Cent, _ _ _:T1085 T T 944 141° T TSI4” T T Bl 103 ~ T @01 790 AT
MimnT - = P oTs) 192 -~~~ 17 152 1787~ T I3 T T a8 T T TIs T T1a
Towa s 273 242 31 235 211 24 235 208 27
Mo. : 239 215 o4 212 198 14 197 179 18
N. Dak. s 65 56 9 52 46 & 52 46 &
S+ Dak. s 76 69 7 63 58 5 62 56 6
Nebr. s 136 121 15 110 100 10 107 c8 9
Kans. ;135 123 12 114 106 8 115 _ 106 9
We N, Cent, — ~~ 7~ 7 $T1T33 T 1018 T T 7135 T T978. T T B9 T T T 80C T T 957 g6g ~— &%
b1y I i - o < e e = T - - |
Md. 49 35 14 42 31 11 40 31 9
Va. : 168 127 41 155 117 38 139 104 35
We Va. : 60 51 g 46 40 6 45 39 6
N. C. s 332 252 79 257 200 57 254 207 47
S. C. : 146 100 46 106 79 27 105 74 3
Ga. : 172 118 54 135 94 41 126 a8 38
Fla. : 124 43 81 133 41 92 130 _ _ 38 _ _92
A5 1062 — T 73 T T TaPsT T TEB2T T T 6G7 T T ToUsT T T B4y T 5B6_ _ 261
By, " """ ~-—~—~7 T 250 T P05 T T T 35 T T232 192~ 400 T T 2z4” T TIv9 T T4
Tenn. s+ 283 231 52 249 210 39 219 190 29
Ala, s 159 1l9 40 132 100 32 127 102 25
Miss, _ _ _ _ ___ s_228 166 62 _ 158 122 _ 36 1% _ __118 _ _33
B. 3. Cent. = 528 721 199 T T T 8% T T 137 T T g T s _ AR
Ak, T I88 T T T T T T 72 T T 85 Fivd 138 87 51
La. : 130 91 39 107 75 32 105 71 34
Oklae. : 142 116 26 112 98 14 114 G4 20
Texas _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ i 388 _ _ 234 154 321 _ _ 198 123 327_ _ _206 _ 121
W. S, efity T JZ T:TB48 T 597 T 791 TeeZ TT A% DT Tallm J T e8] 1148 D28
Mot - 41 33 8 39 32 7 38 30 8
Idaho : 52 39 13 50 40 10 48 38 10
Wyo. t 15 10 5 15 9 6 15 10 5
Colo. : 85 42 13 40 32 8 40 33 7
N. Mex. s 41 pal 20 33 17 16 29 16 13
Ariz, s 52 9 43 45 9 37 42 8 34
Utah : 27 22 5 23 19 4 22 18 4
Nev, : 4 2 2 4 2 2 4 2 2
MownE. D Z T T2 TBT T Tl JT IO T CIIB8 51
Wash, T 78 60 s 76 =8 ia 73 56 17
Oreg. : 71 58 13 64 52 12 58 48 10
Calif., __:_320 _ _125 __ 195 _ _263_ _ _ 103 _ _ 160 _  246_ _ _ 96 _ 150
Pac. _ _ _ : 469 243 226 403~ T 213 _ T 7190 377_ 200 _ 77
g.5.”. -~ ™7™ 176248 T T4728 T T Tseo” T 5228 4053 1175 ~ T 4063~ 3912 —I1s1

l/ Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day before the end

of the month.
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Workers on farms: Average Jamuary through November 1965 1/

{Thousand of persons)

State ¢ Jamuary through Nove ¢ January through Nov. ¢ January through Nov.
and : Avr, 1950=63 H 1964 H 1965
division ¢ Total : Family : Hired : Total : Family : Hired : dotal ¢ Family : Hired
Maine : 33 21 12 csi 20 11 31 21 10
Vt. : 26 20 6 23 18 5 22 17 5
Mass, H 36 21 15 29 18 11 26 16 10
R. T. : 4 3 1 3 2 i 3 2 1
Gomma _ _ __ __:_ 25 ___16_ __9 __ 23 _ _ 14 AR S V- S -
Nonde T TTXIZI% TTT90T T T4 T I8 T T T 79 T T A0 T S - SR I
. Yo : ~ 151 105 56 133 aT3) 43 122 83 39
N. J. : 44 24 20 39 20 19 35 17 18
Pay i 187 _ 133 34, 155 0 @139 . 117 .22
Mo Atd. _ _ _ __:_ 392 282 " TAI0 327 T T 240 _ 87 _ _"296 _ _ _217_ _ _ _79_
Ohio BRI ¥ 18- ~ ~ 38 o7 T T 177 30 187 162 25
Ind. : 215 188 27 189 167 22 170 150 20
I11. 247 196 51 222 180 42 203 166 37
Miche : 219 176 43 197 158 39 175 142 33
Wise _ _ _ _ __:1_280_ __250_ _ _30 _ 250 _ _223__ _27__ _233 _ __209 _ _ _24_
E, N, Centy, _ — — & 2098 — T I009_ _ T180_ _— T065 _ T 905 _ 160 _ _ Tgeg _ __ s29 _ 139
Minn. z71 231 40 255 220 35 232 199 33
Towa i 296 255 41 272 235 37 252 217 35
Mo. 1 274 233 41 254 220 34 230 199 31
N. Dak, : g2 72 20 80 65 15 78 62 is
S. Dak, : 92 80 12 az 73 9 78 69 9
Nebr, : 198 133 25 139 119 20 129 111 18
Kans. _ _ _ _ __=®_1o1 135 _ _26 _ 148 _ _ 1258 23 138 _ _ 117 _ _ _21 _
W.”N. Cent, T 1344 1739° ~— 7750, _ 12307 T T1057 T I73 T 137 _ T 974~ " 163
Bl ~ T T TTTTIETT T T T T 75 o BT T3 10 6 4
M. : 57 38 19 50 35 15 48 34 14
Va. 1 189 133 56 167 119 48 150 106 44
We Vae : 68 56 12 55 45 10 50 42 8
N. C. t 430 315 115 382 271 111 351 246 105
S. C. 191 125 66 150 102 48 128 84 44
Ga : 183 132 51 158 111 47 143 104 39
Fla. L _:_ 122 47 75 _ 118 _ _ _43_ 75 _ 123 __ _ _42___®
S._A%le X I252 7 7853 T T8990 T 1090 T 7327 7 T358 T V10037 T T 664 339 _
Ky. T T 241 189 52 232 1682 50 214 169 45
Tonn. : 251 192 59 230 179 51 201 159 42
Ala. : 152 114 38 134 103 31 124 101 23
Migs.e _ _ _ _ __t_ 243 __ 172 _ _ 71 _ 209 _ _ 147 __ 62 _ _186_ _ _ 127 _ 9_
E. Sy Cente _ —”F 887 T T6B7 T 220" _ 805 _ _ 611”194 _ _T725 _ _ 556 . 169 _
Ark,” - 713 120 53 173 98 75 160 88 72
La. : 155 92 63 138 79 59 126 72 54
Oklae : 157 125 32 131 111 20 120 100 20
Texas H 428 255 173 366 _ _ 226 140 _ _ 318 _ .198. . _ 120 _
WSy Tents | T T 7953 T TS020 T TIBX_ T 708 | SIAT T 294 T Typ4l _ _ _4DB_ _ . 266 _
Monte — — T T T 7 : 50T T T 37 T3 47 35 1Z a5 34 11
Idaho : 70 49 21 68 438 20 67 47 20
Wyoe : 20 14 6 19 12 7 18 i1 7
Colo. : 67 48 19 59 44 15 53 39 14
Ne Mexe : 39 22 17 33 19 14 28 16 12
Ariz, : 45 10 35 38 8 30 35 8 27
Utah : 34 24 10 31 22 9 28 19 g
Nevo _ _ _ _ __t__5___3% __ 2 __5___383___2_ __6b___0.B _o-a._
Mount, L C¥T3 M7 23T T 7300 _ " don " T09 T TeBo_ 177 103
Wash, T TFT TT1BT 71T T T G2 111 72 I o8 65 33
Oreg. : 98 67 31 67 64 33 88 58 30
Calif. T 368 141 227 _ 319 _ _ 123 _ _ 196 _ _ _305_ _ _ _115_ _ _ 190
Fac. ST T T T YT Eg T T TeEs. T Tita 527 _ T 259 " " 268 _ T451 _ _ 238_ _ _ 253 _
T S.  _ _ __ — T 7077 _ Bi24 T 1953 " 671 4568 ~ T 1643 5737 4188 1549

— e — — -

y Average mumber during survey week of each month,
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Farm Work: Weekly Hours Worked Per Worker
State B Average for reporting farms — week of November 21-27, 1965
gy ! Farm f aﬁ’;‘i;“ y : A11 ! Hired ! A1l
ivision : : : i : :
. Operator : Menbers . Family 1/ : Workers : Werkers E/
: Hours Hours Hours Hours Hours
Maine : 53.3 31.7 47,0 30.4 42,0
N. He : 5246 30.8 47,5 41,1 45,4
Ve : 6247 40,4 56.1 41,7 51.0
Mass, : 6145 30.3 51a1 39,2 47,2
R. I. : 48,2 40,7 47,0 42,9 4542
gogn; __________ :__ _ -_5_4=9_ — o — - éﬁ;l‘_ —_— 49:8_ — - _ _‘}_0.7_ - —— 46-5
N Bnge ~_“____°C P_ 57,0 _ 341 T B0,3 T _ 38,6 _ 46,4 " "

« Yo : 559 32,87 T Eg, 1 T 39,5 46,2 T
N. J. : 43,0 32,6 40.8 38.3 40.0
Pas _ _ _ _ _ _ _____ :__51.3 _ _ _ _ 3l.1 o 446 33,7 42,3
MA@y, " """ ~"~"—~—~ i— T 5206 T 31,9 T 6,2 — T T 3,5 T " T43;E T T
Dhlo - T T30 T T T T Fo.T T T T @ T T T T T3 T 39,5 T 7
Ind. : Ma.,5 29,5 38.8 31.1 37.2
I1l. : 44,2 35,2 42,3 34,1 40,5
Miche : 48,7 32.9 44,2 33,2 41,9
%ig. ___________ i _ 59«7 _ _ _ _ 30.9 _ _48.4 _ _ _ _33.4 _ _ _ _45.6_ _ _

N, Cent. _ 479 _ _ __ - I « - - 7 A s 1
Won, ~ T T T—~ T T B, Lo - - 252 -~ 3% 4326
Iowa : 52,1 31.4 45,9 32.8 43,2
Mpa : 4.5 32,1 39.4 2840 37 .4
M. Dak. : 37.5 32.3 36,0 34.8 35,9
S. Dak. : 4743 30,1 42.6 32.3 41,2
Nebra : 44,9 32.9 41,7 26,6 39,5
Ka_‘r’l_S_-. __________ :_ &2;3 _— 29.7__ I _3_9.4_ —-— 29,0 37-5
W N. Cents . _ T A6.4 T 3.3 T T 3272 - T31,5 T T Tad.s T T
Del, ~ -~ "5 7T T7T~7 T T T T T T TEN S T T T T35, T T T 8.8 T T~ 335 T T
M, : 41.5 27.8 37.2 37,0 37.1
Vae : 37.7 31,0 35,9 28.9 33,1
We Vas : 34.1 27.3 32.4 25,6 31.2
N. C. : 32.2 27.3 31.0 21.8 27.5
S. Ce : 33,1 24.8 30.8 18.4 24,2
Ga. : 35.1 29.8 33.8 27.7 31.1
Fla. : 37,8 33.4 36.9 34.9 __35.9  _ _
> ARt - |y SRR P IR SRRl - SRS - SR
Kv. : 37.8 29.4 3544 29,8 32,9
Tenma : 31.8 28.5 31.1 24,9 25.2
Ala, 3 29.8 26.9 29.2 22.7 26,8
MisSs _ _ _ _ - : 3546 _ 283 _ ___33.6 _ _ __33.2 ____ 33.4 _ _
E. S. Cemt. T T 7 T 33,9 T T T Z8.4 T 32.5_ 282 T " 30.8° _ T~
Ark.” T T T TTTTTIT T I T T BT T T E8INe T T T T 246 .8
La. : 32,4 28.0 31,5 32.4 31,9
Oklae : 37.7 2743 35,2 26,2 33,2
TeXe _ _ _ _ : 38.0_ 32,2 _ _ 3648 _ _ _ _ 36.5_ _ _ _ _ 36.7_ _

« Ss Cente ~ T T T 7 —:m T35, T T T 30,8 T T T 3407 T T 33,4 T T T T 34,2 " T
Mont, T T T T 36, T T T T34y T T 36.4 T T 36,97 36,5
Idaho : 37 .8 27.2 34,8 34,5 34,7
Wyoe : 4442 29,1 39,0 36,4 3843
Coloe : 43.0 30.2 39,3 38.6 39.2
N. Mox. : 41.1 30,0 38,2 43.3 40.2
Ariz, : 39,1 23.8 34,7 41.6 38,2
Utah : 39,6 24,4 34,7 30,5 33,8
Neve  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 42,0 29,0 __ 384 4945 42.5_ _ _
Mounte_ __~ " __ """~ s 39,8 T T T T4 T T T T 6.8 T 3956~ T T T 37.3° T T
Washe : 330 T T T T2 T T 31.4 ~ T T T 33,1 - 31,9
Oregs : 35.0 31.0 35,0 33.5 34.6
Calife_ _ : __37.9 34,0 37.1 _ _ 39.8 _ _ _ _ _ 39,1
Pace _ " T """ TRTT3IST T T 7T ¥.7 -7 350 T T T 73BT T T T 737,07

. Se R > Y- T 3074 T 3,2 T T T 733,00 T 3646

;/ Includes as “other family" only those farm household members working 15 hours or more per

week without receiving cash wages.
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Good Weather-Good Fall Work Progress

The November survey week continued a prolonged period of abrormally warm weather
for the season over much of the Nation. This permitted the near completion of
harvest of most corn and soybeans and picking of cotton except in the far South-
west.

California had scme really unusual weather with record rainfall in the southern
rart of the State. Moderate to heavy precipitation in other sections of the
State also slowed seasonal field work in cotten, sugar beets, e¢itrus, and other
crops. OSnow covered higher levels of the mountains in Western States, starting
a build-up of next year's irrigation supplies. Cold weather in Washington State
helped the Christmas tree crop, and ski areas began operation. Cotton harvest
in Arizona also was rained out for a time, but Tty the survey week had reached
65 percent ccmpletion, ahead of last year's November progress. Texas cotton
harvest still lagged a bit behind last year's stage and was less than half
finished. Harvest of much acreage in the high plains and in Oklahoma was de-
layed for the arrival of a hard freeze needed to defoliate plants. FEastward
through the Cotton Belt the harvest was over except for scme scrapping.

It was a busy period for growers Of burley tobaceco who were stripping the crop
and filling auction floors for opening of markets. Showers in Kentucky and
Tennessee improved conditions for tokacco marketing. In Louisiana, sugarcane
harvest made rapid progress, reaching aboqt 55 percent completion.

Florida farm work featured harvest of over 2 million boxes of ¢itrus, active
harvest of sugarcane, and increasing vegetable movement. Vegetable shipments
equaled 1,658 erars for the week of November 21-27, more than one-fourth larger
than two weeks earlier. DPecan harvest continued active in Georgia.

The Corn PBelt passed Thanksgiving with most corn and soybean fields harvested
and available for livestock. Towa corn was about 90 percent harvested. Incom-~
plete grain recovery by pickers in some sections led to the added work of hand-
gleaning nearly a tenth of the State's acreage. Freezes in parts of Wisconsin
and other northern corn sections aided harvest where wet soils previously had
kept pickers bogged down. Much of north-central and northwest Minnesota had
record snow depths for the date.
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