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Release
June 9, 1967
3:00 P.M. (E.D.T.)

Seasonal Jumph in Faxrm Workers

Farm employment totaled 5,351,000 rersons during the survey week of May 2127,

up 12 percent from a month earlier. TFamily workers increased T percent from the
April survey week to 3,960,000 persons, while the number of hired workers jumped
32 percent over April to 1,391,000. The numbers of both family and hired workers
were down 4 percent from last year.

The work week of May 21-27 averaged 42.h hours for farm workers on reporting
farms--the longest reported for all fawm workers since records began in December
196h--mostly because of cold and wet weather over most of the Nation for much of
May. In many parts of the country the survey week was the first in nearly a month
that farmers could spend most of their time at field work. Farm operators worked
en average of 50.8 hours--an increase of 6.3 hours per operator over a month
earlier. Other family members averaged 33.6 hours for the week, up 2.7 hours;
hired workers averaged 35.9 hours, half an hour more than reported in April.

Survey Week Busy One for Farmers

Temperatures during the survey week were considersbly below normal along the East
Coast, somewhat above average in the western Corn Belt, but near seascnal in most
of the remainder of the country. Excessive rainfall in the Southeastern States
and the coastal areas of New England halted famming activity part of the week.

Combining of wheat and small grains was active in the southermmost.tier of States
except Florida, where harvest is nearly completed. In (Oklashoma and Arkansas,
wheat harvest was underway during the week. GSeeding of small grains kept farmers
busy in the northermmost States because cold weather during much of May delayed
PrOGTess.

Corn planters in the eastern Corn Belt were being worked late into the evening
because damp wet weather earlier in the month kept farmers cut of the fields.
Progress was 10 days to two weeks behind normal. Planting of corn neared
completion in western Corn Belt States. Corn was being cultivated in the
Southern States. Excellent progress was made in the planting of soybeans in the
ma.jor preducing areas. Planting is late in most States.

In Oklahoma more than half the cotton crop had been planted by the end of May..
Replanting of cotton was active in several States, although some fields were
abandoned and planted to soybeans and other crops. Sorghum was being planted in
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Texas, Cklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, and New Mexico. A short woisture supbly delayed
progress in some areas. During the survey week, peanuts were being planted in
‘Texas and Oklahoma.

Tobacco transplanting was a major faym activity in Kentucky, Tennessee, North
Carolina, and Virginia. Transplanting had just begun in New England, and harvest
had begun in the Southeast. In the Western States some late areas were still
being planted to sugar beets. Hnerged fields were being thinned and blocked during
late May. Harvest was active in the Imperial Valley of California.

Cold, rainy weather in the southeast slowed the peach harvest. Strawberry picking
was active in Maryland and Kentucky. Famers were husy planting potatoes in up-
state New York, Maine, and Idaho during the survey week. Harvest was underway in
the Baldwin area of Alabama. Vegetable crops were moving to market in the major
producing areas of the South. Planting of vegetables was active when the weather
permitted in the Middle Atlantic and New England 3tates.

Livestock required less attention from farmers and ranchers as summer approached.
In the northern border States, farmers vere~forced to continue supplemental
feeding one to two weeks later than normal because pasture growth was slowed by
the cool spring weather. In most .of the Rocky Mountain-States; movement of live-
stcek to summer ranges was active during the survey week.
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Farm employment and indexes, May 1967, with comparisons, United States

Annual : Annual ; May : May : May
: average /- average ,: average /: 22-28, : 21-27,

1961-65 1966 1/:1961-65 /. 1966 : 1967
FARM EMPLOYMENT '

(Thousands) : ' o
TOtBL eeveeoseavasnsasaasonnsas : 6,372 5,214 6,921 5,586 5,351
Family 18BOT ceveaveasns teeraas : 4,655 3,854 5,065 4,137 3,960
Hired labor ..... cesesessasssess 1,717 1,360 1,856 1,kkg 1,391
INDEXES 2/ :
(1910-14=100) :
TOLAL cvvvuenescacossnssacsannel i 38 b7 38 37
Family 18DOT sevevecesoresncasst 46 38 L6 38 36
Hired 180T cevesesesococans eeal 51 Lo 52 4o 39
(1957-59=100) :
TOtaL svevsrsnsnans A 85 70 86 69 66
Family 18bOT veeeenss ceeranasnel 8l 70 85 69 66
Hired 1abor «svscesasssens ceanesd 88 69 89 70 67

l/ Employment during the last full calendar week ending at least one day before
the end of the month.

g/ Monthly indexes are adjusted for seascnal variation.

Farm Wage Rates and Indexes, April 1, 1967, United States

Anmual ¢ April : -
: average : average : ‘Proply : APILL L
1966 : 1961-65 : 7

* FARM WAGE RATES

Composite rate per hour 1/ +v..n..t $ 1.03  $ 0.804 $ 0.955 § 0.998

Per month with house ..eveevess ees: 243 200 237 253
Per month with board and room ....:; 185 155 180 g2
Per week with board and rocm .....: L43.50 36.75 L2.00 4s5.75
.Per week without board or room ...: 55.75 48.25 55.25 58.75
Per day with houSE€ «evuisvescassnsal 6.70 5.60 6.60 7.30
Per day with board and room ..v...: §.Co 6.30 T.30 7.80
Per day without board or room ....: 8.20 6.90 8.00 8.70
Per hour with house ..cevevranrvast 1.10 .85 1.01 1.07
Per hour without board or room ...: 1.23 1.11 1.28 1.3k

INDEXES 2/ :

(1910-14=100) sererevernonss cereenaat 792 686 go3 8ho

{1957=59=100) vevvvsusennennanns eeastl 136 118 138 k6

;/ Weighted average of all rates on a per hour basis.
g/ Indexes are adjusted for seasonal variation.
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Workers on Farms, May 1967
(Thousands of persons
State : May average : May 1966 : May 1567
.and : 1961~65 1 : Week of 22-28 : Week of 21-27
division 1 lotal : Yamily 3 Hired ¢ Total : Family : Hired : Total : Family : Hired
Maine : 33 21 12 29 19 10 25 17 a
N. Ha : 11 8 3 10 7 3 9 6 3
Vi : 25 19 6 20 16 4 is 14 4
Mass, H 33 21 12 26 16 10 23 15 8
R. T. : 3 2 1 3 2 1 3 > 1
Conn, _ : .24 __3is __. 9 __318 __ 12 _ _ _7__ e S_ ___86 _
i i bebabl Gl Bebuluk - aRnbu - w7 e/ DU - ST Rt etabe
moY. T TTTTIE T T TR T T g7 110 75 3T 103 27 26
N. J. H 44 21 23 33 13 20 27 11 16
Doe e i 307 139 28 136 N6 20 132 __ 114__ _ 38 _
. A%T1. : _ 34T TR T 98 T T2 T 78T 71T " 262 _ _ 202 _ _ 60 _
hio~  — T T T T T T T TP T T 108 33 152 165 73 190 {68 22
Ind, s 225 199 26 185 166 19 165 146 19
Iil. H 272 216 56 206 167 3 219 171 48
Miche H 226 189 37 189 %62 27 184 153 31
Wisge 2 275 250 _ _ 25 23 29 22 209 _ _ 190_ _ _ 19 _
E, Nz Bty T T T 328 DD I052 T TA77 D100 DT8R IR C8eT T s T8 o
Mimme " -7 T T T 7 T~ 281 246 T T 35 235 213 22 225 201 24
Towa : 305 270 35 270 237 33 246 213 33
Mo H 263 225 3B 219 192 27 238 188 5C
Ne Daks H 92 . 74 18 85 67 18 76 62 14
Se Dake : 88 80 8 79 71 8 75 67 8
Nebr. : 156 132 24 132 109 23 124 105 19
Kanse : 156 132 24 _i3\ 118 20 _ 135 __ 114 __ 1 _
B0 DemtI T DD D130 D DFR0TC 12D Tise I a0y DI TSI I GNG DI sl Ildea s
Bl - """ 7 77 T T 14 8 6 11 6 5 9 6 3
Md. : 59 39 20 46 32 14 40 28 12
Va. : 188 143 45 142 109 33 131 105 26
We Vae H €8 53 15 48 39 9 47 37 10
Ne Co s 388 301 87 284 224 &0 263 206 57
S, C. H 175 111 64 92 66 26 87 64 23
Gae s 166 115 51 103 80 23 103 82 21
Fla. s _ 124 _ __44 __80_ _ 126 _ _ 37 __ 89 _ _15 __ _36._ _ _ B89 _
S.OAm. T T T ETa1e? T BI4 T T36s] T 7852 T T 593 T T 58 T Tgos 564 _ _ 241
By. T~ ° s 228 177 51 180 T4T 39 198 148 50
Tenne $ 226 171 55 203 148 55 177 132 a5
Ala, 5 172 127 45 143 103 40 128 101 27
Migs. 2 270 _ 173 97 _ 179 _ 115 64 157 _ _ 113 _ _ 44 .
E. 8y emte - _ _ _ 3896 __ 648 _Tza8 _ 705 " " 507 T 198 T _g6Q _ _ 294_ _ _166.
vk, T T T T T T TT T T 2187 T 7113 103 139 88 61 143 90 53
L H 137 79 58 108 68 40 g8 63 35
Okla, H 151 125 26 136 110 26 130 110 20
Texas s 397 __ 243 154 333 212 _ 12l _ 312 _ . 2Q7_ _ _10% _
We S, Cemte _ — """ F_G0L_ _ 560 T 331 _ "726° _ _ A/ " 248_ "eB3 _ _ 40_ _ _213 _
Mont, — =~ T~ T80 36 14 4g 33 15 52 34 18
Tdaho : 71 49 22 64 45 19 61 43 18
WyC. : 22 14 B 18 11 7 18 12 6
Colos H 63 49 14 57 40 17 53 ag 15
N. MeXe : 32 19 13 27 15 1z 27 16 i1
Ariz, : 41 8 33 38 6 32 38 7 31
Utah t 37 24 13 27 19 8 29 26 9
Neve : 6___ 4 __ 2 __ 5 ___3___2__.5_ __3____2.
Mown¥e” ~ Z Z T T E_32Z2__ 3 " aloT T 284 T IZ° " T2 7283 _ _173__ _11Q..
Washe T T T % T I3 82 a1 99 60 39 08 63 35
Orege : 101 71 30 72 53 19 75 51 24
Calif. : 348 139 _ 209 _ 301 _ _ 114 _ _ 187 _ _306 _ _ 102 _ _ _204 .
Pace _ _ T T T T RTBI T TTHZ T U0 T T4 T TR T T 248 T 479 T 16 _ _264 .
U Se _ _C__ T __ 16321 _ 5085 _ I8S6_ _ 3586 _ 4137 _ 1440 _ 5351 _ 3960 _ _ 131 .

}/ Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day before the end

of the month.
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Crop Reporting Bo

Average Junuary through May 1967 1/
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State : January through May ¢ January through May : January through May
and : Ave 1961-65 : 1966 : 1967

division s Totel 3 family & Hired : Total s Family 3 Hired : JTotal : family : Hired

Maine : 26 19 7 23 17 6 21 16 5
N. He. : g 7 2 8 6 2 7 5 2
Vt. : 23 18 5 20 16 4 17 14 3
Masse : 26 i8 8 21 15 & 20 14 6
R. 1. : 3 2 1 2 1 1 2 1 1
Conne : 20 14 6 16 _ 1 _ .5 __12 ___8___4a
. Eng, ~ — T - T T T YT IO T T T T TR CTT T T T 66 T T4 T TYgT T T 58 _ _ 21
. Y. ~ T T T T T T YTI&AT T TTEB T T TIT TTGET T T 78T T T 22 g5 74 21
N, J. : 33 20 13 23 12 11 20 11 9
Pae : 148 127 21 119 104 15 117 103 14
k2 e S - Sl - By SRRl B - - RS- N Y
[o) X T S+ § R i [ M 22 160 ~ T T1E7 T T 13 157 Ta4 13
Ind. 1 186 170 16 147 136 11 134 124 10
T1l. : 209 171 38 167 142 25 161 136 25
Michs : 184 158 26 154 134 20 146 127 19
Wisa : 247 226 21 _ 206 _ _ 189 17 192 _ _ 176 _ _ 16
E. N.Cent. _ — —_ " FT 1027 "~ " %04~ — 123 B3~ T T748T T T B6 " T790_ " " 707 T 783
Migme =T T T T 7 T T 27T T T P08 T 21~ T 194 180™ T4 182 169 13
Towa : 246 225 21 208 189 19 200 182 18
Mo. : 225 203 22 185 169 16 190 163 27
N. Dak, 3 71 61 10 60 52 8 56 49 7
3, Dak. : 77 72 6 67 62 5 &5 60 5
Nebra : 131 116 15 110 96 14 104 =31 13
Kense  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ s 134 _ _ 120 __ 14 116 _ _ 105 _ _ 11 _ 114 _ 103 _ _ 11
We N. Cents _ _ _ TATM] C_Tadoz 109 T 940 _ _ 853 " BT _oLi_ _ 817 7 _ 94
Tele — ~ ° TTTYTTETTTTE “3°TTE8 5T T 73 6 g 2
Md. : 46 33 i3 37 28 9 32 24 8
Va,. : 150 119 3 118 94 24 110 90 20
We Vae : 54 44 10 39 33 6 38 32 6
Ne Ce : 285 235 50 229 150 39 216 178 38
S. C. s 128 88 40 77 57 20 71 54 17
Gae s 134 99 35 94 75 19 94 76 18
Fla. ¢ 140 46 94 136 38 98 134 _ 36 _ _ 98
S At T T T T T T TRTGa T T T8/ T T 27T T 73 T T Top00 T T2I8T T TI0L 404 207
Kye T T T T T T T T YT I T T T IEL T T 3T T T I60T T 71300 T T 30T T MiExT T T IsT T T TsE
Tenn, : 182 148 34 160 129 31 145 119 26
Ala, : 114 88 26 96 72 24 94 74 20
Misse _ _ _ _ __t 181 130 51 136 99 37 124 96 28
o Ss Cente _ _ T T T TTEE0 T T 527 T 142 T T 852 T T 4300 T 172 T w76 T T F2M T T Y06
ik, ~ T T Ty TISe T T T e T T Te0 T TTIZT T 7S T T3 T 1T T T T T T Tag
Lae : 116 76 40 88 61 27 83 59 24
Okla. : 133 117 16 115 106 13 115 103 12
Texas  _ _ _ _ _ __:_319 __ _21g _ 100 258 .183 75 266 187 79
We Se Cemte _ __ _ _: _727 ~— " S1I T 2V6 T 577 T T T425° T TabZ T T577_ " T Z® T T I49
Monte : 43 G T~ S - e A= i N I ]
Idaho : 54 42 12 48 38 10 48 38 10
Wyoe : 17 12 5 14 10 4 14 10 4
Colos : 50 a1 ! 43 33 10 42 33 o
N. Mex, : 27 18 9 21 14 7 21 14 7
Ariz. : 39 9 30 37 7 30 36 7 29
Utah : 25 19 6 21 16 5 20 15 "5
Neve _ _ _ _ _ ____3__4__ 13 __1 3 2 1 3 2 1
Mounte” — — " " " T T @9 T 179 ” 0T TP T T IR T T 76 T T2esT T T IS T T TS
Washa : 94 5y A A 7 o A s N T S |
Ored. : 82 63 19 63 49 14 60 46 14
Calife_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 _29 _ 126 173 260 104 156 237 93 144
Page _ _ _ __ ___E_AB/ TP T AT TF0 T T T207° T 71937 T T3G8C T T I8 T T I
« Se T 5626 4362 ~ 1264 ~ T4598 T T 35937 T Toos T d409T T TIESI T T UsE

o e am

i/ Average number during survey week of each month.

- —
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Farm Work: Weekly Hours Worked Per Worker

Average for reporiting farms -~ week of May 2l=27, 1967

State . - - - 5
and . Farm FQ;ﬁ; : ALl : Hired a11
division . Operators Members 1/: Temily 1/ Workers ., Workers 1/
: Hours Hours Hours Hours Hours
Maine : 54.5 30.4 47.0 36;2 42.4
N. Hs : 56 ¢S5 33,9 50,8 4647 4G,.3
Vte : 6249 38,7 5446 43.2 50.4
Masse : 61,1 3047 5046 42,5 47.6
R, 1, : 5245 29.4 45,2 39.5 43,1
Conne _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ P _50efd _ _ 35,9 _ _ _46s6__ _ _ _ _ 46 _ _ 44,8 _
Ne ®nge _ _ _ _ _ _ -2 33,37 _ C CAL.7 T T T A1 T T T 76,3
.Y, ~ - : Ble2 3479 524 4105 T T3y T T
N. J. : 45.2 29,1 40.3 42.7 41.1
Pae : 5644 30.9 47,2 34,1 44,4
Fe 431 " """ "™~ - 7y 355 T T T 0T T T T 6" T T~ 5,8~~~
Thio ~ ~ ~ 7T T 7 T TBLL4 T T T T Bed BT T T T TR ETTTTT 47.6° T T~
Ind. : 55.9 40.4 51.2 32.5 46.5
T1l. : 63,0 40.0 56,46 33,0 49.8
Michae : 5846 3740 51,5 34.6 47,7
Wise_ _ _ _ o _ __ :__ 651 _ _ _ _ _ 32.8 _ _ _ 516 _ _ 42.0_ _ 50.0
Lo N, Gents _ _ _ _ _ s _8l.0 _ _ _ _ _37.4 _ _ _BZ.9. __ __ _34.5 _ ____"38.4 _ _ _
Minne : 6640 35,3 54.6 8,4 B51.7
Iowa : 64,3 35.8 54.8 36.3 50,9
Moo H 52.8 35.2 47.9 33,1 43,3
N. Daks. 3 71,6 43,7 61.5 53,5 60,1
S. Dake : 6144 38.4 54,5 39,5 51.9
Nebr, : 58,5 37,0 52,0 34.4 49,1
Kanse _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ s_ 52,8 _ _ _ _ _ 34,2 _ _A47.8 _ _ 30.9 43,7 _
We N. Tents _ _ _ _ _ i T G0,2 T T T T 36,2 T T TEZ4 T T T T TZBe.3 T T T3l T T
DeTe - T F6.5 a0,8~ = a8,7 T T TS T T T T T a7
Ma, : 48,4 23,8 43,5 32,5 40,0
Vae : 44,9 32.8 41,4 31,0 37.2
We Vae : 38.4 28,5 35.7 20.6 32.1
Ne Co : 40,9 29.4 37.4 23.6 31.4
Se Ce : 39,5 24.8 35,1 23.4 29.4
Gae : 38,2 27.1 35.1 27,0 31.6
Flae _ _ _ _ _ _ __ i _ 4.2 _ _ 36.8 40.3 30.1 32.0
Se Atla H 41,1 TPeL.e T T T 3. T T T TTel,Ss T T T T T3 T T T
Ye T -7 T T 4359 T T T T T F300 T T T s T T T T I8 —~—~=—~ 30T T T T
Tenn, : 39,6 28.2 36.6 23.6 32.1
Ala, : 37.5 29,8 35,7 28.8 33,3
MisSe @ e m - i _38.7 _ ____28.1 __ _35.8 _ _ __ _37.3 _ _ 36.6_ _
E. 8, Cente _ _ _ _ _ 5. A0.2_ - _ T~ 29+9 —_ 37,5 T T 26,5 T -
irk,” T 7 = T 3004 T30 T T T3 T T T T T3, 0 Tt T TE T T T T
Lae : 37,6 30,0 35,5 38.4 36.5
Okcla, : 43,5 31,0 40.1 29,6 37.6
Eelt. _________ :_ - 41:9_ o — - _3_3_.'9 -— ﬂG.l_ . - ﬂ'l;l_ - 40_.5_ ——
We Se Cemte _ — — — _ I - - - - - )% 39,1 T T T T T 3E9
Monte : 61,9 4134~ 854 T T T T 36.7 ~ T T B804 T T T
Idaho : 58.5 32.8 48.6 32,5 45.1
Wyow s 57.1 38.1 50.4 35.9 46,0
Coloe : 52.8 36.8 47.4 30.3 45,3
N, Mexe : 39,7 2847 36,5 41.4 38.7
Ariz, : 53,4 34,0 48.9 45.3 46.8
Utah : 53,8 33,4 46.1 33,5 42.2
Newe_ _  _ _ o o s_ _55.4 _ _ __ 29,0 _ _ _48.)1 _ _ __ _40.2 _ _ __ _4&4.1 _ _ _
Mounte_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _55.2. _ _ _ __ 354 _ _48.3 39.0 45,5 _ _
ashy : 39,0 - T 30.87 T . T T T TR TT T T 0.5
Orege : 45.5 30,4 40.9 31.3 38.1
Calife_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ t 47,7 _ _ __ _36.4_ _ 45.1 _ 47.5 47.0_ _ _ _
Page” — __ _____ N 7% N YR 7 1 - H N v E
v S : 50 33,6 45.4 T T E5,9 77T 3204

_JJ Includes as "other family"™ only those farm household members working 15 hours or more per
week without receiving cash wages,
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