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IRY PRODUCTION

October 12, 1955

SUMIYRY

Milk production on farms continucd at record levels during
September and pushed up to 3 percent above a ycar earlicr. Output
for the first 9 months totaled 97.L billion pounds of milk,
slightly exceeding lest year!s previous rccord for the periode
Milk production per cow in crop reporters' herds dropped off less
than average from September 1 to October 1 and continued to set
new highs for the date. Heavy milk flow was supported by record
quantities of grain end concentrates fed par millk cow on October 1,
as dairy product-feed price relationships continued to become more
favorable with the approach of the winter feeding season. On
October 1, the condition of dairy pasture was the second lowest
for the date in 16 years, Grecn feed for milk cows was very snort
in many important Midwestern dairy areas, but plentiful along the

East Coast and much better than a year ago through rnost of the South.

MONTHLY MIIK PRODUCTION ON FARMS, UNITED STATES,
1944-53 AVERAGE, 1954 AND 1955

Million pounds Percent Pounds

HD
7975~
Ubse
A

Jan, 8,305 9,202 9,105 99 1,82 1.8L 1.79
Feb, 8,168 9,001 8,884 99 1,96 1.99 1.93
Mar, 9,653 10,683 10,LL7 98 2,11 2,13 2,05
Apr, 10,408 11,280 11,26 100 2435 2,32 2,28
May 12,318 12,999 13,088 101 2,69 2,59 2,57
June 12,306 12,600 12,665 101 2.78 2,59 2,56
July 11,552 11,558 11,704 101 2452 2,29 2,20
Aug, 10,529  10,h7h 10,616 101 2.2 2,08 2,07
Sept 9,174 9,369 9,618 103 2,06 1,91 1,93
Oct, 8,601 9,021 1.87 1.78

Nov, 7,743 8,L7h 1.73 1.73

Dec. 8,035 8,8L1 1.7 17U

Year 116,792 123,502 2,16 2,08

This report includes milk production and related information released

in CROP PRCDUCTION, together with selected special summaries brought
together for those interested primarily in dairy statistics,.

Us S. Department of Agriculture
Agricultural larketing Service

Agriculture — Washington | Crop Reporting Board



liilk production at record level

Production of milk on farms during September totcled 9,618 million pounds,
3 percent above September a year ago and 2 percent above the previous September
high. Production during Sewtember was at the rate of 1493 pounds of milk per !
capita per day, slightly above September a year ago, but 6 percent bclow averuge,
Output of milk in the first 9 months of 1955 of 97.L billion pounds was a record
hich for the period, slightly zbove the 97.2 billion pounds in January-Septemuer

195L,

Mill: production per cow in crop reporters'! herds on Octlober 1 averaged 16.61
pouncs--5 percent above the previous bigh for the date set last year, and 12 per.
cent above average., The heavy milk flow per cow was encouraged by a record high
ratc of rrain and concentrate feeding, Seasonally, production per cow Ceclined
only 3 percent from Scptember 1 to October 1 2s compared to an average decline of
7 percent, Output per cow wes at recerd-high level for October 1 in all regions,
Compared with a year earlier, production per cow on October 1 ranged from 3 per-
cent above in the South Atlantic andWestern regions to 8 percent above in the liort
Atlsntic and South Central areas. Output per cow was also sharply abovc average
in 21l regions with incrcascs ranging from 10 to 13 percent. The proportion of
milk cows in crop reporters' herds in production on October 1 averaged 69.2 percat,
slightly above a year carlier, but about average for the date,

Leading milk States sct new recerds

Among the 33 States with monthly milk production cstimates avallable,
Septcmber output was a record high for the month in 9 Statcs and near record lcvcl
in 8 other Statcs. On thc other hand, production was as low or ncarly as

MONTLLY MILK PRODUCTICH ON FARMS, SULECTED STATES l/
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=T T 7.7 Sept, Seot. © A Foont, Septo : Sept o o
State : average : 2€Ple . AUZe . OCDUe . State : average: o : Aug. . o€LL
D SONLES D a9sl 1955 | 1955 L ohlogs: 1954 1985 , 195
Million pounds ; Million pounds

Ne Jo 88 95 93 ol : Ga, 100 106 112 106
Pa, L5 1,80 518 Sily & Ky. 218 221 251 207
Ohio L6 165 519 479 : Tenns 211 222 21,8 205
Ind, 317 32l 3l1 322 : Ala. 12 111 123 11b
111, 122 397 436 397 : Misse 120 123 L7 130
Mich, N L52 51k 479 : Ark, 117 107 133 113
Wis, 1,068 1,105 1,34 1,140 : Okla 166 14O 173 1h8
liinn, 503 L76 612 509 : Texas 287 262 266 2l
Towa 173 LLO 508 L1 : Mont, L9 L3 L8 2
Mo 362 375 L7 392 : Idaho 101 116 132 11
M. Dako 11 133 172 129 : Wyoe 21 18 19. 17
S. Dake 110 68 123 103 : Utah 50 51 59 51
Nebr, 17k 167 190 159 : Washo 143 17 16l 151
Kans, 201 190 211 182 : Orego 102 104 117 100
Va, 170 185 o0 192 : Calif, L7k 561 636 58k
W. Vae 73 71 79 7L : Other o
N. C, 135 1h3 161 152 :_States_ 1,261 1,388_ _ 1,48 1l
S+ Cs 50 _ 53_ _ 58 _ _ 5l _UsB._ 9,17k 9,360_ _ 10,616_ 9,61
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low as for any September in about a quarter century of records in most.Gr§at

Flains Statesy, Wisconsin, as usual, led all States, producing 1,140 millior.
. pounds in September, followed by California with 58l million, Pennsylvania, ?1&
}%dllion, and Minnesota, 509 million~--all record highs for the month, except Minncsocta

Heavy grain and concentrate feeding

Farmers were fccding grain and concentrates to their milking herdg at a record
high Cctober 1 rate per cow this year asg poor pastures and improved dairy product-
fced price relationships cncouraged liberal feeding., Crop reporters fed an averaze
of 44,82 pounds of grain and concentrates per milk cow on October 1. This was 7
pcrcent above last year!s October 1 rate of LoL9 pounds and 22 percent above the
19hh-53 average for the date, Scasonally, the quantity of grain and conccntrates
fed to milk cows showed considerably more than the avarage gain from August 1 to
October 1.

Regionally, grain and concentrate feeding rates set new 13-year record highs
for October 1 in the East and West North Central regions, equaled the highs in
the North Atlantic and South Atlantic regions, and were near record levcls in the

South Central region and the West. The quantity of grain and concentrates fed
‘pa*milk cow on October 1 was above a year earlier in 211 the major regions
‘cther than the South Central where last ycar's ratc was stepped up by drought.,
By regions, feeding rates weore highest in the North Atlantic area at 6,1 pounds
per milk cow in herd, and thc lowest was in South Central region at 3.9 pounds.
‘October 1 avecrages in other arcas were 5.3 pounds in the East North Central,
b6 pounds in the West North Central and L.S pounds in both the South Atlantic
jand Wost, Nationally, the proportion of crop reporters feading some grain or
“other concentratcs to millk cows in their hords averaged 77k percent, slightly
~2bove last year, cxcecded only by the record high of 7842 pcrcent set in 1953,

.and about 7 percent above average for the date,

§D5my product-feed pricc ratios improve

; The value of prain and concentrates fed to milk cows by dairymen across
‘the Nation averaged 33,00 per hundredweight in Scptember. This was nearly

J pereent below a year carlier and the lowest for the month since 1949. In
tthe milk-selling arcas, the valuc of grain and concentrates fed to milk cows

el
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DAIRY PRODUCT-FEED PRICE RATIOS, BY REGIONS
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: : Milk~Feed 1/ _ _ _ _: ~ “Butterfat-Fecd o/ _ T
+ Rogion:Scpt. T93L=: Sopt, : Aug.: Sepl. :Sept. 193L=:Sept, : Auge Scpt.
|- o_f_23ave  _:_ 195k : 1955: 1955 :_ 53 av._ _: 1954 : 1955 : 1955
9‘ NO Atl. 1‘28 1Q28 1033 1.39 bt - bad -

¢ E. N, C, 1.27 1.15 1.,2Lh  1.31 ¢ 22.L 17.3 19,0 19.4
¢ W, N, C, 1.L9 le2h 1,36 1.2 ¢ 26,1 2042 23,0 23,3
£ S, Atl, 1.U5 142 1,42 151 : - - -

g S+ Cont. 1,38 1.31 1,36 1,48 : 17.6 13.5 1h.7 15.3
?W@k___kﬁL_my§_}ﬁé_bﬁ__ﬁgln_}éi_%ﬁ__yﬁ_
i Uy S, 1,30 1,23 1,29  1.36 23.L 18.7 20,9 21,2

"‘--——....;._..__...._._.__._.____.___.__.__.._....._._...._.__._.._._._._.._

1/ Pounds of concentrate ration equal in valuc to 1 pound of wholec milk
old by farmers to plants and dealcrs. - )

2/ Pounds of concentrate ration equal in value to 1 pound of butterfat in
cream sold by farmers.
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in §0ptember wes 3,06 per hundredweight and in crecam~selling areas was
©2:67¢ The milk~feed price ratio in September was 11 percent above a
year earlier, the most favorable for the month since 1948, and about 5
percent above the longtinc average, The butterfat~-feed price ratio was
13 percent above a year earlier, but 9 percent below average.

Pasture condition reflects drought

On October 1, the condition of dairy pasturcs averaged 67,1 percent
of normal, slightly below last year and the sccond lowest for the date
since 1939, Dairy pasturcs were mostly good to cxcellent in States along
the Atlantic Seaboard, in some arcas along thc Gulf Coast, and in portions
of the Weste In the central part of the country, pastures on October 1
were spotted, varying mostly from poor to extrcmely short, with the Eastern
Great Plains States most adversely affccted, Latc Scptember rains have
improved fall grazing prospects for milk stock over much of this area, but
lateness of the season will limit growths,

Green feed short in Midwest

Pastures werc cxtremely short on October 1 in an extensive area ~
covering most of: southcast Nebraska and extending down to central Kansas,
(See pasture map), This was surrounded by a much largecr area where
condition ranged from severc drought to very poor, including most of
South Dakota, Iowa, Wisconsin, northern Michigan, southern Illinois,
Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas, western Oklahoma, and portions of Tcxase
As the result of latc Scptember rains over much of these arcas, grass
has grcencd up and pasturc prospects improved greatly, but thc amount of
feced furnished milk cows will depend on temperaturcs during the remainder
of the growing scason, Fall-sown grain pastures in the central and
southern Great Plains arca werc generally a little late, bubt prospects
were greatly improved by Scptember rainfall,

In the Northcast, pasturc condition continucd well above average and
was on par with thec very good condition a year agos In the South, October 1
pasturc feced was much better than during the scvere drought lest ycar. In
West Virginia, Kentucky, Tcnnessce, and Alabama, pasture condition was
considerably bclow avcrage, but in Maryland, Delawarc, and Louisiana
considerably abovce

In tho Pacific Northwest, pastures werc a littlec above average, but
not providing the cxccptional feed they were at this time last ycar.

0



PASTURE FEED CONDITIONS*
Oct. |, 1955

PERCENT
OF NORMAL

80 and over Good to excellent
65 to 80 Poor to farr
50 to 65 & Very poor
35 to 50 KK Severe drought
Under 35 [l Extreme drought

®*AS REPORTED BY
CROP CORRESPONDENTS

% INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT EXPECTED
FROM EXISTING STANDS UNDER YERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS

J.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 189085 (10) AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

PASTURE FEED CONDITIONS*
Oct. |, 1954

PERCENT
OF NORMAL

80 and over Good to excellent
65 to 80 Poor to fair
50 to 65 BB Very poor
35 to 50 G Severe drought
Under 35 [l Extreme drought

®*AS REPORTED BY
CROP CORRESPONDENTS

* INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT EXPECTED
FROM EXISTING STANDS UNDER VERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDIT/ONS

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 1142-54 (10) AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE




HTLL PROLUCED i3D "GRATIN® JED PER MILK COW IN HERDS KEFT BY REFORTRRS 1/
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Statc ~:_ TMIIK prodiced por milk Gog _ _ _ @ T0rein” fed por milk cow 2/

and Oct. 1, av, Oct 1, Oct, 1, :0cte 1, av: Oct. 1, Oct, 1,
division :_ _19LL~53_ _:_ 195L°_ : _ 1955 _ : 19Uh-53 1 _ 195L  _:_ 1955

- Founds = - Pounds = -

M, 17.0 19,8 20,2 542 5.5 Se7
No Ho 1705’ 2096 2155 heé hoh 50,4
Vi, 16,1 16,8 18,6 Liols Liols o9
Mass. 19,2 19,8 21.L 5.9 5.3 5.k
Conn, 18.9 21..6 22,3 5.7 6.0 643
Ne Yo 19,1 19,3 21,5 5.5 Sely 5.8
Ne Js 21,2 22,5 23,0 Tel 702 7ol
Pas 18,5 19,2 21,2 _ _ _6e3 _ _ 645 _ _ _ 69
T N P Y N -+ .- 11 STy AU TS S
OhTo 17,6 19,8 20,1 L9 5.5 5.9
Ind, 1644 19,0 19,2 16 5.2 5.8
111, 16,2 17,6 18,6 lia 7 ) 5.5
Mich. 1897 19,9 2108 hos 505 6.0
Wise_ _ _ _ __ 16,2 _ _ 16 16,8 _ _ _ _ 3.6 __ b0 ___ LeS
Et_N_v ger_}_t_o_ _ _lé089__ _ 17096 18063 e ‘}_03 - _Ll_9_8_ o 50_3_ -
Minn, 13,7 7T 13,7 T T T I5.3 2.8 3,1 N1
TIowa 15,04 16.6 17,3 Lie5 L9 "6.,0
Mo, 130).1. 1315 lScO 396 500 h'é
N. Daks 12.4 1267 12,6 267 362 3.4
S. Dak. 11.5 12,0 12,8 2,5 2,8 3.2
Ncbre 13»5' 156’4 15.8 3.5 3.1 L.l
Kanse __ _ _ _ 1361 _ A5. 156 _ _ _ 3.8 _ _ kb _ __ 5:0_
Wo Wy Casty _ _A3.0L_ — 7 TALLL6_ 15,17 3 5- T T L0 L6
14, 17.E 1950 19,0 £.9 6.1 [
Va, 15,1 16,8 17.9 3.9 o5 L6
W. Va. 13.8 lhoB 1LLQ9 296 300 303
N. C, 13.8 15,1 15.6 o2 L9 lie7
Se Ce 11.6 11,7 11.L 3.3 ) 3.8
Gas _ _ _ __ _ 2T _ _ 10,0 _ _ _lO_»_S_______ 363 _____h.O ______h_._B____
éﬁﬁz__~}}ﬁ___JEﬂ___Eﬁi____}§__J@L___95“
Ky 13,5 13,2 .0 3,0 3.7 3.7
Tenn. 11.9 11,8 12,6 3,2 L1 iy 2
Ala, 9.0 803 808 303 )-103 1l02
Miss, 746 ToT 17 1,9 2.9 3.5
Ark, 9.1 963 965 2.’4 liel 363
La, 6.9 6.8 705 2,6 3.3 2.8
Okla, 1042 10,3 1202 2.8 L0 Le?
Tcxas _______8.@_________9_.8______8_;_9 ____2°5._.._h;8____£-2_-.
Se Cent.  _ _ 10.15_  _ _ 10,03 _ _TeB T C %9 Lo 30 .
Mont, 1§oﬂ 1743 16.9 2.6 3.4 363
Idaho 18,8 20,2 19,9 346 3.5 3.6
WYOo 16.8 18.9 1806 208 299 3‘2
Colo. 14,8 19.3 18,0 e L.8 Le7
Utah 1846 2042 20,9 3.5 3.3 3,8
Wash. 19,3 20,8 20,6 lie6 Le3 L.8
Orcg- 1742 1708 1708 L'.JS )-ho )408
Calif, 19,5 2L 220 LS hMe5__ _ _ L8 .
fost  _ _ T T17.86C T T19.55_ _ _20.17_ _ _ .. ! Lol ™ L2 T L5 _a
5.5, " T T LB T T B8 T I66L ok T hhy o hhBe
~ I/ Fighros for Now England Stotes and New Jerscy represent combined crop and

spccial dairy rep

orters; other States,

Rcogional figurcs include lcss important dairy States not shown scparatecly.
g/ Includes grain, millfecds, and other concentratcs.
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DAIRY PASTURE FEFD CONDITION 1/

T 7 Tstate” T T:October I, ¥ October I, : October 1, : October 1,
and_division :19Lh=53 av, : _ 1953  _:_ _ 195h _ i _ _ 1955 _ _ _
-t Percent of normal
He, 71 67 93 8L
N, H, 7 60 87 87
Vto 77 69 86 89
Mass. 71 L1 97 92
Re Te 73 79 85 92
Conn, 73 L8 20 91
Ne Ys 75 67 77 81
No Js 73 1 83 79
Pa. _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 73 _ _ _ __ ] h§ ______ ]é _____ go_ _ _ _ _
Woatie Z_ 227 I IT0 A 80 "7 B T
Ohio 73 ol gl %
Tnde 1 7
I11. 0 9 60 6l
Mich, 17 72 72 66
Wise _ A 66 8 __ _ ST _ _ _ _ _
Eo No Centy _ _ _ _77_ _ _ __ _ 60 _ "~ 76- T T T T 6y — T T T
Minn. 76 N i 1
Iowa 81 L6 80 51
Mo, 75 1 29 58
No Daks 7l 76 8l 71
Se Daks 78 9 79 52
Nebr. 81 58 73 L6
Kans, _ _ _?6 ______ S _ __ _ gé ______ Wy
W, Ne Cent, _ _ —_ o T T T T 55—~ 0. """ 7T~
Dele g 61 67 86
Mde 0 65 sl 88
Va, 80 8 52 1
We Vae 76 5 88 68
N. C. 78 o, L7 81
S, C. 7 60 32 77
Gae 76 75 36 yn
Flao  _ _ _ _ _ __ 79 _ (R 13 82 _ _ ___
Se Atle _ _ _ _ _ _ (R 56 oo - (CA
Ky 75 37 8l 70
Tenn, 73 L9 L0 62
Ala, 7 66 L 65
Miss, 7 57 0 76
Ark, 69 29 2l 71
La, 7 71 52 90
Okla, 71 52 25 66
Tex._ _ 66 _ 52 b 66_
Sv Cent,” — 7T T AT T T T T T 50 D g8~ " T T
Mont, ~ ~ =~ ~ 7 7 80—~ 83 - T T T T B 3
daho 8 8 86 87
Wyos 81 73 51 78
Colo, 76 6l 50 6
N, Mex, 68 52 58 77
Ariz, 79 75 8L 80
Utah 78 72 69 79
Nev, 8 6 6
Wash, 7% g 92 0
Oreg. 4 83 88 77
Calif, _ _ ___ _ o 161
West_ —— "~~~ " - T T T 6 T T T T T T % T
U s _______ 8 58.3 680 ___C 6701 _ _ _
1/ Indtoates ourrent supply of feed for grazing relative to that expeoted from ex-
ing stands under very favorable weather conditio Regional and U.S. averages

Se g
ffer from those published i op Producti tﬁ t St mb 1 ith
ther than all li'gestook weighgg.p u; ion in that Stales are oombined with"dairy



