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Milk production on farms for October was estimated at 9,412 million
pounds -- 1 percent above the previous record high of October last year

and 9 percent above the October 19),6-55 average.

October production de-

clined 2 percent from September, about the same rate of seasonal decline
as last year but less than the usual September to October decrease of

5 percent.

Milk production in October was at a rate of 1.76 pounds per

capita, about equal to October last year, but 3 percent below average for

the month.

Total milk production in the first 10 months of 1957 amounted

tc 108.8 billion pounds -- 1 percent more than the previous record high

of 107.8 billion pounds produced during January-October 1956.

Table l.=Mo:

1946-55 average, 1956 and 1957

milk production on farms, United States,

Monthly total Daily average pér capita
Month
Average 1956 1957 Average
ousss | 56 | V5T | 588 | aousess | | T
Mil, Mil, Mil.
pounds pounds pounds Percént Pounds Pounds Pounds
Jane. XX 8,’-‘1‘6 9,603 9,697 101 1079 1.% 198,1
Febe oo 8,28,.l 9,657 9,’4611 1 98 1.93 1.99 1099
Mar. ... 9,799 10,888 10,961 01 2.07 2.10 2408
Apr. ..4 10,530 11,325 11,428 101 2.30 2.25 2424
May....d 12,368 12,840 13,122 102 2,62 2.47 2418
June...d 12,242 12,490 12,633 101 2.67 2.48 24L7
July...4 11,h28 11,526 11,692 101 2.1 2.21 242
Aug. XY 10,’-153 10’659 10,79!.1 101 2.20 20al 240
Sept. .4 9,158 9,512 9,611 101 1.99 1.88 1.86
Octo (XN 8,658 9’276 9,,-112 101 1.82 1077 1.. ]6
Nove «ed 7,879 8,695 1.70 1.7T1
Dece oo 8,223 9,227 1.72 1.76
Year.. 117’,468 125,698 2.10 2od-l

1/ Influenced by extra day in February 1956.

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURTE
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Table 2.-Monthly milk production on farms, selected States,

October 1957, with comparisons 1/

[In millions of pounds/

State Oct. av. | Oct. Septe. Oct. Oct. av. Oct. Sept. Oct.
1946-55 | 1956 1957 | 1957 State | 1olé-ss’ | 1956 | 1957 | 1957
N.Ye cees 671 731 696 735 Gae ecovee 93 101 96 100
Nede eoee 89 91 89 93  (IKye eeces 194 218 235 21,
Pa. ecece hSO 508 512 512 Tem' eee 18).1 198 218 196
OhiGeesee 428 Lss L60 151 ||Alae eoee 101 93 9L 88
Inde eess 295 286 313 285 MisSe o.e 107 11 122 111
1. eese 390 397 Lok 389 ||[Ark. <es. 99 93 108 92
Miche oes 118 L37 LLo L33 Okla. ees 1 129 128 122
Wise eees| 1,006 1,128 1,210 1,184 ||Texe oo 255 245 229 232
Minne e.. L87 529 511 528 Monte «ee L3 Lo n L0
ToWaeeaes Ll2 L56 Lgl 471  |{|IdahCeses 100 115 120 117
MOu cesee 321 319 339 312 |[Wyoe eees 18 16 17 17
N. Dak. « 110 110 128 110 Coloe ecs 68 68 71 69
S. Dak. « 91 97 107 97  |{Utaheeess 50 55 54 g6
Nebre ... 155 159 166 15) Washe oo 137 143 151 7
Kanse eee 182 163 158 161 Oreg. eoe 92 86 90 8,.1
Vae eoeee 16l 176 194 185 Calif. .. L93 585 626 628
We Vae oo 69 69 68 65 Other
NeCe eeee 130 12 152 L States.. 539 6177 718 738
S5.Ce wens L6 50 55 52 ||Us Se .| 8,658 9,276 9,611  9,l12
1/ Monthly data for other States not yet available.
Table 3.-Dairy product-feed price ratios, by regions,
October 15, 1957, with comparisons
Milk-feed 1/ Butterfat-feed 2/
Reglon 1 ct. 15, aw |Oct. 15, | Sept. 15, | Oct. 15,||Oct. 15, av.| Oct. 15| Sept. 15, | oct. 15,
1936-55 1956 1957 1957 1936-55 1956 1957 1957
Ne Atle oes 1.37 1.47 1.51 1.58 - - - -
ENeCo coee 1.39 1.h2 1.37 1.h6 23.L 19.8 19.6 19.9
WeNeCe eose 1.60 1.50 1.52 1.57 27-5 2.7 25.1 25.7
Se Atle eee 1.54 1.66 1.56 .1.66 - - - -
S. Cente . 1.53 1.62 1.50 1.60 18.3 15.6 15.6 15.9
West. XX 1.39 1.’40 l.h2 la)lé 21,1 18.7 18.7 18.9
U. So Y] l.hO 10)-17 10)-15 1.52 2’4.6 22.’4 2209 23-2

l/APounds of concentrate ration equal in value to 1 pound of whole milk sold by farmers to
plants and dealers.
g/ Pounds of concentrate ration equal in value to 1 pound of butterfat in cream sold by

farmers.



Milk per cow continues at record high

Milk production per cow in crop reporters' herds averaged 17.71 pounds on
November 1, which was 2 percent more than the previous record high for the date
established last year. Production per milk cow reached new highs for November 1 in
all sections of the country except the West North Central and South Central Statese.
Increases from November 1 last year ranged from 2 percent in the North Atlantic,

West North Central, and West to 6 percent in the South Atlantic. The rate was up

i percent from the previous year in the East North Central States. It averaged
slightly below last November 1 in the South Central States. Seasonally, milk produced
per cow over the entire country declined only slightly from October 1 to November 1.
Normally, output per cow declines about L percent between these dates. Production

per cow increased from October 1 to November 1 in the North Central and South Atlantic
regions, but declined in the remasinder of the country, although less than usual.

Percent of cows milked above average

Crop reporters were milking about the same proportion of the milk cows in their
herds on November 1 as a month earlier but more than average for November 1. The
proportion being milked was below the November 1, 19.6-55 average only in the North
Atlantic region. Compared with November 1 last year, reporters were milking a larger
proportion of their milk cows in the East North Central, South Atlantic and South
Central regions, but a smaller proportion in the other sections.

Among the 35 States with monthly milk production estimates available, October
production exceeded the record high for the month in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin,
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Utah, and California. Wisconsin, with
1,18k million pounds, led all States in milk production, followed by New York, 735
million; Cslifornia, 628 million; Minnesota, 528 million; and Pennsylvania, 512
million pounds.

Dairy pastures best since November 1, 1942

Dairy pastures continued to improve during October and on November 1 were in the
best condition for the country as a whole since 1942. Condition was 82 percent of
normal on November 1, compared with 81 percent on October 1 and only 63 percent on
November 1 last year. Pastures for milk cows showed some gain in October when
normally a small seasonal decline in condition may be expected. October precipita-
tion and favorable weather improved pasture feed in most sections of the country and
particularly in the North Atlantic States and the West. Winter grasses and fall
seeded grains are providing generally good grazing in the central and southern
Great Plains.

Condition improved in North Atlantic Region

Condition of pastures was considerably above November 1 last year in all regions
of the country except the Atlantic Coast. Some improvement occurred during October
in this region, but pastureswere still in very poor condition in Massachusetts,

Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New Jersey. Pastures were good in the South Atlantic
States on November 1, but were not furnishing as much grazing as on the same date
last year.

Cood pastures in Central States

In the central part of the country, dairy pastures were good and supplying plenty
of feed. Pastures in the East North Central States were in much better condition than
on November 1 last year when they were generally poor. Heavier rainfall this season
in the Grest Plains has resulted in good recovery of pastures from the drought of
1956. Pastures for milking herds were well above average for November 1 in the
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Table L.-Milk produced per milk cow and percent of milk cows milked
in herds kept by reporters 1/

Milk produced per milk cow 2/

Percent of milk cows milked

State
ar}d' November 1, av. November 1, |November 1, |November ?av. November 1, |November 1,
division 19L6-55 1956 1957 19L6-5 1956 1957
Pounds Pounds Pounds Percent Percent Percent

MEs cevevssccncacanen 16.3 19.2 20.0 79.6 80.0 78.3
Ne Ho seeevcnnnnees . 17.9 20.5 20.8 78.9 80.4 77.8
The cesoeacnns ceeenes 16.0 18.L 18.7 75.9 75.6 74.8
M2SSe secenccas ceenae 19.1 21.6 21.7 80.1 81.L 79.6
Conne ... ceeeeaes 19.0 21.6 23.0 78.6 80.9 75.8
Ne Yo eevveeenn ceeeee 19.h 20.9 20.8 76.5 77.1 76.5
Ne Jo eeeeeenn ceeees . 20.8 22.3 22.8 77.9 76.8 76.8
Pae cevnnee RN 18.6 20.6 21.1 76.6 7643 76.9
Ne Atle cevecvnnnne 18.89 20.71 21.08 76,8 76.8 76.6
OhiOeeeesoccses seccse 1706 21.6 21.2 7,40’4 7500 7505
Inde eeecenes creenaee 16.3 18.7 20.1 71.9 7.7 73.3
T1le cecoaccoccccccns 1642 19.2 19.7 67.7 70.0 73.1
Miche seeecocssacenns 19.1 21.9 22.9 7803 79.1 80,0
WiSe eeeesescascncnee 15.8 19.0 20.0 71.8 72.9 13.7
E. N. Cente eeeeres 16.76 19.95 20.73 72.4 73.6 7L.8
MiNMNe eeceeveens ceees 1h.L 16.3 17.0 62.7 63.h 63.1
TOWAe vosccsosconconee 15.5 18.k 18.1 65.2 67.1 6641
MOu coveconcncnncnnns 12.2 14.0 1.0 66,2 66.8 65.2
e Dake vevevenns vere 1.6 13.0 13.6 57.6 57.0 56.7
Se DaKe eeeeras ceeees 11.0 12.7 12,6 56.7 60.8 58.9
Nebre veeeressaccans . 13.9 15.9 15.8 63.1 66.2 6L.0
KanSe ceeececencecene 1.0 16,5 17.3 63.3 6L.6 67.2
W. N. Cente covuns. 13.58 15.57 15.90 62.6 63.9 63.6
Mde cevecccocnannncns 17.2 20.0 21.0 7L.0 75.1 76.5
Tae eesessnsensens cee 1L4.9 18.L 20.4 71.3 7h.2 75.1
We VAe eevncsonncenns 12.9 1L.9 1kL.6 73.7 72.9 71.8
Ne Co tececevccossaas 13.3 16.0 16.0 71.5 72.0 7L.6
Se Co veevncenvovecen 11.3 12.1 13.0 67.0 6li.2 67.3
Ga. LA AR R AN EE RN R . 906 1106 uni 59-2 60._9 61.7
Se Atle eerrecnnnss 13.33 16.15 17.08 69.2 70.5 73.5
Ky. ®ecvvcscvccccoorsss 12.1 1)-103 l)-loh 67.8 66-9 6503
TeMe voeees crecesnne 10.7 12.5 12.7 67.7 67.7 67.8
AlAe cevecens eeeeans 8.8 8.8 8.5 57.6 53.0 53.7
MiSSe eosecsncsavesses 7.3 Te7 7.3 56.9 55.1 55.6
ATKe ceveveonceconces 8.L 9.7 10.2 55.5 5h.9 58.1
. 6.8 8.2 7.8 Lko1 Lo.3 S3.6
Oklae cveeevescsoncns 10.0 13.1 12.0 55.1 59.9 58.7
TeXe eovans cresersene 8.1 10,3 1042 52,2 oh.9 52l

S. Cente ceveennn . 9.55 11.53 11.L8 59.1 _ 60,0 60,2
MONte secessesscncses 15.1 16.3 16.6 67.2 67.1 68.7
JdahOeecoeseesossccsee 18.,.! 20.3 20-5 7)403 76.0 75.2
WWOe esesesessssasarse 16.4 17k 18.7 68.1 72.0 6L.1
COLOe essosevsnssncne 15.2 17.3 18.5 66.8 71.0 73.0
Ut@heeeeevscsseconnes 18,9 22.8 22.k 76.2 80.6 77.5
Washe eeseessscssoese 18.9 20.7 21.7 773 79.1 80.6
OTEZe eeeeesscosnonns 16.1 17.3 18.3 75.6 78.7 78,6

Calife eeeeseesssocee 19,0 22:0 23,2 75.6 79.2 7901__—_
WeSte eossnnsnccane 17.59 21.03 21.5L 73.9 77.3 77.2
Ue Se evccessseonns 1L.68 17.28 17.71 68.0 69.4 69.9

}/ Figures for New England States and New Jersey represent combined crop and special dairy reporters;

others represent crop
separately.

reporters only.

Regional averages include less important dairy States not shown

_2/ Averages represent daily milk production divided by the total number of milk cows (in milk or dry).
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Table 5.-Dairy pasture feed condition, as percentape of normal,
November 1, 1957, with comparisons 1/

[Fercent of normal/

State

and November 1, ave. November 1, November 1, Novemb;; 1,
= 1
division 19L6-55 1955 1956 9

MEs eecosvcscasasasascacasacane 76 90 81 75
Ne He eeeocseceeensnscecnnsanes 76 91 78 76
The sooeenccecansoccacesaacnnne 78 90 80 82
MASSs seeessccsecncssassccaanse 77 95 73 53
Re To eeeccerccasasscncaccsnes 76 93 96 L8
COMMe ooececscesscancnssacannas 7 93 82 60
Ne Yo eoeccescescecscscescascass 76 86 8l 70
Ne Jo eeeececconccccsannaneacas 68 78 76 57
Pl eeceeccccescencconssocnaoes 70 8l 83 66

Ne Atle eeveereenoncencnccnas 73 86 82 67

OhiOeseseesaccsccasonncscasanns 7 85 77 83
Ifide ecsecccesssccecossscscacee 76 87 66 86
T1le eeesscecessaaccocccoaceces 76 80 55 82
MicChe esessceasecocssvesccsnane 73 73 65 8L

WiSe eeesecscsccesccescssascane 69 67 65 80 -

Ee No CeNte evvocencrocencans 73 76 66 82

MinNe eecesescscsacscccscsscans 72 71 70 88
e - 77 70 g6 91
MOs eovocsccccs 66 73 26 74
Ne DaKe ceeceeecccccccccnsscncs 72 70 6L 81
Se DBKe se0cesccceccccccccccane 7h 53 [ 90
Nebr'e esscecessccsccocccccscsse 76 59 37 92
KANSe ceseescocecsccascccsscnce 70 61 27 8L

We No CeNte sececcesccccnns .e 72 67 51 87

DEle ceeeacncesesscscnacsonsaas 69 82 87 71
MOe teveveescsscacccsaccccccnns 71 83 81 75
Ve eevcneeceeneccancancancacns 68 7 86 86
We Vae eesesecncncnns ceetssssenn 69 70 89 75
Ne Co teneeveneencovonensennane 73 78 80 81
Se Co vevoesnessosascscscscanns 66 71 75 79
G4 evesecsacacascascnscnsacene 67 70 78 80
Floae seeveecocacnasascscccann . 73 72 79 8L

Se Atle eeeeececcecnens 69 yin 82 80

| .. 68 83 79 82
TENNe eoveececescassenoacasanas 63 73 65 86
I Y 63 63 71 80
MiSSe eeececocccens ceescccsccne 65 T2 63 82
ATKe tinneeneeneennanns 62 76 Lo 8L
L8: tieetescasconecsanassnncnne 67 82 sl 81
() 6L 69 26 83
T@Xe seevoesavecccsccsccccccnse 60 09 26 80

Se CeNte eeeeeccssscecsconnone 63 70 L9 82

MONto eeeecones B1 B3 33 8L
G R 8L 88 87 90
WY 0u eeeeeenenccnescnasanasence 77 81 66 96
C0LOs eosseecoccssscnnasancanns 70 N Ls 89
T ' 68 80 Ll 76
Ariz. ceviiiiiecicncttcncacaans 81 85 6l 7L
Utahesesseeesnsnnnnnnseecansans 78 75 67 89
Neve tieiieececencenscanscncnns 82 79 91 93
Washe eeeeceecscceosssenscnnane 80 87 80 81
Orege eesessessssscsscascccnans 83 86 8L 86
Celife eeveeessescanssoccaccans 74 3 78 87

WesSte eeceecocsacsccnncnnnnas 17 78 13 86

Us Se seveeceececcnnsocacnsan 71.6 73.8 63.1 82.0

1/ Indicates current supply of feed for grazing relative to that expected from existing stands under
very favorable weather conditions. Regional and U. S. averages differ from those published in Crop
Production in that States are combined with dairy rather than all livestock weights.
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THE 1957 PASTURE SEASON

PASTURE FEED CONDITIONS*
57

July 1,19

FEED CONDITIONS*
June 1, 1957

PASTURE

OF NORWAL

80 and over Good to excellent
65 to 80 Poor to fair
50 to 65 8RR Very poor
35 to 50 R Severe drought

® INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT EXPECTED
M EXISTING STANDS UNDER VERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITION.
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SEAVICE

®AS REPORTED 8Y
CROP CORRESPONDENTS

PERCENT
OF NORMAL
80 and over Good to excellent

65 to 80 Poor to fair
50 to 65 BRR Very poor

¥ INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT E‘XPEC"’D
ROM E£XISTING STANDS UNDER VERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS
NEG. 4265-87 {6) AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE
PASTURE FEED CONDITIONS*

Sept. 1, 1957

S ABRY

NEG. 4311-87 (7)

%AS REPORTED BY
CROP CORRESPONDENTS

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

U. 3. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FEED CONDITIONS*
Aug. 1, 1957

7

PASTURE

PERCENT PERCENT
OF NORMAL OF NORMAL
80 and over (7] Good to excellent
65 to 80 Poor to fair
50 to 65 BRA Very poor
35 to 50 B Severe drought ®AS REPOARTED BY
Under 35 [l Extreme drought CROP COARESPONDENTS :
% INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT EXPECTED
F. M EXISTING STANDS UNDER VERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITION.
NEG. 4481-87 (9] AGAICULTURAL MARKETING 3ERVICE

80 and over Good to excellent
¥AS REPORTED 8Y

65 to 80 Poor to fair

50 to 65 BB Very poor

35 10 50 9 Severe drought

Under 35 [l Eatreme drought CROP CORRESPONDENTS

% INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT EXPECTED
‘OM EXISTING STANDS UNDEAR VERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS
NEG, 4406-87 (8) AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE U. $. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

PASTURE FEED CONDITIONS*
.1,1957

U. 3. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

PASTURE FEED CONDITIONS*
Oct. 1, 1957

PERCENT

OF NORMAL
80 and over Good ta excellent
65 to 80 Poor to fair
50 to 65 ERR Very poor
®AS REPORTED BY
CROP CORRESPONDENTS

35 10 50 B Severe drought
¥ INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT EXPECTED
FROM EXISTING STANDS UNDER VERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

PERCENT
Of NORMAL
80 and over () Good to excellent
65 to 80 P72 Poor to fair

50 to 65 B Very poor

35 to 50 B Severe drought
® INDICATES CURRENT SUPPLY OF PASTURE FEED FOR GRAZING RELATIVE TO THAT EXPECTED

M EXISTING STANDS UNDER VERY FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITION.
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

NEG, 4887-87 (10)

NEG, 4604-87 (11)

*AS3 REPORTED BY
CROP CORRESPONDENTS

U.3, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURC

U. S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE




West North Central region and were in the best condition for the date since 1951,
although pasture feed was only fair in Missouri. In the South Central States,
pastures were supplying abundant feed and were the best for November 1 since 1950.
There were a few spots of poor pastures in western Kansas and in western and extreme
southern Texas.

In general, pastures were excellent on November 1 in the Western States as a
whole, and were in the best condition for the date since 1941. Precipitation of
recent weeks improved condition from October 1 in all States except Arizona. However,
some areas of the Pacific Northwest and New Mexico still needed more moisture.

1957 DAIRY PASTURE SEASON

Dairy pastures during the 1957 season were generally good, although severe dry
weather caused serious shortages of pasture feed in the North Atlantic and Middle
Atlantic States. Pastures for milk cows were considerably better during the 1957
season than in the preceding S5 years., Dairy pastures for the April 1 - October 1
period averaged 83 percent of normal in 1957 compared with only 75 percent in 1956
and the 1946-55 average of 80 percent. Milk cows in the lower New England States and
New Jersey had the poorest grazing season since records began in 1917. In addition,
pastures in Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland were the poorest in about 15 years.
In contrast, the condition of dairy pastures in most of the central part of the
eountry was the highest in the last 6 or 7 years.

Precipitation was adequate in most of the country for dairy pastures in the early
part of the season. Condition of dairy pastures on April 1 was considerably higher
than for the corresponding date a year earlier and slightly above the April 1,

19,6-55 average. The April 1, condition represented the average condition of the early
pasture States in the southern part of the country and the Pacific Coast area where
milk cows are generally on green feed by this date. Considerable pasture feed was
available in these regions on April 1 as conditions were the best since 1953. The
1956 drought situation was relieved in the central and southern Great Plains by
precipitation in March and early April this year. In the central Plains States,
pastures had not recovered completely from the severe drought by April 1, but with
ample precipitation improved rapidly in the next few weeks. Greatest improvement

was in the southern Plains States, particularly in Oklahoma and Texas where the

April 1 condition was up sharply from a year earlier,

Dairy pastures in the Nation improved more than usual during April and by May 1
were the best for that date since 1952. Development of grass was delayed in early
April in many areas by cool weather, but with adequate moisture and warm weather the
latter part of the month pastures grew rapidly. In the southern States east of the
Great Plains, pastures made excellent growth during April and were supplying adequate
grass for dairy cows on May 1. Above-normal rainfall in most of the Southwest
improved pasture feed considerably, compared with the dry condition that existed in
1956, Dairy pastures in the northern Great Plains and western Corn Belt showed great
improvement by May 1, and feed prospects were generally good in these areas. In the
Pacific Northwest, pastures for milking herds made excellent growth during April and
provided abundant grass. However, pastures in the eastern Corn Belt and North Atlantic
States were delayed by cool weather and supplied only limited feed.

The country's dairy pastures contimued to improve during May and by June 1 were
in the best condition for the date since 19LLh. Conditions were generally excellent
on June 1 in most North Central States, with sharp improvement from 1956 indicated
in the western Corn Belt. Condition was from 22 to L1 percentage points above June 1,
1956, in South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, and Kansas. In much of the Atlantic
Coast area, pastures declined due to dry weather in mid-May. The June 1 condition of
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