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GENERAL COMMENTS

Sales of elght classes of nursery products grown by nurseries in California, Colorado,
Florida, Illinois, and Iowa in 1956 were velued at over $32,000,000, according to the Crop Re-
porting Board of the United States Department of Agriculture. Broad-leaved evergreens accounted
for $7,300,000 in sales, followed by rose plants at $6,300,000, conifers $5,600,000, citrus and
subtropical fruit trees $4,400,000, deciduous fruit and nut trees $3,700,000, deciduous shade
trees $2,600,000, deciduous shrubs $2,000,000, and grape vines $300,000. California sales
totaled almost $20,000,000, Illinois sales $5,000,000, Florids $i,500,000, Iowa $2,500,000, and
Colorado $400,000. These vaelues represent gross returns to producers for all sales at the whole-
sale level. All retail sales were reduced to an equivalent wholesale value using the average
wholesale prices reported for each State.

Nursery stock avallable for sale in 1957 exceeds 1956 sales by classes as follows: Broad-
leaved evergreens 55 percent, citrus and subtropical fruit trees 4l percent, conifers 39 percent,
deciduous fruit and nut trees 19 percent, deciduous shade trees 57 percent, deciduous shrubs 66
percent, grape vines 50 percent, and rose plants 10 percent. Quantities of saleble stock should
not be considered as a forecast of 1957 sales since the carryover of meny classes of nursery
products from year to year is rather substantial, and the wastage of bare root stock is often
large for some plants and trees.

This 1s the first report published by the Crop Reporting Board covering the nursery indus-
try. The survey included eight classes of nursery products grown in five States selected as a
cross section of the industry. In this report, the term "growers' refers to nursery products
held for one or more seasons and sold in 1956 (excluding budding, grafting, or lining-out stock).
A pilot survey on production and sales was conducted during the first part of 1957 following an
earlier inquiry made to establish 1ists of commercial producers and size and type of production
in each of the five States. The "pillot" survey has been used to ascertain the problems in col-
lecting needed data and to work out procedures to handle these problems in other States. All
estimates relate to commercial producers. A commercial producer is defined as one who produced
. and sold at least $1,000 of nursery products during 1956. The number of commercial producers of
the eight selected classes of nursery products who qualified under this definition follows:
Florida 628, California 577, Illinois 229, Iowa 61, and Colorado 35. Virtually a complete re-
port was received from these growers on size and type of production during 1956. Reports on
1956 production and sales and 1957 intentions were received from 64 percent of the producers
who qualified as "commercial." However, these growers accounted for over 9k percent of the
total sales estimated for the eight classes of nursery products surveyed in the five States.
The distribution of producers and their sales, classified by the size of establishment, is shown
in the lower section of each table. This information will not be collected each year. However,
such data will be published in future reports from time to time as new surveys are made in the
various States.

In California the total number sold in 1956 for the eight classes of nursery products sur-
veyed was well above similar data collected for 1949 by the Bureau of the Census during the 1950
Census of Agriculture. The most notable gains were shown in the sales of broad-leaved evergreens
and deciduous fruit and nut trees. Growers reported January 1957 inventory numbers ranging from
13 percent above 1956 sales for deciduous fruit and nut trees, to 55 percent above 1956 gales
for grape vines. Quantities of salable stock for 1957 ranged from 10 percent above 1956 for
rose plants, to 56 percent ebove 1956 sales for deciduous shrubs.

Number of nursery plants and trees sold in Florida was also well above 1949. The most no-
table gains in sales were shown by broad-leaved evergreens and citrus and subtropical fruit
trees. More nurseries were producing citrus and subtropical fruit trees in Florida than were
producing any other class of nursery stock surveyed in each of the five pilot States. The Janu-
ary inventory for citrus and subtropical fruit trees exceeded 1956 sales by 45 percent , while
trees available for sale in 1957 were 49 percent above 1956 sales.

Illinois nurseries also report a substantial increase in sales since 1949, with the largest
gain shown by conifers. The January 1957 inventory for conifers was five times as great as 1956
sales, while plants availlable for sale in 1957 exceeded 1956 sales by only 2l percent, indicating
a large volume of young stock on hand for sale in future years. Conifers accounted for approxi-
mately two-thirds of the total value of sales in Illinois during 1956. Deciduous shade trees
and deciduous shrubs accounted for most of the other sales in Tllinois.

Continued on Page 19.
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TABLE 1. - BROAD-LEAVED EVERGREENS

Ttem California | Colorado |Florids | Mlimots | Towa | 2;5tele
Producers (1950)cssess0s«+number 361 T 269 9% 17 732
Sales
Plants sold (1956)....thousands 8,650 .9 2,206 133 34 11,02k
Type of sale:
Wholesaleecseoseesseqsspercent 89 4 53 88 12 88
Retollecececocsecesessopercent 11 96 h7 12 88 12
Value, wholesa@le.......$l,000 5,450 1.6 1,654 201 36 7,343
Price per plant (1956):
Wholesaleeesssessessess dollars 0.63 1.78 0.75 1.50  1.06 2/ 0.67
Retall.eceeeccssncecaesssdollars 1.36 4,00 1l.23 3.27 2.46 1.33
Plants in production:
Jenuary 1957
Inventoryeecesssseeessthousands 12,100 1.7 k,315 243 50 16,710
Available for sale in
1957, indicated 1/...thousands 12,460 4.5 4,436 166 50 17,116
Available for sale in
1957 as percentage of
1956 seles 1/ceecesess percent 1hk 500 201 125 147 155
Producers classified by
annual value of sales (1956):
Less than $1,000:
Establishments........percent 20.2 3/ 29.3 77.6 3/ 33.3
Value Of S8leS........percent 0.h 3/ 1.2 9.0 3/ 0.9
$1,000 to $4,999:
Establishments........percent 38.7 3/ 37.2 12.2 3/ 33.5
Value of saleS........percent - 5.5 3/ 8.2 13.9 3/ 6.3
$5,000 to $9,999:
Establishments........percent 13.5 3/ 18.2 6.1 3/ 4.1
Value of saleS........percent 3.7 3/ 1k.5 Te5 3 6.2
$10,000 to $1k4,999:
EstablishmentsSe..e.....percent b1 3/ 2.6 y bl 3/ 3.3
Velue Of B&leB........Dercent 2.8 3/ 4.8 L/69.6 3/ 3.h
$15,000 to $24,999:
Establishments........percent 5.9 3/ 6.7 %/ 3/ 5.2
Value Of 8aleB........percent 4.6 3/ 20.3 L/ 3/ 8.0
$25,000 to $49,999:
Esteblishments........percent 7.0 3/ 3.0 y 3/ k.5
Value Of 88leBe......spercent 13.8 3/ 11.8 L/ 3/ 13.3
$50,000 and over:
Establishments........percent 10.6 3/ 3.0 y 3/ 6.1
Value Of 881€Be....s..percent 69.2 3/ 39.2 L/ 3/ 61.9
Total:
Establishments........percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

_Value of saleS........percent

— | 1%0.0 e
1/ HNursery stock avallable for sale should not be considered as a forecast of 1957 sales since

the carryover of nursery stock from year to year is rather substantial.
g/ Derived by dividing 5-States wholesale value by number plants sold.

_3/ Not sufficient numbers in Colorado and Iowa to show classification distribution, included

in 5-State total.

L/ Producers with sales of $15,000 to $2U4,999; $25,000 to $49,999; and $50,000 and over in-
cluded with sales of $10,000 to $14,999 to avoid disclosing individual operations.
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BROAD-LEAVED EVERGREENS

Sales of broad-leaved evergreens grown by 732 commercial producers in California, Colorado,
Florida, Tllinois and Iowa amounted to $7,343,000 in 1956. California has sales of $5,450,000,
followed by Floride with $1,654,000, Illinois $201,000, Iowa $36,000 and Colorado $1,600.
Approximately 11.0 million plants were sold in the five States during 1956. Similar date col-
lected for 1949 in the 1950 Census of Agriculture showed approximately 3.5 million broad-leaved
evergreens sold in these five States. Sales in California totaled 8.6 million plants in 1956,
followed by Florida with 2.2 million, T1linoie 133 thousand, Iowa 34 thousand and Colorado 0.9
thousand.

Broad-leaved evergreens available for sale in 1957 exceed those sold in 1956, in the follow-
ing order: Colorado 40O percent, Florida 10l percent, Iowe 47 percent, California Uk percent,
and Illinois 25 percent. Carryover of broad-leaved evergreen nursery stock from year to year is
rather substantial; therefore, plents available for sale should not be considered as a forecast
of 1957 sales.

Wholesale returns per plent in the five States were $0.63 in California, $0.75 in Florida,
$1.06 in Towa, $1.51 in Tllinois, and $1.78 in Colorado. Average number of plants sold per pro-
ducer showed 129 in Colorado, 1,357 in Illinois, 2,000 in Iowa, 8,201 in Florida, and 25,366 in
California. Of the total sales made in the five States, 88 percent were made at the wholesale
level and 12 percent at retail. Percentages sold at wholesale were 89 percent in California, 88
percent in I1linois, 53 percent in Florida, 12 percent in Iowa and 4 percent in Colorado.

The following chart illustrates the pattern of operation classified by the 1956 velue of
sales for broad-leaved evergreens in California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, and Iowa. While
only about one-tenth of the producers in the five States had sales over $25,000 per year, these
growers accounted for about three-fourths of the total sales. Producers with sales under $5,000
accounted for two-thirds of the growers but only T percent of the total value of sales.

BROAD-LEAVED EVERGREENS

Producers and Sales by Size of Operation as % of Total, Five States *¥1956
VALUE OF % OF TOTAL

SA“;} $) o 20 40 60 80 100

T T T T T T

Under 1,000

1,000-4,999
5,000-9,999 @(ProducersI
N\Value of sales
10,000-14,999
15,000-24,999

25,000-49,999

50,000 and over

*CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, ILLINOIS, IOWA, FLORIDA

U. S. DEPARTMENT CF AGRICULTURE NEG. 4374-57 (7) AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE
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TABLE 2. CITRUS AND SUBTROPICAL FRUIT TREES

Items California Florida 2-gtate total 1/
Producers (1956)ccceccecessessss number 188 hs52 640
Sales:
Trees 501d (1956)se.eessq.othousands 1,041 1,945 2,986
Type of sale:
WholeBSBlessseeeasssssseessapercent 75 63 67
Retallecesesssoasascscesssepercent 25 37 33
Value, wholesalesececeeeesssse$l,000 2,165 2,198 4,363
Price per tree (1956):
Wholesaleseessssscccasessessdollars 2.08 1.13 3/ 1.k6
Retallecesescoeoscscccccacsccdollars 2.5.1. 1;23 1.57
Trees in production:
January 1957 inventory.....thousands 1,378 2,843 4,221
Available for sale in
1957, indicated g/. eeeeeesthousands 1,290 2,913 4,203
Aveilable for sale in 1957
as percentage of 1956
8ales 2/ceectscsceccscsssssopercent 12k 150 1
Producers classified by annual
velue of sales (1956):
Less than $1,000:
Establishment8ecoececseeeesoopercent 33.5 29.0 30.3
Value of 88le8.ccessessseespercent 0.5 1.7 1.1
$1,000 to $’+}999:
EsteblishmentsS.eceeceeeess.percent 21.8 51.1 ho.5
Value Of 88leBeececscessess percent b4 26.0 14.8
$5)OOO to $9:999:
EstablishmentSeceecccococes .percent l,‘“o9 9. 5 11.1
Value of s@leS.eeeesecessssopercent Te3 12,7 10.0
$10,000 to $14,999:
EstablishmentsS..ceceecesso.percent 9.0 4.9 6.1
Value Of 881€Sececececssssqssopercent 8.9 11.L4 10.2
415,000 to $24,999:
EstablishmentSeceeceeeseses.percent k.3 k,0 ka
Value of Sales......n.....percent 7.0 1302 10.1
$25,000 and over:
Establishments.ceceessesosopercent 16.5 1.5 5.9
Value Of 881€BeecscsecssssesoDercent T2.9 35.0 53.8
Total:
EstablishmentB.cceeeseeeseopercent 100.0 100.0 100.0
Value Of B8aleB..ees.000000opexrcent 100.0 100.0 100.0

1/ Colorado, Illinois and Jowa are not commercial producers of citrus and subtropical fruit
trees. g/ Nursery stock available for sale should not be considered as a fore
since the carryover of nursery stock from year to year is rather substantial. :_3/ Derived by di-
viding 2-State wholesale value by number of trees sold.

-6 -
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CITRUS AND SUBTROPICAL FRUIT TREES

Sales of citrus and subtropical frult trees by 640 commercial producers in California end
Florida amounted to $4,363,000. The other three States in the pilot study hed no commercial pro-
duction. Florida sales totaled $2,198,000 and Californis had $2,165,000. Approximetely 3 mil-
1ion trees were sold in the two States during 1956. Similar data collected for 1949 1in the 1950
Census of Agriculture showed approximetely 1.2 million trees sold in the two States. Floride
s0ld 1.9 million trees in 1956 while California reported 1 million.

Citrus and subtropical frult trees available for sale in 1957 exceed those sold in 1956 as
follows: Florida 50 percent, and California 2k percent. Carryover of citrus and subtroplcal
fruit tree nursery stock from year to year is rather substantial; therefore trees available for
sale should not be considered as a forecast of 1957 sales.

Wholesale return per tree averaged $1.13 in Florida and $2.08 in California. The average
number of trees sold per producer was 4,303 in Florida and 5,537 in California. In both States
the majority of the nursery sales were at a wholesale level.

The following chart illustrates the pattern of operations classified by 1956 value of sales
for eitrus and subtroplcal fruit trees grown in Californie and Florida. Producers with sales
of $15,000 and over accounted for only 10 percent of the growers but almost two-thirds of the
sales.

CITRUS AND SUBTROPICAL FRUIT TREES

Producers and Sales by Size of Operation as % of Total, Five States ¥ 1956

VALUE OF %, OF TOTAL
S“‘i") 0 20 40 60 80 100

Under 1,000
1,000-4,999
5,000-9,999 %‘/l’roducersI

N Value of sales
]0,0.00-14,999

15,000-24,999

25,000-49,999

50,000 and over

b 3
CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, ILLINOIS, IOWA, FLORIDA
NO COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION IN COLORADO, ILLINOIS AND [OWA

1 1 1

U. S. DEPARTMENT CF AGRICULTURE NEG.4375-57 (7) AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE




TABLE 3. - CONIFERS

[alifornia

Ttem Colorado | Florida | Illinois | Towa | J-State
total
Producers (1956)eesss.qq nunber 261 33 102 207 59 662
Sales:
Plants sold (1956)...thousands | 2,251 73 115 916 190 3,545
Type of sale:
WholeSaleceesoesesssopercent 90 48 46 67 55 80
Ret@llececocscccnnes .percent 10 52 5’4 33 hs 20
Value, wholesale......$1,000| 1,441 265 136 3,243 koo 5,575
Price per plant (1956):
Wholesalessesssosessssodollars| 0.6k 3.63 1.18  3.54 2.58 2/ 1.52
Retail.................dolla.l‘s 1072 6.MI- 1.59 6035 5026 ,"'035
Plants in production:
January 1957
inventol'y'o eeeessessthousands 3, 032 229 185 h‘, 560 56"“ 8, 570
Available for sale in :
1957, indicated 1/.thousands| 2,957 108 282 1,136 Lo 4,932
Available for sale in
1957 as percentage
of 1956 sales 1/.....percent 131 148 25 12k 236 139
Producers classified by
annual value of sales (1956):
Less than $1,000:
Establishments.......percent ho.2 18.2 T70.6 13.0 13.6 32.9
Value of 88l€S.......percent 1.5 1.1 T.7 0.3 8.6 1.5
$l: 000 to $h: 999:
Establishments.......percent 32.6 k5.5 22,5 ks, ) 38.9 36.3
Value of 88le€B.......percent 8.7 T.2 36.9 5.0 9.0 7.2
$5}000 to $9:9993
Establishments.......percent 14.2 15.2 3.9 15.9 20.3 13.8
Value Of s8leBe......percent 13.0 9.2 16.3 .7 8.9 TT
$10,000 to $14,999:
Establishments.......percent 5.4 3221 3 3.0 9.7 8.5 6.3
Value of saleS.......percent 9.2 3/ 8.5 3/ 39.1 6.5 7.2 7.3
$15,000 to $2)+,999:
Establishments.......percent 2.7 3/ 3/ 5.3 8.5 3.9
Value of saleB.......percent 7.5 3/ 3/ 5.3 10.1 7.5
$25,000 and over:
Esteblishmentsg.......percent k.9 3/ 3/ 10.7 10.2 6.8
Value of saleB.......percent| 60,1 3/ 3/ 78.2 56.2 68.8
Total :
EstablishmentB8e......percent| 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Value of sales.......percentl 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

the carryover of nursery stock from year to year is
5-State wholesale value by number of plants sold.

ratheér substantial.
3/ Producers with sales of $15,000 to $25,000

2/

1/ Nursery stock available for sale should not be considered as a forecast of 1957 sales since

Derived by dividing

and over included with sales of $10,000 to $14,999 to avoid disclosing individual operations.



CONIFERS

Sales of conifers grown by 662 commercial producers in Califormia, Colorado, Florida, T11i-
nois, and Towa amounted to $5,575,000 in 1956. Illinois had sales of $3,243,000, California had
$1,1J¢1,ooo, Towa $490,000, Colorado $265,000, and Florida $136,000. Approximately 3.5 million
plants were sold in the five States during 1956. Simlilar datae collected for 1949 in the 1950
Census of Agriculture showed approximately 2.6 million conifers sold in the five States. Call-
fornia reported 2.3 million conifers sold in 1956 followed by Illinois with 916 thousand, Iowa
190 thousand, Florida 115 thousand, and Colorado 73 thousand.

Conifers available for sale in 1957 exceed those sold in 1956 in the following order:
Florida 145 percent, Iowa 136 percent, Colorado 48 percent, California 31 percent, and Illinols
2h percent. Carryover of conifer nursery stock from year to year is rather substantiel; there-
fore plants available for sele should not be considered as a forecast of 1957 sales.

Returns per plant were $0.64 in California, $1.18 in Florida, $2.58 in Iowa, $3.54 in Il1-
inois, and $3.63 in Colorado. Average number of plants sold per producer showed 1,127 in Flor-
ida, 2,212 in Colorado, 3,220 in Iowa, 4,425 in Illinois and 8,625 in Californmia. Of the total
sales in the five States, 80 percent were made at the wholesale level and 20 percent at retail.
Proportion sold retail ranged from one-tenth in Californiae and one-third in Illinois to about
one-half in Colorado, Florida, and Iowa.

The following chart illustrates the pattern of operations classified by the 1956 value of
sales for conifers in California, Colorado, Florida, I1linois, and Jowa. While only 7 percent
of the producers in five States had sales over $25,000 per year, these growers accounted for
more than two-thirds of the total sales. Producers with sales under $10,000 accounted for over
four-fifths of the growers but only about one-sixth of the total value of sales.

CONIFERS

Producers and Sales by Size of Operation as % of Total, Five States* 1956
VALUE OF % OF TOTAL

SALES (3) ¢ 20 40 60 80 100

Under 1,000

1,000-4,999
5,000-9,999 %(ProducersI

| NValue of sales
10,000-14,999
15,000-24,999

25,000-49,999

50,000 and over

1 1 | ] 1 1
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CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, ILLINOIS, IOWA, FLORIDA
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TABLE 4. - DECIDUOUS FRUIT AND NUT TREES

Ttem California | Colorado | Florida | Illinois Towa 5;5::;:'3
Producers (1956)¢.esee...number 126 16 55 T3 31 301
Sales: (
Trees sold (1956)...thousands 66 12 2
Type of sale: 25 3 o 683 6,515
WholeSaleeessossessopercent sh T2 82 k2 61 56
Retaileeesecscseessepercent 46 28 18 58 39 Lk
Value, wholesale.....$1,000] 3,006 7.3 2lh 13 ko3 3,673
Price per tree (1956):
WholeBalessssssoessessdollars 0.5’4‘ 0.61 1.03 0.76 0.59 y 0.56
Retalleeeossssssssssssdollars 0.82 2,62 1.60 1.88 1.25 0.88
Trees in production:
January 1957
Inventoryes ...« thousands 6 »293 24 203 33 652 T,205
Available for sale
in 1957, indi-
cated 1/.........thousands 6,376 15 293 34 1,044 7,762
Avallable for sale
in 1957 as percent-
age of 1956 sales 1/ percent 115 125 124 200 153 119
Producers classified by
annual velue of sales (1956):
Less than $1,000:
Establishments......percent 42,0 68.8 T6.T 8.9 TL.0 63.2
Velue of saleS......percent .2 20.1 1.2 29.6 o7 .5
$1,000 to $4,999:
Establishments......percent 21.4 3/ 3.2 10.7 15.1 3/ 16.1 16.6
Value of salesS......percent 2.0 3/ 799 2.7 70.b 3/ 6.9 2.1
$5,000 to $9’999:
Establishments......percent 13.5 3/ y 12.6 — 3/ 6.6
Value of saleS......percent 2.9 3/ I/ 96 —— 3/ 2.9
$10,000 to $14,999:
Establishments......percent 3.2 ——— g/ -—— ——— 2,0
Value of saleS......percent 1.7 — L/ -—- — 1.9
$15,000 to $24,999:
Establishmentse......percent 5.6 — y — 3/ 3.3
Value of sales......percent L3 -— L/ - 3/ 4.8
$25, 000 to $1"9: 999:
Establishments......percent 2.k - ——- - 3/ 1.3
Value of sales......percent 2.8 -——- — —— 3/ 2.6
$50,000 and over:
Establishments......percent 11.9 —— ll't/ -—- 12.9 7.0
Value of s&8leS......percent 86.1 - L/ -—- 92.4 85.2
Total:
Establishments......percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Value of s8leBecccee ercent

17 Nursery stock avallable for sale should not be considered as a forecast of 1957 sales since

100.0

100.0 100.0 100.0

100.0

100.0

the carryover of nursery stock from year to year is rather substantial and the wastage of bare

root stock 18 large at times.

g/ Derived by dividing 5-State wholesale velue by number of trees sold.
3/ Producers with sales of $5,000 to $9,999; and/or $15,000 to $2k,999; and/or $25,000 to

$49,999 included with sales of

/" Producers of $10,000 to $ik

$5,000 to $9,999 to avoid disclosing individual operations.
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$1,000 to $4,999 to avoid disclosing individual operations.
,999; $15,000 to $24,999; and $50,000 and over included with






