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Potato Stocks Down 9 Percent

Potato stocks totaled 68.1 million cwt on May 1, 1994, down 9 percent from last
year and 2 percent below two years ago. This report covers 19 percent of fall
potato production in the 15 storage States, compared with 20 percent a year
ago. Disappearance for the season is a record high 298 million cwt of
potatoes, 2 percent above last year and 1 percent abave 1992. Shrink and lass
of 28.8 million cwt was 9 percent below a year ago. Processors used a record
high 140 million cwt of potatoes, up 8 percent for the season compared with
last year. April processing totaled 17.2 million cwt of potatoes. up

17 percent from a year earlier.

Fall Potatoes: Production and Stocks
16 Storage States
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Fall Potatoes:

Production and Stocks,

Crop EProduction; Dec 1
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15 Major States,
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1984-93

Jan 1 Feb 1
1,000 Cwt
73,380 144,760
02,800 171.510
80,915 154,545
96,760 167,325
77.750 151,050
73,550 144,290
94,460 162,850
11.005 178.515
15,940 184,560
09,270 178.070

Quantity Used for Processing, Eight States, 1991-93 1/

Year
1984 302.958
1985 343,984
1986 307,928
1987 335,607
1988 305.623
1989 316,097
1990 344 200
1991 363 541
1992 368,516
1693 366,088
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2/ Includes Maine grown potatoes only.
3/ MI, MN, ND, and WI.
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Fall Potatoes: Production and Stocks on May 1, 1993-94

Percent
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Crop of 1992 Crop of 1993

State : : Stocks : b4 : : Stocks

Prod : May 1, : of : Prod : May 1.

1993 - Prod : : 1994
--- 1,000 Cwt ---- Percent --- 1,000 Cwt ----
CA 5.600 1,200 21 4,800 1,000
€0 22,110 6.900 31 25,270 6,100
1D 127.050 35,500 28 121,460 29.500
ME 24,300 4,400 18 20,540 3,900
MI 10,800 600 6 11,780 700
MN 16,080 2.600 16 12,100 2,200
MT 2,465 270 11 2,700 160
NE 2,698 260 10 3,008 100

NY :

Long Island : 1,984 1/ 1,643 1/
Upstate : 5,824 1/210 6,050 1/400
ND : 27,690 4,000 14 19,980 2,200
OH 1,440 1/ 1,140 1/
OR 21,075 4,500 21 23.277 7.000
PA 4,940 300 b 4,600 100
WA 69,300 10.400 15 85,500 11.500
WI 25,160 3.900 16 22,240 3,200
Total 15 State; 368,516 75,040 20 366,088 68,060
1/ Combined to prevent possible disclosure of individual operations.
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May Potato Stocks Down 9 Percent

Potato stocks totaled 68.1 million cwt on May 1. 1994, down 9 percent from last
year and 2 percent below two years ago. Stocks made up 19 percent of fall
potato production in the 15 storage States, compared with 20 percent a year ago.
Season-to-date disappearance and processing were both record high. Shrinkage
and loss was 9 percent below last year.

Processing in the eight major States claimed a record high 140 million cwt of
potatoes from the 1993 crop and continues at a furious pace. This is up

8 percent from last year and 6 percent above two years ago. April processor
usage was 17.2 million cwt, up 17 percent from a year ago and 12 percent above
two years ago.

Disappearance from the start of harvest through April totaled a record high

298 million cwt of potatoes, up 2 percent from Tast year and 1 percent above two
years ago. Shrinkage and loss was estimated at 28.8 million cwt. 9 percent
below the 31.7 million cwt Tost last year but 2 percent above two years ago.
when losses were 28.2 million cwt.

Eastern States stored 4.40 million cwt of potatoes on May 1, 1994, down

10 percent from last year but 83 percent above two years ago. Maine’'s stocks
were down 1l percent. Pennsylvania was down two-thirds. HNew York, combined
with Ohio was doubled with few loads to clean up.

Central States held 8.40 million cwt of potato storage on May 1, 1994, This is
down 26 percent from last year and 34 percent below two years agco. Horth
Dakota's stocks were down 45 percent from last year, Minnesota was off

15 percent. and Wisconsin was down 18 percent. Michigan's stocks were up

17 percent from a year ago but Nebraska was down 62 percent.

Western potato stocks totaled 55.3 million cwt in six States, down & percent
from last year but 2 percent above two years ago. Stocks in Idaho are falling
well below a year ago while potatoes in Washington and Oregon are plentiful.
Idaho’s stocks were down 17 percent and accounted for 53 percent of the Western
holdings. Washington's stocks of 11.5 million cwt, were up 11 percent and
Oregon’s stocks were up 56 percent from last year. California was down

17 percent from a year ago; Colorado slipped 12 percent, and Montana fell

41 percent.
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Reliability of May 1 Stocks Estimates

The "Root Mean Square Error" for the May 1 stocks estimate is 8.1 percent.
This means that the chances are 2 out of 3 that the current estimate of
68.1 million cwt will not be above or below the final estimate by more than
8.1 percent or approximately 5.5 million cwt. Chances are 9 out of

1¢ (90 percent confidence level) that the difference will not exceed

14.1 percent or approximately 9.6 million cwt.

The 10-year (1984-93) record of the differences between the May 1 stocks
estimate and the final estimates averaged 3.80 million cwt, ranging from
0.55 million cwt to 11.5 million cwt. During this 10-year period, the
May 1 estimate has been below the final estimate 8 out of 10 years.

Fall Potato Stocks: Preliminary and Final May Stocks,
United States, 1983-93

Crop : Preliminary : % of : Final
Year : Stocks : Final : Stocks 1/
1,000 Cwt Percent 1,000 Cwt
1983 : 46,215 91.8 50,365
1984 : 51,575 88 .3 52,465
1985 : 63,380 96.9 65,380
1986 : 57.040 95.4 59,790
1987 : 71,640 102.3 70,030
1988 : 54,390 91.6 59,355
1989 : 50,125 98.9 50.675
1990 : 54,400 86.3 63,040
1991 : 70,020 101.3 69,110
1992 : 63.550 84 .7 75,040
1993 : 68,060 -- --

1/ As reported in the September "Potatees” annual report.

Note: Stocks are defined as the quantity (whether sold or not) remaining
in storage for all purposes and uses, including seed potatoes not yet
moved and shrinkage, waste. and other Tosses that occur ofter the
date of each report. Sates of fall potatoes for all purposes for
the past 5 years averaged 90.5 percent of the total fall production.
Shrinkage. loss and home use account for the remaining 9.5 precent.
Most seed for use the following year is on hand, but remains as
part of stocks until planted.
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The next "Potato Stoecks" report will be released at 3 p.m. ET on
December 13, 1994.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in
1ts programs on the basis of race., color, national origin, sex, religion. age,
disability. political beliefs, and marital or familial status. Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (braille, large print, audiotape. etc.) should contact the

USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-5881 (voice) or (202) 720-7808
(TDD).

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture. USDA, Washington,
D.C.. 20250, or call (202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is
an equal employment opportunity employer.

¥ Want to subscribe? ¥| Time to renew?

Subscribe to Potato Stocks today! if you already subscribe to this timely periodical, note that expiration
information about your subscription appears on the top line of your mailing label. Expiration information will
appear in one of two formats: 1-PPO-2 (this means you have TWO issues remaining in your subscription) or
APRS5 (expiration date is April 1995). Disregard this notice if no renewal information appears. Call toll free,
1-800-999-6779, and tell us whether you want {0 subscribe or renew, or return this form fo: ERS-NASS, 341
Victory Drive, Hermndon, VA 22070.

Potato Stocks ? Yaar 2 Years 3 Years
O Yes! | wantto start my subscription. Domesic [ $21.00 QO $4000 O 3$6000
Q Yes! | wantto renew my subscription. Forign [1$2625 (%5000 O $75.00
New subscribers: Renewals:

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip: ATTACH MAILING LABEL HERE
Daytime phone; ( )

Payment method:

O Bill me (domestic orders only). éggﬁggmxﬁogﬁﬁacha*sdmmmonUiiD§Ws

0 Encicsedis $ pavablet:oERs-NAss.E onal money orders. Make

Credit card orders: Eﬁ MasterCard O Visa Total charges $_ _ .
omewdrmter: [ T T ["T T [ [ T T ITT T 117 T ] cwtemiamoncun: [ | ]

MordYear
For fastest service, call our toll-free order desk 1-800-999-6779,
in the U.S. and Canada; other arecas please call 703-834-0125,
or FAX this page to 703-834-0110.
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