POULTRY

Slaughtered under Federal Inspection and

Poultry Used in Further Processing Release:

December 19468 January 29, 1969
3:00 P.M. (EST)

Inspected Poultry - A total of 923, 002, 000 pounds live weight {chickens, turkeys,
and ducks) was inspected for slaughter during December under the Poultry Inspection
Act carried on by the U,S.D,A. This was 5 percent less than the previous month
and 3 percent more than December 1967,

The number of head and pounds (live weight) inspected by classes in December 1968
were young chickens, 178,350,000 head, 652, 006, 000 pounds; mature chickens,
14,076,000 head, 63,465,000 pounds; fryer~roaster turkeys, 973, 000 head,

9,202, 000 pounds; young turkeys, 8, 610,000 head, 193,439, 000 pounds; old turkeys,
39,000 head, 722, 000 pounds; and ducks, 687,000 head, 4,168, 000 pounds,

Quantity Certified as Wholesome - The quantity of poultry certified as wholesome in
December totaled 669,997, 000 pounds ready-to~cook weight of which 486,524, 000
pounds were chilled and 183,473, 000 pounds were frozen. Total pounds certified

by class of poultry were as follows: young chickens, 463,909, 000 pounds; mature
chickens, 40,559, 000 pounds; fryer-roaster turkeys, 7,183,000 pounds; young
turkeys, 154,230, 000 pounds; old turkeys, 572, 000 pounds; ducks, 2,883, 000 pounds;
and other poultry, 661, 000 pounds.

Further Processing - Poultry inspected and used for further processing in December
totaled 90, 392, 000 pounds ready-to-cook weight, compared with 71,217,000 pounds
in December 1967. The quantity used in December consisted of 16,907, 000 pounds
of young chickens, 30,709, 000 pounds of mature chickens, 35,969, 000 pounds of
turkeys, and 6,807, 000 pounds of other poultry.

Cut-up and Packaged - Poultry cut-up and packaged in Federally inspected plants
during December 1968 totaled 130,481, 000 pounds ready~to-cook weight compared
with 119,525, 000 pounds a year earlier. The breakdown by classes consisted of
116,903, 000 pounds of young chickens, 330, 000 pounds of mature chickens,
12,891,000 pounds of turkeys, and 357, 000 pounds of other poultry,

Ante-mortem condemnations amounted to 2,915, 000 pounds live weight for all
classes, Condemnations by classes were equivalent to the following percentages of
quantities inspected: young chickens, 0.30 percent; mature chickens, 0.76 percent;
fryex-roaster turkeys, 0.22 percent; young turkeys, 0.20 percent; old turkeys, 0. 03
percent; and ducks, 0. 04 percent,

Post-mortem condemnations in December amounted to 30,556, 000 pounds (NYD-
weight). Condemnations by classes were equivalent to the following percentages of
quantities inspected: young chickens, 3,93 percent; mature chickens, 5,49 percent;
fryer-roaster turkeys, 2.0l percent; young turkeys, 2,40 percent; old turkeys,
3.45 percent; and ducks, 1,57 percent.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Statistical Reporting Service ~ Crop Reporting Board
Pou 2-1 (1-69) Washington, D. C. 20250
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D, C. 20250

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Iefinitions

Young chickens - Commercially grown broilers-fryera and other young immature
birds such as roasters and capons.

Mature chickens - Fowl from breeder and market egg flocks and stags and cocks,
Fryer-roaster turkeys - Young immature birds, usually under 16 weeks of age.

Young turkeys (mature) - Young birds grown to a matured market age, usually
S to T wonths,

013 turkeys (breeders) - Fully matured birds held for egg production,
usually over 15 months of age.

Ducks -~ Includes all ducks regardless of age and weight.

Other poultry - Includes all other ready-to-cook products which bear the
U.S.D.A, Inspected for Wholesomeness legend.

* % R *

The data presented in this report were compiled from reports collected
by the Inspection Branch of the Poultry Division, Consumer and Marketing
Service.
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