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Inspected Poultry - There were 1,078 million pounds live weight poultry (chickens,
turkeys and ducks) inspected for slaughter during December 1972 under the Poultry
Inspection Act carried on by the U. S, Department of Agriculture. This is 16 per-
cent less than the previous month and 2 percent below December 1971.

The number of head and live weight inspected during December by classes were:
young chickens--217,210,000 head, 816,187,000 pounds; mature chickens--13,809,000
head, 62,159,000 pounds; fryer-roaster turkeys--1,027,000 head, 9,580,000 pounds;
young turkeys--8,848,000 head, 184,685,000 pounds; old turkeys--29,000 head,
531,000 pounds; and ducks--717,000 head, 4,384,000 pounds.

Poultry Certified Wholesome in December totaled 777,297,000 pounds ready-to-cook
weight--down 16 percent from November and 2 percent less than December 1971. The
December 1972 total consisted of 610,045,000 pounds of chilled and 167,252,000
pounds of frozen poultry. Pounds certified by class of poultry were: young
chickens, 582,234,000; mature chickens, 38,831,000; fryer-roaster turkeys,
7,457,000; young turkeys, 144,836,000; old turkeys 410,000; ducks, 3,189,000; and
other poultry 340,000.

Further Processed - Poultry inspected and used for further processing totaled
126,617,000 pounds ready-to-cook weight-- 17 percent less than November but 7 per-
cent more than December 1971, The December 1972 total consisted of 37,063,000
pounds young chickens, 34,589,000 pounds mature chickens, 47,555,000 pounds
turkeys and 7,410,000 pounds of other poultry.

Poultry Cut-up and Packaged totaled 209,756,000 pounds ready-to-cook -weight--10
percent below November but 7 percent more than December 1971, The breakdown by
class was: young chickens, 187,851,000 pounds; mature chickens, 617,000 pounds;
turkeys, 21,191,000 pounds; and other poultry, 97,000 pounds.

Ante-Mortem Condemnations during December were 5,052,000 pounds live weight. Con-
demnations by class as percent of quantities inspected were: young chickens, 0.44;
mature chickens, 1,40; fryer-roaster turkeys, 0.27; young turkeys, 0,26; old *ua
turkeys, 0.19; and ducks 0,07,

Post-Mortem Condemnations in December were 32,279,000 pounds (NYD weight). Con-
demnations by class as percent of quantities inspected were: young chickens,

3.20; mat re chickens, 6, 54 fr er-roaster turkeys, 2,02; young turkeys, 3.00; old
__,EEr.éIS. L04; ané & &ks. 2 4 YS, young yS,
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Definitions

Young chickens - Commercially grown broilers-fryers and other young immature birds
such as roasters and capons.

Mature chickens - Fowl from breeder and market egg flocks and stags and cocks.
Fryer-roaster turkeys - Young immature birds, usually under 16 weeks of age.

Young turkeys (mature) - Young birds grown to a matured market age, usually 5 to
7 months.

0ld turkeys {breeders) - Fully matured birds held for egg production, usually
over 15 months of age.

Ducks - Includes all ducks regardless of age and weight.

Other poultry - Includes all other ready-to-cook products which bear the U.S.D,A,
Inspected for Wholesomeness legend.

* k k  *

The data presented in this report were compiled from reports collected by the
Consumer Protection Programs, Consumer and Marketing Service.
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