poulfry
slaughtfer

/’%ebruary 1976 e Released: ﬁ\\
April 1, 1976~

In this Issue: 3:00 P.M. ET
* Slaughter Under Federal Inspection
* Poultry Used in Further Processing
* Total Poultry Slaughtered

Inspected Poultry - There were 1,024 million pounds live-weight of poultry in-
spected for slaughter during February 1976 by the United States Department of

Agriculture. This is 12 percent more than February 1975 but 12 percent below

January 1976.

Young chickens inspected totaled 874 million pounds, 11 percent above
February 1975 but 11 percent less than January 1976. Mature chickens inspected
totaled 67.6 million pounds, 8 percent more than last year but 6 percent below
January 1976. Total turkeys inspected at 78.4 million pounds were up 31 percent
from a year ago but down 20 percent from January. Duck inspections at 3.8 million
pounds were up 23 percent from February 1975 but down 17 percent from January
1976.

Poultry Certified Wholesome in February totaled 739 million pounds ready-to-cook
weight —— up 12 percent from February 1975 but 12 percent less than the previous
month. Of the February 1976 total, 86 percent was chilled and 14 percent was
frozen.

Further Processed poultry totaled 140 million pounds ready-to-cook weight -- up
32 percent from February 1975 but down 8 percent from January 1976.

Poultry Cut-up and Packaged totaled 235 million pounds ready-to-cook weight —- up
16 percent from February 1975 but down 9 percent from January 1976

Ante-Mortem Condemnations during February 1976 were 4.0 million pounds live
weight. This was 0.39 percent of quantities inspected, compared with 0.37 percent
a year ago. Post-Mortem Condemnations were 18.6 million pounds (NYD weight).

This is 2.02 percent of quantities inspected, compared with 2,15 percent in
February 1975.

Total Poultry Slaughtered (including that slaughtered in non-federally inspected
plants) during February 1976 was 758 million pounds ready-to-cook weight, up 12
percent from February 1975 but down 12 percent from the previous month.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE CROP REPORTING BOARD
\ Pou 2-1 (4-76) WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250 /
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TOTAL POULTRY SLAUGHTERED (READY-TO-COOK
WEIGHTS), FEBRUARY 1976 WITH COMPARISONS

MONTH AND YEAR : INSPECTED : OTHER l/ : TOTAL
million pounds

JAN 1976 836 21 857

FEB 1975 ¢ 659 17 676

FEB 1976 739 19 758

JAN - FEB 1975 @ 1,420 36 1,456

JAN - FEB 1976 : 1,575 40 1,615

1/ EXCLUDES DUCKS AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS POULTRY.
 k &k k% %
DEFINITIONS

Young chickens - Commercially grown broilers-fryers and other young immature
birds such as roasters and capons.

Mature chickens - Fowl from breeder and market egg flocks and stags and cocks.
Fryer-roaster turkeys - Young immature birds, usually under 16 weeks of age.

Young turkeys (mature) -~ Young birds grown to a matured market age, usually
5 to 7 months.

01d turkeys (breeders) ~ Fully matured birds held for egg production, usually
over 15 months of age.

Ducks ~ Includes all ducks regardless of age and weight.

Other poultry - Includes all other ready~to-cook products which bear the
U.5.D.A. Inspected for Wholesomeness legend.

k %k % & %

The data presented Iin this report were compiled from reports collected
by the Meat and Poultry Inspection Program, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.
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