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INSPECTED POULTRY - There were 1.3 billion pounds live weight of poultry inspected
for slaughter during December 1976 by the United States Department of Agriculture.
This is 2 percent more than December 1875 but 8 percent below November 1976.

Young chickens inspected totaled 893 million pounds, up 4 percent from December
1975 and 3 percent more than November 1976. Mature chickens inspected totaled
65.0 million pounds, virtually the same as last year but 17 percent more than
November 1976. Total turkeys inspected at 187 million pounds were down 6 percent
from a year ago and 43 percent below last month. Ducks inspected during December
1976 at 5.9 million pounds were 6 percent above December last year but 15 percent
below the previous month.

POULTRY CERTIFIED WHOLESOME in December totaled 908 million pounds ready-to-cook
weight -- up 2 percent from December 1975 but 9 percent beiow November 1976. Of
the December 1976 total, 81 percent was chilled and 19 percent was frozen.

FURTHER PROCESSED poultry totaled 168 million pounds ready-to-cook weight -- up 1
percent from December 1975 but 21 percent less than November 1976.

T — e

POULTRY CUT-UP AND PACKAGED totaled 296 million pounds ready-to-cook weight -- up
14 percent from December 1975 and 2 percent above Tast month.

ANTE-MORTEM CONDEMNATION during December 1976 totaled 4.6 million pounds Tive
weight. This is 0.36 percent of quantities inspected, compared with 0.34 percent
a year ago. Post-Mortem Condemnations were 23.8 million pounds (NYD weight).
This is 2.12 percent of gquantities inspected, compared with 2.04 percent in
December 1975.

TOTAL POULTRY SLAUGHTERED (including that slaughtered in non-federally inspected
plants) was 928 million pounds ready-to-cook weight, up 2 percent from December
1975 but 9 percent below November 1976.

Pou 2-1 (2-77) For information call: (202) 447-2123
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TOTAL POULTRY SLAUGHTERED (READY*TO-COOK WEIGHTS)
DECEMBER 1976 WITH COMPARISONS

MONTH AND YEAR . INSPECTED  : OTHER 1/ :  TOTAL

MILLTON POURDS.

NOV 1976 : 1,002 19 1,021

DEC 1975 : 894 20 914
DEC 1976 : 908 20 928
JAN - DEC 1975 : 10,2710 4 224 16,434
JAN - DEC 1976 : 11,492 247 11,739

1/ EXCLUDES DUCKS AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS PQULTRY.

DEFINITIONS

YOUNG CHICKENS - Commercially grown broilers-fryers and other young
immature birds such as roasters and capons.

MATURE CHICKENS Fowl from breeder and market egg flocks and stags

and cocks.

FRYER-ROASTER TURKEYS Young immature birds, usually under 16 weeks of age.

Young birds grown to a matured market age, usually
5 to 7 months.

YOUNG TURKEYS (MATURE)

Fully matured birds held for egg production, usually
over 15 months of age.

OLD TURKEYS (BREEDERS)

DUCKS - Includes all ducks regardless of age and weight.

OTHER POULTRY - Includes all other ready-to-cook products which bear
the USDA Inspected for Wholesomeness legend.

The data presented in this report were compiled from reports co1?ec?ed by
the Meat and Poultry Inspection Program, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.
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