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LIVE NEIGHT POULTRY INSPECTIONS totaled 1.65 billion pounds (747 thousand

-metric tons) during March 1981, up 10 percent
from March 1980 and 17 percent above February 1981, accord1ng to the Crop
Reporting Board.

Inspections included 1.38 billion pounds (624 thousand metric tons) of young
chickens, up 11 percent from March 1980 and 18 percent above February 1981; 92.6
million pounds {42.0 thousand metric tons) of mature chickens, an increase of 12
percent from a year earlier and 21 percent above February 1981. Turkey
inspections totaled 170 million pounds (77.3 thousand metric tons), up 9 percent
from the same month a year ago, and 12 percent above February 1981. Duck
inspections of 7.88 million pounds (3580 metric tons) were 16 percent above March
1980, and 14 percent above February 1981,

POULTRY CERTIFIED WHOLESOME totaled 1.19 billion pounds (542 thousand metric

tons) ready-to-cook weight during March 1981, up 11
percent from March 1980 and 17 percent above February 1981. The percentage
breakdown for the March 1981 total is 84 percent chilled and 16 percent frozen.

FURTHER PROCESSED poultry totaled 271 million pounds {123 thousand metric tons)

ready-to-cook weight, up 14 percent from March 1980, and 8
percent above February 1981,

CUT-UP PACKAGED poultry products totaled 471 million pounds (214 thousand metric

tons) ready-to-cook weight, up 13 percent from March 1980, and 22
percent above February 1981.

ANTE-MORTEM CONDEMNATIONS during March totaled 5.24 million pounds (2380 metric
tons) live weight. Percent of quantities inspected
equaled 0.32 compared with 0.40 percent for March 1980. POST-MORTEM
CONDEMNATIONS were 28.8 million pounds {13.1 thousand metric tons) (N.Y.D.
Weight). This was 1,94 percent of quantities inspected, compared with 2.15
percent in March 1980, : ,

POULTRY SLAUGHTER (including slaughter in non-federally inspected plants)
during March was 1,20 billion pounds {546 thousand metric tons)

ready-to-cook weight, up 11 percent from March 1980 and 17 percent above February
1981,

Pou 2-1 (5-81) For Information Call: (202) 447-2123
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TOTAL POULTRY SLAUGHTERED (READY-TO-COOK
WEIGHTS) MARCH 1981 WITH COMPARISONS
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MONTH AND YEAR INSPECTED OTHER 1/ TOTAL
: MILLION POUNDS

FEB 1981 : 1,020 7 1,027

MAR 1980 : 1,078 3 1.081

MAR 1981 : 1,195 8 1.203

JAN - MAR 1980 : 3,280 18 3,298

JAN - MAR 1981 ; 3.378 23 3.401
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1/ EXCLUDES DUCKS AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS POULTRY,
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Definitions

Young chickens - Commercially grown broilers-fryers and other young immature birds
such as roasters and capons.

Mature chickens - Fowl from breeder and market egg flocks and stags and cocks.
Fryer-roaster turkeys - Young immature birds, usualiy under 16 weeks of age.

Young turkeys {mature) - Young birds drown to a matured market age, usually 5 to 7
months.

01d turkeys (breeders) - Fully matured birds held for egg production, usually over
15 months of age.

Ducks - Includes all ducks regardless of age and weight.

Other poultry - Includes all other ready-to-cook products which bear the U.S.D.A.
Inspected for Wholesomeness legend.
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The data presented in this report were compiled from reports collected by the
Meat and Poultry Inspection Program, Food Safety and Quality Service.
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