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The preliminary total of LIVE WEIGHT POULTRY INSPECTION was 2.21 billion
pounds for December 1988.

Inspections included 1.78 billion pounds of young chickens, 69.5 million
pounds of mature chickens, 340 million pounds of turkeys and 12.3 million
pounds of ducks.

POULTRY CERTIFIED WHOLESOME during December 1988 was 1.60 billion pounds
ready to cook weight. Updated totals for November 1988 show that 1.67 billion
pounds were certified.

ANTE-MORTEM CONDEMNATIONS during December 1988 totaled 7.83 million pounds.
Condemnations were 0.35 percent of the live weight inspected compared to 0.37
percent a year ago. POST-MORTEM CONDEMNATIONS, at 42.3 million pounds (N.Y.
Dressed Weight), were 2.13 percent of quantities inspected compared with 2.12
percent a year earlier.
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NOTICE

The data presented in this report were compiled by the Meat and Poultry
I~spection Program, Food Safety Inspection Service. Data for December
1988 include reports available for summary in late January 1989. The
degree of incompleteness due to late reports will vary from month to
month.

% % % % & o % * *

Requests for a subscription order form covering all available reports
should be directed to Agricultural Statistics Board Publications, Room
5829-South Building, USDA, Washington, D.C. 20250 (Phone (202) 447-4021).
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* The next issue of this report will be published March 3, 1989.
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POULTRY SLAUGHTER,



DEFINITIONS USED TO REPORT FEDERALLY INSPECTED SLAUGHTER:

YOUNG CHICKENS - Commercially grown broilers-fryers and other young immature
birds such as roasters and capons.

MATURE CHICKENS - Fowl from breeder and market egg flocks and stags and cocks.

FRYER-ROASTER TURKEYS - Young immature birds, usually under 16 weeks of age.

YOUNG TURKEYS (MATURE) - Young birds grown to a matured market age, about 5
months.

OLD TURKEYS (BREEDERS) - Fully matured birds held for egg production, usually
over 15 months of age.

DUCKS - Includes all ducks regardless of age and weight.

OTHER POULTRY - Includes all other ready-to-cook products which bear the
U.S.D.A. Inspected for Wholesomeness legend.
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