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Released October 2, 1991, by the Agricultural Statistics Board. This summary
relates to preliminary inspection totals for August and updated July totals.

Ready-to~Cook Weight Inspected up 2 Percent

Poultry Certified Wholesome during August (ready-to-cook) weight, totaled
2.22 billion pounds, 2 percent above the amount certified in 1990. Updated
totals for July 1991 show that 2.21 billion pounds were certified.

August 1991 contained 22 weekdays and five Saturdays. August had 23 weekdays
and four Saturdays. Each weekday represents approximately 5 percent of the
month's total.

The preliminary total Live Weight of Poultry Inspected during August 1991 was
3.02 billion pounds. Inspections included 2.40 billion pounds of young
chickens, 67.6 million pounds of mature chickens, 536 million pounds of
turkeys and 11.8 million pounds of ducks.

Ante-Mortem Condemnations during August 1991 totaled 12.1 million pounds.
Condemnations were 0.39 percent of the live weight inspected, compared with
0.42 percent a year earlier.

Post-Mortem condemnations, at 49.9 million pounds (N.Y.Dressed Weight), were
1.84 percent of quantities inspected, compared with 1.81 percent a year
earlier.

For information, call Ronald Sitzman (202) 447-3244. O0ffice hours are 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. ET.
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Poultry Slaughter

October 1991

Agricultural Statistics Board

NASS, USDA



Definitions Used To Report Federally Inspected Slaughter:

Young Chickens - Commercially grown broilers-fryers and other young immature
birds such as roasters and capons.

Mature Chickens - Fowl from breeder and market egg flocks and stags and cocks.

Fryer-Roaster Turkeys - Young immature birds, usually under 16 weeks of age.

Young Turkeys (Mature) - Young birds grown to a matured market age, about
5 months.

01d Turkeys (Breeders) - Fully matured birds held for egg production, usually
over 15 months of age.

Ducks - Includes all ducks regardless of age and weight.

Other Poultry - Includes all other ready-to-cook products which bear the
U.S.D.A. Inspected for Wholesomeness legend.
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Data Sources: Primary data for the commercial poultry slaughter data are

obtained from the Poultry Inspection Form (FSIS 6000-21)
completed by Inspectors from the Food, Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS),
USDA, which provide actual counts of birds slaughtered in Federally Inspected
(FI) plants. Over 99 percent of the total U.S. slaughter for any species is
under FI. The FSIS 6000-21 forms collect number of head slaughtered daily
under FI by species and class as well as condemnations and total live and
dressed weights. Approximately 350 plants in the U.S. are operated under
Federal Inspection.

Update Policy: Updated data are generally the result of late reports

received. Updates for the previous month and the year-to-date
totals are noted in each monthly release and are usually within 1 1/2 percent
of the preliminary totals. Final data are generally published in the May
report.

Procedures: Plant inspectors submit weekly forms (FSIS 6000-21) summarizing

the plants activity. When inconsistencies in the data are
detected, the reports are returned to the inspectors for correction.
Inspectors correct or validate the report and resubmit it. The reports cover
weekly activities through Saturday night. The reported data is allocated to
the appropriate month as it enters the database.

Each month the data are summarized by FSIS into the form published by NASS in
the Poultry Slaughter report. The summary includes all data available at that
time. No allowances are made for missing reports. The degree of
incompleteness can vary from month to month.

Generally, no State data are published if less than three plants operate for a
species in a State, or if one plant has 60 percent or more of the total head
for that species. These data are included in the U.S. totals.

Annually, monthly summaries are rerun for the calendar year and tables are

published in the May Poultry Slaughter report showing recap data by month for
selected items.

Subscription Information

To subscribe to NASS reports or to order single copies, call toll free,
1-800-999-6779 (weekdays 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. ET). You may write:
ERS/NASS, P.0. Box 1608, Rockville, MD. 20849-1608.

The next Poultry Slaughter report will be released on November 1, 1991 at
3:00 p.m. ET.
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