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National Weather Summary
For the week of February 9-15
HIGHLIGHTS: Just about the entire Nation enjoyed centers carried precipitation--locally heavy in
mild, and at times springlike weather during the places--from the southern half of California across
week. Temperatures averaged up to 20° above nor- Nevada, Utah, and Arizona into western Colorado,
mal from the Rockies to the Atlantic Coast. Per- Wyoming, and southern Idaho. Though the rainy
sistent rain and snow from southern California to spell came on the heels of a prolonged drought,
the lower Rockies moistened the dry Southwest, southern California complained of too much rain by
though most precipitation amounts were light. At the end of the day. The moisture-laden air moved
the end of the week heavy thunderstorms developed deep into the Southwest,piling some heavy snow in
in the Ohio Valley. Moderate rains on Sunday eased the central Rockies.
the dryness in the western Corn Belt. Wind gusts to 50 mph stirred up dust and lowered
visibilities across the western plains of Kansas,
Brisk southwest winds swept unseasonably warm where Tuesday temperatures in the 60's were 40°
air across the central and southern Plains on Mon- above normal for this time of year. North of a
day. Temperatures in the 80's stretched from warm front, however, warm weather ended abruptly
western Texas into central Kansas, where Wichita, in the Great Plains. The morning mercury in Lin-
849, registered a record high for the month. coln, Nebr. slipped to a more seasonable 35° and
The first day of the week also marked nearly a snow accompanied readings in the 20's in North
full week of rain for parts of California, where Dakota. During the day a cold front dipping into
amounts averaged 3 to 4 inches along the Coast to the southern Plains and central Mississippi Valley

6 to 8 inches over the mountains. Low pressure lowered temperatures as much as 30°.
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The wet spell in the Southwest persisted. Rain
——with snow in the mountains--was scattered from
southern California into the southern Rockies.

More than 5 1/2 inches of moisture in only 3 days
put parts of the Southwest above previous record
precipitation totals for February. Flooding de-
veloped in southwest Arizona, where the Big Sandy
River pushed to its highest level since 1939, In
the Colorado mountains heavy snows plus high winds
caused many avalanches.

Though winds generally leveled off at 50 mph,
wind gusts of more than »5 mph rocked Livingston,
Mont. on Wednesday.

Daytime precipitation amounts were light. Two
cold fronts swept in from the Northwest, genera-
ting showers in the Great Lakes region and northern
Appalachians. Light rain and drizzle were scat-
tered from the southern Appalachians into the
lower Mississippi Valley. Isolated shower activity
dotted southwest New Mexico and southeast Arizona.

Mild midweek conditions across the central and
northwest Plains included readings in the 40's in
Montana and western North Dakota. In contrast,
thermometers in northern Minnesota registered 10°
and below.

Except for some chilly readings in New England,
unusually mild weather for mid-February continued

from the Rockies to the Atlantic Coast on Thursday.
Early afternoon temperatures climbed into the 70's
over much of the Gulf Coast States. Portions of
the middle and upper Mississippi Valley scored re-
cord high readings--Duluth, Minn. 45%

Limited precipitation included rainshowers and
snow flurries across the northern Rockies, snow
showers and flurries along the eastern end of the
Creat Lakes region through southern New England,

and a few rainshowers along the southern edge of
the Ohio Valley.

Springlike conditions on Friday laid the ground-
work for a pleasant weekend across a large section
of the Nation. The a.m. mercury pushed into the
50's across lower portions of the Ohio and Missis-
sippi Valleys and central Gulf Coast States and
into the 60's throughout Oklahoma and Texas.

Around midday heavy thunderstorms mushroomed
throughout the Ohio Valley and pelted Bowling Green
Ky. with golf ball size hail. 1In the Southwest
showers and occasional thunderstorms still rumbled
from southern California to western Texas.

From Texas to Florida, dense Gulf Coast fog cut
visibilities to near zero at times; then crept in-
land into east central Mississippi, southwest Ala-
bama, and central Florida.

The northern Great Lakes region stood as the
exception to near or above seasonal normal temper-
atures that permeated most of the Nation on Satur-
day. Southerly winds that pumped warm moist air
northward set the stage for widespread weekend
shower and thunderstorm activity. Drought stricken
sections of, the southern and central Great Plains wel-
comed afternoon rainshowers that developed from the
Texas Panhandle through portions of the central
Plains. In the evening the active frontal system
responsible for the moisture outbreak moved rapid-
1y northeast into the upper Mississippi Valley.

On Sunday a series of disturbances produced
rain and snow over the Pacific Northwest into nor-
thern California and northern Idaho. In the cold-
er northern air snow and freezing drizzle ranged

from central North Dakota into upper Michigan and
light showers dampened areas from southern Minne-
sota into lower Michigan and Indiana.
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National Agricultural Summary
For the Week of February 9-15

HIGHLIGHTS: Unseasonably mild temperatures and
virtually no rainfall put additional stress on

the winter wheat crop in the Great Plains. Winds
blew dry, unprotected topsoils, causing serious
erosion problems in some areas. In the South
Central States, inadequate moisture delayed spring
planting activities.

SMALL GRAINS: Relatively high temperatures dur-
ing the week broke dormancy of most winter wheat
across the southern half of the United States.
Adequate soil moisture, however, sustained growth
of the crop, except in the major southern Great
Plains wheat States. In Texas, Oklahoma, wes-
tern Kansas, and eastern Colorado, conditions
remain critical. Lack of snow cover and sub-
normal rainfall produced favorable conditions
for wind erosion, which poses a serious threat
to some areas of the Southern Plains. In Kansas,
wheat condition deteriorated amid dry topsoils
and subsoils across the State. Soil erosion is
severe in the southwest and south central areas,
and moderate in the west central and central
districts. Wheat damage in the rest of Kansas
is light to nonexistent. Insect populations
increased in southern Kansas, The Oklahoma crop
is in fair condition. Wheat is out of dormancy
but dry soils limit growth. High winds caused
considerable loss in the panhandle and moderate
losses in other northwestern areas. Widespread
greenbug and cutworm infestations accompanied
the mild temperatures. In Texas the irrigated
winter wheat crop is making good growth. Dry-
land stands are dying and some fields are beyond
recovery. Greenbug infestations decreased in
the High and Low Plains but sprays are needed
elsewhere. Oats in Texas show little promise

of producing a grain crop because soil moisture
is inadegquate to sustain growth.

Condition of the wheat from the Mississippi
Valley eastward is fair to good. The crop is
greening with enough moisture to sustain growth.
Topdressing began on fields able to support equip-
ment. Mild temperatures melted the ice cover,
which earlier caused some concern in Ohio and
Indiana. In the Mountain States condition of
wheat is fair to good. The snow cover is light
and some wind erosion occurred locally. In
Washington the wheat crop is showing some leaf
tip frost damage but damage is minimal.

Seedbed preparation is almost complete in
the southern Great Plains but spring seeding
was slowed by inadequate moisture for germina-
tion.

OTHER CROPS: In Florida the sugarcane harvest
was in full swing, about 75 percent complete.
Young cane fields are in poor to fair condition
because of previous cold damage. Sugarbeet
planting continues in California. The Arizona
sugarbeet crop is progressing well, Irish
potato planting is active in Alabama and Texas.
An increasing volume of potatoes from Florida
and California is moving to market. Potatoes
are moving from storage in the northern U. S.
Tobacco plantbed preparations continued in
Virginia and the Carolinas where some seeding
began. In Georgia, tobacco plants are in good
condition. Some burley and dark fire-cured
tobacco are moving to market. In Texas cotton
planting began in the Lower Rio Grande Valley
but low soil moisture slowed progress. Seed-

bed preparations continue. 1In Arizona, pre-
plant furrowing and irrigation are underway
in the Yuma area. Sorghum and corn planting
began in Texas where moisture is adequate.

FRUITS AND NUTS: Pruning fruit trees was active
from .South Carolina to Virginia, New Jersey,
Michigan, and the Northwest. Raspberry pruning
and tying continued in Washington. Filberts
are in full bloom in Oregon. Almond bloom was
general in California. Rains helped the Cali-
fornia citrus crop along the Southern Coast and
the Lower Central Valley but slowed harvest.
Navel orange harvest is nearing completion and
the apricot and plum bloom are erratic.

In Texas, early peach varieties are blooming
and the early and midseason orange harvest is
declining.

The Florida citrus groves are in very good
condition but irrigation is being used to off-
set rainfall deficiencles. Orange harvest is
slowing.

VEGETABLES: In South Carolina a few winter
vegetables are being harvested. Seedbed prepara-
tion began for seeding squash, cucumbers, and
tomatoes in the Charleston-Beaufort area. Land
preparation started for watermelon, cucumbers,
and cantaloup in the Hampton areas Onions are
fair to good in the Mesilla Valley of New Mexico.
In Washington, early rhubarb harvest, straw-
berry digging, and seeding of lettuce and cabbage
are in progress.

In the Texas Lower Rio Grande Valley onion
harvest began and carrot and cabbage volumes were
steady. Lettuce harvest is in the final stages.
Watermelon planting is active in the Texas Coastal.
Bend. Strawberries and onions made good prog-
ress in the San Antonio-Winter Garden area.
Sweetpotato bedding is underway in East Texas.
Planting onions continued in North Texas and
was completed in the Trans-Pecos.

In California asparagus and celery harvests
are light. Rains slowed harvests of carrot and
lettuce. Broccoli and cauliflower are in good
supply from Santa Maria. Planting of cannery
tomatoes is in progress in the San Joaquin
and Sacramento Valleys. In Florida vegetable
volume increased 5%. Ranking high in volume,
tomatoes and cabbage are in steady supply along
with snap beans, eggplant, escarole, endive,
peppers, radishes, and squash. Increasing sup-
plies of celery, sweet corn, potatoes, and straw-
berries are moving to market. Carrots, cucum-
bers, and lettuce are decreasing in volume.
Watermelon planting is active but plant growth
and seed germination are slow.

PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Mild temperatures
helped cattle maintain good condition except in
the Southeast and the dry Great Plains area.
Cattle are being moved off stunted small grains
into feedlots or to market earlier than normal
in Texas and Oklahoma. Nationwide, pastures
are only in poor to fair condition and require
heavy feeding of hay and silage. Overall, feed
supplies are adequate. Calving and lambing are
proceeding smoothly, thanks to unseasonably high
temperatures. Birth losses are below normal.
Lamb and calf births are over half complete in
Texas but only 5% complete in Montana. Sheep
shearing is 5% complete in Montana.
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for the Week Ending Midnight, 1ls.t,, February 15, 1976
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ALA.Birmingham. . .{ 55| + 9 T -1.3 La.Baton Rouge. .l 62+ 9 0 -1.2 Youngstown. . . .| 35 k 9 1 - .5
Mobile. . . . . .| 62| + 8 0 -1.1 Lake Charles. . Bal+ 9 o} -1.2 OKLA.®kla. City . .| 61 #20 T - .4
Montgomery. . . .{ 57 + 7 T -1.0 New Orleans .l 61|+ 6 0 ~1.2 Tulsa v e o | 58 W17 .2 - .2
ALASKA,Anchorage. . gl - 8 T - .2 Shreveport. .| 65 |+15 T -1.0 OREG.Astoria. . . .} 44 0 2.9 + .9
Barrow. . « o « o ==| === --- —— MAINE.Caribou 131 .5 - .1 Burns . . . . . | 31 0 .4 + .1
Fairbanks . . . .|-31}| -28 o} - .1 Portland. ol 29 7 .1 - .8 Medford . . . . .| 39} 2 .3 - .3
Juneau. . . . . «| 26| - 2 .3 - .5 MD.Baltimore. . . .| 42+ 8 .3 - .4 Pendleton . . . .| 42 ¢ 3 .2 L1
Kodiak., « « « & of ==f === —== ———— MASS .Boston . .1 381+ 8 .1 - .8 Portland. . . . .| 44 p 1 .8 - .2
Nome. . . « . - -18| -23 0 - .2 Chatham . . . o 37 f-- L1 -—— Salem o « » « . «| 41} 2 1.0 - .2
ARIZ ,Flagstaff. . .| 33| + 3| 2.5 +2.1 MICH.Alpena . . .l 261+ 8 .7 + .4 PA.Allentown. . . .| 34 pF 5 T - .7
Phoenix , . . . .| 60| + 5 .4 + .3 Detroit . . . . «{ 36 [+10 .1 - .3 Eri€. « « « « - +| 34 pF 9 .1 - .4
TUCSONn. . « + « +f 87| + 4 .4 + .2 Flint . . . . . .| 34/|+11 .1 - .3 Harrisburg. . . .| 39 8 T - .6
winslow . . . . .| 42} + 3 .4 + .3 Grand Rapids. . .| 34 [+10 .1 - .3 Philadelphia, . .| 39 p 6 T - .8
Yuma. . « + .« o +| B9 ol 1.0 + .9 Houghton Lake . .| 27 [+ 9 .6 + .3 Pittsburgh. . . .| 37 8 T - .6
ARK .Fort Smith. .| 59} +16 .1 - .7 Lansing . . . . .| 33[+10 .1 - .3 Scranton. . . . .| 33 6 T - .5
Little Rock . . .| 58| +16 .4 - .7 Marquette . . . .| 30 +11 .9 + .5 R.I, Providence . .| 35 | 6 .1 .7
CALIF .Bakersfield .| 56| + 4 .5 + .3 Muskegon., . . . .| 34|+10 .3 - .1 §.C. Charleston . .| 56 |+ 6 0 - .8
Eureka, . . . . of 46| - 2| 1.2 - .1 S. Ste. Marie . .| 231+ 9 1.0 + .8 Columbia. . » «» «| 55 4+ 8 s} - .2
Fresno. . . . . 817 + 1] 1.7 +1.3 MINN,Duluth . . . .| 25|+14 .6 + .4 Greenville, . « . 51 1+ 7 0 -1.1
Los Angeles . . .| 64| + 6| 1.6 + .9 Internatl Falls .| 19|+13 T - .1 s.D. Aberdeen . . .[ 31 17 T - .1
Red Bluff . . .| 48| - 2 .2 - .6 Minneapolis . . .| 33[+17 .3 + .1 Huron . . . + 34 17 .2 0
San Diego . . . .| 59| + 21 1.3 + .9 Rochester . . . .| 35(+19 .3 + .2 Rapid City. . . .| 42 [+16 .2 + .1
San Francisco . .| 51 0 .2 - .6 st. Cloud . . . .| 27|+15 .8 + .4 Sioux Falls . . .| 35 }*16 .1 - .2
Stockton . . . .| Bl| + 2 .4 - .2 MISS.Jackson. . . .| 61 |+12 0 -1.1 TENN,Chattanooga. .| 50 |+ 8 T -1.3
COLO,Denver . . . «| 46f +13 0 - .1 Meridian., . . . .| 57|+ 8 T -1.2 Knoxville . . . .| 50+ 8 .1 -1.1
Grand Junction. .| 42| + 9 .3 + .2 MO.Columbia . . . .| 49|+16 .2 - .2 Memphis . . . . .| 59 +186 .2 -1.0
Pueblo, . . . . .| 47 +13 o] -1 Kansas City . . .| 49|+18 .1 - .2 Nashville . . . 54 i+14 T -1.1
CONN,Bridgeport . .| 39| + 9 .1 - .6 St. Louis . . .| 80|+16 o} - .5 TEX .Abilene . . . .| 64 [*17 0 - .3
Hartford., . . . .| 34| + 8 .1 7 Springfield . . .| 54 +17 .6 0 Amarillo. .« o| BB |17 T - .1
D.C.washington. . .| 45| + 8 .1 - .5 | MONT.Billings . . .| 38(+11 .1 0 Austin. . .o 69 |[+16 T - .8
FLA .Apalachicola. .| 55 o} 0 - .9 Glasgow . . . . .| 34|+19 .1 0 Beaumont. . .| 65 10 0 -1.1
Daytona Beach . . 58] - 1 0 - .7 Great Falls . . .| 36|+ @ T - .2 Brownsville .o 70+ 7 0 - .4
Ft. Myers . . . .| 61| - 3 0 - .5 Havre . . . .| 87[+20 T - .1 Corpus Christi, .| 70 |*11 0 - .6
Jacksonville. . .| 57| + 1 0 - .9 Helena. . . .| 38|+13 T - .1 Dallas. . . P B ol it - -——
Key West. . . . .| 69§ - 2 0 - .5 Kalispell . . 36(+11 .8 + .5 Del Rio . « . . .| 69 [+14 T - .3
Lakeland. . . . .| 64| + 2 0 - .6 Miles City. . .| 37|+186 .1 0 El1 Paso . . 57 |+ 9 .2 + .1
Miami . . . . . .| 65} -3 0o{-.5 Missoula. . . . .| 38[+11 T~ .2 Fort Worth. . .| 87 |+19 T |- .6
orlando . . . . .| 61 0 0| - .8 | NEBR.Grand Island .| 42[+15 5| + .8 Galveston . 63|+ 7 o |- .7
Tallahassee . . .| 57| + 3 o] -1.2 Lincoln .. .| 42(+15 1 -1 Houston . . . . .| 67 [+11 0 .9
Tampa . . . » « | 61 0 ol - .7 Norfolk .. . .| 39|+16 4+ .2 Lubbock . . . . .| 60 [+18 T |- .1
W.Palm Beach. . .| 63 - 3 o] - .6 N.Platte. . . . .| 37+ 9 T | - .1 Midland . .. .| 631+16 0 {-.1
GA.Atlanta. . . . .| 54| + 9 T | -1.1 Omaha . . . . . .| 45[+20 .2 0 San Angelo. . . .| 63 [+13 T |- .2
Augusta . . . . 55 + 7 o] -.9 valentine . . o] 42]+18 T] - .1 San Antonio . . .| 68/|+14 T |- .6
Macon . . . . . «| 56| + 6 T -1.1 | sEV.ELYy . . . .. o) 31|F 3 LT+ .8 Victoria. . . . .| 68{+12 ofl-.6
Savannah., . . . .| 56| + 4 ol - .7 Las Vegas . . . .| B3|+ 4 T+ .8 Waco. . . . . . | 67(¥17 T |- .6
HAWAII.Hilo . + . o] == === === | ==—- Reno. . . . . - of 3L{- 8 4+ .2 Wichita Falls . 64 [+18 o|-.3
Honolulu. . . . .| 73] + 1] .2 | - .4 Winnemucca. . . .| 37(* 3 3| + .1 | uraK.Blanding . . .| 39+ 6 N -g
Kahului . . . . +| 73] + 2 .4) - .2 | N.H.Concord . . . . 241+ 2 1] -5 salt Lake City. .| 30]- 3 -
Lihue . . o + . .| 75| + 4] .2 | - .9 | N.J.Atlantic City . 36|+ 3 1| - .7 | vr.Burlington . . .| 21j* 3 2| - 2
IDAHO ,Boise . . . agl +3 .2 - .1 Trenton . . . « o 201% 7 1| - .5 | va.Lynchburg. . . .4 451+ 7 T | - 7
Lewiston. . . . .| 43} + 5 '3 | +# .1 | N.MEX.Albuquerque . 45|+ 5 40+ .3 Norfolk . . . . .| 45|+ g ? -8
Pocatello . . . .| 33| + 4 5] + .3 Roswell . . . . .| 60[+17 .2+ .1 Richmond. . . . .| 441* 3 3 C 3
ILL.Cairo . .+ » » | 56| +17 ‘1] - .8 | N.Y.Albany. . . . . 31|+ 8 al- .4 Roanoke . . . . o 48|+1 T - -4
Chicago . . . . .| 42| +13 .1 | - .3 Binghamton. . . .| 29[+ 7 7| - .6 | wasH.colville . . .| 34|+ ¢ T
Moline. . . . . a1f +18] .2 | - .1 puffalo . . . . .| 34|+10 B Omak. . +« « o+ « - 36|+ 7 RER I
Peoria. . . . . o 40| +13 T| - .4 New York. .. o] 40(+ 8 T| - -8 Quillayute. . . .| 42|+ 1 S
Rockford. . . . .| 37| +14| .2 1 Rochester . . . .| 35|+11 .1 5 Seattle-Tacoma. . ;g : i 1-9 M
Springfield . . .| 45| +15 T [ - .4 Syracuse. . . . .| 32{* 8 21 - .5 Spokane . . . . .| 3B\t 2| -0} 1Y
IND,.Evansville. . .| 47} +12 t| - '8 | N.C.Asheville . . .| 48|% 9 TV -.9 Walla Walla . . . . .
t 491+ 5 0| -1.0 yakima. . . . . .| 38| 3 T - .2
Ft. Wayne . . . .| 37 +10 .1 - .4 Charlotte . . . . P4 1 7 44 [+12 [} - .2
Indianapolis. . .| 46/ +16 0 - .6 Greensboro, .| 48t . - W.Va.Beckley. . . . . -
49+ 3 T -1.1 Charleston. . . . 48 [+12 .4 .4
South Bend., . . .| 39| +13 .1 - .4 Hatteras. . . . . 8 47 |+12 o _ s
10WA,.Burlington . .| 44 +17 .2} - .1 Raleigh R S Ty - Huntington. . . .| 247|938 -3} 7 "¢
Des Moines. . . .| 42 +18 T | - .2 Wilmington. . . .| 32|+ 4 of - -8 Parkersburg . . .| 271413 T
Dubuque . . . . .| 38 +17 .2| - .l N.DAK .Bismarck. | 82{+19 .1 0 | wis.Green Bay . . .| 2217.% 3 .
Sioux City. . . .| 39 +16| .5 + .3 Fargo « « o« » + =« 26| +16 T - .1 La Qrosse <o i 3aleis -1 s
KANS .Concordia. . .| 49 +18 T - .2 williston . . . .| 241+10 .1 0 Madison . . . . . 28|16 1 T
Dodge City. . . .| 52 +17 T - .1 OHIO.Akron-Canton .| 39{+12 T - .5 Milwaukee . . . . 361+ 9 ‘3 ;s
Goodland. . . . .| 46 +15 .1 0 Cincinnati. . .| 45|+12 T - .7 WYO.Casper. . . o o aoliis ‘0 * ‘1
Topeka. . . . - «f 48 +15 T - .2 Cleveland . . <] 38}+ 9 1 - .4 Cheyenne. . . . . g 1 o
Wichita . . . . .| 53 +17 .1 - .1 Columbus .| 38|+ 9 T - .6 Lander. . « . o - . 1
KY.Lexington. . . .| 49 +11 .1 - .7 Dayton. . .4 40| +10 T - .6 Sheridan., . . . .| 36|+10 .1 - -3
Louisville. . . .l 48 +13 T - .8 Toledo. . 351+ 9 L1 - .3 P.R.San Juan. . S 771+ 2 .4 -

———

Publication of the Weekly Weather and Crop
Bulletin began in 1872 as the Weekly Weather
Chronicle. It is now issued under general
authority of the Act of January 12, 1895
(44USC 213), 53d Cong., 3d Session. Contents
of the Bulletin may be reprinted freely, with
proper credit.

Standard copy for the Bulletin is prepared

by R. E. Felch, L. W. Denny, O. W. Byrd.

National Weather Service, NOAA; and H. J. Delong,

Susan Atkins, Statistical Reporting Service, USDA.
Yearly subscription rate: $5.00 domestic,

$6.50 airmail, and $11.25 foreign airmail. Order

from the Agricultural Weather Support Service

South Building Mail Unit, U.S.D.A., Washington,

D.C. 20250.
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture

These summaries provide brief descripfions of crop and weather conditions important on a

national scale.

More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published

_each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service, NOAA.

ALABAMA: Warm temperatures averaged 9° above
normal. Extremes: Low 25°, high 79°. Weak cold
front brought rain to northern half on 12th.

Fieldwork increasing. Some cutting stalks,
plowing and disking. Feeding of livestock still
main activity. Soil moisture adequate to surplus.
Conditions favorable for small grain growth.
Livestock fair condition. Planting Irish potatoes
active.

ARIZONA: Scattered precipitation throughout week.
Amounts exceeding 1.50 in. central mountains.
Temperatures averaged 1 to 10° above normal.
pPreplant furrowing, irrigation underway cotton
in Yuma area. Small grain plantings satisfactory
progress. Established wheat, barley, safflower
fields progressing satisfactorily. Sugarbheet
development well advanced. Alfalfa hay good growth.

Lettuce harvest seasonal progress Yuma. Harvest
mixed vegetables certral, western areas. Canta-
loup planting advanced Yuma. Lettuce, central

area nearing maturity. Picking lemons, grapefruit,
kinnows. Harvest navels, sweets virtually com-
plete. Cattle, calves mostly fair condition.

Range conditions improving. Stock water supplies
adequate to excellent. Shipments fat lambs moder-

ate.
ARKANSAS: Temperatures well above normal., Means
ranged from 10° to 21°. Extremes: 19 and 79°.

Precipitation light over State. Most amounts less
than 0.25 in.

Field activity minor top-dressing small grains
and gardening. Pastures beginning to green. Heavy

hay feeding continues. Western areas still dry.

CALIFORNIA: Precipitation early week again late
week most areas. Weekly amounts over 3.00 in.
south coast to over 1.00 in. southeast deserts,
sectiong ©f southern San Joaquin Valley,

Sierra Nevada to less than 0,50 in. northern
San Joaquin Valley, Sacramento Valley, and cen-
tral coast. Highs mostly 60's low valleys and
desert southeast., Lows mostly above freezing
except mid 20's to low 30's northern coastal
valleys. Weekly averages above normal except
near normal north and central coasts,

Rain southern half of State great benefit to small
grain. Planting sugarbeets continues, safflower
started. Rain beneficial to southern coast and
lower central valley citrus. Harvest slowed as
navels nearing completion some areas. Almond
bloom general. Bloom erratic, apricots, plums.

Harvests of asparagus, winter potatoes light.
Carrot and lettuce slowed by rains. Broccoli and
cauliflower in good supply Santa Maria., Celery
slightly lighter south coast. Planting cannery
tomatoes San Joaquin and Sacramento. Rains helped
range but not enough offset drought. Ranges very
dry, supplemental feeding heavy. Cattle moved
higher ranges or sold. Hay supplied depleting.
Lambing continues.

COLORADO: Dry conditions warm weather except
southwest. Temperatures averaged 10° above normal.
Maximum, 81°, minimum, -13°. Early week precip-
itation fell as rain lower elevations, snow
higher mountains.

Fieldwork underway eastern area, manure spread-
ing and plowing. No significant precipitation for
wheat on eastern plains. Several days serious wind
erosion southeastern south central counties.

FLORIDA: Mild and dry with warm days, cool nights.
Extensive fog, night-early morning. Tempera-
tures averaged near normal. Little rainfall.

Soil moisture adequate west and north, short to
very short central and south. Lamb preparation
and liming increasing. Small grains poor to fair.
Sugarcane harvest three-fourths complete. Young
cane poor to fair after recent cold. Frosted
pastures recovery slow from unseasonably prolonged
cold spells. Extremely dry soils. Cattle poor
to fair, supplemental feeding continues heavy.
Very good citrus grove condition. Rain needed,
irrigation being applied. New growth starting.
Orange harvest slowing. Vegetable crops set back

by cold early week but improved weekend. No
frost damage.
Irrigation continues heavy all areas. Planting

and replanting very active. Overall vegetable
crop condition good. Yields, packout fair to
good. Volume increased 5%. Volume leaders,
tomatoes and cabbage in steady supply along with
snap beans, eggplant, escarole-endive, peppers,
radishes and squash crops., Increasing supplies
were celery,sweet corn, potatoes, and straw-
berries. Decreasing in supply were carrots, cucum-
bers, and lettuce. Watermelon plantings and
replanting active. Growth and seed germination
slow.

GEORGIA: Temperatures 2 to 5° below normal
extreme south, near normal central and north.
early followed by warming midweek. Dry weather
through week. Continued dry much warmer end of
week.

Soil moisture adequate, weather open during week.
Small grains, pastures mostly fair. Cattle poor to
fair. Tobacco plants good condition. Land prepa-
ration full swing.

Cold

HAWAII: Weather unfavorable all islands. Slow
crop recovery from previous storm. Growers clean-
ing debris salvaging crops. Vegetable supplies

adequate. Pineapple harvesting light. Pastures
good.
IDAHO: Temperatures below normal first warmed

end of week averaged 3 to 5° above normal north
near normal south. Precipitation below normal
except southeast where near normal.

Calving and lambing active. Feed supplies

adequate., Some young livestock showing stress
from weather. Lice problems livestock eastern
State.

ILLINOIS: Temperatures 12 to 17° above normal.

Precipitation O to 0.25 in.
most of State 16th.

Winter wheat, other small grains and legumes
mostly good to excellent condition. Livestock
doing well. Soil moisture mostly adequate.
Main farmwork: Manure hauling, chores.

Additional rain

INDIANA: Warm sunny temperatures averaged 12
to 18° above normal. Extremes: 71 and 21°.
Few light showers early week generally less
than 0.10 in. No snow cover.

Field activity limited by soft soil surfaces.
Gradual greening up in south. Major activities:
Chores, caring for livestock.

IOWA :
normal.

Temperatures very warm 15 to 20° above
Precipitation slightly over 1.00 in.
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northwest, north central 0.30 in. above normal.
Elsewhere, rain 0.25 in. or less slightly below
normal. Additional rain over State from west
central diagonal north central, except northwest.
Rainfall beneficial in reducing soil wind erosion.
Snowcover only extreme northwest, shaded areas.

Farm activities consist mainly livestock care.
Fieldwork spreading fertilizer and some stalk
shredding. Feed supplies adequate.

KANSAS: Warm temperatures averaged 47° northwest,
57° southeast, 10 to 20° above normal. Few

light showers less than 0.10 in. Serious blowing
dust in west.

Wheat condition down slightly.
subsoil dry across State.
southwest south central. Moderate damage west
central and central. Damage to wheat remainder
of State light to non-existent. Vegetative cover
in many western wheat fields less than 10%. Oats
seeding just undeérway, about normal. Army cut-
worms and greenbugs increasing in south central.

Topsoil and
Soil erosion severe

KENTUCKY: Temperatures above normal entire week.
Rain end of week totaling less than 0.25 in.,
except 1.50 in. to 2.00 in. extreme southeast.
Little or no field activity. Soils thawed but
too wet for plowing. Winter feeding chores,
machinery repair and fencing main jobs. All bur-
ley markets closed except Lexington. Dark-fired
tobacco selling, but nearing end of season.

LOUISIANA: Warm and dry. Temperatures 5 to 10°
above normal southeast, 10 to 15° above normal
northwest. Widely scattered light showers north-
west. Extremes: 80 and 29°.

Agricultural activities routine chores and
equipment repair.

MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Temperatures below normal
on Maryland's lower Eastern Shore, but 2 to 6°
above normal elsewhere 2-State area. Highs, mid
60's; lows, 6°. Precipitation light, trace to
1.05 in.

Warmer weather allowed outside repair and main-
tenance work. Preparations for spring planting.

MICHIGAN: Temperatures unseasonably warm.
9 to 14° above normal, average 11° above normal.
Maxima 60's south to 30's north. Minima below
0° to mid-teens. Precipitation light over southern
iower and heavier over northern lower and upper.
Amounts 0.04 in. to 1.00 in.

Pruning fruit trees underway southwest. Feed-
ing livestock and farm chores main farm activities.

MINNESOTA: Mild week, rain south, rain and snow
north. Temperatures average 13° above normal
northeast to 17° above normal south. Extremes:
13° below to 60° above. Precipitation 0.25 to
0.40 in. above normal central, north and north-
east, otherwise normal to 0.20 in. below normal.

Farmwork mostly caring for livestock and other
winter chores. Livestock wintering well with
continued mild winter.

MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures near normal. Extremes:
78 and 16°. Greatest 24-hour rainfall 0,25 in.

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Fieldwork:
3.5 days suitable. Winter wheat, oats and live-
stock fair. Hay roughage short to adequate.

Feed grain short.

MISSOURI: Temperatures 9 to 17° above normal.
Negligible precipitation.

Major farm activities care and management of
livestock.

Extremes

MONTANA: Unseasonally warm temperatures 15 to
20° above normal. Scattered rain or snow showers
lower elevations. Significant new snow reported
mountains west of Divide.

Winter wheat good. Wind damage to winter wheat
light to moderate. Snowcover protection poor
statewide. Livestock feed grain and hay ade-
quate. Cattle and sheep losses below average.
Calving and lambing just started 5% done. Shear-
ing near 5% complete.

NEBRASKA: Temperatures 9 to 18° above normal.
Light snow occurred over Panhandle first of
week with showers and thunderstorms over east
and south central end of week. Precipitation
light but locally up to 1.00 in.

Wheat fields still spotty but moisture bene-
ficial.

NEVADA: DPrecipitation broke dry weather pattern
prevailing throughout winter. Temperatures
ranged from 72 to -3°.
Livestock wintering well,
Feed supplies adequate.

losses below normal.

NEW ENGLAND: Coastal gales caused by three
storm systems. Temperatures normal. Warm
February 11th and 12th when southerly winds
raised temperatures into 40's and 50's. Rain
showers or snow flurries every day. No signifi-
cant amounts.

NEW JERSEY: Mild temperatures 3 to 4° above
normal. Extremes: 8 and 61°. Precipitation
light, below normal.

Farmers caring for livestock, pruning fruit
trees and tending to other winter chores.

NEW MEXICO: Warm wettest week this year. Tem-
perature averages 7 to 16° warmer than normals.
Light rainfall, soil moisture short. Slight
wind erosion. Ranges fair, some poor condition.
Livestock fair to good with supplemental feed-
ing. Irrigated winter wheat fair to good, dry-
land wheat poor to fair. Irrigated barley good.
Greenbug populations remain light. Mesilla
Valley onions fair to good. Land preparation
for spring planting and orchard pruning continued.

NEW YORK: Early week tempera%ures 20's and 30's

with light snow. Warmer weather midweek. Week
ended cloudy, mild, some rain.
NORTH CAROLINA: Precipitation light. Tempera-—

tures cold early moderated thereafter.

days suitable fieldwork 4.2. Soil moisture
adequate. Small grains fair to good. Pasture
poor to good. Feed supplies adequate. Farm
activities: Top dressing small grain, plowing,
seeding tobacco plantbeds.

NORTH DAKOTA:
normal. Extremes:
below normal.
Farmers and ranchers caring for livestock.
Roads and yards open for hauling feed and mar-
keting. Concern about bare fields some areas.

Temperatures averaged 18° above
54 to -10°, Precipitation

OHIO: Temperatures above normal and precipitation
below normal. Mild most of week except cooler 1lth
and 14th. Showers end of week.

Warm weather relieved concerns about ice-covered
wheat fields northwest.

OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 8 to 13° above normal.
cipitation light averaging 0.01 in. <o 0.05 in.
Weekend mild and dry.

Pre-
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Insect populations small grains mount with above
normal temperatures. Greenbug and cutworm infes-
tations widespread. Spray measures active. High
winds February 9 caused considerable loss Panhandle
counties, and moderate losses other northwest
areas. Wheat fair. Most wheat out of dormancy
but dry soils limit growth. Cattle removed most

areas. Planting spring small grains stepped up but
farmers wait for moisture. Most seed beds pre-
pared. Topsoil moisture short 91% of State. Cat-

tle fair condition, Warm weather sav-

ing feed supplies.

lice heavy.

OREGON: Temperatures slightly below normal. Ex-
tremes: 60's to 20's west; 50's to -8 east. Pre-
cipitation along coast 0.77 to 1.26 in.; 0.47 in.
or less western valleys; 0.02 in. or less east.

Some winter plowing, seeding grain as weather
permits. Fertilizing, spraying grass, clover
fields. Pruning orchards, training berries, fil-
berts in bloom. Potatoes moving from storage.
Livestock in good shape. Feed supplies adequate.
Lambing, calving continuing.

PENNSYLVANIA: Driest week since early November.
Abundant sunshine and southerly winds numerous

days. Warmest week since end of November. Ex-
tremes: 17 and 60°.

Farmers doing normal winter chores.
PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall 0.46 in., 0.25 in.

below normal. Temperatures 730 on coasts and 68°
interior. Maximum 90°,minimum 49°.

Sugarcane harvest started. Cultivation in pas-
tures. DPest control in coffee cultivation. New
tobacco plantings being done.

SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures above normal, rang-
ing from below normal early to much above normal

late week., Rainless, windy conditions dried out
soils rapidly.

Preparing, fertilizing land. Pruning peach or-
chards. Limited harvest of winter vegetables.
Soil preparation, seeding of squash, cucumbers, to-
matoes Charleston-Beaufort area. Preparing land
for watermelon, cucumber, cantaloup planting
Hampton area.

SOUTH DAKOTA: Unseasonably warm temperatures 12 to
22° above normal. Extremes: -19 and 66°. Pre-
cipitation fell as rain or snow throughout.

* " Farrowing and lambing continue. Livestock win-
tering well with warm weather. Snow-damaged fence
repair underway.

TENNESSEE: Temperatures near 10° above normal east
to 17° above normal west. Near record highs latter
half of week. Precipitation less than 0.10 in.

Relatively dry weather allowed start of spring
fieldwork some areas. Farmers getting ready for
spring work, feeding and caring for livestock.
Livestock in good condition.

TEXAS:
above normal 60's,;low 70's,
itation fell.

Wheat, oats continue decline owing to drouth
conditions. Greenbug abated high J,ow Plain
but causing damage Cross-Timbers Blacklands.
Planting cotton, corn, sorghum in early stages
south South Central Texas Low Rio Grande Valley.
Most farmers complete seedbed preparations but
need moisture before planting. Wheat making
poor growth continues decline except where irri-
gated. Dryland stands dying, many fields beyond
recovery. Livestock moving to feedlots as
grazing declines. Oats: Continue poor growth
show little promise grain crop. Warm weather

Warm temperatures,no rain. Temperatures
Little or no precip-
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produced short response but moisture inadequate
to sustain growth. Flax: Making fair to poor
growth where moisture below normal, upper Gulf
Coast flax making good growth where moisture
adequate. Cotton: Planting started Lower Rio
Grande Valley, no stands emerged. Farmers
southern half State need moisture to plant.
Sorghum: Planting started south and south cen-
tral Texas Lower Rio Grande Valley. Farmers
need additional moisture before planting. Plant-
ing started south and south central Texas upper
Gulf Coast.

In Lower Rio Grande Valley, onion harvest to
begin this week. Carrot and cabbage volume
steady. Lettuce harvest in final stages.
Bend: Watermelon planting active. San Antonio-
Winter Garden area: Strawberries and onions good
progress. East Texas: Sweetpotato bedding under-
way. North Texas: Planting onions and potato.
Knox-Haskell: Few acres Irish potatoes have
been planted. Trans-Pecos: Planting of onions
and lettuce completed in E1 Paso county. Peach:
Early varieties continue to bloom central and
southern Texas. Early and mid-season orange
harvest declining.

Range pasture conditions continue decline heavy
feeding maintaining livestock fair to good condi-
tion. Little small grain grazing available and
livestock moving from fields to feedlots and mar-
kets increasing numbers. Dry ranges fire hazard
nearly every area except southeast Texas, upper
Gulf Coast. Some losses malnutrition noted north-
east Texas Blacklands stock water short many other
areas.

Coastal

UTAH: Moderate tolocally heavy rain and snow many
sections of State early and again weekend. Tem-
peratures variable ranging from near normal to 9
below north and up to 9° above normal south.

Care and feeding of livestock major activities.
Marketing potatoes, apples and dry onions from
storage. Farm flock sheep,lambing in progress.
Extremes:

VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal.

15 to 70°. Precipitation light, spotty.
ranged from 0.00 to 0.50 in.

Fieldwork: Suitable 2.8 days. Topsoil mois-
ture adequate. Feeding, caring for livestock.
Calving, lambing increasing. Feed supplies ade-
quate. Fieldwork included topdressing small
grains, tobacco planted preparation and seeding,
plowing, pruning fruit trees, taking soil samples.

Amounts

WASHINGTON: Yest:
ern half below normal southern half. Tempera-
tures 1 to 3° subnormal south. Harvesting forced
rhubarb. Digging certified strawberries. Prun-
ing and tying raspberries. Lettuce seeding in cold
frames for early transplants. Field seeding of
leaf cabbage started. Silage short.

East: Precipitation slightly subnormal.
peratures 3 to 6° above normal. Winter wheat
showing leaf tip frost damage. Pruning and tree
removal in orchards active. Calving and lambing
running smoothly.

Tem-

WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal through-
out State. Precipitation below normal except cen-
tral.

Fieldwork:
mostly adequate.
Livestock condition good.
maintenance.

Suitable 3-4 days. Soil moisture
Small grains good condition.
Feeding livestock and

WISCONSIN: Mild weather temperatures high 50's.
Colder weather returned midweek followed by mild
temperatures by weekend.

WYOMING: Warm and dry. First two days below nor-
mal temperature, remainder of period much above
normal. Departures ranged 5 to 109 above normal.
Parts of southwest and northeast above normal pre-
cipitation elsewhere very dry.

Supplemental feeding decreasing with decreased
snow cover. Feed supplies sufficient. Early
calving and lambing. Some sheep shearing. Live-
stock condition good. Winter wheat condition fair
to good, improved by January Snows.

Precipitation above normal north-
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World Agricultural Weather Summary
January 1 - February 17

HIGHLIGHTS: Because of persistent dry weather,
the U. S. Great Plains continues to be the major
agricultural trouble spot. In the USSR--mostly
the southeast winter wheat area--potentially
damaging cold in early February caught some

of the crop with little or no sSnow coOver. in
general, though, snow cover has been above nor-
mal in the USSR. Winter rains have been sparse
in Malaysia, India, and Sri Lanka; only a few
isolated spots received any significant moisture.
Widespread storms and floods ravaged major crop
areas of South Africa and Lesotho.

WEATHER: January and the first half of February
were exceptionally wet in Australia. Limited
dry spots include the coastal districts of
southern Australia and Victoria and the interior
of western Australia. Temperatures approximated
midsummer normals.

In Brazil, January was very dry in the north-
east; however, rainfall picked up considerably
in February. Rainfall tended to be above nor-
mal in Sao Paulo and the States to the south.

In general near normal temperatures prevailed.

January was wet—-with precipitation amounts
ranging from 5 to 10 inches--and cooler than usual
in the major agricultural regions in northern
Argentina. February has been quite dry.

Widespread storms and floods ravaged Lesotho
and vast areas of Transvaal, Natal, and Orange
Free State Provinces of South Africa.

In the United States drought intensified over
much of the central and southern Great Plains,
while heavy precipitation in early February broke
the prolonged dry spell in most of the Southwest.

Midwinter temperatures averaged above normal
in Western Europe and were joined by above nor-
mal precipitation in northern regions. January
precipitation was well below normal in the
western Mediterranean region, including much of
North Africa; in February, however, there have
been several days of good rains. Eastern Europe
and the USSR were wetter than usual, except
for southern Romania, Albania, and Bulgaria.
Temperatures were above normal but as a rule
turned much colder in early February.

The Philippines were wet except for the north-
west coast of Luzon. In contrast, rainfall
was unusually light in Malaysia.

In the People's Republic of China (PRC), January
was dry in the north. The only significant preci-
pitation occurred in several southern Provinces of
the PRC. Temperatures were slightly above normal
in the north and slightly below in the south. Snow,
sleet, and rain in Peking on February 12 were the
first precipitation there in several months.

Good rainfall favored much of Pakistan in
January. In India isolated northern areas
measured 1 and 1 1/2 inches of rain, but most
of the country received little or no rain. Sri
Lanka was exceptionally dry.

CROPS: Unseasonable warmth and continued dry-
ness increased stress of hard red winter wheat
and other crops in much of the central and
southern U. S. Great Plains. Heavy precipita-
tion in early February brought considerable
relief to crops in much of the U. S. Southwest.

Above average midwinter snow cover in the USSR
protected winter grains against the cold. How-
ever, the southeast portion of the winter wheat
region experienced potentially damaging cold
in early February and snow cover was briefly
inadequate in part of the area. Snow depth
increased considerably in most of the spring
wheat region.

January rains penefitted winter wheat in
parts of Pakistan. India's northern wheat
region, though, had only isolated areas of worth-
while rain. Elsewhere in India, Sri Lanka, and
Malaysia, the prolonged dry spell caused much
concern for crops.

Adequate winter rains sustained grains in most
of the western Mediterranean region despite
extended periods of dry weather. Conditions
have been excellent for winter wheat in Turkey
and improved in Syria.

In eastern Europe wintering crops received
above normal precipitation and snow cover appeared
adequate during spells of cold weather. Although
there has been little snow cover, temperatures
remained relatively mild in Western Europe, where
heaving from freezing and thawing poses the big-
gest threat to crops.

Temperatures moderated from early winter cold
in the southern PRC, favoring growth and develop-
ment of crops. Winter wheat in the north was
exposed to typical cool, dry midwinter weather
and general precipitation would help.

In the Southern Hemisphere, February rainfall
reduced stress on crops in much of northeast
Brazil. Elsewhere in Brazil, especially in
the major agricultural areas of the south, a good
balance of rain and sunshine benefitted crops.
Generous January rains arrested decline of Argen-
tine crops and provided moisture to sustain
surviving crops through the relatively dry month
of February.

Weeks of persistent heavy rains and flooding
caused extensive damage to crops in.South Africa,
especially corn and sorghum, and threatens crops
in Lesotho.

Similar weather damaged soybeans, sunflowers
and caused problems for cotton in Australia,
particularly in Queensland and northern New South
Wales.

By W. J. Cremins
Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA
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HEATING DEGREE-DAYS FOR THE WEEK

52 PERCENT DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL (1941-1970)
( O 4o

BASED ON PRELIMINARY TELEGRAPNIC REPORTS

~, HEATING DEGREE-DAYS ACCUMULATED FROM JuLy 1, 1975

\ 7/ 77~ ERCENT DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL (1341-1970)
1 —go — N
) ,

FEB 151976

BASED ON PRELIMINARY TELEGRAPNIC REPORTS

7» PERCENT DEPARTURE FROM 1974 - 1975
ROy,

FEB 151976

BASED ON PRELIMINARY TELEGRAPHIC REPORTS
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HEATING DEGREE DAYS (BASE £5°) FOR WEEK ENDING FEB. 15, 1976.
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