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National Weather Summary
For the week of February 21-27

HIGHLIGHTS: Record-breaking warmth covered many
parts of the Nation this past week. The entire
Nation east of the Rockies was at least 6° above

normal except in the upper Great Lakes, New England
and Florida. North Central Montana was 18° warmer
than normal. Much needed moisture moved into the
Pacific Northwest with amounts of 2,00 to 4.00 in.
along the coast and up to 1.00 in. further
Heavy rains fell across the Southeast with over
three inches in parts of Alabama and Mississippi.
Over 1.00 in. fell in the parched eastern Dakotas
as a combination of rain, snow and ice. Severe
dust storms occurred in the western Plains, with
the dust clouds still persisting as they passed off
the Atlantic Coast.

The cold air persisted in the eastern third
of the Nation Monday. Below zero temperatures were
recorded in northern Michigan and readings below
freezing reached into northern Florida. Snow
gradually diminished in the Northeast after leav-

inland.

ing heavy amounts in a band from West Virginia into-
New England. In the West the rain that started
late Sunday continued into Monday and some heavy
snow was reported in the mountains of northern
California. Rainshowers and occasional thunder-
storms were reported from central California and
northern Nevada through western Oregon and Wash-
ington. High winds accompanied the storm gusts
reached 60 mph in some places. Some snow reached
into Idaho, Utah and parts of Colorado.

A succession of Pacific frontal systems
moved rapidly eastward on Tuesday and continued to
bring much needed precipitation to most of western
U.S. Rain with snow at higher elevations spread
from the West Coast into Colorado and Montana. A
low pressure center was deepening in Kansas late in
the day. Gusty wind and blowing dust was generated
by the deepening low and, by the end of the day,
moisture from the Gulf of Mexico was pulled into
the system and showers and thunderstorms, some
heavy, began from north Texas through eastern
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Oklahoma and Kansas and into Nebraska. Rain or
snow covered much of the upper Mississippi Valley.
The hot weather in the West gave way to milder
conditions and very warm weather was noted in
central U.S. ahead of the storm. The cold weather
in the East moderated to more pleasant conditions.

The intense low pressure system deepened and
moved northeastward into Nebraska on Wednesday. A
cold front extended southward into the Gulf of
Mexico. Along and ahead of the front and east and
northeast of the low, showers, thunderstorms and
tornadoes broke out while behind the system high
winds kicked up dust storms. The dust was carried
high in the atmosphere and drifted eastward with
the front. Much colder air was drawn into the
northern Plains and rain changed to freezing rain
and then to snow in the eastern Dakotas, Minnesota
and Wisconsin. During the day showers, thuder-
storms and tornadoes occurred all the way to Ken-
tucky and Alabama. A frontal system moving onto
the West Coast caused showers first in southern
California and then innorthern California, Oregon
and Washington.

The powerful storm system moved from Nebraska
to upper Michigan on Thursday. While southeastern
U.S. was having problems with severe thunderstorms
the north central portion of the Nation was plagued
with severe winter weather. Snow, mixed with
freezing rain in some areas, was widespread from
the northern Plains through the Great Lakes region.
Strong winds accompanied the snow and created near
blizzard conditions in some areas. Later in the
day rain extended south and east of the Great Lakes
across the Ohio Valley and to the mid and north

Atlantic Coast States. A developing storm in the
Southwest dumped locally heavy amounts of snow on
the southern Rockies.

The winter storm moved into New England early
Friday as snow across northern New England and rain
in south and central areas. Snow was also wide-
spread across North Dakota, Minnesota and the Upper
Great Lakes. Heavy snowfall occurred in portions
of Colorado and New Mexico during the early morn-
ing and spread across the Great Plains during the
day.

Unseasonably mild temperatures occurred along
the Gulf and Atlantic Coasts during the day. Dust
from the storms two days before on the Great Plains
reduced visibility two to three miles in the South-
east.

The snow continued in the western Plains
early Saturday. Snow also fell from the eastern
Dakotas to the upper Great Lakes and reached into
the Middle Mississippi Valley during the day.
Widespread rain and show fell across the western
portions of Washington and Oregon.

The mild temperatures set many records in
the East: Augusta, Ga. 76; Baltimore, Md. 68;
Charleston, W.Va. 78, to name just a few.

A large area of rain and snow associated with
a strong low pressure system moved northeastward
during the day Sunday. Freezing rain fell from
central Indiana into southern Michigan with snow to
the north. Before the front meved through many
record temperatures were set. The warm tempera-
ture and rain produced some flooding in New York,
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Welcome moisture
again moved into the Pacific Northwest.
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National Agricultural Summary
For the Week of February 21-27

HIGHLIGHTS: High winds stirred up dust in parts
of the southern Great Plains at midweek but light
precipitation helped settle the dust. Soils
eroded and some winter wheat was damaged in Kansas,
Colorado, Oklahoma and Texas. High temperatures
greened wheat fields as far north as Montana.
Rains in some areas of the west improved the imme-
diate moisture problem for crops but farmers con-
tinued to haul stock water. Most of the United
States reported shortages of soil moisture; the
exceptions included the Atlantic and Gulf Coast
areas and parts of the eastern North Central
States. Land preparations began in the southern
half of the Nation. Farmers spread fertilizer,
disked crop residue, plowed and planted the first
fields of cotton and corn. Orchard growers
finished pruning decidious trees in southern fruit
producing areas.

SMALL GRAINS: Moderating temperatures throughout
most of the Nation's winter wheat producing areas
greened the 1977 winter wheat crop. Most areas
need more precipitation with the crop coming out
of dormancy. High winds whipped dust clouds
across the southern Great Plains eroding topsoils
and damaging winter wheat in Texas, Kansas,
Oklahoma and Colorado. Precipitation in some areas
of the Nation brought new snow cover to the crop
and in the eastern half of the United States farmers
fertilized the winter wheat.

In Kansas strong winds blew away soil and
damaged some wheat but fields began greening.
Soil moisture supplies were short. In Oklahoma
winter wheat was in fair to good condition,
growing rapidly in areas with adequate so0il mois-
ture. High winds and temperatures depleted top-
soil moisture and most areas need precipitation.
Heavy dust blanketed Oklahoma on the 23d. Texas
wheat fields on the plains were plagued by blowing
sand at midweek but weekend snow offered relief
from moisture shortages and the dust. Greenbug
populations increased and farmers began control
measures on the northern Low Plains. 1In Colorado
high winds on the 22d and 23d extensively eroded
topsoils and damaged wheat. The crop condition
declined. Montana winter wheat was in fair condi-
tion and started greening in the south central
area. Snow cover gave little protection but wind
damage at this time was light. Rains in
California helped the small grains. In the east-
ern North Central States winter wheat began
greening and farmers began fertilizing. The crop
was in fair condition. In Arizona early fields
began heading.

OTHER CROPS: Cotton producers planted some fields
in Arizona and Texas. Less than 1% of the crop
was planted in the Lower Rio Grande Valley,
equalling last year and the average.

Farmers harvested sugarcane in Florida and

Texas. Wet fields kept Texas growers from harvest
ing earlier this year. Arizona sugarbeets grew
well.

Tobacco plant bed seeding extended into
Virginia. Farmers in South Carolina treated seed-
beds. Plants improved in Florida and Georgia.
Indiana tobacco growers have some of the 1976 crop
to strip. In Kentucky weather was more favorable
for stripping tobacco but barley sales were light.

Farmers planted Irish potatoes in Texas,
Alabama and Mississippi. Mississippi growers
planted 30% of the crop compared with 24% last
year. California and Florida growers harvested
the winter cron.

Texas producers planted sorghum in the central
and south areas, but less than 1% of the crop was
planted compared with 6% last year and the.average.
Less than 1% of the Texas corn crop was planted
lagging 3% in 1976 and the 4% average.

FRUITS AND NUTS: PFruit growers pruned trees in
Virginia, pruned and set peach trees in South
Carolina and pruned.trees in Washington and Oregon.
California fruit and nut trees in various stages
of bloom included almonds., apricots, peaches,
plums and nectarines. Citrus growers picked
lemons, grapefruits. Navel oranges and tangerines.
Arizona citrus growers picked Valencia oranges,
grapefruit, tangelos and a few sweet oranges,
tempo of the Texas citrus harvest quickened as
groves dried. Growers picked grapefruit and
valencias. In Florida all citrus trees showed new
growth. The groves need moisture and growers
applied irrigation, Early and midseason orange
harvest slowed because of limited supplies.

The

VEGETABLES: South Carolina vegetable growers
harvested greens, planted cabbage and prepared
land for spring crops. Florida vegetable ship-
ments held steady. Cabbage, the volume leader,
gained 29% over the previous week. Celery and
potato volume also increased. Growers shipped
steady supplies of carrots, escarole-endive but
fewer supplies of lettuce, strawberries and toma-
toes. Light volumes of cucumbers, eggplant, green
peppers and squash moved to market. Cold wind and
scattered frost damaged some plantings of snap
beans, cucumbers and squash. Higher temperatures
later in the week improved vegetable crops. Texas
growers picked cabbage, carrots, lettuce, broccoli
and spinach. Growers planted cantaloups, water-

melons, potatoes, onions, sweet corn, cabbage,
peas, turnips, beets and collards. Higher temp-
eratures encouraged growth of onions, peppers,

carrots and cabbage. Arizona lettuce producers
harvested in the Yuma area and grew good stands in
the central area. California growers harvested
artichokes, asparagus, broccqli, cabbage, peas,
onions, melons and tomatoes.

PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Cattle were generally in
fair condition but improving. Higher temperatures
took the stress off most herds and in some south-
ern areas limited new grazing was available. Some
livestock producers put cattle on small grain
fields. The more favorable weather also reduced
death losses during calving and lambing.

Farmers began fertilizing pastures. Hay
supplies were short but pastures started greening.
Florida pastures rated poor but scattered showers
helped make a noticeable improvement in some areas.
Texas ranges responded to higher temperatures but
hay supplies were almost depleted and supplemental
feeding was necessary. California rains improved
range conditions in the northern half of the State
but the precipitation was not enough to replenish
stock water supplies. Cattlemen thinned herds and
gave supplemental feeds to maintain their cattle.
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for the Week Ending Midnight, 1s.t., Februory 27,1977

Tempefa- Precipitatiml Tempera- PrecipitatimT Tempera- [Precipitation
ture °F Inches ture °F Inches ture °F Inches
States and Stations g g States and Stations H & St g 1
g =1 E: g 5 8 ates and Stations M 5 -1
4 5 = jal @ 1 - I ?IP t: -t 1
g g‘ s g‘ M o [} o i s [ [ b
) -3 £ ] [ a, -]
| & o & > ° S °
< & < | & e & < | A & &
ALA .Birmingham. . .| 56| + 8| 3.4{ +2.0 La.Baton Rouge. -{61L|+6)1.0 | - .2 Youngstown. . . .| 38 | +10 .2 - .4
Mobile. . . . . .| g1| + 6 1.1] - .2 Lake Charles. . .| 61|+ 5 4 - .7 OKLA.0kla, City . .| 51 |+ 8 .3 - .1
Montgomery. . . .| 55| + 3 2.8] +1.6 New Orleans . . .;j62 |+ 5| 1.4 + .1 Tulsa ., . . . .} B2+ 09 .3 - .2
ALASKA ,Anchorage. .| 31| +11 T| - .2 Shreveport. . . .| 60| + 8 .3 - .6 OREG.Astoria. . . .| 46 |+ 2 (2.0 + .2
Barrow. . . . o|-18] + 1 T 0 MAINE.Caribou . . .j 12| - 3] 1.2 + .7 Burns . , . . . .| 32|~ 1 .3 0
Fairbanks . . . .| -] - e | o Portland. . . . .| 27|+ 2| 2.2 +1.3 Medford . . . . .| 43 0 .6 + .1
Juneau. . . . . .| 39| +10 .8 0 MD.Baltimore. . . .| 49| +13 .6 - .2 Pendleton . . . .| 43 |+ 2 .3 + .1
Kodiak., . . . . .} 33| + 2 4.3 +3.1 MASS.,Boston . . . .{ 35|+ 3{ 1.4 + .5 Portland. . . . .| 44 011.7 + .8
Nome. . . . . . .| 19| +14 171 - .1 Chatham . . . . .| 36| -—- .6 -—— Salem . . . . . .| 42 |- 2j1.9 + .8
ARIZ ,Flagstaff, . .] 28| - 3 .71+ .38 MICH.Alpena . . . .{ 24| + 44 1.5 +1.1 PA.Allentown. . . .jJ 40|+ 9| 1.7 +1.0
Phoenix . . . . .| 59| + 3 a0 -1 Detroit . . . . .| 35|+ 7] 1.3 + .8 Erie. . . . . . .| 34|+ 7 .6 0
Tucson, . . « . .| 55 0 T| - .2 Flint . . . . . .| 31|+ 5 .4 0 Harrisburg. . . .| 39|+ 5]1.2 + .5
Winslow . . . . .| 33| - 8 71+ .86 Grand Rapids. ., .| 30| + 4] 1.0 + .6 Philadelphia. . .{ 45|+ 9 (1.1 + .4
Yuma. . . . . . .| 60| -1 T - .1 Houghton Lake . .| 24| + 4| 1.1 + .7 Pittsburgh.. . . .| 40|+ 9 .2 - .4
ARK .Fort Smith. . .| 52| + 7 .8 0 Lansing . . . . .| 32|+ 6 .4 V] Scranton. . . . .| 36 |+ 7]|1.2 + .7
Little Rock . . .| 57} +12 .8] - .3 Marquette . . . .| 23| + 2 .8 + .4 R.I, Providence . .| 36 |+ 5| 1.4 + .5
CALIF .,Bakersfield .| 54 4] 11 - .1 Muskegon., . . . .| 29| + 3 .6 + .2 8.C. Charleston . .| 865 }|+ 3]1.1 + .2
Eureka. . . . . .| 49 o] .9 - .3 S. Ste. Marie . .| 19| + 2 .7 + .3 Columbia. . . . .| 56|+ 7| 1.2 + .2
Fresno. . . . . .| 52} + 1 1] - .3 MINN,Duluth . . . .| 20|+ 5 .4 + .2 Greenville. . . .| 50|+ 4| 1.6 + .4
Los Angeles . . .| 59 0 2] - .4 Internatl Falls .| 17| + 7 .7 + .5 S.D. Aberdeen . . .| 28 | +10 .9 + .7
Red Bluff . . . .| 51 o] 8] - .1 Minneapolis . .| 29| +10 .8 + .5 Hurom . . . . . .| 20+ 8] 1.7 +1.5
San Diego . . . .| 59| + 2 1 - .3 Rochester . . . .| 29| +10 .9 + .7 Rapid City. . . .| 36 |+ 9 .2 + .1
San Francisco . .| 52 0 6] - .1 St. Cloud . . . .| 24| + 8 .9 + .7 Sioux Falls . . .| 31|+ 9 .7 + .4
Stockton ., . . .| 53| + 3 4] - .1 MISS.Jackson. . . .| 60| + 9| 1.0 - .2 TENN .Chattanooga., .| 52 |+ 8| 2.6 +1.3
COLO.Denver . . . .| 36| + 2 A -1 Meridian. . . . .| 56| + 5| 3.4 +2.1 Knoxville . . . .| 55| +11 (1.2 o]
Grand Junction. .f 35| - 1 1 N I | MO.Columbia . ., ., .] 43+ 7] 1.1 + .6 Memphis . . . .| 85{+10]| 1.2 0
Pueblo. . . . . .| 38 + 2 3]+ .2 Kansas City . . .| 44|+ 9| .5 ]+ .1 Nashville . . . .| 55| +12] 2.7 +1.86
CONN ,Bridgeport . .| 34| + 2| 1.1 + .4 St. Louis . . . .} 45+ 8| 1.8 | +1.2 | TEX.Abilene , . . .| 57|+ 7 T - .2
Hartford. . . . .| 33| + 4| 1.9 +1.1 Springfield . . .} 46| + 7 .9 | +.3 Amarillo, . . . .| 47|+ 6 .2 + .1
D.C.Washington. . .| 51| +12 .6{ - .1 | MONT.Billings . . .} 36+ 7| .1 ] - .1 Austin. . . . . .| 61|+ 8 T -7
FLA ,Apalachicola. .| 54| - 3] 1.8] + .8 Glasgow . . . . .| 33| +15 T |- .1 Beaumont., . . . .| 81 ]+ 5 T -1.0
Daytona Beach ., .| 59| - 1 T - 01 Great Falls , . .| 36|+ 8| .1 (- .1 Brownsville . . .| 68|+ 3 T - .3
Ft. Myers . . . .| 64| - 2 T - .6 Havre . . . . . .| 38| +18( .1 o Corpus Christi. .| 65|+ 4 0 - .4
Jacksonville. . .| 57 0| 1.04 + .1 Helena. . . . . .| 33| + & T -.1 Dallas, . . . o of == | === === -—=
Key West, . . . .| 70| - 2 0} - .4 Kalispell . . ., .| 34| + 7 4+ .2 Del Rio . . . . .} 61|+ 3 0 .2
Lakeland. . . . .| 63 ol 1.9 +1.2 Miles City. . . .{ 36| +12| .1 0 El Paso . . . . .| S0 0 T - .1
Miami . . . ., . .| 68| -1 o] - .5 Missoula. . . . .| 33| + 4 .1 0 Fort Worth, . . .| 56 |+ 6 T - .8
Orlando ., . . . .| 58] - 4 .71 - .1 | NEBR.Grand Island .| 39( + 9] .2 0 Galveston . . . .| 61|+ 4 0 - .6
Tallahassee , . .| 54| - 2| 2.1| + .8 Lincoln ., . . . .| 38| + 8 1] - .2 Houston . . . . .| 60|+ 3 T - .8
Tampa . . . . . .| 6} - 2 1.5 + .7 Norfolk . . . . .! 36| +10 .8 + .4 Lubbock . . . . .| 50|+ 6 .2 - .2
W.Palm Beach. . .| 65] - 2 Tf- .7 N.Platte. . . . .{ 35| + 5[ .2 | + .1 Midland . . . . .| 85+ 5[ .1 - .1
GA,Atlanta. ., ., ., .| 81 + 5[ 1.8] + .6 Omaha . . . . . .| 41 +13] .3 0 San Angelo... . .| 57 [+ 5 4 - .2
Augusta . . . . .| 83} + 3] 1.8| + .8 valentine . . . .| 32 + 6 .7 | + .6 San Antonio ., . .| 58|+ 2 T - .5
Macon . . . . . .| 85y +3] 1.7 + .5 | NEVEly . . . . . .| 2601 -3] .11 -.1 Victoria. . . . .| 621+ 4 T - .6
Savannah, . ., . .| 87| + 4 1.1| + .3 Las Vegas . . . .| 92| + 1 0] -.1 Waco. . . . . . o 801+ 7 T - .6
HAWAII.Hilo . . . .| 75| + 4| 6.4] +2.9 Remo. . . . . . .f 37| =1 .71+ .5 Wichita Falls . .| 53|+ 5| .1 - .2
Honolulu., . . . .} —=| === === —==- Winnemucca. . . .| 35{ - 1| .1 | - .1 | UTAH.Blanding . . .| 33]|- 2 T - .2
Kahului ., . . . .[ 75| + 3 .3 - .3 | N.H.Concora . . . .| 28] + 3| 1.3 | + .7 Salt Lake City. .| 36 |+ 1| .5 + .2
Liktue . . . . . .| 74| + 2[ 1.3 + .3 | N.J.Atlantic City .| 44| + g| 1,2 | + .3 | VI.Burlington . . .| 26]+ 5] 1.1 + .7
IDAHO .Boise . . . .| 37| - 1 4 + 1 Trenton . . . . .| 45| +10] 1.9 { +1.2 | VA.Lynchburg. . . .|l 481+ 8] .5 - .3
Lewiston. . . . .{ 41| + 1 .2 0 N.MEX . Albuquerque .| 41| - 1 21 o Norfolk . . . . .l 54l +11] 1.4 + .6
Pocatello . . . .| 32| + 1 4| + .2 Roswell . . . . .| 52f + 7| .1 0 Richmond. . . . .l 53] +12] 1.2 + .4
ILL.Cairo . . . . .[ 49| + 7] 1.2 + .2 | N.Y.Albany. . . . .| 28] + 2{ 1.1 | +1.1 Roanoke . . . . .1 48|+ 8| .6 - .2
Chicago . . . . .| 38| + 6 3 - 1 Binghamton. . . . 36| +12] .7 | + .1 | WASH.COlville . . .{ 35+ 3| .1 - .2
Moline. . . . . .| 38| +10 .4 4] Buffalo . . . . .| 36| +10 .3 - .3 Omak. . . . « . ] 374+ 4 T - .3
Peoria., . . . . .| 38| + 8 7] + .3 New York. . . . .| 40| + 5] 1.5 | + .7 Quillayute. . . .| 42 ol 4.1 +1.3
Rockford. . . . .| 34| + 8 .3 - .1 Rochester . . . .[ 32) +6] .3 | - .3 Seattle-Tacoma. .| 46 |+ 3| .3 -7
Springfield . . .| 40| + 7 .8 + .3 Syracuse. . . . .| 32y + 6] .9 + .2 Spokane . . . . .| 35|+ 1 .2 - .2
IND,Evansville. . .| 47| + 9| 1.0, + .1 | N.C.Asheville . . .| 48' + 7| .9 | - .1 Walla Walla . . .| 46 |+ 3| .2 -1
Ft. Wayne . . . .| 38 +9] 1.7| +1.2 Charlotte . . . .| 53| + 8] 1.2 | + .2 Yakima. . . . . .| 38 o} .3 + .2
Indianapolis. . .| 40| + 7] 3.0] +2.4 Greensboro. . . .| 51| + 9{ 1.2 | + .3 | W.Va.Beckley. . . .f 43|+ 9| .7 - .2
South Bend. . . .| 37[ + 9 .5 0 Hatteras. . . . .| 551 + 8| 1.4 | + .4 Charleston., . . .| 48| +10| .1 - .7
IOWA .Burlington . .| 38| + 8 6] + .2 Raleigh . . . . .l 53] + 9] 1.8 | +1.0 Huntington. . . .| 50 | +12| .1 - .7
Des Moines. . . .| 38| +11 .3 0 Wilmington. . . .l 55| + 6] 1.7 | + .8 Parkersburg . . .| 47} +11| .2 - .5
Dubuque . . . . . 31| + 7 1.0{ + .6 N.DAK .Bismarck. . .} 27{ +11 .3 + .2 WIS.Green Bay . . .| 25|+ 6| 1.3 +1.0
Sioux City. . . .| 35| + 9 1 - .2 Fargo . . . . . «f 23] + 9] 1.2 [ +1.1 La Crosse . . . .| 29|+ 6| .7 + .4
KANS.Concordia. . .| 42] + 8 T| - .3 Williston . . . .| 28| +11 T|-.1 Madison . . . . .| 32|+ 9] 1.3 +1.0
Dodge City. . . .| 45| + 8 .1{ - .1 | OHIO.Akron-Canton .| 41| +12( .3 | - .3 Milwaukee . . . .| 31|+ 6| .4 + .1
Goodland. . . . . 38| + 5 .1 0 Cincinnati. . . .| 44 + 9| .8 o | wyO.Casper. . . . .| 26|~ 2| .4 + .3
Topeka. . . . . .| 46| +10 .3 0 Cleveland . . . .| 37| + 8] .4 | - .2 Cheyemne. . . . .| 29| _ 1| .7 + .6
Wichita . . . . .| 47 + 9 T{ - .3 Columbus . . . . 41| +9| .1 ] - .5 Lander. . . . . +| 30+ 3| .1 - .1
iv.Lexington. . . .| 50| +13 .3} - .6 Dayton. . . . . .l 40| + 8] .9 | + .3 Sheridan. . . . .l 33|+ 6| .1 -1
Louisville. . . .| 52| +14] 1.2} + .2 Toledo. . . . . .{ 35| + 6| 1.3 | + .8 | P.R.San Juan. . . .| 78} + 2| .2 - .3
Based on 1941-70 normals
Publication of the Weekly Weather and Crop National Weather Service, NOAA; H.J. Delong,
Bulletin began in 1892 as the Weekly Weather Statistical Reporting Service, USDA. )
Chronicle. It is now issued under general Yearly subscription rate: $5.00 domestic
authority of the Act of January 12, 1895 and $11.25 foreign airmail. Order from the .
(44USC 213), 53 Cong., 3d Session. Contents of the Agricultural Weather Support Service, South Build-+
Bulletin may be reprinted freely, with proper credit. ing Mail Unit, Room 1248, USDA, Washington, D.C.
Standard copy for the Bulletin is prepared 20250. Make checks payable to Department of
by R.E. Felch, L.)M. Denny, and O.W. Byrd, Comanerce, NOAA.
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture

These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on

a national scale.

More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins

published each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service.

ALABAMA: Preview of spring tHen return to winter. Welcome
rains and warmm but temperatures dropped sharply on 27th.
Tenperatures averaged 6° above normal. Moderate to
heavy rains on 23d and 26th.

Fieldwork possible 2lst through 23d.. Plowing,
fertilizing, and feeding major activities. Small grains
made limited growth. Irish potato planting continues.

Livestock remain poor to fair condition. Hay supplies
short.
ARIZONA: Cooler, scattered precipitaion early,

more general precipitation later in week.
averaged 0.50 to 0.70 in.
Trace in northwest,
near normal.

Land preparations cotton final stages.
Limited planting underway. Early planted small
grains heading. Sugarbeets excellent growth.
First cutting alfalfa hay underway. Lettuce har-
vest steady progress. Melon preparation, planting
well advanced. Valencia orange harvest underway,
Yuma. Harvest grapefruit, valencias, tangelos,
few sweet oranges active Salt River Valley. Soil
moisture, stock water very short, desert ranges.
Supplemental feeding required some areas.

Amounts
in central mountains.
southern deserts. Temperatures

ARKANSAS: Mild with warm days and cold nights.
Temperatures 5 to 11° above normal. Extremes: 88
and 1509, Generally light rainfall with greatest
amount of 2.47 in.

Rain limited fieldwork,
and disking. Very little plowing accomplished to
date. Cattle on full feed. Livestock producers
buying hay. Nitrogen topdress on fescue and rye
grass pastures. Some growth on fescue and rye
grass pastures.

CALIFORNIA: Some precipitation in all parts. Over
1.00 in. along the north coast and over 3.00 in. at some
mountain locations in the north. Temperatures averaged
from near normal in the north to 7° above in the south-
east interior.\

Small grains generally benefited fram recent rains.
More rain needed. Alfalfa being irrigated. Cotton and
sugarbeet ground being prepared. Almond, apricot, avocado,
peaches, plums, and nectarines are in various stages of
bloom. Avocado, lemon, grapefruit, navel orange, and
tangerine harvest continues. Planting of asparagus, peas,
onions, melons, tomatoes continues. Harvesting of
artichokes, asparagus, broccoli, cabbage, lettuce, winter
potatoes, strawberries, and other miscellaneous vegetables
active. Recent rains improved range conditions northern
half. Rains not enough to improve stock water supplies.
Herd thinning, supplemental feeding continues. Lambing,
calving continue.

OOLORADO: Heavy snow mountains 22d, 24th and 25th, 24 to
48 in., 4 to 15 in. 24th and 25th in San Luis Valley and
into southeast. Northeast, little or no precipitation.
Northwesterly winds, gusting 50 to 100 mph caused Hust
storms. Temperatures well above nommal beginning of week,
with strong cooling east portion end of week.

Crop conditions continue decline. Precipitation
below nommal, putting stress on dryland crops and reducing
irrigation water prospects. High winds on 22d and 23d
caused extensive erosion of topsoil and some damage to
wheat. Spring fieldwork underway. Livestock good
condition, calving and lambing underway. Hay supplies
below average. Early spring and sumner grazing pros-
pects poor.

Some stalk destruction

FILORIDA: Frost in most agricultural areas, 22d, with fair
and warmm weather, until a cold front again reduced
readings on 27th. Rains averaged 1.00 to 2.00 in. across
most of central, north less than 0.10 in. south. Tem-
peratures near to slightly above normal.

Soil moisture adequate central, most of Panhandle,
excessive northeast, becoming short south central, south-
ern areas. Land preparation continues, early corn being
planted. Sugarcane harvest active, more than 75% complete.
Small grains improving, applying top-dressing. Tobacco
plant beds improving. Scattered showers benefical
pastures but overall condition very poor. Pastures made
noticeable improvements central, south while small grains,
other forage crops Panhandle, north recovering slowly.
Heavy supplemental feeding of livestock. Overall, cattle,
calves poor condition. All citrus trees showing new
growth. Rain needed, irrigation being applied. Early
and midseason orange harvest slowing due to limited
supplies. Vegetable shipments held steady. Volume leader,
cabbage, showed 29 increase. Celery, potatoes also
.showed volume increase. Steady supplies carrots, escarole-
endive. Shipments lettuce, strawberries, tomatoes
decreased. Light volume cucumbers, eggplant, green
peppers, squash continues. Cold winds, scattered frost
during early week caused some damage, plant loss to snap
beans, cucumbers, squash. Warmer weather latter part of
week benefical.

GEORGIA: Temperature 1 to 3° above normal except
1 to 29 below normal extreme south. Precipitation
1.25 in.

Soil moisture adequate.
spring planting well underway.

Land preparation for
Some corn planted

southwest. Small grain, pasture, and cattle fair
condition. Tobacco plants fair condition.
HAWAII: Weather variable and windy. Water-shed Maui and

Waimea, Hawaii received sufficient rains to replenish

reservoirs. Good rains eased drought Kau area Hawaii.
Reservoir water level to irrigate sugarcane low on west
Kauai and Oahu.

Vegetable and banana supplies adequate. Sugar and
pinapple harvesting light. Pasture improving on all
Islands, however heavy supplemental feeding Kau and Kona
continues.

IDAHO: - Temperatures ranged from 70 to 2°0. Temperature
departure 4° above normal. Precipiation ranged from 0.10
to 0.30 in. north and 0.15 in.to near normal southwest ,
with amounts from near norral to 0.20 in.above, south
central and southeast.

Main farm activities: feeding and machinery repairs. Some
moisture but still very dry. Cattle and sheep good
condition. Calving and lambing active.

ILLINOIS: Tearperatures 7 to 10° above normal. Precip-

itation 0.33 in. northern areas, 1.33 in. some extreme
southern areas.

Soil moisture mostly short. Winter wheat and other
small grains mostly fair. Legumes and livestock mostly
fair to good condition. Main farmwork: Caring for
livestock, machinery repair, fertilizing wheat, some
clover sowing.

INDIANA: Warm with weekend precipitation.
Temperatures ranged from 20 to 75°, and averaged
80 above normal. Snow and ice storm in west
central weekend. Ice 0.25 to 0.50 in. Precipita-
tion 0.50 to 1.00 in. south, 1.50 to 2.50 in.
central, 0.30 to 0.50 in. north. Snow cover few
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inches central and north. Soils frozen central Soil moisture adequate. Fieldwork: 3.3 days
and north. suitable. Acreage plowed 34%, 24% 1976, 19% aver-

Thawing soils permitted some moisture penetra- age. Irish potatoes 30% planted, 24% 1976. Win-

tion. Fields mostly too soft to support equipment
limiting the spreading of fertilizer, lime and
manure. Wheat showing first signs of greening up.
Preparations for 1977 crop season underway. Still
some tobacco to be stripped. Major activity:
Caring for livestock and chores.

IOWA: Warm with midweek rainfalls. Above normal
precipitation north and east and near normal else-
where. Warmer than normal temperatures varied from
6 to 89 above northeast to around 12° above south-
west., Temperature to 70° on the 2lst and 22d.

Precipitation eased topsoil moisture shortage
slightly. Farm activity increased with above
normal temperatures. ~Hay and roughage supplies
mostly adequate.

KANASAS: Temperatures 7 to 11° above normal with 40°
northwest and 44 to 46° east and south. Precipitation
spotty «nd mostly light except for 0.25 to over 0.50 in.
south and east central. High winds 23d reached from 45
"to over 70 mph west and produced serious blowing dust
storm southwest and extreame west.

Strong winds casued soil erosion and some damage to
wheat. Fields greening. Moisture supplies short. Live-
stock not greatly affected by winds and dust stoms.
Pasture and range forage generally short with cattle on
lower quality roughage and milo stubble fields.

KENTUCKY: Temperatures near normal averaging in upper

40's to low 50's. Precipitation ranged fram 0.50 in.

to over 2.00 in. with major precipitation falling 23d,.
Farm activities: Care and feeding of livestock.

Heavy feeding necessary but some light grazing resumed

since snow melt and ground thawing. Some plowing in

preparation of spring seeded crops. Weather more favor-

able for tobacco stripping. Burley sales light.

LOUISIANA: Temperatures 3 to 7° above normal.
Extremes: 88 and 28°, Thundershowers with cold
fronts on 22d, 23d and 25th, heaviest east.

Land preparation good progress most areas.
Other farm activity routine chores and equipment
repair. Native pastures starting to green, supple-
mental feeding general.

MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures 4 to 6° above normal.
Highs 50's, lows in 30's. Precipitation less than
1.00 in. except on Eastern Shore where totals were
slightly over 1.00 in.

« Warm, sunny weather enabled fammers to start outside
work. Same field preparation started.

MICHIGAN: Temperatures 20 above normal Upper Penisula and
northwest Lower Peninusla to 9° above normal over south-
east Lower Penisula. Precipitation 1.00 to 1.50 in.
eastern Upper Peninsula and northeast and extreme south-
east Lower Peninsula. Eilsewhere amounts ranged from 0.40
to 1,00 in.

Necessary farm choresand feeding livestock main famm
activities.

MINNESOTA: Tamperatures 7 to 10° above nommal except 5°
above northeast. Extremes: 64 and-20, Precipitation
averaged over 1.00 in, above normal nortiwest and west
central to 0.40 to 0.60 in. above extreme south and 0.20
to 0.50in. above northeast and north central, 0.75 to
1.20 in.west and south to 0.35 to 0.60 in. northeast and
north central. Snow on ground 6 to 12 in. north half to
none or traces extreme south.

MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures near normal.
Extremes: 14 and 85°,

ter wheat and oats in mostly poor condition.
Livestock in poor to fair condition.

MISSOURI: Temperatures 6°-above normal in the east Ozarks
and Bootheel and 8 to 9°above normal elsewhere. Precip-
itation rangedfrom 0.50 in. northwest praire to 1.15 in.
east Ozarks.

Faming activities general livestock care.

MONTANA: Warm temperatures 2 to 180 above normal.
Cooler trend began about midweek. Frequent light
snow showers south, central and west. Precipita-
tion generally below normal except for spotty,
above normal amounts in the southeast, central and
west.

Winter wheat condition fair. Starting to
green south central. Wind damage to date light,
snow cover protection poor. Calving and lambing
continues with losses mostly lighter than average.
Shearing about 10% done, winter ranges fair condi-
tion, grazing generally open.

NEBRASKA: Precipitation general over north central
averaging near 0.33 in. Precipitation fell off to
trace amounts southeast and southwest. Strong

winds midweek caused wind erosion over central and
west.

NEVADA: Rain and snow all areas except extreme
south early week. Weaker front later brought only
light precipitation. Fair weather end of period.
Temperatures 1 to 2° below normal. Extremes: 83
and -99,

Winter grains fair. Calving and lambing
gaining momentum,
NEW ENGLAND: Temperatures near to 10° above
normal. Storm brought 2 to 8 in. snow, followed
by another bringing over 1.00 in, rain to south
and coastal sections. Elsewhere mixture of snow,
freezing rain, sleet and rain fell with a liquid
content of 0.50 to 1.00 in. Snow flurries follow-~

ing storm brought up to 6 in. snow to much of
north.

NEW JERSEY: Temperatures 4 to 7° above normal
averaging 37° north, 43° south and 44° coastal

areas. Extremes: -1 and 69°., Precipitation above
normal, averaging 2.17 in. north, 1.62 in. south
and 1.47 in. coastal sections.

Farmers caring for livestock, repairing
machinery and making spring plans.

NEW MEXICO: Violent damaging winds 22d except
northwest. Considerable soil erosion probably took
place eastern plains.

Soil moisture very short northeast, short
elsewhere., Ranges poor north, fair south., Live-
stock fair. Calving, lambing, shearing continued.
Land preparation, small grain irrigation continued
but hampered by high winds, Dryland wheat poor,
Irrigated wheat and barley fair. Durum wheat fair,

NEW YORK: Low 20's in Adirondacks, 20's and 30's elsewhere.
Moderating temperatures 2 to 9° above normal, Extremes: ~10
and 57°, Precipitation up to 2.50 in. Hudson Valley,
light elsewhere.

NORTH CAROLINA: Cold temperatures but moderating 22d with
warming trend through week. Temperatures 4 to 8° above
normal. Rainfall 24th averaged between 0.50 to 1.00 in.

NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 5 to 15° above normal.
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. ALASKA Y
Environmental Data Service, NOAA

NOTE: ~This chart will be iasued on Tuesday dur-
ing the winter. It is based upon data from regulat
National Weather Bervice and solectsd cooperative
stations.

Shaded portions represent areas covered with
snow; lines indicate depth (n Inches. No attempt la

made to indicate aveas and depths that may exist st
high altitudea in the Rocky Mountains, bayond the
figures shown by reports from regulsr Naticosl
Weather Service and & few epecial cooporative sta-
tions, Dotted line shows limits of last week’s cover.

mted by ealier
cooperative stations,

Based on preliminary telegraphic reports

at delected

Extremes: -5 and 57°. Precipitation ranged from
0.12 in, below normal to 1.33 in. abhove normal.
Heaviest snowfall in east. Snowfall ranged from
none to 11 in,

Farm activities: Caring for livestock.
OHIO: Temperatures above normal. Cooling on 2lst
then warming 22d. Windy and mild with frequent \
periods of showers 23d through 25th, Precipita-
tion 1.00 in. northwest. Colder with a few snow
flurries 27th.

Fall sown grains and grass beginning to turn
green.

OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 4 to 9° above normal.
Precipitation few hundredths inch in Panhandle to
1.50 in. southeast. Severe dust storm 23d; snow up
to 2 in. 25th and 26th.

Wheat mostly fiar to good condition, making
rapid growth where soil moisture is present.
Additional moisture needed, as high winds and warm
days pulled topsoil moisture. Heavy dust on 23d,
but dust origin principally from other areas.

Some blow damage in western Panhandle. Wheat
grazing increased. Near half spring oats and
barley seeded, average for date. Emergence slow.
Topdressing small grains active where moisture is
present. Ground being worked for row crops.

Other activity was fencing, repair work and feed-
ing livestock. Ranged greening some but providing
little grazing. Many thin cattle but feeding
needs down., Feed shortages reported.

OREGON: Frequent storms left measureable rainfall
at all reporting stations. Coastal regions-gener-
ally reported 2.50 in., precipitation in western
valley ranged from 0.53 to 2.80 in. East of the
Cascades rainfall varied between 0.10 and 0.33 in.
with maximum of 0.61 in. Temperatures mild and

ranged from normal to about 4° above normal.

Soil moisture short. Snowpack poor but
higher elevations received up to 36 in. snow
during week. General farm activity slackened due
to rains. Land preparation and fertilization on
schedule. Orchard pruning virtually complete.
Apple market continues strong. Potato planting in
Boardman area. Calving and lambing continue.
Sheep in ryegrass fields in Willamette Valley.
Feeding heavy, supplies remain adequate. Pastures
and ranges need more moisture.

PENNSYLVANIA: Cold beginning, warming trend
through most of week. Temperatures 6 to 120 above
normal. Extremes: -4 and 69°. Storms produced
0.25 in. rainfall southwest to 1.50 in. east .
central. Snow cover melted.

Farmers doing normal winter chores.

PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall 0.28 in. or 0.36 in.
below normal. Temperatures about 77° coasts and
71° interior. Extremes: 91 and 54°.

Sugarcane harvest underway. Coffee trees
blooming some areas but dry weather affecting
development and poor harvest forecast. Tobacco
harvesting and drying active. Rains needed for
normal development of plantings. Pastures drying
and scarce mostly south coastal and western inter-
ior. Rains badly needed, PFarmers preparing soil
for planting. Dry weather limited field opera-
tions such as cultivating and fertilizing.

SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures below normal at
first and above normal for rest of week. Extremes:
18 and 84°. Rainfall near normal.

Activities include: Harvesting greens;
planting late cabbage; preparing land for spring
vegetables and spring crops; treating tobacco
beds; pruning and setting peach trees. Warmer
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weather, rainfall beneficial to pastures and small
grains.

SOUTH DAKOTA: - Heaviest precipitation in months.
East and south benefitted most, with snow depths
ranging from 2 to 10 in. with moisture equivalents
of 0.50 in. to 2.33 in. Warm weather replaced by
colder air latter week. Extremes: 6 and 70°.

Operators planning spring activities consider-
ing extremely dry conditions. Livestock doing well
in favorable winter weather.

TENNESSEE: Warm and windy with scattered showers
and thunderstorms. Precipitation slightly above
1.00 in. Temperatures 10° above normal.

Major activities: Caring of livestock, fenc-
ing, plowing, fertilizing small grains, liming
pastures, sowing tobacco beds. Rains stopped most
activities. Most activities behind schedule.
Small grains in fair condition, pastures late,
cattle fair to good condition.

TEXAS: Dry,mild dominated. Scattered light rain
east. Snow on High Plains. Snow brought near
normal precipitation of 0.25 in. to northwest,
remainder drier than normal. Temperatures several
degrees above normal. Readings generally 2 to 5°
above normal; up to 10° above normal in extreme
northeast.

Dust all of Texas. Winds brought welcome
drying weather to eastern half, but pulled
needed moisture from topsoil in west. Farmers on
High Plains received snow. Wheat fields on plains
plagued by blowing sand at midweek, but weekend
snow offered dryland fields on High Plains some
relief from short moisture. Greenbugs increase in
central third. Control measures underway on
northern Low Plains. Oats improved noticeably.
Nitrogen applied in north and east. Cotton
planting continued on limited scale in south.

Less than 1% planted in Lower Rio Grande Valley.
Sorghum plan{ing began central, south. Less than
1% planted, compared with 8% average. Corn less
than 1% in, lags behind 4% average. Sugarcane

harvesting resumed after lengthy delay due to wet

fields. Movement of cabbage, carrots, lettuce,
broccoli, spinach continued. Cantaloup planting
active. Bell peppers progressing well. Harvest

of grapefruit, valencias increasing as groves dry.
Watermelon planting continues as moisture condi-
tions allow. Sweet corn, potatoes, onions,
cabbage, turnips planted in some areas. Ranges
responded to warm, however, supplemental feeding
still necessary. Hay supplies nearly depleted.
Cattle improved. Lice a problem north and east.

UTAH: Rain and snow; accumulated moisture gener-
ally light but locally modegate in higher moun-
tains. Temperatues 3 to 10 above normal,
Moisture helpful to upper levels of range and
dryland wheat but insufficient to change inter-
mediate zone moisture. Early land preparation

temporarily halted. Marketing of potatoes and
apples from storage nearing completion. Farm
flock lambing continues. Spring calving in pro-
gress. Most ranches hauling water to livestock on
winter ranges.

VIRGINIA:
normal.
in.

Temperatures several degrees above
Extremes: 9 and 83°. Precipitation 0.75
Fieldwork: 2.1 days suitable. Topsoil mois-
ture adequate. Spreading lime, fertilizer, manure.
Feeding, caring for livestock. Most cattle gener-
ally good condition but thin. Fruit tree pruning
active. Farmers topdressing small grain, seeding
pastures, plowing, when conditions permit. Some
spring oats planted. Winter grain and grazing
crops generally poor condition. Hay and roughage
supplies very low. Tobacco plant bed preparation
and seeding underway.

WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures 3° above normal.
Precipitation 0.50 in. above normal coastal area
to 0.30 in. Subnormal elsewhere. Reservoirs and

snow pack increasing.

Lettuce transplanted to cold frames.
ground prepared for seeding.
rations.

Pasture
Livestock on winter

East: Temperatures 6° above normal
Palouse/Blue Mountain area, 3° above normal else-
where. Precipitation 0.10 in. below normal
Okanogan area to 0.30 in. subnormal Palouse/Blue
Mountain area.

Orchardists cleaning and pruning.
development retarded due to rains. Wheat and blue-
grass fields making some growth. Soil dry. Crop
prospects dependent on future rain. Pastures
showing some growth. Hay adequate. Calving con-
tinues. '

Pear

WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal.
Extremes: 79 and 2°. Precipitation below normal.
Minor flooding due to ice jams and snow melt.

Fieldwork: 2.3 days suitable. Soil moisture
mostly adequate. Hay supply short. Livestock in
mostly poor condition. Above normal death losses
in calving continues. Farm activities limited to
feeding and care of livestock.

WISCONSIN: Partly cloudy with temperatures in
30's. High temperatures in 40's and 50's 23d.
Precipitation ranged from 0.50 to 1.50 in. many
areas, the most precipitation of the winter.

Frost depths averaged 30 in., decline of 4 in.
from two weeks earlier. Snow cover averaged 3 in.
decline of 5 in. from two weeks earlier and equal
to previous low for late February in 1966.

WYOMING: Temperatures above normal.
tion mostly below normal.

Moisture conditions dry. Chief activities:
Calving, feeding und some fieldwork. Livestock in
good condition. reed supplies short to adequate.

Precipita-
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OUTLOOK FOR SPRING AVERAGE TEMPERATURES

March through May 1977

/%A///% Above Normal, 60% chance of occurrence

-:-:-:-:-'B:::::::: Below Normal, 60% chance of occurrence

I Indeterminate, 50% chance of Above Normal
50% chance of Below Normal

The two categories Above and Below are to be compared to the long-term
average or ''normal'' temperatures of the years 1941-70. Each category
has a natural climatic frequency or probability of 50%. Each carries a
60% probability of occurring where forecast {shaded area), based on the
verification scores of eighteen years of experimental seasonal predictions.

NOAA National Weather Service
Long Range Prediction Group

February 25, 1977
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World Weather and Crop Update

(February 22-28,

NORTH AMERICA. The past week has seen some slight
improvement in the agricultural scene in the
United States. Significant precipitation fell in
the moisture deficit areas in the Plains States,
the Corn Belt and in the Pacific Coastal States,
Western parts of Nebraska, Kansas, and Oklahoma
where winds have been moving top s0il, did not
receive any moisture during this period while only
token amounts fell on Southern California. Sub-
soil moisture continues to be well below normal
throughout the Corn Belt and the Great Plains.

The snow pack in the Western Mountains also is
well below normal and the lack of irrigation
water, especially in California, is already
requiring a drastic cutback in crop plantings.

SOUTH AMERICA. Moderate to heavy shower activity
occurred over northern and central Argentina,
Uruguay and Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil's southern-—
most state. Heavy precipitation was recorded over
the major part of Argentina's corn belt with the
likelihood of some damage to crops from the heavy
downpours and some local flooding. Localized crop
damage also may have occurred in neighboring
Uruguay and Brazil. Elsewhere in Brazil, the
northern portion of the southern states and all of
the southeastern states were moderately warm and
dry. Some shower activity occurred in the lower
Parana Valley. Precipitation in the northeast was
about normal for this time of the year.

EUROPE. Temperatures, although somewhat cooler
than during the previous week, were still on the
mild side in Western Europe. The mild, wet winter
has been beneficial to winter grains, but it has
been a special blessing to livestock operations in
view of the fodder deficit created by last
summer's drought. Precipitation has been about
normal in the Mediterranean countries except in
Greece, which is well below normal for February,
and the islands of Sicily and Sardinia. In
Eastern Europe, light precipitation fell in East
Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and
northern Yugoslavia, but other areas were dry.
Temperatures have turned to a more seasonal mode,
but pose no threat to winter grains although
practically all of Eastern Europe is devoid of
snow cover.
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USSR. More seasonal temperatures have returned

to European USSR. The previous spell of mild
weather coupled with rain has melted the snow in
some winter grain areas that normally would still
be under snow cover. Only areas adjacent to the
Black Sea would normally be without snow at this
time, but the snow boundary has retreated well to
the north of its customary position. The colder
temperatures are probably welcome to delay the
coming of spring which is getting under way in the
more southerly areas with winter grains and even
fruit trees in some areas coming out of dormancy.
Field work has begun in some areas--southern
Ukraine and North Caucasus--mainly top dressing of
winter grains by airplanes. Asiatic USSR remains
locked in winter with snow retention measures the
only field activity at this time of year.

ASTA. Generous rains, very heavy in some places,
fell over the northeastern (morthwest to southeast)
half of Australia. But elsewhere, precipitation-
was generally sparse with unirrigated crops and
pastures parched by mid-summer temperatures. Pre-
cipitation also was light in the People's Republic
of China, but temperatures throughout the country
have begun to moderate to more seasonal norms in
contrast to the below normal temperatures that
have prevailed most of the winter. Dust storms
have been reported in some winter wheat areas of
North China, but this is not unusual for this time
of year. Light to moderate showers fell over part
of the northern wheat growing regions in Indian,
but the remainder of that country was rainless
during the reporting periods.

AFRICA. Data are incomplete for South Africa.
Available data, however, indicate only light ac-
tivity over the principal agricultual areas with
some scattered showers reported over the central
and southeastern portions of the maize triangle.
In North Africa, Morocco continued to receive
excellent rainfall. The rainfall pattern that has
generously doused Morocco all winter, however, did
not extend into the neighboring Algeria and
Tunisia which were rainless during the reporting
period.




