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HIGHLIGHTS: Showers and thunderstorms produced
moderate to heavy rain from the Texas Panhandle and
southeastern Texas, across Oklahoma, and through the
Mississippi Delta. Showers or steady rain fell
throughout the Southeast and to the mid-Atlantic
States. Moderate to heavy showers covered most of
Florida, furnishing a slight respite from the very
dry conditions. Rain and high wind plagued the
coasts of MWashington and Oregon. Rain in the
valleys and snow at higher elevations covered the
intermountain region to the northern Rockies.
Average temperatures were warmer than normal in the
central and northern Plains--much warmer in the
northern Plains. Most other areas were cooler than
normal. The freezing mark reached into northern
Florida.

SUNDAY...Light showers continued along the eastern
gulf coast, Florida, and the southeastern coast.
Some heavier thundershowers fell over south central
Florida and two tornadoes touched down in the south-
western part of the State. Cooler air pushed
through the eastern Great Lakes and triggered some
early morning snowshowers in the Northeast.

MONDAY...Rainshowers, with snow in the mountains,
fell from central and southern California to Nevada,
Arizona, and southern Utah. A few snowshowers fell
over the New England coast as much colder air pushed
southward along the east coast. Most of the Nation
was without precipitation of any kind.

TUESDAY...Colder air covered the Appalachians and
the east coast States. Freezing temperatures
reached to northern Florida. Widespread rain doused
the southern Plains and spread across Louisiana and
Arkansas. Thunderstorms were heavy from central

1985
Texas across southern Oklahoma. A band of 1light
showers and a few thunderstorms extended along a

line from Kansas to Pennsylvania.

WEDNESDAY...Showers and thunderstorms
the central Plains to the
across the South to
thunderstorms were from
southern Mississippi and
central Oklahoma. A few
Pacific Northwest.

spread from
lower Ohio Valley and
Georgia. The heaviest
southeastern Texas to
northwestward to north
showers spread over the

THURSDAY...Showers and thunderstorms drenched parts
of the Southeast, and the stormy area moved
northward to the Ohio Valley and Virginia. The
moisture was most welcome in southern Florida where
dry weather has been a problem. Rain scattered
along the North Pacific Coast, while rain .in the
lower valleys and snow 1in the mountains was
reported across the intermountain region to the
northern Rockies.

FRIDAY...Cold rain, wet snow, and brisk winds made
problems for 1livestock over the High Plains from
Kansas to North Dakota, while rain pushed through
Nebraska to northern Illinois. Meanwhile, a storm
off the southeastern coast brought rain to the
mid-Atlantic States and 1lighter rain through the
Ohio and Tennessee Valleys and into Pennsylvania.

SATURDAY...Rain continued in the mid-Atlantic
States, the Ohio and Tennessee Valleys. Showers
scattered over the lower Great Lakes region and the
upper Mississippi Valley. Strong thunderstorms
developed over the lower Mississippi Valley and
spread 1into Georgia. Heavy rain and high wind
buffeted the coasts of Washington and Oregon, and
heavy snow began in the high elevations east of the
coast.
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12:30 PM EST
‘ MAR, 21, 1988

RAIN FINALLY COMES TO THE VERY
DRY AREAS IN FLORIDA, AMOUNTING
TO 1 TO 2 INCHES. SHOWERS IN
SOME ISOLATED AREAS MEASURED

AS MUCH AS 4 INCHES. MORE RAIN
1S NEEDED TO REPLENISH GROUND

WATER.

RAIN THROUGH THE SOUTH SLOWED
FIELDWORK BUT BENEFITED PAS-
TURES AND EARLY CROPS.
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March 25, 1985

Last chart of this season,

will resume December 19, 1985.
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AVERAGE TEMPERATURE C°FD
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AVERAGE SOIL TEMPERATURE (4-INCH BARE)

N MARCH 17-23, 1985

- , .Q CORN & SORGHUM

CAN DEVELOP

72\ TENDER FIELD CROPS &
J6°)VEGETABLES CAN DEVELOP

Based on preliminary reports

NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY

REATING DEGREE-DAYS FOR THE WEEK
JREZYT MEPMITIRE FAO BOMAL (19611988

HEATING DEGREE-DAYS ACCUMULATED FROM JULY 1, 1985 :
PERCENT BEPARTORE FRew 19631084 [

EATING DECREE-DAYS ACCUMULATED FROM JULY 1, 1988
FRON MORNAL(1951-1980)
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Weather Data for the Week Ending March 23, 1985

(—
| TEMPERATURE  °F PR RELATIVE | NOMBER OF DAYS
ECIPITATION HOMIDITY [ Tenpery- pRectpi-
STATES TURE F | TATION
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AL BIRMINGHAM 64 42 70 30 53 -2 1.3 -.3 1.1 1.6 31 11.3 76 80 | 34 1] 1 4 1
MOBILE n 48 74 41 59 -2 3.0 1.5 2.7 5.0 104 |16.5 115 81 39 ] o 3 1
MONTGOMERY 70 46 75 32 58 0 .6 -.7 .3 1.5 34 13.9 105 78 | 34 0 1 &4 0
AKX ANCHORAGE 39 24 42 22 31 7 T -.1 T .9 160 2.3 100 91 53 1] 7 1 4]
BARROW -11 -20 -4 1-25 |-16 -1 T -1 T .1 111 .2 40 72 56 0 7 2 4]
FAIRBANKS 39 5 43 |-12 22 12 0 -1 0 .6 178 1.5 115 79 1 41 1] 7 0 0
JUNEAU 40 31 45 27 36 4 T -7 T .3 10 1.2 13 95 50 0 5 0 ]
KODIAK 41 32 49 23 37 3 2.7 1.9 1.0 5.0 159 20.8 118 94 | 62 0 2 6 2
NOME 17 7 22 -1 12 4 T -.1 T 1.5 356 2.6 153 80 | 63 4] 7 1 0
AZ PHOENIX 77 52 81 48 64 3 T -.2 T A 60 1.5 75 65 20 4] 4] 0 0
PRESCOTT 58 32 67 29 45 2 1.2 .8 1.0 1.5 125 4.2 95 84 | 37 V] 5 2 1
TUCSON 73 45 78 44 59 1 T -.1 T 2 33 2.9 145 60 19 0 0 1 4]
YUMA 82 53 a8 50 68 3 o 0 0 T 0 3 38 55 18 ] 0 1] 0
AR FORT SMITH 64 44 72 33 54 2 1.3 W4 .9 3.2 113 |10.4 144 84 | 39 0 0 3 1
LITTLE ROCK 62 47 72 42 54 1 2.6 1.5 1.6 4,2 119 {10.6 96 78 1 52 0 0 3 2
CA BAKERSFIELD 66 44 72 40 55 -3 .2 0 .2 N 52 1.1 41 86 | 41 0 0 1 0
EUREKA 56 41 60 34 49 1 .9 -.2 .8 2.6 66 6.9 43 90 59 0 4] 3 1
FRESNO 64 44 n 38 54 0 .3 0 3 1.3 107 2.4 47 84 47 4] 0 1 0
10S ANGELES 63 48 73 4é 56 -2 .2 -.2 .2 3 25 3.0 47 82 52 V] 4] 1 0
RED BLUFF 66 43 70 40 55 1 4] -.5 0 1.9 102 3.4 35 76 | 40 0 [1] 1] 1]
SACREMENTO 63 42 67 37 53 -1 .1 ~.4 W1 1.0 66 3.3 39 98 { 53 0 0 1 0
SAN DIEGO 67 55 75 51 61 2 T -.3 T .3 23 1.5 31 82 55 0 0 1 0
SAN FRANCISCO 60 45 62 40 53 0 .3 -.3 .2 2.1 100 5.2 53 89 55 o] 0 2 4]
DENVER 57 30 64 25 44 5 T -.3 T .3 38 1.6 80 65 19 0 5 0 0
GRAND JUNCTION 60 33 63 24 47 4 T -.2 T 4 76 1.2 71 64 | 23 0 2 0 0
PUEBLO 63 31 68 24 47 6 0 -.1 4] .3 64 1.2 120 69 16 0 & 0 0
CT BRIDGEPORT 47 29 55 18 38 -1 .1 -.8 0 1.7 59 4.5 49 68 | 33 0 5 2 0
HARTFORD 50 24 63 13 37 -1 T -.9 T 1.7 56 4.2 43 66 22 0 6 1 0
DC WASHINGTON 50 35 69 24 43 -5 1.0 .2 .8 1.3 49 6.4 80 64 35 4] 2 2 1
FL APALACHICOLA 69 49 73 38 59 -3 1.0 .1 1.0 2,2 72 9.5 93 81 46 [4] 0 1 1
DAYTONA BEACH 72 49 85 38 61 -4 1.5 .8 1.2 1.5 64 2.8 36 87 48 0 0 2 1
JACKSONVILLE 70 45 80 32 58 -5 7 -.2 .6 1.4 48 3.9 41 94 | 43 0 1 2 1
KEY WEST 77 68 83 63 73 -2 2.1 1.8 1.5 2.1 210 2.7 57 69 49 (o3 0 3 2
MIAMI 78 62 85 52 70 -2 1.3 .8 .6 1.3 97 1.8 33 78 | 41 0 0 3 1
ORLANDO 73 52 82 41 63 -5 4.1 3.4 4,1 4.6 185 6.8 92 96 49 4] 0 2 1
TALLAHASSEE 73 43 79 31 58 -3 .7 -.5 .6 3.2 74 7.8 56 92 37 0 1 2 1
TAMPA 74 53 79 37 63 ~4 1.7 .9 1.5 1.8 66 5.9 75 89 | 44 o] 0 2 1
WEST PALM BEACH 76 61 86 48 68 -2 3.4 2.9 3.2 3.5 176 4,8 66 86 | 46 0 4] 2 1
GA ATLANTA 60 40 68 33 50 -4 1.0 -.4 .5 1.3 30 10.5 76 74 33 4] 0 2 1
AUGUSTA 63 39 73 26 51 -5 .8 -.3 .6 1.2 32 11.1 94 90 | 39 0 3 2 1
MACON 64 41 70 28 53 -5 .3 -.8 .3 1.1 27 g.0 70 92| 43 0 1 3 0
SAVANNAH 65 44 73 33 54 -5 .6 -.3 .3 1.6 56 3.5 38 84 41 0 0 3 o]
HI HILO 76 64 77 62 70 -2 2,7 -.2 1.4 18.4 182 35.4 107 89 58 0 0 7 2
HONOLULU 81 69 82 67 75 0 .2 -.6 .2 1.1 39 6.1 66 76 | 50 0] 4] 1 0
KAHULUI 77 65 81 62 71 -2 .1 -.5 .1 1.1 47 3.5 35 92 57 0 0 2 0]
LJHUE 78 69 79 67 74 2 .1 -1.0 .1 .3 7 9.2 69 76 57 0 0 3 0
ID BOISE 54 29 60 20 41 -1 b .2 .2 .6 82 1.3 38 81 34 4] 4 3 4]
LEWISTON 56 36 66 31 46 3 3 .1 .2 R 55 1.3 43 72 38 0 1 4 0
POCATELLO 43 23 50 18 33 -3 .1 -1 .1 1.0 138 2.6 96 91 57 0 7 1 4]
1L CHICAGO 47 27 63 18 37 0 .2 -4 .2 2.3 130 7.2 153 87 46 0 5 1 0
MOLINE 55 33 65 26 44 7 .1 -.6 .1 3.5 183 7.2 150 73 37 0 4 2 1]
PEORIA 56 33 68 24 44 6 .1 -6 A 3.3 168 6.9 138 84 42 0 3 1 0
QUINCY 58 36 72 29 47 7 .1 -7 .1 2.2 99 6.4 128 84 | 47 0 2 2 0
ROCKFORD 51 27 64 18 39 4 .5 -.2 .5 2.3 132 5.1 119 85 39 0 5 1 0
SPRINGFIELD 57 36 71 25 46 5 .1 -7 0 2.6 118 6.2 113 79 39 0 2 2 0
IN EVANSVILLE 60 41 71 28 51 5 3 -.6 .2 1.8 54 7.8 83 75| 40 0 1 3 0
FORT WAYNE 52 29 66 20 41 2 .1 -.6 .1 2,0 95 7.6 125 84 40 0 4 3 4]
INDIANAPOLIS 53 33 66 22 43 1 T -.8 T 2,1 79 7.1 92 80| 37 0 3 1 0
SOUTH BEND 50 29 62 16 40 2 .1 -.6 .1 1.7 82 8.6 130 76 36 0 5 1 0
TA DES MOINES 60 33 71 28 47 10 .2 -.3 .2 1.6 105 4.2 117 84 32 0 4 2 0
SIOUX CITY 62 32 73 27 47 12 .2 -2 .2 1.4 111 1.8 64 82 31 1] 3 2 0
WATERLOO ’ 54 30 59 26 42 9 4 -.2 .3 1.9 126 3.7 112 77 39 4] 6 2 0
KS CONCORDIA 60 36 70 29 48 7 .2 -3 .1 .5 35 2.4 86 921 49 0 2 2 0
DODGE CITY 59 34 68 28 46 3 .5 .2 b .5 50 2.8 133 89| 43 0 4 3 0
GOODLAND 60 30 68 25 45 7 T -.3 T .1 9 .8 53 79 21 0 6 1 0
TOPEKA 63 40 72 28 52 9 1.0 .5 .9 2.0 129 4,7 138 87 46 o 1 4 1
WICHITA 60 38 69 28 49 4 .5 0 .3 .9 63 3.2 107 90 51 0 1 3 0
KY BOWLING GREEN 57 38 67 26 48 0 .7 -.5 3 1.9 45 6.2 50 91 47 0 2 3 ]
LEXINGTON 54 36 66 21 45 0 .9 -2 .6 2.8 79 5.8 56 79| 44 0 3 3 1
LOUISVILLE 57 39 69 26 48 2 .6 -.5 R 2.0 56 6.2 61 70 38 o 2 2 0
T.A ALEXANDRIA 69 51 77 40 60 0 1.2 .1 1.2 2.1 54 14.1 101 87 43 0 4] 2 1
BATON ROUGE 70 49 77 40 60 -2 1.7 .7 1.7 3. 93 13.5 105 85| 40 0 Lhi 1 1
LAKE CHARLES 71 51 76 45 61 -1 2.6 1.9 2.6 3.4 149 13.6 131 96 52 0 0 1 1
NEW ORLEANS 69 52 73 42 60 -2 2.9 1.8 2.9 5.8 160 19.8 143 80| 42 [¢] o] 1 1

BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND 1951-80 NORMALS
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Weather Data for the Week Ending March 23, 1985

o RELATIVE | NUMBER OF DAYS
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION MUMIDITY T EWPERA- | PRECIPI=
PERCENT | Ting O | TATION
STATES
’I. . - ] - - =} g 3
. h - =
- — - z- < " - o d
Mo wElw g s gg el "% %‘ = : g ! wElws 283 3
5 w§ £ % >~ | 2 ] A 23] S gS|usi8d]l o o |2 83
sElE_ |6 g 23| % 22| Ju | Tw 3 w|2ZICE| €| 2 (Zg(%¢
STATIONS < |85|Es|Ea| & |¥5 | 52| 35 |53 |EE|cH|2E|cE|Es|E| sl
FIEE|ES|53| 5 | &7 |48 | k2 |82 |55 |b5 |28 | b |E8|28] 2| o |2sRs
SHREVEPORT 67 14 175 |37 |57 | -2 | 29| 2.1 |26 | 3.6 | 13 [10.6 J102 [ o9fs2 ] o] o] 4] 1
ME CARTBOU 0 | o fa |- |20 | =7 T| -is r | 1a| 78 fsa | el | 2(30 o} 7| 2] 0
FORTLAND 45 |21 [s8 |1 f33 | - Tl -9 T |36 |wo|ss ) ss)e|zalol 7] 1] 0
MD BALTIMORE so {33 |67 |18 a1 | -3 ] 10 A a2 sle2| nleajando| 2| 2|1
SALISBURY 53 (33 |70 |22 |43 | -3 2 2| 4| 1s| ss]as | 17 | sjas] ol 4| 2] 0
MA BOSTON 27 |27 |60 18 |37 | -3 o 3l 2 2o seles | s 2y ]o]| s| 1] o
CHATHAM 42 |20 [47 J25 {36 | -2 B sl 3 ter e ]l en -1~ fo] 6] 2] o
MI ALPENA 8 |17 |s2 | 3|2 | -1 Tl - T | 201w fes |1as |aotaz] o] 7| 1] o
DETROIT w |25 |57 | |35 | -2 sl 1] s | ief selen|1s3 es|aa]of s} 1l 1
FLINT w6 20 |57 |1 |35 1 Al 2] 3 | 1s|mjes st a3 ol e 1| o
GRAND RAPIDS 45 |26 [ 56 |16 | 34 0 3] 3] 53| 2z |1s |7 s | sl }ol] s 1| o
HOUGHTON LAKE a |18 |5t | 4] 1 T -l T | Taf1os st |12 Jas|w ol 7} 1} o
LANSING s |23 |58 |1 |33 | 2| -l 2l is| s |es |13 ]ee|la]lo] ] 2] o
MARQUETTE w |13 ] | o2 2 T el 1| 23 e |81 |13 el o 7] 1| o
MUSKEGON as |26 [ 57 J12 |34 0 Wl Sl s so| i |ea |y | st o] s 1| oo
saLr sTE. MaRiE | 36 |13 f a6 | -4 [ 26 | 2 o -5 o | 20w 72| | e3|aa]of 71 of o
M ALEXANDRIA 8 |3 |56 |26 |39 | 13 Tl -3 T | 19 (263 20 126 |o|st o]l el 1] 0
DULUTH a2 |27 |52 fa {3 | w0 al s3] 1l ielo]aa | frfw o] 6] 2] 0
INT'L FALLS 23 |23 50 |12 |33 ] 1 Tl -2 T 6| 7ob1r | n §selw]lo| el 1] o
MINNEAPOLIS st |3 |57 |25 |a | 10 2] 2| 2 25|00 pae )l |2l ol ] 1] o0
ROCHESTER si | {57 |28 fa | 1 30 Y| 3| us )i ] s fe2fzm o] s 1] o
MS GREENWOOD 63 |45 | 72 |33 [ | -2 RN EEW N ol To |77 | sa | es{aw o o] 211
JACKSON 67 |42 | 76 |32 [ss | -3 } 13| -1 | 6 | 10| 45 {135 | 99 L oafjas ] of 1| &} 1
MERIDIAN 20 |as |25 |3 |se | 2 111| 5| &« | ve| 37 |ui| 77 ]9f®fo]ofl 3] o
MO CAPE GIRARDEAU 9 |42 |60 V35 {51 | — sl “e | 4 |20 sa]sr| s fe|sifol| o] «f 0
COLWMBIA 6 |3 |6 |30 |2 6 Gl 3 1 | va| 7992 |l e ol 2| 1| o0
KANSAS CITY 62 {4 |70 |28 |51 8 ] sl o bas| oee 2|30 |esfs o] 3] 0
SAINT LOUIS s laln |31 {5 5 2l “e | 1| 22| o1 ]es |10s ] wl3 ] o] 2] 2] o
SPRINGFIELD 58 |40 | 66 |29 | 29 3 Wl Sl 222 e el fm el ]o] 1] 3] 0
MT BILLINGS 55 |32 |61 |29 | 43 9 Sl Tl 2| s | s 22| 2 | mlas o s 1} oo
s |26 |65 |19 | a0 | 12 1 o | a 21 | 3] 7 e )ol| 7] 1] o
GREAT FALLS 56 |20 162 |20 ja | 10 1 2| a Tl |12 50| |3 ol s| 1] o
HAVRE 52 |26 |65 {20 |39 | 10 | i T al e o | sl o| 6] 1] 0
HELENA 52 |25 |59 |23 | 30 6 ] -2 T 3| ss| 9| 6 | 8|2r] o} 7| 1] o
KALTSPELL w 21 |50 |13 | 3 0 .2 1| .2 Wl sslis| 55 ]l ] o] 7| 2] o
MILES CITY 0 |3 |6 (27 |45 | 13 T -1 T sl 33| s s3]l ]ol| af 1] 0
MISSOULA 52 |28 Le2 |26 | 40 6 al 1l oa 3 w6 |12 @3 ]| ol 7] 1| o
NE GRAND ISLAND 63 |32 |75 |28 |47 | 10 al -2 Bl 7115 sa 7l fo]| s] 1] o
LINCOLN 66 |28 |75 |23 | 46 9 20 -3 2 ol 3| va | 7w Jooln ol s 2] o
NORFOLK 61 {20 |75 |2 |45 | 10 N U 9ol s |13 | 56 |es|%] o] ef 2] 0
NORTH PLATTE 61 |26 |73 {21 | 43 2] -a | 2 Wl s |ii )l es ezl ol 7] 1] o
OMAHA 63 |3 | 7% |29 | | 13 2 3] 2 8] ss|19] 6 P 7l fJo} 1] 2} o
SCOTTSBLUFF 61 {25 |65 20 |43 7 T| -2 T W) 57|12 e |e2fisf ol 7] of o
VALENTINE 61 |27 |68 |16 | 4a | 12 al -1 oa 3l 57| o9 e |w|l2s|o| s} 1] 0
W ELY 52 [23 [so |14 |38 4 a] a4 o ss)is | n || o 7] 2] o
LAS VEGAS 72 |4 [ 78 |39 |58 2 T| -a T Gl 5] 3| a]se|lw] o) o] of o
RENO 59 |20 |65 |21 | 24 3 3 1.3 eluwolie]| 7l ot el 1] o
WINNEMUCCA 58 |27 |65 [15 | 43 3 T| -1 T % | 1o s feafa o] s] ol o
NH CONCORD 8 |19 [s9 |7 |3 0 T| -7 | 2| lsa| Bl nalan]loel|l 7] of o
NJ ATLANTIC CITY st tso|n {1 fa | -2 20 2| 2|t &3 ]se | s7 | s3] o] s 2] o
MM ALBUQUERQUE 59 |33 |63 |25 ja6 | -1 al | 7l |17 | P e2]laslo] 1] 2] o
CLOVIS 57 1% |66 |31 |46 | -2 | 23| 201 {13 | 203 | 502 38 {253 § i3z o} 2| 2 2
ROSVELL 65 [3% [ 7 |3 [0 | -3 6 6] .3 7|38 1o | lesl{a] ol 2t 2f o
NY ALBANY a7 |21 |58 |10 | 3% | -2 T| -7 T {29 o s | A w]ls o 7] 0] o
BINGHAMTON 2 |19 |5 [io|n | -2 al Ze | x| 26|12 ]s2| wfein] o] e 2] o
BUFFALO 23 |25 {1032 -2 A Ze | 1y zi| |97 | ]| ] ol 6] 2] 0
NEW YORK 9 (31 |61 |23 jaw | 3 s s w1 ose|as| | s o]| 4 21 o
ROCHESTER 23 |2 | s |11 |32 | -3 Al 5] ] 1e| et | s || o s| 1] o
SYRACUSE |2 |53 w3 | =2 | -3 1| 16| 60 [se | 7a ] wlnm)ol 7] 1] o
NC ASHEVILLE sa |3 |67 |2t |42 | -6 ol 6| 6| 16 |8a| 77 ey ol a| 3} o
CHARLOTTE 58 {3 [69 |25 tas | -6 6] -6 6] 15)os| e | 7] o 3] 2] o
GREENSBORO 6 |32 |n |21 |a | -5 6l -3 | s 6| 20|87 ) 8 |l ]lof 3] 2] o
HATTERAS 57 |ae [63 |35 [s0 | -2 | 10 St e 2| 7 |iz2 w3 Jesiss o) of 2] 2
NEW BERN 0 |4 |72 [33 51| -3 ] 23 s l1e | 27| 9wz | e | nla} o] o] 3] 2
RALEIGH 57 |3 |7 |21 |46 | -5 6| -3 ] . 6| 20f98|wo | mlazlol 1] 3] o
WILMINGTON 6w |n [ ]3| 2|12 3 9| 16| 3|87 | es e |ol 1| 3]
ND BISMARCK sa 125 |61 |16 |39 | 12 | -2 T Wl s | 7 so ]2l o] 6] of o
FARGO 0 |3 |6 |23 |a | 15 2 ol .2 | 10f{w|1a| 9 ]e|st]ol s] 1] o
GRAND FORKS st |33 |59 |25 )42 | 18 2 o | 6| 1e j1a| 2 bes|sr) ol 3] 2] o
WILLISTON s¢ )6 |23 a1 | 1 | -a T a2 5o s3] ol sl 1] o
OH AKRON-CANTON B |2 | [15 )3 | -2 al - o | 1s| 62 47 ] s | w]aw | o 6| &l o
CINCINNATI s |36 |67 |22 | a5 2 ] 6| 2| 22| slea] | 3fwlf o] 3| 31 0
CLEVELAND w6 |25 |9 |20 {3 | -3 Bl el 2l sl es]eo| 88| ejaz] o] 6] 3] o
COLUMBUS 0 120 63 |19 {39 | -2 2 Tl 1| 19| s2|ss | e | a3 o] s s} o

BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND 1951-80 NORMALS
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Weather Data for the Week Ending March 23, 1988
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HEATING DEGREE DAY DATA WEEKLY SUMMARY LAST DATE OF DATA COLLECTION PERIOD IS 3-23-1985
CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER-NMC-NWS=NOAA ACCUMULATIONS ARE FROM JULY 1

ASSESSMENT AND INFORMATION SERVICES CENTER-NESDIS-NOAA ®8 . NORMAL LESS THAN 100 OR RATIO INCALCULABLE
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National Agricultural Summary

March 18 to 24,

HIGHLIGHTS: Warmer-than-normal temperature and
moisture continued promoting growth of small grains

and other crops over most of the Nation. Wetness
prevented farmers from preparing land for spring
planting in much of the Corn Belt and Plain
States. About 4.5 days were available for

fieldwork 1in the Southeast, but precipitation

towards the end of the week curtailed field
activites. Soil moisture was adequate in most
areas, except the southeastern Atlantic Coast
States where moisture was still short, despite
additional precipitation.

Winter wheat was mostly good to fair. Wheat

and other small grains continued responding to warm

temperatures and moisture. Wheat development
ranged from greening 1in Montana, jointing in the
Central Plains, to heading in Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Arizona. Corn planting progressed
rapidly in the Southeast; ahead of normal in each
State except Texas and Alabama. Planting ranged
from just starting in Virginia to more than
50-percent completed in Georgia. Texas farmers

planted 24 percent of their sorghum,
points behind normal. Some Texas
be planted if wetness continues.

off to a slow start

19 percentage

sorghum may not
Rice planting got
in Louisiana with 10-percent

seeded, about 3 percentage points behind normal.
Planting had not begun in Texas. Cotton planting
advanced slowly in Texas, progressed rapidly in
Arizona, began in California. Tobacco beds were
prepared in Kentucky. Transplanting continued in
Georgia and Florida. Peach trees continued
blooming in the southeast from Texas to Virginia.

Most of the peaches in Virginia are expected to be
lost to the extremely cold winter. Livestock were
mostly good. Hay became short in some areas as a
result of earlier heavy supplemental feeding.

SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat was

air. entiful moisture and warmth advanced
growth and development, which ranged from greening
in Montana, jointing in the Central Plains and Corn

mostly good to

Belt, to heading in Louisiana, Mississippi, and
Arizona

Texas wheat was mostly good to excellent.
Although rust caused 1light to moderate problems
across the State, Texas wheat improved with
additional moisture. Producers applied disease and
weed controls as weather permitted. Wheat

approached late boot stage in the Blacklands.

Kansas wheat continued good to excellent growth
across the State. Spring-like temperatures and
adequate moisture helped wheat begin tillering.
The effect of disease began showing in some stands,
but overall damage is 1ight. 0at and barley
seeding reached 65 and 60 percent completion,
respectively. Wet soil hampered seeding in the
southeast and central areas.

Montana's winter wheat, which began greening,
was fair to good. wind damage was 1light to
moderate. Nebraska's wheat was mostly good.

Oklahoma's wheat was fair to good but growth was
uneven--sunshine is needed for maximum crop
development. About 25 percent of the wheat in
Oklahoma jointed, in line with normal progress.
Wheat, barley, and oats grew rapidly in California
and Arizona. Arizona's crops reached 85-percent
jointed, and 10-percent headed.

OTHER CROPS:
Virginia, with
Planting was
Southeastern
normal in Texas.
planted, 47 percent 1in

Corn was planted northward into
a few fields planted in Arkansas.
ahead of normal progress in most
States, but continued to lag behind
Over half of Georgia's corn was
Louisiana, 26 percent in
Mississipi. Texas producers seeded 33 percent of
their corn, 3 percentage points behind normal.
Wetness continued delaying planting in most areas.

1985

Sorghum planting in Texas was
behind normal the 43-percent normal progress, with
only 24-percent seeded. If wetness continues, some
sorghum may not be planted in Texas.

considerably

Rice seeding was confined to Louisiana where
planting reached 10-percent completion, of which
about one-third emerged. Texas growers have not

yet planted rice. Normally 14 percent is seeded.
Cotton planting progressed ahead of normal in

Arizonia, but lagged behind in Texas. Texas
growers in the Rio Grande Valley made good
progress, but most areas were too wet to plant.
Planting in Central Texas wil] begin when soils

dry. Cotton
California.

Tobacco transplanting continued in Georgia and
Florida; seedbeds were prepared in Kentucky.
Peanuts were seeded in Mississippi.

FRUIT AND NUTS:
as Virginia. In

seeding was just beginning in

Peach trees bloomed as far north
Georgia, about 75 percent have

bloomed. Frost nipped trees, but damage has yet to
be determined. Most of the peaches in Virginia are
probably lost to the extremely c¢old winter.

Florida citrus groves are virtually fully bloomed.
Some freeze-damaged trees had no blooms but had new
growth. Early-mid orange harvest was completed.
Picking of freeze-damage Valencias continued. Rain
finally alleviated drought.

California growers
orchards and vineyards. Cherries and prunes were
in full production, apples and pears started
blooming, and the citrus harvest actively continued
Valencia harvest increased in Arizona. Grapefruit,
lemons, and tangerines were packed as market
conditions allowed.

Texas peaches continued blooming in
areas. Growers sprayed to control disease
Backlands and eastern Texas areas. Pecan
were showing buds as far north as the Low
Most trees were in good condition from earlier
moisture. Texas citrus began showing signs of
resurgence from the 1983 freeze. New citrus trees
made good growth and older trees continued blooming.

applied fungicides to

most
in the
trees
Plains.

VEGETABLES: Rain throughout most of Florida's
vegetable area helped alleviate dryness. Light

frost damaged tender vegetables in the West Central

and North Central areas, but most plants should
survive frost burns; some replanting will be
necessary. Vegetable shipments gained 3 percent
from last week, Snap beans, cauliflowers,
cucumbers, eggplants, okra, peppers, and squash
registered significant gains. Cabbage, Chinese
cabbage, escarole, lettuce, and tomatoes movement

declined from last week.

Moisture hampered harvesting in Texas but aided
growth and development. Light supplies of carrots,
cabbage, and broccoli were available from the Rio
Grande Valley. Onion harvest began, but was slowed
by wetness. Land was prepared and spring vegetables
were planted in most areas as weather premitted.
Potato and onion planting continued in the High
Plains.

Cool weather held back the California asparagus
harvest in the Delta. Asparagus harvest in the
desert decreased. Broccoli supplies were fairly
1ight from the Central Coast, and harvest from the
San Joaquin Valley and the south coast should
increase in the coming weeks. Planting of
cantaloups and melons was completed in the desert,
but active in the San Joaquin Valley. Strawberry
harvest increased.

Heavy volumes of carrots and green onions moved
from Arizonia's Central Valley. Romaine, Leaf, and
Boston lettuce was cut in Yuma County. Cantaloup
and watermelon planting was nearly completed.

(continued to back cover)
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ALABAMA: Rainfall 0.43 to 2.95 in. fungicides. Cherries, prunes in full
Temperatures averaged near to slightly below production; apples, pears starting to bloom.
normal. San Joaquin Valley vineyards showed substantial
Fieldwork: 4.8 days. Soil moisture leaf development in many varieties. Weed
adequate. Plowing 53% complete. Activities: control measures performed, brush cleanup.
Care of livestock and poultry; pruning and Citrus harvest continued active pace. Good
spraying fruit trees; planting of corn and demand, fruit quality. Olive pruning
vegetables; soil testing, applying nitrogen to continued. Walnut pruning nearing completion.

wheat. Stored feed short.
short to adequate. Fieldwork on schedule. Corn
planted 28%, 39% 1984. Conditions: Pastures
fair, livestock mostly fair to good, wheat fair
to good.

Pasture feed mostly

ARIZONA: Cold storm system moved across State

18th, 19th. Precipitation chiefy confined to
Central Basins northward. Moisture amounts

mostly 0.10 to 0.50 in. Snow level reached down

to 5,000 ft. with 1 to 3 in. new snow.
Remainder of State received very little or no
moisture. Mostly sunny skies, warmer
temperatures prevailed last half of week.
Average temperatures varied from 10 below

seasonal normal to 30 above.

Wheat, barley made good progress; 85%
jointing, 10% headed. Cotton seedbeds prepared
on 80% of acreage, seeding 10% complete.
Preplant irrigation active, some herbicide

applications on prepared.beds. First cutting of
alfalfa will be light some fields as a result of
weevil infestations. Some growers sprayed; many
hoping the first cutting will take care of
weevil problems. Harvest activity light. Most

sheep moved off alfalfa. Lettuce harvest
active, heavy volumes moved. Cutting peak
volumes Parker area. Shipments in central
district expected to increase as growers begin
spring crop. Mixed vegetable harvest active.
Heavy volumes of carrots, green onions in
Central Valley. Romaine, Leaf, Boston lettuce
cut in Yuma. Potato planting complete. Peaches
in full bloom. Cantaloup, watermelon planting
nearly finished. Valencia orange harvest
active. Grapefruit, lemons, tangerines packed

as market conditions allowed.

ARKANSAS: Near normal temperatures. All areas
received rainfall; some heavy amounts in central
section, across south. Temperatures ranged 3°
below normal to 39 above normal. Lowest
270; highest 790, Precipitation from 0.66
in. to 3.87 in.
Soil moisture
excessive.
planted in
progress with
booting.

range from adequate to
Land preparation active. Some corn
southwest. Wheat making good
growth of several inches some
Pasture, cattle condition good.

CALIFORNIA:
spring

Weather during period typical early
variety. Temperatures near seasonal
normals throughout State with wonly a few
locations registering departures from normal
greater than 30. Precipitation amounts 1light,
scattered throughout State with central coast,
San Joaquin stations receiving greater amounts
of rainfall.

Wheat, barley, oats favorable growing
conditions. Green chopping continued.
Preparing fields for spring planting. Some

cotton and corn fields planted. Cultivating of

sugarbeet, tomato fields. Burning rice
stubble. Generally favorable weather aided crop
growth, development. Some precipitation;
growers treated orchards, vineyards with

Artichokes fairly heavy supply. Asparagus held
back by cool weather Delta; harvest decreasing

desert. Broccoli fairly 1light supply central
coast; 1light harvest San Joaquin Valley, south
coast. Planting cantaloup, mixed melons
complete desert; active San Joagquin Valley.
Carrot harvest active desert. Cauliflower
fairly 1light supply. Lettuce harvest active
Palo Verde Valley. Strawberry harvest
increasing. Opening hot «caps early market
tomato fields San Joaquin Valley. Planting

processing tomatoes

Sacremento, northern San
Joaquin Valley.

] Ranges, pastures benefited from
recent rains however, conditions some areas

rated poor. Calving continued full swing
northern districts. Movement bee colonies from
almond orchards continued.

COLORADO: Few snow showers at higher elevations
early week with other locations reporting little
or no precipitation. Temperatures above normal.

Winter wheat in good condition with about 12%
being pastured. Seeding of small grains gaining
momentum with 5.0 days suitable for fieldwork.
Livestock, ranges 1in good condition. Calving
41% completed, about a third new lambs born.
FLORIDA: Few 1light showers on east coast on
18th. Widespread rain, thunderstorms, 21st,
22nd with rainfall of 1.00 to 2.00 in.; few
amounts of 2.00 to 3.00 in. central areas, along
lower east coast. Tornado devastated sections
of Venice. Frost north, scattered frost central
morning of 19th; patchy frost morning of 20th,
north.

Soil moisture improved with recent rainfall.
More rain needed for adequate soil moisture.
Corn planting continued, early plantings up to
good stands. Tobacco transplanting active, some
replanting necessary due to frost. Land
preparation continued for soybeans, sorghum. -
Sugarcane harvest winding down with most mills
closed. Small grain responding to rainfall.
Early week frost browned new growth on pastures
through south central areas. Rain late week
beneficial. Pastures mostly poor to fair,
Cattle mostly fair. Rains on 21th all areas of
citrus belt. Irrigation discontinued. Fulil
bloom over; some freeze-damaged trees had no
bloom, only new growth. Early mid harvest
complete. Picking of freeze damaged Valencias
continued. Much needed rain fell most vegetable
areas during week. Light frost early week, some
damage to tender crops west central, north
central areas. Some replanting will be
necessary, but most plants should survive frost

burn. Over-all shipments gained 3% from
previous week. Crops registering significant
gains: Snap beans, cauliflower, cucumbers,
eggplant, okra, pepers, squash. Crops remaining
steady: Carrots, celery, 1lettuce, radishes,
potatoes, strawberries. Declining in movement
cabbage, Chiness cabbage, escarole, Tlettuce,
tomatoes. Increasing supplies sweet corn
expected next several weeks. Early cutting
watermelons expected April 10th. Good volume

expected most crops during April.
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GEORGIA: Temperatures averaged 50 below
normal. Extremes: 160 at Blairsville; 770
at several stations. Freezing temperatures

nearly statewide on 19th.
to 1.50 in. north, west
less elsewhere.

Soil moisture 3%
short, 3% very

Rainfall totaled 1.00
central; 0.50 in. or

surplus, 50%

adequate, 44%
short. Days

suitable for

fieldwork: 4.7. Main activities; Land
preparation, planting corn and watermelons,
setting tobacco, orchard spraying. Corn 52%

planted, 33% 1last year, 38% average; condition
10% excellent, 65% good, 21% fair, 4% poor.
Tobacco transplanted 18%, 8% 1last year, 21%
average; condition 8% excellent, 69% good, 23%
fair. Watermelons 71% planted, 34% last year,
36% average; condition 81% good, 14% fair, 5%
poor. Wheat 72% jointing, 54% last year; 17%
reached boot, 12% last year; condition 7%
excellent, 62% good, 28% fair. Rye condition 4%

excellent, 67% good, 27% fair. Other small
grains 5% excellent, 53% good, 30% fair, 11%
poor. Peaches 73% bloomed, 95% Tlast year;

condition 30% good, 38% fair, 19% poor, 13% very
poor; additional frost damage occurred. Apples
2% bloomed; condition 8% excellent, 60% good,
2449 fair, 8% poor. Pasture condition 3%
excellent, 56% good, 38% fair, 3% poor. Cattle
4% excellent, 62% good, 333 fair. Hogs 6%
excellent, 75% good, 19% fair.

HAWAIL: Variable cloudiness,
showers, strong gusty winds
make only fair progess during weed. High
pressure area north of islands continued to
generate strong gusty trades which bruised crops
in exposed areas, blew showers onshore. Showers
for most part of lesser jntensity than previous
week and did not slow farm

light to moderate
allowed crops to

activity. Daytime temperatures hovered near
normal during the week while evening
temperatures generally above normal. Spraying
heavy on many cCrops to prevent and combat

disease and insect outbreaks. Chinese cabbage
production will continue heavy with some of crop
destined for Mainland. Head cabbage output will
also be heavy and steady. Head lettuce supplies

projected to fincrease slightly next week.
Banana production will continue

light with recent weather conditions being
generally unfavorable towards fruit
development. Papaya production will remain
below level of a year ago.

IDAHO: Warming trend reversed late in week.
Pacific storm systems moved into State. Fair
skies and dry weather gave way to cloudiness,

precipitation, and gusty winds.
temperatures near to slightly above normal;
dropped below normal end of week. Northern
precipitation of 0.25 to 0.50 in. Light
precipitation elsewhere.

Snow melt, warmer
cultivation and

Early week

weather allowed limited
seeding in northern,
southwestern counties. Deep snow on some
fields; wet, sloppy conditions beneath.
Northern winter wheat good. Sugarbeet and grain
seedings, fruit spraying in one southwestern
county. Short hay supply in north; adequate
elsewhere. Calving good; nearly complete in
some areas.

ILLINOIS: Mean temperature normal to 30 above
normal. Precipitation 0.30 to 0.55 in. north,
0.11 in. central, 0.30 to 0.60 in. south.

INDIANA: Temperatures averaged above normal.
Average highs upper 40's north to mid and upper

50's south. Lows averaged low 30's north to mid
40's south. Lowest temperatures in 20's
central, north; 30's south. Precipitation

KENTUCKY:
LILARL1. RS

light. Totals from 0.10 in. northeast to 1.00
in. southeast.

Some drying of soils brought on a flurry of

outside activities dincluding finishing harvest
on remaining fields of corn and soybeans,
spreading lime, fertilizer and manure, limited
tilling, sowing oats and pasture, hauling grain,
finishing pruning operations, caring for
livestock and usual chores.

I0WA: Mild, dry week followed by 1light rain,

SNOW; cooler temperatures at week's end.
Temperatures averaged 7 to 100 above normal.
Precipitation below normal statewide.

Farmers have begun spring planting soil
preparation in southern most part of State.
Small amounts of oats being sown. Livestock
trading slow last week. Demand moderate towards

end of week. Seller resistance stiffened
forcing some packers to curtail livestock
slaughter.

KANSAS: Precipitation averaged less than 0.10
Tn. north, west central; 0.25 to 0.50 in.
southeast half. Temperatures averaged 389

northwest, 43 to 460 east and
above normal south central
northeast.

Wheat continued good to
across State. Spring temperatures,
moisture helped wheat stands
begin upright growth. Grazing rapid
improvement, increasing number 1livestock moved
to wheat pasture. Disease-affected stands
apparent, but over-all effect light. Fighting
weeds, applying fertilizer major field
activities. Oat, barley seeding progress
reached 65 and 60% completion, respectively.
Wet fields hamper seeding operations southeast,
east central areas. Average 4.5 days suitable
for fieldwork. Calving excellent progress as
milder, drier weather eased problems associated
with muddy pastures and calving lots. Range,
pasture condition good to excellent; rapid
growth provide better than average grazing.

south, 40
to 99 above normal

excellent growth
adequate
start tillering,

Temperatures varied, coolest morning
readings in teens, 20's. Rapid warming brought
warmest day midweek with readings near 700,
Cooler second half resulted in near or slightly
below normal temperatures. Temperatures
averaged near normal with highs in 50's and lows
in 30's. Precipitation varied with a showery
weather pattern. Amounts ranged from 0.50 in.
to 1.50 in. statewide. Rainfall averaged 0.25
in. below normal.

field activity increasing as soils dry enough

to support machinery. Tobacco beds being
prepared, seeded. Some corn ground being
prepared. Pasture grasses, fall seeded grains

beginning to make spring growth.
generally satisfactory
respiratory problems.

Livestock in
condition, some

LOUISIANA: Rainfall amounts ranged from 0.45 to
1.89 1in. Avarage temperatures ranged from

normal to 30 below
800,

Soil moisture adequate to surplus;
west-central, southwest; surplus
Days suitable for fieldwork: 3.2. Activities
included spring plowing, fertilizing wheat and
pastures, planting corn and rice, completing
sugarcane off-barring and shaving. Spring
plowing 42% 1985, 28% 1984, 40% average. Corn
planted 47% 1985, 31% 1984, 32% average. Corn
emerged 13% 1985, 13% 1984, 10% average; fair to
good condition. Rice planted 10% 1985, 10%
1984, 13% average. Rice emerged 3% 1985, 6%
1984 and average. Winter wheat headed 6% 1985,
12% 1984, 5% average; rated fair to good.

normal. Low 350; high

except
southeast.
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Pastures, livestock, vegetables rated fair to NEBRASKA: Temperatures averaged 100 above
good. Sugarcane rated fair. normat except for 60 above normal over

MARYLAND AND DELAWARE:

Maryland: Weather for
week cool dry.

Temperatures averaged 1 to 90
below normal. Highs varied from low 40's to low
70's. Minimum temperatures ranged from
mid-teens to low 30's. Precipitation mostly
below normal, ranging from 0 to 0.53 in. with
most rain in south.

Farmers topdresing winter grains, pastures;
plowing; trimming fruit trees; planting field
peas, tobacco.

Delaware: Weather for week cool, dry.
Temperatures averaged 1 to 30 pelow normal.
High varied from Jlow to high 60's. Minimum

temperatures ranged from high teens to low
20's. Precipitation below normal, ranging from
0.03 to 0.70 in.

Farmers top-dressing winter grains, pastures;

plowing; trimming fruit trees; planting field
peas, tobacco.
MICHIGAN: Temperatures average 10 above

normal. Precipitation light across State.
Excellent maple syrup gquality resulting from

cold nights, warm days. Fruit buds in good
condition. Pruning, burning brush, grape vine
tying underway. Bright sunshine, wind helped

dry fields. Heavy frost kept ground firm enough
to spead fertilizer, sow grass seed. Sugarbeet
growers contracting for 85 crop dry weather
improved conditions for calving, lambing.
Cattle out in dry Jlots; looking good. Feed
supplies adequate.

MINNESOTA: Sunny warm ended with a cool, wet
weekend. Temperatures averaged 9 to 179 above

normal. Low 120; high 620, Precipitation
averaged near normal northwest, 0.09 to 0.35
in. below normal elsewhere. Snow depth at weeks
end averaged 6 in. north central, 3 in
northeast, none eleswhere.

MISSISSIPPI: Average temperatures 2° below
normal. Extremes: 250; 800, Greatest
24-hour rainfall 3.46 in.

Soil moisture adequate. Fieldwork: 3.9 days
suitable, 2.7 1984, 2.5 average. Main

activities: Land preparation, fertilizing.
Wheat condition fair to good; 68% jointing, 27%
1984, 31% average; 1% heading, none 1984. Corn
26% planted, 13% 1984, 15% average; 6% emerged.
Watermelons 13% planted, 8% 1984, 16% average.
Peanut, sweet potato planting Jjust starting,
both less than 1%. Hay supplies adeguate to
short. Feed grain supplies adequate. Pasture
fair. Livestock fair to good.

MISSOURT: Temperatures averaged 50 above
normal. Precipitation generally less than 0.25
in. over northern third, less than 0.50 in. over
central third, just over 0.50 in. over southern
third.
Farm activities

some early tillage.
general progress.

include fertilizing wheat,
Wet ground still hindering

MONTANA: Temperatures continued very mwild;
ranged from around 50 above normal in west,
southwest to more than 100 above normal in
east. Nearly all areas received some

precipitation; heaviest falling in parched north
central area. Some of north central received
0.50 in. or so while rest of State received from
less than 0.10 in. to 0.25 in.

Winter wheat fair to good condition. Wind
damage light to moderate. Crop starting to
green. Hay, roughage feed supplies mostly shgrt
to adequate. Calving, lambing progressing
normally. Death losses mostly less than normal.

Panhandle. Precipitation averaged less than
0.10 in. over Panhandle, 0.20 in. remainder of
State.

Winter wheat in mostly good condition. Mild
winter favorable for livestock. Calving season
well underway.

NEVADA: Widespread
early in period.
brought some

precipitation all areas
Cold front midweek northeast
spotty rain, snow. Rest of week

mostly dry under influence of high pressure
system. Western areas received greatest amounts
precipitation while extreme south least.
Temperatueres averaged 2 to 30 above normal
all areas. Extremes: 490, 820,

Dry weather aided seedbed preparation south,
delayed by inclement weather elsewhere. Cattle

mostly good condition.

NEW ENGLAND: Average precipitation ranged from

32 trace to 0.25 in. across entire region.
Average temperatures ranged from 200 near
Canadian border to upper 309's along south
coast. Temperatures slighly below normal for

this time of year.
Maple producers collecting sap and boiling it

into maple syrup 1in sugarhouses throughout
region.

NEW JERSEY: Temperatures much below normal,
averaging 350 north, 390 south, 410

coastal. Extremes: 100; 719, Precipitation
below normal north, south; near normal coastal;
averaging 0.28 in. north, 0.55 in. south, 0.74
in. coastal. Heaviest 24-hour total 0.64 in on
22nd to 23rd.

Fieldwork: Cool temperatures
new growth on winter wheat. Dry weather allowed
fieldwork to progress normally in contrast to
wet springs experienced last year, year before.

prevented much

NEW MEXICO: Average temperatures near or
sTightly above normal. Minimum temperature:
90 northern mountains. Maximum temperature:
820 southeastern Plains. Pacific storm
crossed State early week causing some heavy
showers. Precipitation ranged from 0.00 to 3.13
in.; heaviest precipitation in eastern central
Plains.

Soil moisture short to surplus, generally
adequate. Alfalfa hay fair to good. Barley
good to excellent-grazing decreased to 30%.

Irrigated wheat good to excellent. Dryland
wheat generally good-grazing decreased to 40%.
Chile good-planting continued. Onions, lettuce
good-weeding and thinning throughout week.
Cattle, sheep fair to good. Range fair to good,
mostly fair.

NEW YORK: Weather for week very cool, dry.
Temperatures averaged 5 to 100 below normal.
Very cool on several nights. Readings well

below zero in Adirondacks on 19th, zero or a
1ittle lower again on 22nd. High temperatures
reached low 60's in parts of Hudson Valley, Long
Island on 20th. Precipitation averaged 0.30 to
0.40 in. parts of southern tier, southeast on
23rd. Outside of that, precipitation Timited to
scattered light rain or snow early week with
amounts generally 0.10 or less.

Farming activities for week included tending
livestock, preparing tax records, planning for
spring plantings, routine farm chores. Orchard
growers continued pruning trees, fertilizing.

NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures
79 below normal across State.
ranged from 0.38 in. to 2.58 in.,
east.

averaged 3 to
Precipitation
heaviest in
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Soil moisture: 8% very short, 48% short, 42%
adequate, 2% surplus. Days suitable for
fieldwork: 5.5. Condition: Pasture 14% poor,
42% fair, 42% good, 2% excellent. Wheat 23%
fair, 72% good, 5% excellent. Oats 6% poor, 31%
fair, 61% good, 2% excellent. Barley 6% poor,
27% fair, 65% good, 2% excellent. Rye 33% fair,
65% good, 2% excellent. Tobacco beds 2% poor,
39% fair, 55% good, 4% excellent. Farm feed
supplies: Hay, roughage 97% adequate, 3%
surplus. Feed grains 97% adequate, 3% surplus.
Major farm activities: Plowing, disking,
liming, fertilizing, tobacco plant bed
maintenance, tending livestock, planting
potatoes and gardens; some corn planted.

NORTH DAKQTA: Week started warm, dry; ended
with Tight rain, snow and cooler temperatures
across State. Average temperatures continued
above normal. Northwest district had greatest

departure from normal, 16° above normal, while
southwest and south central districts lowest at
120 above normal. Low 120, high 670,
Precipitation below normal ranging from zero in
south central division to 0.06 in. in northwest,
north central districts. Bottineau received
0.18 in. one of four stations reporting more
than 0.10 in.

Warmer weather a

pleasant surprise as
livestock producers

continued to work through
calving, lambing season. Soil moisture,
temperatures being watched in anticipation of
planting season.

OHIO: Temperatures averaged above normal.
Temperature extremes wide, with lows into teens,
highs in sixties. Precipitation widespread,
averaged 0.25 to 0.33 in.

Agricultural activities include:
plowing, topdressing wheat and
planting, pruning and spraying
setting cabbage plants in southeast.

Spring
pastures, oat
fruit trees,

OKLAHOMA: above

Temperatures averaged 49
norma Panhandle to normal west central,
central, southwest, south central. Precipi-
tation averaged 0.91 in. northeast to 2.26 in.
southeast.

Intermittent showers
topdressing, row crop planting.
for maximum crop development. Many wheat fields
making wuneven growth. Heavy rains severely
eroded some south central row crop fields.
Livestock marketings increased despite lower
prices. Wheat, good; pasture fair; 1livestock
good to fair condition. Wheat jointing: 25%;
15% 1984; 25% average.

stopped wheat
Sunshine needed

QREGON: Near normal temperatures.
Precipitation along coast and Williamatte Valley
ranged from 0.30 in. to 1.00 in. Up to 0.10 in.
of precipitation fell in northcentral and
northeastern areas, southern portions of State
reported traces of precipitation.

Soil moisture supplies adequate in west; short
to adeguate in east. Winter wheat in good
condition; growth smaller than normal due to dry
weather but plants healthy with no weed or
disease problems. Some dormant sprays being
applied to fruit trees. Blossom sprays going on
peaches. Still some pruning fertilizer being
applied. Past week's rains were needed. Potato
seeding continued 1in Hermiston-Boardman area.
Livestock 1in mostly good condition. Calving
about done. Hay feeding continued at high
elevations in east; other areas pasture growth
very slow with continued cold.

PENNSYLVANIA: Week began on a cool note;
warmed up during middle of week. Precipitation

light, only a trace of snow at beginning of
week, significant precipitation at end of week.
Average temperature 359, 59 below normal of
400,  Average precipitation 0.65 in., 0.16 in.
below normal of 0.81 in. Warmest temperature
650 at Selinsgrove on 21st. Coldest 79 at
Montrose on 17th.

Farming activities: Boiling maple sap, caring
for livestock, vroutine winter chores. Few
operators started plowing 1in central, southern
portions of State.

PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 0.99 in.,

. n. above normal. Highest weekly total
5.11 in.

Highest 24-hour total 4.38 in. Temperature
averaged about 760 on coasts, 72 to 690
interior divisions. Mean station temperature

range from 780 to 630, Extremes 530 and
910, Total rainfall 0.10 in, minus 0.42 in.
SOUTH CAROLINA: Cold air over State early week,
frost and freezing temperatures reported.
Weather warmed considerably late week. Rain
late week, ranging from 0.50 to 0.75 in.

Farmers continued preparation for
planting.

spring

SOUTH DAKOTA: Average temperatures ranged from
0 to 50 above normal. Extremes: 1105
770, Light rain, sometimes mixed with snow,
end of week across State with less than 0.10 in.
in central and west, 0.10 to 0.50 in. east.
Livestock good condition. Lambing, calving

continued. Few reports of early planting
received. Major agricultural activities include
planning, preparing for spring planting; caring
for livestock; attending farm meeting.

TENNESSEE: High
weather early in
moved into State midweek spreading rain into
west, middle sections on 20th; statewide on
21th. Temperatures averaged slightly above
normal in west, middle; below normal readings in

pressure
week. Low

system dominated
pressure system

east. Most of precipitation in latter half of
week with totals averaging above normal for
west, middle, southeast. Most of Cumberland

Plateau and
than normal.

upper east valley remainded drier

TEXAS: Crops: Small grains continued showing
improvement with additional moisture. Some
1ight to moderate rust problems across State.
Grazing 1light many areas excessive wetness.
Oats good recovery from cold winter. Wheat
approaching late boot stage Blacklands. Some
lodging because of winds, rain. Producers
trying to treat rust, weeds as weather permits.
Statewide wheat conditions 89% of normal
compared with 67% last year. Current condition

21% excellent, 62% good, 16% fair, 1% poor.
Planting corn, grain sorghum behind schedule.
Planting began early week Blacklands, halted

midweek by more rain. Surplus moisture may
create more planting delays. Some grain sorghum
acreage may not get planted. Some early fields
Blackland good stands. Planting continued as
soil conditions permit Central, Southern areas.
Coastal Bend, Rio Grande Valley, most fields up
to good stands, showing good growth. High
Plains 'corn planting begin as soil dries.
Cotton producers Rio Grande Valley good progress
planting; some area too wet. Cotton herbicides
applied Plains, Cross Timbers. Planting Central

area begin if soil conditions permit. Cotton
planted 3% 1985, 4% 1984, 6% average. Rice
planted none 1985, 10% 1984, 14% average.

Sorghum planted all purpose 24% 1985, 38% 1984,
43% average. Wheat headed 1% 1985, none 1984,
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none average. Corn planted for grain 33% 1985,
45% 1984, 36% average.

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande
light supplies carrots, cabbage, broccoli
available, wet <conditions some areas. Good
progress watermelons, cantaloups, bell peppers.
Planting spring vegetables continued. Harvest
onions began, halted by wet ground. Good growth
new citrus trees. Older trees continued bloom.
Weeds problem some groves. San Antonio - Winter

Valley,

Garden warmer weather helped vegetables
progress. Supplies short because wet grounds.
Land preparation, _planting summer vegetables
continued as conditions permit. Watermelons
making good progress. Eastern areas some land
preparation; planting completed between
showers. Some bedding sweet potatoes. High

Plains potato, onion planting continued weather

permitted. Land preparation other summer
vegetables in progress. Trans-Pecos land
preparation, chili planting occurred. Onions
making good progress. Peach trees continued

blooming most areas. Some spraying Blacklands,
east. Trees should be in good condition this
year, barring late freeze. Pecan trees showing
some bud break as far north as Low Plains.
Trees seem in good condition from rain during
winter, spring.

Range and Livestock: Native ranges, improved
pastures, small arain pastures showing
improvement with additional moisture. Many

small grain pastures excessively wet, not
providing much grazing. Growth, greening native
grasses good. Some sprigging coastal occurred
as soil conditions permit. Many producers
moving cattle off small grain pastures and
selling them. Supplemental feeding stopped
many areas. Most livestock good condition.

UTAH: Precipitation mostly zero to
except extreme south moderate to
Temperatures averaged, 30 above normal.

Calving, lambing progressing. Fruit tree
pruning continued.

light,
heavy.

VIRGINIA: Cool, dry weather until 22nd.
rainy from 22nd to 24th. Temperatures averaged
6 to 80 below normal. Precipitation averaged
0.50 to 0.75 in. Rain late in period should
relieve dry conditions.

Topsoil moisture ratings prior to rain 82%
short, 16% adequate, 2% surplus. Days suitable
for fieldwork averaged 5.3. Most of State's
peach crop destroyed by extreme cold winter.
Apple crop appears normal with little freeze
damage. Pastures., hay, small grains remained
in good to excellent condition. Small grain
topdressing winding down. Small grain, pasture
growth slowed in some areas by dry conditions.
Spring land preparation, fertilizing, liming
continued mostly on schedule. Corn planting

Cold,

slowly starting, 1% planted, 4% last year, 6%

average. Tobacco plantbeds 95%
condition good to excellent.
plantbeds.
condition.

WASHINGTON: Unusual winter dry spell cane to an
end about midweek after more than two weeks

seeded;
Some irrigation of

Livestock in good to excellent
Feeder calf sales reported.

without any precipitation. Weather pattern
changed abruptly on 20th as protective high
pressure system collapsed. Rain accompanied

front into western areas on 20th was followed by
co1g, moist and unstable air during remainder of
week.

Field activities limited during week due to

rainfall. Seeding of spring wheat, early red
and norgold potatoes underway. Winter wheat
progressing about tow weeks behind normal.

Final caning, tying, and topping being done in
raspberries. Daffodil harvest underway; tulip
harvest expected to begin in another week.

WEST VIRGINIA:
beTow normal,
averaged 490

Temperatures averaged 20
except northeast; central areas
below normal. High of 689 in

many areas of State. Low of 60 1in Green
Bank. Precipitation near normal, except for
northwest division which averaged well below
normal.

Soitl moisture adequate to
suitable for fieldwork
supplies adequate.

short. Days
averaged  3.4. Feed

WISCONSIN: Week began with clear, dry weather
with temperatures averaging 15 to 200 above

seasonal normal until a cold front moved through
State late on 19th bringing a return to
seasonably cooler temperatures. Cool, dry
weather pattern held through the rest of week
until low pressure system moved through region
on 23rd producing 1 to 3 in. of wet snow across
central State; mixture of rain, snow across
southern areas. Warmest temperature for week
640 at Madison on 19th; coldest 140 at Lake
Thompson 20th. Warm temperatures continued to
melt snow across State. Only northern most 25%
of State reported snow cover as of 24th.
Maple syrup continued to flow in most areas.

WYOMING: Temperatures 5 to 92 above normal,
except extreme northwest corner. Precipitation
below normal statewide.

Winter wheat good condition statewide. Barley
planting underway in Big Horn, Washakie
Counties. General fieldwork continuing in most
areas, including seedbed preparation, speading
manure. Livestock mostly good to excellent
condition. Ranchers benefited from mild weather
during calving, lambing season. None to very
1ight death losses. Sheep shearing continued.
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International Weather and Crop Summary

March 17 - 23

HIGHLIGHIS :

1.

AGRICULTURAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS ]
MARCH 17 - 23, 1988
FAC)

...Slow melting occurred over most
winter grain areas. The weather was warmer than
normal in northern crop areas and near normal in
the south. Daytime highs ranged from 2C - 7C
acroes the north and 1C - 4C over the south.
However, winter grain areas in the extreme
south, mainly Krasnodar Kray, experienced
daytime highs around locC. The weather was
generally dry .throughout most grain areas.
However, crop areas in the central North
Caucasug received 10-25mm of rain, causing some
delays in early spring fieldwork. Snow cover
retreated northward, leaving the Baltic States,
Belorussia, the Ukraine, and the North Caucasus
without a snow cover. A significant snow cover
still exists in the Central Region, Black Soils,
Volga Valley, and Volga Vyatsk.

UNITED STATES Abnormal warmth spurs
small grain deveiopment in the Plains and
Corn Belt. Wet fields over most of central
and southern Plains and Delta and Corn Belt
hamper fertilizing, preparing 1land, and
planting. Beneficial, heavy rains douse
Florida.

se e

Slow melting continues

HESTERN USSR
with western and southern crop areas losing

sSnow cover.

Unseasonably cold weather in
the northwest slows early winter grain
growth. Unfavorably dry weather continues
to cover Spanish winter grains.

SOUTH _ASIA ces Locally heavy rain falls
in the east and south, but seasonably hot,

dry weather covers central India.

ese Rain continues to favor
early rice planting in the south. Warmer
weather benefits winter wheat.

cee Showers continue
grains in Algeria and
Light showers in northern Morocco
temporarily relieves persistent dryness;
winter grain areas in southern Morocco
continue unfavorably dry.

NORTHWESTERN AFRICA
to benefit winter
Tunisia.

SOUTH AMERICA Crop harvests are well
underway in Argentina and Brazil.

Generally
dry weather in Buenos Aires favors
harvesting, but showery periods in most

other areas slow progress.

Sunny, seasonal warm weather
aids agriculture over most areas.

Drier weather favors
Soil moisture is adequate

SOUTH AFRICA cee
corn harvesting.
for wheat planting.

WESTERN USS!
TOTAL PRECIMTATION (mm)
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" EUROPE. . .Unseasonably cold weather slowed early
winter grain growth from England and France,
though West Germany, into East Germany. Winter
grains in Eastern Europe, except Bulgaria,
remained dormant. wWidespread showers increased
" moisture from central France through much of
central Europe. Heavy precipitation (50-100mm)

s-',_ Jlgp'u.n‘..n. -~ . (I‘-/
<

EASTERN ASIA

TOTAL PRECIMTATION (mm)
(2Smm = 1 WNCH)
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EASTERN _ASJIA...Precipitation decreased slightly
in southern China this week. Light to moderate
rain (10-25mm) fell south of the Yangtze River,
benefiting early rice planting . Favorably
warmer temperatures covered the North China
Plain. Temperatures averaged above normal in
Hebei and Shandong, allowing winter wheat to
begin breaking dormancy. Temperatures remain

in western Yugoslavia continued last week's below normal in the southern winter wheat
heavy rainfall pattern, increasing the potential region, but still warm enough for slow
for flooding. Below normal precipitation vegetative growth. Light rain (1-10mm) fell in
covered winter grains in ‘eastern Poland, parts of the North China Plain, benefiting
Romania, and Bulgaria. Dry weather in Spain nonirrigated winter wheat in Hebei.
~continued to stress winter grains.
! j 25

SOUTH ASIA
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm)
(25mm = | INCH)
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. SOUTE _ASIA...Seasonably hot weather continued in

much of the wheat -regions of Pakistan and
India. High' temperatures were in the mid to
upper 30's C, speeding wheat maturity and
harvesting. Scattered, showers fell in the
north, east, and south. The 1lightest rain
(1-20mm) fell on northern wheat in the late
grain - filling and maturing stages. Locally
heavy rain (50-100mm) fell in Karnataka and
Assam. Seasonably dry weather continued in

central India.

ALGERIA

vor
(S
NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ¥ 7
Laeef TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) ' Lisva
. - (25mm = 1 INCH) .\
| MAR 17-23, 1985 ‘
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'RICA...Widespread showers
(10-25mm) in Algeria and Tunisia continued to

benefit winter grains approaching the heading
stage. Some showers fell on winter grains in
northern Morocco, bringing temporary relief from
persistent dryness. Dry weather continued to
stress winter grains in southern Morocco. The
dry weather in southern Morocco has persisted
for the past four weeks and crop conditions may
be deteriorating. In addition, winter grains
are in the moisture-sensitive heading stage, and
rain is needed soon to prevent declines in the
yield potential. Weekly temperatures were near
normal in Morocco, and below normal in Algeria
and Tunisia.
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SQUTH _ AMERICA...The

underway in the major

harvest season 1is well
crop areas of Argentina

and Brazil. Late-week showers benefited

immature  soybeans,

still filling pods, in

Argentina's major producing province of Santa

Fe. Mostly dry weat

harvesting of corn,
early soybeans.

her in Buenos Aires aided

sunflowers, serghum, and
Argentina's sunflower and

sorghum harvests are estimated at approximately

40 percent and

15

percent, respectively.

Locally heavy showers during the latter half of
the week in northeastern Argentina likely slowed
sorghum and cotton harvesting. In Brazil,
several days of dry weather favored early

soybean harvesting

in Rio Grande do Sul but,

wetness late in the week delayed fieldwork.

Parana's soybean ha

rvest progressed to about 35

percent, but periodic showers have likely caused
interruptions. Locally heavy rain fell again in

Minas Gerais but somew

hat drier weather later in

the week should have improved field conditions.

MEXICO
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm)
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Nationsl Westher Service, NOAA
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MEXICO...Abundant sunshine and seasonal
temperatures favored agricultural crops and
activities. It was unusually dry over most

areas, allowing planting and cultivating spging
crops and harvesting winter ones. A few light
rain sprinkles fell on eastern coffee, but was
less than normal and should not have interferred
with the remaining harvest.
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SOUTH AFRICA...Drier weather in much of the
Maize Triangle favored corn maturation and
harvesting, following heavy rain - last week.
Light to moderate rain (10-25mm) fell on corn in
Transvaal early in the week, likely slowing
harvesting. Light rain (1-10mm) fell in the
southwestern Cape Province, where soil moisture
is adequate for upcoming wheat planting.
Temperatures were moderate throughout most of
the region.
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Mixed vegetable harvest was active.

PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures and ranges
steadily improved from the warmer-than-normal
temperatures and moisture. Hay and roughage

increasingly shortened.

Livestock was good; death

losses have been held to a minimum thus far.
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