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HIGHLIGHTS
April 19 - 25, 1998

armer and slightly drier weather in the Corn Belt

allowed for some fieldwork and planting. Similar
improvement occurred in California and the Southwest. In
the East, early- to midweek rains were replaced by beneficial
late-week dryness, while on the Plains, warm weather spurred
wheat planting and development. Short-term dryness (5
weeks) persisted across parts of Texas, the immediate Gulf
Coast, and most of Florida. Weekly temperatures averaged
as much as 9°F below normal in the Southeast, but ranged
from 2 to 9°F above normal in the West and across the
Nation's northern tier.

(Continued on page 5)
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CROP MOISTURE

(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN S5-FT. SOIL PROFILE)
April 25,1998
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CROP MOISTURE: SLIGHTLY
DRY
DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) ABNORMALLY 1
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- DRY \ Y =
TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY ~ 0 SLIGHTLY
WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT \ DRY
THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. \ R Q
USERS.. APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, EXCESSIVELY
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM DRY \
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS.
-

LIMITATIONS...MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE
FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA-
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED

BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY  Based on preliminary reports

CROP MOISTURE INDEX .
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE)
April 25, 1998

(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 =3.7)

SHADED AREAS: ) {  UNSHADED AREAS:
_ JINDEX INCREASED OR DID WOT CHANGE INDEX DECREASED

ABOVE 3 EXCESSIVELY WET; SOME FIELDS- FLOGDED ABOVE 3 SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET
27103 TOD WET; SOME STANDING WATER 2103 MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED; WORK DELAYED
1702 SOME_FIELDS TOO WET; PROUSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL 1702 FAVORABLE EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS
0101 MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT CROP NEEDS 0701 FAVORABLE FOR KGRMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK
670 -1 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 070 -1 TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT; GERMINATION SLOW
170 -2 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL ABNORMALLY DRY . -1 76 -2 ABNORMALLY DRY; PROSPECTS DETERIORATING
-2 T0 -3 DRYRESS EASED BUT FIELDS STILL EXCESSIVELY DRY 2710 -3 EXCESSIVELY DRY; YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED
-3 70 -4 SEVERE DRYNESS CONTINUES; MORE RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED - -3 70 -4 POTEMTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DRYNESS

BELOW -4 ROT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY DRY BELOW -4 EXTREMELY DRY; MOST CROPS RUINED -

NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY  Based on preliminary reports
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DROUGHT SEVERITY
(LONG TERM, PALMER)
April 25,1998
UPDATED BIWEEKLY

DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER):
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR
WETNESS; RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE,
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION,

USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED ) - -~
DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE ECONOMIES, DESIGNATING DiS-

ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG-

TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS.

LIMITATIONS...IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS)

STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND
FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX).

NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY  Based on preliminary reports

DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION
(LONG TERM, PALMER)

April 25, 1998
(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7)
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0.4 to -0.4 NEAR NORMAL
-0.5 to -0.9 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 0.5 to 0.9 INCIPIENT MOIST SPELL 11
-1.0 to -1.9 MILD DROUGHT 1.0 to 1.9 MOIST SPELL
-2.0 to -2.9 MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 2.9 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL
-3.0 to -3.9 SEVERE DROUGHT 3.0 to 3.9 VERY MOIST SPELL
BELOW -4.0 EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE 4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL
NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY  Based on preliminary reports] ..
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ADDITIONAL PRECIPITATION NEEDED TO BRING INDEX NEAR ZERO
(LONG TERM, PALMER) v
April 25, 1998
(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7)
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Average Pan Evaporation (Inches/Day)
April 19 - 25, 1998

NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY
Based on preliminary data




April 28, 1998

Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin .. 5

(Continued from front cover)

During the first half of the week, cool air lingered
across the Plains and Midwest. On Sunday, lows
dipped to the freezing mark (32°F) as far south as
"~ Lubbock, TX. Two days later, San Angelo, TX
(38°F) posted a daily-record low. From April 22-
25, more than a dozen daily-record lows were set
across the Gulf Coast region, including 42°F in
College Station, TX on Wednesday, and 45°F in
Baton Rouge, LA on Friday.

Warmth arrived along the West Coast on
Tuesday, where Oakland, CA notched a daily-
record high of 82°F. Two days later, daily records
were established in Blanding, UT (80°F) and
Glasgow, MT (82°F). Farther south, highs on
Wednesday soared to 100°F in Thermal, CA and
101°F in Yuma, AZ. At week's end, highs rose to
87°F in Topeka, KS and 93°F in Lubbock.

Weekly rainfall ranged from 1 to 3 inches along
the Appalachian Cordillera, continuing a wet
spell that pushed monthly rainfall (through April
26) to 10.46 inches in Knoxville, TN and 9.59
inches in Athens, GA. Late in the week, wet
weather returned to parts of the West and
Midwest. During a 24-hour period on April 25-
26, 4 inches of new snow fell on Arizona's Mt.

A compact storm system centered over lowa slows fieldwork and
planting in parts of the Corn Belt. Meanwhile, rain showers help to
reduce short-term moisture deficits on the southern Plains.

Lemmon. In Iowa, 2.40 inches of rain drenched
Sioux City during the same period. In contrast,
monthly rainfall through the 26th was as low as
0.02 inches in Daytona Beach, FL, 0.05 inches
in San Antonio, TX, and 0.07 inches in New

Orleans, LA. San Antonio's driest April on Location Total Percent of Normal
record (0.11 inches) occurred in 1984. Knoxville, TN 10.46 323
Athens, GA 9.59 276
The Mississippi River crest passed Jackson, KY 8.83 259
Caruthersville, MO on Saturday, about 6.1 feet Greenville, SC 7.78 232
above flood stage (afs). Two days later, on April Cincinnati, OH 7.66 237
27, the river was cresting in Memphis, TN, Asheville, NC 7.25 251
approximately 0.7 feet below flood stage. The Sioux City, IA 6.06 308
lower Ohio River remained in flood at week's Scranton, PA 5.41 214
end, with the crest approaching Shawneetown, IL Norfolk, NE 3.95 205
(8.7 feet afs on April 26). Glasgow, MT 1.43 260
Midland, TX trace 0
Alaska remained in a very mild pattern, as weekly San Angelo, TX trace 0
temperatures ranged from 2 to 13°F above normal. Key West, FL trace 0
On April 24-25, Cold Bay logged consecutive Daytona Beach, FL 0.02 1
daily-record highs (48 and 49°F). Anchorage Corpus Christi, TX 0.03 2
also tallied a record (58°F) on Saturday. San Antonio, TX 0.05 2
Meanwhile, Hawaii's 6-month drought continued, Miami, FL 0.05 2
With 0.03 inches during the week, Honolulu's Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 0.06 2
year-to-date rainfall reached 1.55 inches (17 New Orleans, LA 0.07 2
percent of normal). Melbourne, FL 0.07 5
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F)
APR 19 - 25, 1998
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Average Soil Temperature (°F 4-Inch Bare)
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F)
APR 19 - 25, 1998
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F)
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Based on preliminary data

Based on preliminary data
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 25, 1998
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511)

o

o RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUNDITY, - [
STATES
AND Wx | W W W w | & g : g § é 2 ' g T : g = § §
stamions | 48 §§ 2 (8|8 ;g 2 §§ SRR AR AR AR FHES HEEE:
X 2 2 § & gh T hE E§ I < § : § E E 3 % ERELIES
HEHBEIREE E 4% | 5% | o3 | 55| °F | BEJss| 305 s |35[=8
e v . T~ e
AL BIRMINGHAM 69 43 76 41 56 -8 0.30 -0.81 0.20 13.31 129 29.89 148 97 53 0 0 3 0
HUNTSVILLE 67 44 77 41 56 7 0.13 -0.98 0.08 8.02 74 2259 109 97 47 0 0 2 0
MOBILE 74 49 76 45 61 -8 0.04 -0.98 0.02 12.48 123 33.66 166 94 40 0 0 2 0
MONTGOMERY 72 48 ” 43 59 -7 0.32 -0.64 0.28 8.22 81 2212 109 04 44 0 0 5 0
AK ANCHORAGE 54 32 59 28 43 5 0.00 017 0.00 0.30 23 0.83 3 75 38 0 4 0 0
BARROW 21 7 30 E ] 14 13 0.13 0.07 0.12 0.17 52 017 30 91 a1 0 7 2 0
FAIRBANKS 53 30 56 7 41 6 0.00 -0.08 0.00 0.02 3 0.10 [] 76 3t 0 8 0 0
JUNEAU 52 36 57 31 44 3 - - - - - - - 26 60 0 3 - .
KODIAK 48 36 51 30 41 2 - - - - - - - 89 65 1] 3 - -
NOME 34 27 42 19 3 10 0.16 -0.01 0.18 289 260 41 164 87 72 0 [ 1 0
AZ FLAGSTAFF 62 28 69 20 45 1 0.00 0.29 0.00 531 137 875 109 7 21 0 [} 0 0
PHOENIX 89 62 98 56 75 4 0.00 003 0.00 1983 174 521 212 41 13 4 o [\] 0
PRESCOTT 69 40 75 3 55 4 0.18 0.01 0.18 344 136 6.26 112 58 18 0 1] 1 0
TUCSON 86 52 <] 44 [:-] 2 0.03 -0.03 0.03 202 208 6.39 214 47 14 3 4] 1 0
YUMA 91 65 100 60 78 5 0.00 0.03 0.00 031 86 1.67 m 40 19 4 0 0 0
AR FOAT SMITH 76 48 41 61 2 0.04 -0.82 0.02 6.62 7 16.31 138 91 38 0 0 2 [}
LITTLE ROCK 75 49 81 45 62 2 0.13 -1.08 0.13 6.15 67 16.36 103 88 35 0 0 1 Q
CA BAKERSFIELD 78 52 94 47 85 1 0.02 -0.09 0.0t 3.05 197 9.72 280 85 38 2 0 2 [
EUREKA - - - - - - 0.37 - 0.30 10.08 - 37.33 - - - - - - -
FRESNO 78 54 89 49 68 4 0.09 -0.09 0.09 482 176 13.02 201 88 36 0 0 1 0
LOS ANGELES 68 56 72 52 61 1 0.00 0.1 0.00 428 161 21.32 282 92 67 0 0 0 0
REDDING 75 48 83 a5 2 021 0.18 021 843 136 37.88 226 88 35 0 0 1 1]
SACRAMMCCLELL 78 53 88 48 85 - 067 - 087 34 - 258 - 96 45 1] Qo 1 1
SAN DIEGO 68 57 74 54 82 0 0.03 -0.10 0.03 292 118 13.25 227 87 63 [} ] 1 0
SAN FRANCISCO 87 52 ” 48 59 3 0.08 -0.16 0.08 410 95 2598 219 1] 64 0 1] 1 0
(o] ALAMOSA 61 25 71 17 43 ] 0.00 -0.11 0.00 0.94 11 0.98 k4l 82 18 0 ] [} 0
CO SPRINGS 81 a3 75 24 47 -1 0.09 0.22 0.05 4.11 219 448 176 79 25 0 4 2 i}
DENVER 64 36 76 29 50 [} 0.17 -0.26 0.15 3.07 118 334 80 72 21 0 4 2 0
GRAND JUNCTION 68 39 80 30 54 -1 0.00 017 0.00 1.81 118 276 107 85 22 0 2 0 0
PUEBLO 68 34 83 26 52 -2 0.28 0.04 0.14 383 256 410 193 84 21 0 2 3 0
cT BRIDGEPORT 61 a4 ] 41 52 2 125 0.37 0.61 10.11 148 18.73 142 80 a5 0 0 4 2
HARTFORD [.<] 41 Fal 36 52 1 0.89 0.02 0.70 8.03 118 14.62 108 82 35 0 1] 4 1
DC WASHINGTON 66 50 74 47 58 -1 0.81 0.03 060 9.29 173 19.93 184 80 43 0 1] 2 1
DE WILMINGTON 64 48 72 42 56 2 0.67 -0.13 044 758 122 15.33 128 93 48 0 Q 4 0
FL DAYTONA BEACH 78 57 88 49 67 -3 0.00 0.62 0.00 3.99 84 16.57 147 94 43 0 ] 1] 0
JACKSONVILLE 77 54 81 47 85 -3 0.12 0.51 0.12 5.80 97 2041 154 83 44 0 0 1 1]
KEY WEST 80 70 85 63 75 -3 0.00 044 0.00 3.13 102 10.42 161 78 56 0 0 0 [1]
MIAMI 83 67 [ ] 61 75 -1 0.00 0.76 0.00 597 130 13.62 158 78 43 0 0 0 0
ORLANDO 81 59 87 51 70 2 0.12 028 0.12 551 117 168.24 162 91 42 0 0 1 0
TAMPA 78 684 83 57 71 2 0.02 022 0.02 534 138 20.80 231 84 49 (4] 0 1 0
VALPARAISO/EGLIN 74 51 79 48 63 -5 0.04 -1.16 0.04 6.57 65 2242 122 85 39 0 0 1 0
WEST PALM BEACH a2 63 86 55 72 2 035 037 0.36 443 74 21.83 191 89 48 0 0 1 0
GA ATHENS 67 48 74 42 57 6 299 2.11 161 14.81 168 2841 159 08 60 0 0 4 2
ATLANTA 68 48 73 44 57 -6 1.08 0.12 0.83 10.95 17 23.95 127 9 50 0 0 4 1
AUGUSTA 73 47 77 41 60 -4 097 0.23 0.84 12.48 167 26.33 167 97 48 0 Q 5 1
COLUMBUS 73 50 76 48 61 -5 065 -0.29 0.59 7.356 78 14.79 79 91 41 0 0 2 1
MACON 72 47 78 43 60 6 04t -0.36 0.34 10.13 132 2207 130 96 49 0 0 4 0
SAVANNAH 75 53 79 48 64 -4 0.26 0.44 0.24 8.75 139 2314 178 97 50 0 0 3 0
HI HILO 78 68 8t 684 72 -1 097 -2.50 0.38 585 2 8.30 18 91 67 0 0 [} )]
HONOLULU 83 70 84 68 76 0 0.03 032 0.02 0.57 16 155 17 77 52 4] 0 2 [
KAHULUI 83 66 88 84 75 0 0.06 0.32 0.03 130 30 218 19 84 53 0 0 3 0
LIHUE 79 68 80 64 74 -1 0.01 0.78 0.01 1.80 25 573 35 63 0 0 1 0
ID BOISE 69 43 84 34 56 5 034 0.06 025 1.86 79 599 124 K4l 29 0 0 2 0
LEWISTON 67 45 76 37 56 4 029 0.01 0.28 2.18 109 429 102 76 37 0 0 2 0
POCATELLO 64 35 7 28 50 3 0.00 0.28 0.00 1.80 84 532 126 K4l 29 0 2 0 0
It CHICAGO/O'HARE 65 43 75 39 54 3 084 -0.01 0.65 725 127 11.62 135 82 40 0 0 3 1
MOLINE 66 42 7 34 54 1 1.61 0.67 0.75 898 145 14.65 163 a3 48 0 0 4 1
PEORIA 66 44 76 36 55 1 067 -0.24 0.40 7.4 123 12.64 141 88 42 0 [4] 4 0
ROCKFORD 65 4 75 38 53 3 1.05 017 0.75 727 133 11.20 141 o1 40 (1] 0 3 1
SPRINGFIELD 67 42 77 38 55 -1 on -0.74 0.08 6.69 107 11.83 123 88 43 0 0 3 0
IN EVANSVILLE 66 44 7 7 55 -3 0.40 -0.53 0.21 8.20 102 13.16 95 86 49 i) 0 4 0
FORT WAYNE 65 44 75 7 54 3 023 -0.57 0.10 9.54 167 1494 157 88 41 1] 0 3 0
INDIANAPOLIS 64 44 73 7 54 -1 044 -0.42 017 8.89 130 12.63 109 91 50 0 4] 3 0
SOUTH BEND 65 a2 73 38 53 2 035 054 0.18 68.50 103 1199 116 83 8 0 0 3 1]
1A BURLINGTON 69 47 79 41 58 4 0.87 003 0.44 891 173 15.28 188 80 40 0 0 4 0
CEDAR RAPIDS 64 43 75 39 b4 2 138 0.61 1.08 8.13 164 11.44 164 86 a9 0 0 4 1
DES MOINES 68 44 ” 14 56 2 0.69 -0.13 0.34 5.80 114 837 117 84 39 0 0 3 0
DUBUQUE 62 43 75 a8 53 2 1.24 034 1.00 957 161 1355 159 84 44 0 0 3 1
SiIoUX CITYy 70 39 82 k2 56 2 220 1.61 2.09 984 257 11.12 219 ar 33 0 0 3 1
WATERLOO 66 40 79 34 63 2 0.77 004 0.60 8.09 162 10.74 157 2] 39 0 0 3 1
KS CONCORDIA 70 42 76 36 56 1 0.00 -0.59 0.00 6.30 156 867 161 74 33 0 0 0 0
DODGE CITY 72 40 85 31 56 -1 004 048 0.04 344 107 452 108 7 24 ] 1 1 1]
GOODLAND €9 35 8 27 52 0 0.00 -0.38 0.00 107 50 183 63 75 19 0 3 0 [}
TOPEKA 72 42 87 37 57 0 0.05 0.71 0.03 3.96 80 552 79 87 N 01 0 2 0

Based on 1961-90 normals
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 25, 1998
RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS
[«
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMDIY, e
STATES 3 3 e
AND W iy 2y - - - | §-
we|we |w | w w | & | = e ; ; g
stations | 43|32 3 | § 28] 22| &2 be | 21 83| 1 |3 ezl E | selsy
HE B IR I IR IR AR L I R
<3| <¥ | 0F 53 < | af R | &F | &3 28 §6 & Er?: 1R EAEREEE
WICHITA 72 44 86 39 58 -1 0.00 -0.58 0.00 4.86 111 6.21 101 73 30 0 4] 0 0
KY JACKSON a2 48 72 42 54 -5 1.38 047 075 11.54 143 19.74 128 89 53 0 0 4 1
LEXINGTON 61 43 n 34 52 5 0.57 033 0.27 6.15 81 1271 83 94 57 0 4] 5 0
LOUISVILLE 64 46 74 38 56 3 0.38 -0.62 0.30 845 103 16.71 117 88 51 0 0 4 0
PADUCAH 68 45 7 39 57 -4 0.51 -0.65 0.34 747 79 1498 92 92 46 0 0 2 0
LA BATON ROUGE 74 48 k4 44 61 -9 032 -0.95 0.32 544 58 2598 132 95 k14 [4] 0 1 0
LAKE CHARLES 7% 51 78 47 63 -7 0.00 -0.84 0.00 5.39 N 20.53 148 92 k14 [} 0 0 Q
NEW ORLEANS 75 53 7 48 64 -8 0.01 -1.04 0.01 6.12 71 20.87 150 1] 39 o 0 1 [}
SHREVEPORT 76 49 80 45 82 -5 018 -0.74 017 483 73 17.85 123 89 33 0 0 2 4]
ME CARIBOU 51 3 61 30 4?2 1 0.90 0.3t 0.50 5.44 122 12.13 138 84 44 0 4 4 1
PORTLAND 57 38 65 3 48 2 2.19 1.23 075 765 108 18.20 130 88 418 [/} 0 5 2
MD BALTIMORE 66 46 74 4 56 1 0.56 .18 0.54 8.68 148 20.73 17 980 a2 0 0 2 1
MA BOSTON 59 44 65 L] 51 1 187 1.04 1.15 7.62 114 1792 129 88 a4 [} 0 4 2
WORCESTER 57 41 68 39 49 2 1.38 0.44 051 10.71 149 1847 129 82 41 0 0 5 1
Mi ALPENA 60 3 69 29 46 2 0.00 0.54 0.00 8.53 215 13.07 190 88 34 0 5 0 0
GRAND RAPIDS 66 41 72 37 53 5 0.28 0.52 0.28 654 120 12.16 140 86 38 0 0 1 0
HOUGHTON LAKE 64 R 68 0 48 3 0.00 0.52 0.00 527 137 98.28 127 83 27 0 5 0 0
LANSING 65 36 kal 34 50 2 0.08 -0.58 0.08 5.30 116 10.88 146 87 k] 0 0 1 0
MARQUETTE - - - - - - 0.00 -0.58 0.00 6.25 126 10.10 114 - - - - 0 0
MUSKEGON 64 38 69 k<] 52 4 0.32 037 0.16 445 90 8.80 100 85 a 0 0 2 0
MN DULUTH 61 36 74 30 48 6 0.00 0.564 0.00 359 98 8.05 140 64 30 0 2 0 0
INT'L FALLS N 70 25 47 5 0.00 -0.40 0.00 1.08 46 278 72 75 25 0 4 0 ]
MINNEAPOLIS 68 4 77 k2 54 5 059 0.00 050 8.15 158 8.59 150 a3 k2 0 0 2 1
ROCHESTER 68 42 ' a7 54 [} 0.21 0.47 0.1 5.10 127 795 144 74 7 0 0 3 0
ST.CLOUD 69 38 78 4 54 7 0.00 0.59 0.00 285 86 443 96 a1 27 0 0 0 0
MS JACKSON 71 45 77 41 58 -8 024 -1.04 0.18 8.96 85 2400 118 95 40 0 0 2 [}
MERIDIAN 71 43 78 4 57 9 022 -0.98 0.12 7.7 [ ] 28.73 122 98 42 0 0 3 4]
TUPELO 68 45 76 43 67 -7 0.19 -1.02 0.156 8.14 78 20.32 101 94 418 0 0 2 4]
MO COLUMBIA 68 45 82 41 57 0 027 067 0.20 8.50 136 14.22 149 82 40 0 0 2 0
KANSAS CITY 72 45 88 40 59 2 0.12 -0.67 0.08 411 8 6.17 88 73 36 0 0 3 0
SAINT LOUIS -] 47 80 a8 58 -1 024 -0.58 0.12 898 139 14.80 142 a3 0 0 2 0
SPRINGFIELD 68 41 1] 3B 56 -3 0.04 -0.94 003 7.28 99 1422 126 90 38 0 0 2 [}
MT BILLINGS 65 38 79 28 52 4 0.12 -0.32 0.12 3.18 126 397 96 71 30 0 1 1 4]
BUTTE 61 31 74 23 48 6 0.28 0.02 0.2 2.89 196 419 174 82 28 0 [} 2 [}
GLASGOW 67 37 82 21 52 5 1.1 0.92 1.04 2.18 232 2.57 164 85 30 [} 2 2 1
GREAT FALLS 86 38 78 a 51 5 0.07 -0.30 Q.07 1.61 73 279 7% 65 28 0 1 1 [}
KALISPELL 64 36 78 24 50 £ 0.65 037 0.49 3.54 190 485 108 84 34 0 2 3 0
MILES CITY 69 37 84 3 53 4 0.49 0.13 047 1.84 108 247 92 79 28 0 2 2 [}
MISSOULA 65 37 80 28 51 5 0.34 0.10 031 273 158 450 119 v 32 0 1 3 0
NE GRAND ISLAND 68 40 7 M 54 1 0.02 -0.61 0.01 8.52 168 739 146 81 33 0 0 2 0
LINCOLN 72 41 82 a3 58 2 0.07 -0.62 0.06 441 102 6.35 116 83 33 1] 0 2 0
NORFOLK 68 41 77 k) 56 2 0.68 028 0. 8.17 167 6.69 134 85 32 0 0 3 1
NORTH PLATTE 66 31 78 2 49 -2 0.14 -0.38 0.14 1.99 72 2.67 75 85 29 0 4 1 0
OMAHA 71 43 82 37 57 2 0.07 -0.60 0.06 726 176 8.88 157 83 37 0 ] 2 0
SCOTTSBLUFF 67 34 81 2 50 2 0.00 041 0.00 284 122 3.69 112 7% 19 0 4 0 [+]
VALENTINE 65 38 81 28 51 2 0.05 -0.40 0.05 194 213 KAl 82 36 0 3 1 0
NV ELY 63 31 72 28 47 3 0.05 020 002 378 215 5.89 187 80 2 0 5 3 0
LAS VEGAS 81 57 20 51 69 3 0.06 0.00 0.06 1.16 183 421 270 52 21 1 (i} 1 0
RENO 69 39 80 A 54 4 0.00 -0.08 0.00 3.00 287 6.69 218 79 23 0 0 0 0
WINNEMUCCA 68 38 79 k1] 52 4 0.30 0.1 023 3.02 204 6.30 221 85 29 0 1 3 0
NH CONCORD 59 38 7 30 47 1 1.52 0.83 0.72 597 118 12.07 118 89 7 0 2 5 1
NJ NEWARK 64 48 73 a8 56 1 1.12 o1 0.67 976 138 19.48 144 82 36 1] 0 4 1
NM ALBUQUERQUE 71 45 81 33 58 1 0.00 01 0.00 234 254 3.14 170 44 13 0 4] [} [}
NY ALBANY 61 39 7 3 50 1 194 1.23 138 6.40 118 12.78 127 o 2 0 0 3 2
BINGHAMTON 58 39 66 37 49 2 1.75 1.00 157 7.59 140 15.18 150 80 34 0 0 4 1
BUFFALO 58 41 64 38 50 2 067 -0.02 0.51 642 127 1431 142 88 41 0 1] 2 1
ROCHESTER 61 40 35 51 2 074 0.1 053 533 120 13.30 154 90 38 4] 0 2 1
SYRACUSE 61 40 68 38 51 2 0.85 0.05 0.61 5.19 94 13.10 130 85 36 0 [1] 4 1
NC ASHEVILLE 61 41 K4l 35 51 -8 272 1.96 1.51 11.05 149 27.39 188 96 57 0 0 5 2
CHARLOTTE 72 50 78 48 61 0 042 0.17 0.28 9.19 138 18.75 132 88 40 0 0 3 0
GREENSBORO 67 48 74 42 57 -3 095 0.29 0.74 9.00 149 20.27 162 88 48 0 0 3 1
HATTERAS 60 53 68 48 57 4 1.13 033 0.55 598 83 .44 141 <] 76 0 0 3 1
RALEIGH 69 47 77 43 58 -3 082 0.03 030 11.22 190 24.50 187 96 49 0 1] 3 [
WILMINGTON 72 53 80 47 62 -2 0.38 -0.29 0.24 8.42 103 2483 181 90 49 0 0 5 0
ND BISMARCK 68 38 79 32 53 7 0.13 -0.30 0.07 074 k'3 250 84 3 0 2 2 0
DICKINSON 67 7 80 28 52 7 0.08 043 004 1.76 a0 4.18 142 72 31 0 3 2 0
FARGO 72 39 82 31 56 9 0.02 -044 0.02 158 62 380 106 67 22 0 2 1 1]
GRAND FORKS 69 36 7% 30 52 7 002 -0.32 0.02 1.13 56 3.07 95 79 30 0 4 1 0
JAMESTOWN 68 42 82 35 56 9 1.18 079 0.70 190 89 3.90 121 78 30 0 0 2 1
WILLISTON 68 33 81 24 51 5 0.00 -0.34 0.00 037 2 248 <) 77 27 0 3 0 0
OH AKRON-CANTON 41 70 7 52 1 0.70 0.04 054 751 127 13.72 133 79 39 0 0 2 1
CINCINNATI 63 M 72 31 52 -4 0.70 -0.16 0.42 8.88 121 15.19 120 94 52 0 1 4 0
CLEVELAND 62 41 70 k14 52 2 083 0.09 067 774 141 13.58 138 85 41 0 0 2 1
COLUMBUS 65 44 74 39 55 1 0.68 0.18 048 713 120 1191 116 89 44 0 0 4 0
DAYTON 64 44 73 k2 54 0 0.58 0.23 024 826 131 13.88 131 88 46 0 0 4 0
MANSFIELD a3 41 7 a7 52 1 0.75 -0.12 0.60 8.48 103 11.94 116 86 43 0 0 4 1

Based on 1961-80 normals
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 25, 1998

RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HOMDIY,
PERCENT TEMP, °F PRECIP.
STATES -
AND ws | we | w W w | & g ¢ g é 2 'y 3 e §' o § §
STATIONS HEHERE R B E R A A L R R 2 |z Iz
HEHENENERE EP R 3| 2 | 2| 2 3|33 g | 85|83
HEHEREE BRI IR IR IR IR LI HHEE
<3| <3 | &% Q] < | & R | &8 &3 25 ’ém 28 §r7> <3| <S8y |385|RE
TOLEDO 85 43 75 39 54 4 025 -0.44 0.20 8.34 124 13.07 152 81 37 0 0 2 ]
YOUNGSTOWN 83 40 70 35 51 1 0.91 0.19 072 822 145 1495 152 86 34 0 0 4 1
OK OKLAHOMA CITY n 47 84 41 60 -3 0.31 -0.40 031 6.78 139 1098 145 7 34 0 0 1 4]
TULSA 73 48 83 40 60 4 0.01 -0.91 0.01 797 124 11.76 118 81 28 [} 0 1 Q
OR ASTORIA 56 42 61 36 49 Q 0.58 0.37 037 12,76 115 3948 138 85 69 [} 0 4 0
BURNS 62 34 74 24 48 4 0.19 0.06 0.19 237 153 759 230 88 34 0 3 1 0
EUGENE 83 39 73 34 51 -1 1.08 0.48 059 8.08 ] 2236 103 89 53 0 0 4 1
MEDFORD 68 45 v 7 56 4 067 0.42 0.59 5.03 178 13.08 178 88 40 0 [} 3 1
PENDLETON 68 44 75 38 55 3 0.54 029 051 24 1168 8.20 13t 85 40 0 0 2 1
PORTLAND 64 44 73 38 54 2 044 007 0.30 528 94 17.32 117 91 48 0 0 3 4]
SALEM 63 40 71 35 52 2 0.80 0.1 035 6.83 108 2207 132 94 49 1] 0 3 0
PA ALLENTOWN 65 44 72 38 54 2 1.04 0.19 1.02 8.18 13 15.456 126 88 37 0 V] 2 1
ERIE 59 41 68 k'3 50 2 077 0.00 073 715 126 13.78 135 84 45 ] 0 2 1
MIDDLETOWN 67 46 I 41 57 3 1.30 0.51 1.30 8.03 , 138 1757 150 83 38 0 0 1 1
PHILADELPHIA 84 49 73 43 57 2 057 -0.28 0.52 8.35 98 13.84 11 8 45 0 0 2 1
PITTSBURGH 63 41 ral 35 52 [\ 1147 0.44 1.1 5.28 88 1148 106 82 39 0 0 4 1
SCRANTON - - - - - - 152 0.88 1.44 734 148 13.21 143 - - - - - .
WRLUAMSPORT 65 41 73 34 53 1 1.50 0.73 1.40 7.85 130 18.18 163 90 3 0 1] 3 1
Rl PROVIDENCE 61 43 67 38 52 3 096 0.0t 0558 10.43 139 2283 183 a7 41 o 1] 4 1
8C BEAUFORT 73 55 78 46 64 -4 026 037 022 10.71 185 2697 200 a7 65 1] 0 3 1]
CHARLESTON 74 53 80 45 84 3 049 0.09 0.19 9.70 148 2744 207 a5 49 0 0 3 0
COLUMBIA 72 51 79 43 82 3 o4 0.31 017 9.90 130 23.06 143 90 44 0 0 4 [+]
GREENVILLE [ 48 74 42 56 -6 1.88 1.03 07 12,13 141 25, 161 96 87 0 0 4 2
SD ABERDEEN 68 39 81 32 53 [ 128 0.78 098 3.2 110 480 122 a7 32 0 1 2 1
HURON ] 42 82 35 56 8 153 1.02 087 433 129 528 119 86 33 1] 0 2 2
RAPID CITY 68 36 28 51 3 0.04 -0.44 0.02 1.64 64 228 [ 74 28 0 4 2 0
SIOUX FALLS 86 7 78 28 &1 2 1. 1.08 1.14 7.47 202 864 178 a7 35 0 2 3 2
TN BRISTOL 62 42 70 37 52 5 1.40 063 120 9.96 166 1722 132 96 54 0 0 4 1
CHATTANOOGA 87 48 75 43 57 -4 070 0.24 0456 12.57 130 25.13 130 a7 51 0 0 3 0
KNOXVILLE 64 45 74 42 56 -4 3.06 222 228 15.17 185 2250 137 a7 57 1] 0 5 1
MEMPHIS 70 49 76 Q 59 -6 0.67 0.70 054 9.26 <] 2163 119 85 42 0 0 3 1
NASHVILLE 86 43 75 38 56 L] 0.13 0.89 0.09 780 92 16.69 28 a5 48 0 ] 3 0
™ ABILENE 82 48 84 7 65 2 0.00 -0.49 0.00 3.18 11 504 100 n 23 2 0 0 0
AMARILLO 73 42 88 32 58 -1 0.00 0.28 0.00 287 156 543 193 80 2 0 1 0 0
AUSTIN 80 54 85 50 67 -4 0.10 0.59 0.09 359 93 962 123 a7 38 0 1] 2 0
BEAUMONT 76 53 78 48 85 -8 0.00 -0.88 0.00 8.47 - 107 20.33 143 90 43 0 0 0 (1]
BROWNSVILLE a1 &9 85 54 70 -7 0.01 -0.38 0.01 0.67 41 2.76 85 90 48 ] 0 1 0
CORPUS CHRISTI 82 54 90 48 68 -8 0.01 -0.47 0.0t 2.61 1M1 623 106 ) 36 1 [+] 1 0
DEL RIO 87 57 96 51 72 -1 0.00 -0.5t 0.00 1.07 47 148 a8 63 a3 3 0 0 0
EL PASO 81 51 89 42 68 1 0.00 -0.08 0.00 0.18 37 038 29 40 18 0 0 0 0
FORT WORTH 78 52 84 48 65 2 088 0.20 0.68 5.17 92 13.48 140 79 kx] 1] 0 1 1
GALVESTON - - - - - - 0.00 -0.60 0.00 228 54 127 131 - - - - [4] 0
HOUSTON 78 51 83 44 64 5 0.03 -0.78 001 3.13 57 13.33 114 94 37 0 0 3 0
LUBBOCK 78 45 93 2 62 -1 0.00 0.26 0.00 1.36 88 322 122 57 19 1 1 0 0
MIDLAND 82 49 94 38 66 -1 0.00 0.23 0.00 0.42 34 1.18 52 56 18 1 0 0 0
SAN ANGELO 84 49 23 38 68 -2 0.00 -0.45 0.00 185 84 3.08 76 67 19 2 0 0 0
SAN ANTONIO 80 52 88 45 88 -5 0.01 -0.66 0.01 2.89 <] 9.50 136 85 34 0 0 1 0
VICTORIA 79 53 84 45 86 -6 0.00 -0.65 0.00 2.56 75 756 ] 94 40 1] 0 [} 0
WACO 80 51 85 44 65 4 0.57 0.24 0.49 326 66 13.41 156 90 34 0 0 2 0
WICHITAFALLS 76 49 88 41 62 -3 0.39 -0.36 039 424 92 9.00 126 78 31 0 0 1 0
ur SALT LAKE CITY 66 43 8t 7 54 3 0.16 0.34 0.08 533 145 11.85 196 a1 32 0 0 2 0
vT BURLINGTON 80 38 68 28 49 2 0.81 -0.06 037 557 124 1256 158 84 38 0 1 3 0
VA LYNCHBURG 64 43 78 39 54 -4 1.2 0.49 1.04 1226 204 26.19 220 98 45 0 0 5 1
NORFOLK 67 51 78 47 59 0 099 0.28 075 8.51 137 22.74 169 88 51 0 0 3 1
RICHMOND 68 47 80 43 58 -1 0.64 -0.05 0.48 11.08 183 23.69 190 90 42 0 0 2 0
ROANOKE 65 48 76 41 56 2 145 0.68 1.14 9.79 159 2576 218 85 43 0 0 3 1
WASH/DULLES 68 46 75 40 56 1 077 0.03 077 8.61 151 19.85 177 Nn 46 0 0 1 1
WA HANFORD 73 45 81 38 59 - 002 -0.09 0.02 0.57 73 296 135 62 27 0 [+] 1 0
OLYMPIA 81 40 7 32 51 2 023 0.468 0.18 6.87 88 2391 m 98 53 0 1 3 0
QUILLAYUTE 58 39 62 a3 48 1 0.38 -1.20 0.20 10.11 56 41,02 N 97 57 0 4] 5 1]
SEATTLE-TACOMA 60 44 67 40 52 2 0.58 0.08 0.46 494 89 15.41 103 89 52 0 0 3 [}
SPOKANE 68 41 78 29 54 ] 0.43 0.15 043 2.15 87 580 97 79 31 0 1 1 0
YAKIMA 68 40 78 k&) 54 K] 0.01 -0.08 0.0 1.18 104 496 162 72 32 0 0 1 0
wv BECKLEY 60 4 89 38 50 -3 1.02 021 1.00 8.20 132 1798 149 84 47 0 0 2 1
CHARLESTON 66 44 7% 38 56 -2 0.88 0.1t 0.83 7.63 120 15.29 124 1] 47 ] 1] 2 1
ELKINS 61 38 70 3 50 0 1.61 0.72 1.62 7.4 108 1423 109 90 41 0 1 4 1
HUNTINGTON 84 45 B 38 55 3 0.98 0.18 0.88 8.70 103 165.31 125 90 49 0 4] 4 1
Wi EAU CLAIRE 69 4 7% 35 55 7 047 -0.26 045 7.57 190 1151 202 7 28 [} 0 2 0
GREEN BAY 65 37 73 34 61 4 0.00 -0.58 0.00 524 130 825 133 87 37 0 1] 0 0
MADISON 68 39 76 34 52 4 048 -0.21 0.24 934 207 13.02 185 41 1] 0 2 0
MEWAUKEE 59 41 70 3 50 3 0.47 035 024 7.00 125 12.79 148 B84 53 1] 0 3 0
wY CASPER 62 30 76 24 48 1 0.09 031 0.09 1.68 76 21 at 79 26 [+] 8 1 1]
CHEYENNE 60 32 73 24 48 1 0.00 0.35 0.00 209 29 246 85 89 23 0 4 0 0
LANDER 62 3 75 29 48 2 0.03 0.49 0.03 4.7 168 547 141 64 23 0 ] 1 0
SHERIDAN 65 32 78 2 49 k] 0.10 -0.34 0.08 3.22 137 an 99 83 35 0 5 2 0

NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete.
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April 20 - 26, 1998

HIGHLIGHTS

Temperatures averaged above normal across most
of the northern half of the Nation, allowing fieldwork
and planting to accelerate. The warm weather also
promoted crop emergence and growth. Planting and
fieldwork also increased in California and the South-

west, where much warmer temperatures replaced
the cooler weather that had prevailed for 3 weeks.
Below-normal temperatures hampered crop

development, and rain delayed fieldwork across
much of the Southeast.

Winter wheat: Winter wheat headed increased to 14 percent,
slightly ahead of the 5-year average. Warm weather continued to
promote rapid development in Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas.
Development was especially advanced in Arkansas, with almost
three quarters of the crop headed. In Kansas, most of the crop was
in the jointing stage, but none had reached the heading stage.
Warm weather also provided excellent growing conditions in the
northern Plains. The soft red winter wheat crop in the eastern
Corn Belt continued to develop ahead of normal as well, with a
small percentage of the crop headed. Fields in southern Texas
were rapidly maturing. Nationally, conditions remained nearly
unchanged, but in northern Texas, rain was needed to prevent
further crop deterioration.

Com: Fifieen percent of the intended corn crop has been planted,
2 percentage points behind this time last year, but equal to the 5-
year average. Excellent planting weather in States along the
fringes of the Corn Belt offset slow progress elsewhere. Above-
normal temperatures and dry conditions allowed farmers in
Minnesota and Kansas to plant at a near record pace. Good
weather also permitted excellent progress in South Dakota,
Nebraska, and Missouri. Planting got underway near midweek
across the heart of the Corn Belt, but progress was slow and
remained behind normal due to rainy weather and continued
muddy field conditions. Planting remained ahead of the 5-year
average in Texas, where planting continued in the High Plains.
Recently planted ficlds were emerging, with good stands, and
remained in good condition despite continued windy, dry weather.

Cotton: Planting progress increased to 15 percent, 5 percentage
points behind this time last year and 7 percentage points behind
the S-year average. Progress was slowed by below-normal
temperatures and rain across parts of the Southeast. In the

southern Plains, warm soil temperatures provided ideal conditions
for planting. Early-planted fields were emerging, with good stands
despite drysoils. Cotton planting in the Southwest remained well
behind normal despite much warmer temperatures that allowed
farmers to substantially accelerate planting. Cotton fields in the
desert areas were squaring and setting bolls.

Rice: Rice farmers advanced their planting to 54 percent of the
intended acreage, 13 percentage points ahead of the 5-year
average. Mississippi growers made excellent progress, nearly
doubling planted acres in spite of rain that delayed fieldwork in
some areas. California growers had not started planting,

Small grains: Aided by excellent weather, farmers made rapid
progress planting small grains. Spring wheat seeded advanced to
36 percent, more than double the normal rate of 15 percent.
Barley planted substantially increased to 33 percent, also well
ahead of the normal pace. Oats seeded advanced to 48 percent of
intended acres, compared with 27 percent normally planted by this
date. Planting progress advanced most in Minnesota and
Wisconsin, but other States made good progress as well. Warm
weather promoted rapid germination of many previously planted
small grains.

Other crops: Sorghum planting advanced slightly to 18 percent,
2 percentage points behind the 5-year average. Progress was
limited to the southern Plains and the Mississippi Delta States.
Peanut planting was slowed by rain and advanced only 2 percent
from the previous week. Rain delayed progress most in Georgia
and South Carolina, where one-fifth of the crop would normally be
planted by this date. Sugar beet planting was ahead of normal
across most of the northern Plains and Rocky Mountain States, and
many early-planted ficlds were emerging.
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Week Ending April 26, 1998

I Winter Wheat Percent Headed | I Cotton Percent Planted | | Oats Percent Planted |

74 47 69 48 AL 27 19 24 A 1A 48 22 77 65
85 60 98 85 | AZ 52 31 74 75 MI 64 *50 63 26
0 0 0 0 AR 2 0 4 8 MN 56 16 22 21 |
68 43 92 79 CA 25 10 87 67 NE 79 38 70 67
0 0 0 0 GA 10 8 12 20 ND 16 2 0 3
1 0 0 0 LA 13 1 9 16 OH 72 64 78 49
5 0 0 0 MS 5 2 9 17 PA 63 50 58 43
0 0 2 1 MO 3 0 3 3 SD 68 28 4 23
0 0 0 0 NM 25 10 57 43 Wi 46 10 35 23
8 1 5 4 NC 9 7 8 11 . G 3 27
0 0 0 0 OK 7 0 0 1 These 9 States produced 57% of
0 0 0 (1] SC 6 4 14 17 last year's oat acreage.
35 20 33 35 N 3 0 3 5
0 0 0 0 D, ¢ 19 16 15 18
0 0 0 0 These 14 States produced 98% of
0 0 0 0 last year's cotton acreage.
39 28 4 35 AR 55 37 42 39
0 Sorghum Percent Planted CA oo 13 4
[ ALL 8 £ N . ——————— VT \ 85 7 70 64
These 19 States produced 91% of | MS 64 35 75 57
last year's winter wheat acreage. X 82 73 23 56
AR a7 31 47 35
| Corn Percent Planted l co 0 0 g g
| IL 0 0 0 0 last year's rice acreage.
KS 0 0 0 0
LA 31 22 48 31
G 7 W | [Ms s s e | | BerleyPercentPlanted |
| GA 77 92 93 MO 2 0 2 4
IL 7 1 33 17 | NE 0 0 0 0
IN 3 () 26 11 NM 0 0 0 1 ID a7 30 42 51
1A 3 0 3 11 OK 4 2 3 4 MN 30 3 2 9
KS 55 12 18 26 SD (1] 0 0 0 MT 38 13 9 23
KY 2 34 29 1o 50 48 48 56 ND 15 1 0 5
Mi 5 0 0 1 : SD 67 26 1 17
MN 26 (1 8 7 These 12 States produced 99% of WA 77 73 43 53
|_MO 30 14 21 28 last year's sorghum acreage. \ 0
NE 12 1 5 10 These 6 States produced 83% of
NC 18 77 00 68 | Spring Wheat Percent Planted | last year's barley acreage.
OH 4 2 34 13
PA 7 *5 7 4 5
SD 8 0 o 1 | Peanuts Percent Planted
X 74 60 60 66 ID 65 4 62 63
wi 4 0 3 2 MN 33 3 1 12
L MT 40 16 9 22 AL 7 (] 1 15
These 17 States produced 90% of ND 23 3 0 6 FL 9 1 13 NA
last year's corn acreage. sD 70 38 2 23 GA 5 2 13 21
% NC 3 1 3 4
These 5 States produced 96% of OK 6 1 0 0
last year's spring wheat acreage. [ sC 2 0 21 20 |
X 1 0 0 2 |
VA 4 1 4 (]
These 8 States produced 99% of
last year's peanut acreage.

(Continued on back cover)
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These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale.
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at
http:/iwww.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf,

ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil 4% short, 60%
adequate, 36% surplus. Low temperatures along with scattered showers
continued to hamper planting conditions for farmers in some areas. Land
preparation for planting corn, cotton, soybeans, peanuts neared
completion. Some peach growers started hand thinning fruit, breaking
clusters. Acreage prepared 75%, 81% 1997, 77% avg. Corn planted
79%, 86% 1997, 77% avg. Wheat headed 65%, 81% 1997, 57% avg.;
1% very poor, 2% poor, 29% fair, 52% good, 16% excellent. Livestock
2% poor, 29% fair, 60% good, 8% excellent.

ARIZONA: Cotton condition was reported as 11% poor, 35% fair, 51%
good, 3% excellent. Lack of continuous warm weather has delayed
planting. Alfalfa harvest increased last week. Harvest activity was
reported as 18% not being harvested, 13% light, 17% moderate, 52%
active. Alfalfa condition was mixed with some areas improving, some
declining. Condition was reported as 3% poor, 15% fair, 54% good, 28%
excellent. Small grains continued to progress from emerged toward
headed. As of April 26, 99% was reported as headed. This compares
with 8% 1997, 97% avg. Small grains 4% poor, 12% fair, 40% good,
44% excellent. Range, pasture feed 8% poor, 24% fair, 54% good, 14%
excellent. Vegetable shipments out of central, western areas slowed last
as the season nears it conclusion. Major vegetables shipped last week
by central area growers included artichokes, broccoli, cabbage, carrots,
cilantro, iceberg, romaine lettuce, mixed greens, parsley, spinach,
turnips. Main vegetables harvested in western areas included broccoli,
cabbage, cauliflower, celery, dry onions, salad savoy, speciality leaf,
spinach. Lettuce shipments included iceberg, leaf, romaine lettuce.
Central, western citrus shipments continued to decrease last week,
Central area groves shipped valencias, grapefruit, while valencias,
lemons were harvested in the west.

ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 28% short,
65% adequate, 7% surplus. Mostly sunny skies, cool weather through
the week. Temperatures and precipitation were below normal. Main
farming activities: Corn, sorghum, rice plantings were in full swing. Rice
fields were being flushed to obtain stands. Herbicides were applied to
rice, corn fields in some counties. Fertilizer was applied to corn fields
in several counties. Cotton, soybean planting preparation continued.
Wheat fields were scouted, treated with fungicides in several counties.
Pastures in several counties were sprayed, fertilized. Some counties
reported that tomatoes were being staked, tied, pruned. Peaches were
being sprayed for disease and/or pest. Livestock were in good condition
statewide. Poultry houses were being cleaned, herd health maintenance
continued.

CALIFORNIA Field activities gained momentum in most areas under
drier conditions, continued warmer weather. Light rains caused some
minor delays in northern counties toward week’s end. Wheat heads
were rapidly developing in most fields, although progress remained three
to four weeks behind normal. Severe lodging in some wheat, barley
fields will cause reduced yields. Seedbed preparations for planting corn,
cotton, safflower were in full swing. Corn, safflower were being planted
in central, southern counties. Cotton planting activity increased as soils
dried in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. Some cotton fields were

replanted due to the poor germination caused by low soil temperatures,

excessive moisture. Desert area cotton fields were squaring, setting
bolls. Rice fields were being prepared for planting in the Sacramento
Valley. Rice planting was expected to begin within the next 2 weeks.
Sugar beets were thinned, hand weeded in the San Joaquin Valley.
Early-seeded sugar beets, corn were growing well. Harvest of Imperial
Valley sugar beets continued. Seed alfalfa was mowed to promote

better seed production. Alfalfa, small grains, Sudan grass, winter
forages were cut for hay or green chopped. Fruit, nut crops were
maturing with the warming weather. Growers were thinning stone fruit.
Some Tulare County stone fruit growers reported heavy losses due to
recent hail storms. Grape growers were applying sulfur for mildew
control. Other vineyard activities were irrigating, thinning of shoots.
Walnuts were in the tassel stage of flowering. Strawberry harvest was
active. Valencia orange harvest was speeding up, as the navel orange
harvest was winding down. Picking was also active in lemons,
grapefruit, tangerines. Vegetable fieldwork increased as fields dried.
Broccoli, caulifiower were harvested in the coastal valley, San Joaquin
Valleys. Head, leaf lettuce harvest was in full swing in central counties.
Late-spring lettuce was weeded, thinned, sprayed to control mildew,
loopers, aphids. Asparagus harvesting continued. Tomatoes were
growing nicely in the southern counties were transplanted in the
Sacramento Valley. Garlic, onions were irrigated, fertilized in Fresno
County. Spring melon harvest progressed in the Imperial, Coachella
Valleys. Sweet corn was harvested in the desert areas. Sweet corn
was planted in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. Previously
planted fields were cultivated to control weeds, irrigated. Ground
preparation was underway for Siskiyou County potatoes. Onions were
planted in the Tulelake-Butte Valley area, harvested in the imperial-
Coachella Valley. Spinach was harvested in Stanisiaus County. Other
crops harvested included potatoes, cilantro, parsley, mushrooms,
carrots, radishes. Pastures, rangeland were in excellent condition.
Warm, sunny weather improved grass growth, encouraged maturing of
early annual forage species. Southern part of the State, at lower
elevations, some grasses were starting to dry despite above-normal soil
moisture. Range animals continued to make good weight gains on
abundant high-quality forage. Beekeepers were moving hives into citrus
groves.

COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 4% very short,
21% short, 71% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 6% very short, 16%
short, 77% adequate, 1% surplus. Generally good weather prevailed
last week. Scattered showers continued to have their slowing effects on
fieldwork. Higher temperatures helped dry out fields to enable farmers
to get back into the fields. Spring barley 70% seeded, 82% 1997, 58%
avg.; 30% emerged, 46% 1997, 26% avg. Oats 50% seeded, 69%
1997, 50% avg.; 28% emerged, 46% 1997, 26% avg. Dry onions 80%
planted, 97% 1997, 76% avg.; 1% poor, 9% fair, 72% good, 18%
excellent. Sugar beets 75% planted, 83% 1997, 81% avg. Summer
potatoes 65% planted, 84% 1997, 61% avg. Spring wheat 42% planted,
69% 1997, 36% avg.; 25% emerged, 29% 1997, 14% avg. Cows 86%
calved, 89% 1997, 87% avg. Ewes 88% lambed, 87% 1997, 86% avg.
Livestock in mostly fair to good condition.

DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Subsoil 80% adequate,
20% surplus. Topsoil 61% adequate, 39% surplus. Winter wheat 1%
very poor, 1% poor, 16% fair, 71% good, 11% excellent; 15% headed,
4% 1997, 1% avg. Barley 1% very poor, 2% poor, 22% fair, 64% good,
11% excellent; 75% headed, 40% 1997, 33% avg. Potatoes 86%
planted, 74% 1997, 66% avg. Green peas 80% planted, 84% 1997,
70% avg. Sweet corn 17% planted, 14% 1997, 17% avg. Cucumbers
12% planted, 3% 1997, 1% avg. Cantaloupes 19% planted, 9% 1997,
2% avg. Snap beans 13% planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Tomatoes 10%
planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Watermelons 18% planted, 8% 1997, 2%
avg. Apples 80% bloomed, 70% 1997, 34% avg. Strawberries 65%
bloomed, 39% 1997, 32% avg. Hay supplies 38% short, 60% adequate,
2% surplus. Pasture feed 6% fair, 83% good, 11% excellent. Activities:
Lots of field preparation work, corn planting continued, cool weather has
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slowed growth of recent plantings. Small grain maturity continues well
ahead of 5-year average.

FLORIDA: Mostly dry conditions prevailed. Daytona Beach, Miami
reported no measurable rain. Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa, Valparaiso
recorded about 0.10 in. or less. West Paim Beach reported 0.35 in.,
with unofficial reports of about 1.00 to 2.00 in. midweek, east coast.
Cold front passing over Peninsula midweek dropped temperatures below
normal levels, with major stations averaging mostly 1 to 3 degrees below
normal. Daytime high temperatures averaged 70's, 80's. Nighttime
lows averaged 50's northern areas; 50's, 60's central localities, 60's
most southern areas. Topsoil moisture in Panhandle adequate.
Peninsula topsoil moisture mostly short to adequate, with scattered
areas very short moisture. Sugarcane growth normal. Corn planting
virtually complete. Starting to plant cotton. Wheat looks good. Field
preparation for spring planted crops active. Peanuts planted 9 percent.
Palmetto-Ruskin growers started picking squash, cherry tomatoes, plum
tomatoes. Watermelon harvesting underway around Immokalee. Dade
County tomato picking nearing end. Major crops shipped during week
include snap beans, blueberries, cabbage, carrots, celery, sweet corn,
cucumbers, eggplant, endive, escarole, lettuce, okra, parsley, peppers,
potatoes, radishes, squash, strawberries, tomatoes. Warm, wet
beginning of week, then cool, dry, windy weather citrus areas. Some
irrigating end of week. Abundant new growth, some post bloom fruit
drop on Navels, Valencias, a few others. Valencia harvest active for
processing, a little fresh use also. Grapefruit still active for both fresh,
processing. Temple harvest over. Honey tangerine movement slowing.
Caretakers cutting cover crops, spraying, fertilizing. Pasture feed very
poor 5%, poor 10%, fair 35%, good 50%. Cattle very poor 5%, poor
5%, fair 40%, good 50%. Pasture condition poor to good, most
pastures needed rain. Ranchers in west-central area cutting pastures,
fertilizing, planting seed. Grass growth, central Peninsula, slowed due
to cool, dry weather. Pastures southwest greening up. Cattle mostly
fair to good condition.

GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Soil moisture 3% short,
54% adequate, 43% surplus. Corn 4% poor, 26% fair, 60% good, 10%
excellent; 70% emerged. Cotton 1% very poor, 7% poor, 56% fair, 34%
good, 2% excellent. Hay 2% poor, 29% fair, 62% good, 7% excellent.
Peanuts 1% very poor, 5% poor, 52% fair, 39% good, 3% excellent.
Sorghum 5% planted, 8% 1997, 16% avg. Soybeans 0% planted, 0%
1997, 1% avg. Tobacco 3% poor, 34% fair, 53% good, 10% excellent;
72% transplanted, 98% 1997, 96% avg. Wheat 88% jointing, 100%
1997, 99% avg.; 82% boat, 98% 1997, 95% avg. Onions 1% poor, 28%
fair, 70% good, 1% excellent; 10% harvested, 49% 1997, 16% avg.
Watermelons 1% very poor, 6% poor, 36% fair, 46% good, 11%
excellent; 84% planted, 92% 1997, 91% avg. Apples 23% fair, 33%
good, 44% excellent; 63% blooming, 99% 1997, 94% avg. Peaches
20% very poor, 17% poor, 20% fair, 23% good, 20% excellent; 0%
harvested, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Pasture feed 3% poor, 22% fair, 62%
good, 13% excellent. Several days of rain in northern two-thirds of State
limited fieidwork. Very little rain extreme south. Some damaging hail in
east-central counties. Wet soils hindered land preparation and corn
planting north. Statewide progress more than week behind normal. Cool
soil temperatures delaying cotton, peanut planting. Both several days
slower than normal. Weekend dry, warmer, fieldwork more active.
Tobacco transplanting good progress, still lags nearly two weeks behind
normal. Wheat development about week behind normal. Condition
improved slightly, aphids detected some fields. Onion harvest nearly
week behind normal, 2 weeks behind last year. Activities: Planting
corn, cotton, peanuts, sorghum. Irrigating vegetables, tobacco.
Preparing land, applying fertilizer, herbicides. Cultivating, nitrogen
applications to tobacco, corn.

HAWAIL. Weather conditions variable, beneficial for agriculture. Mix of
showers, sunny skies most areas. Bush, vine crops recovering from
previous wind damage. Most crops made fair to good progress. Banana
harvesting active, increasing some areas. Papaya trees in improved
condition. Watermelon harvesting increasing. Head cabbage in good to

fair condition. Steady harvesting. Sweet corn harvest to increase.
Cucumber, tomato harvesting steady.

IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 20% surplus, 79%
adequate, 1% short. Calving is 96% complete, lambing 97%.
Temperatures above normal, speeding planting, emergence. Hay,
roughage supply 15% surplus, 70% adequate, 14% short, 1% very
short. Irrigation supply 56% excellent, 44% good. Dry peas planted
40%, 1997 22%, 22 avg.; emerged 15%, 1997 10%, 9% avg. Lentils
planted 21%, 1997 11%, 14% avg. Oats planted 40%, 1997 40%, 35%
avg.; emerged 19%, 1997 14%, 12% avg. Onions planted 96%, 1997
100%, 83% avg.; emerged 39%, 1997 54%, 44% avg. Potatoes planted
17%, 1997 17%, 18% avg. Bariey emerged 19%, 1997 21%, 21% avg.;
jointed 1%. Spring wheat emerged 30%, 1997 33%, 31% avg.; jointed
2%. Winter wheat jointed 32%; booted 2%. Sugar beets planted 819%,
1997 93%, 82% avg.; emerged 21%, 1997 25%, 24% avg. Activities:
Planting potatoes, small grains, dry peas, lentils, onions, sugar beets,
cutting and shipping seed potatoes, branding calves, fencing, field
preparation, fertilizing, weed control, irrigation, preparing machinery.

ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.2. Topsoil 1% short, 53%
adequate, 46% surplus. Comn planting was accomplished in some areas
of the central, west southwest districts late last week as soils dried
enough to allow farmers into their fields. Only very spotty planting in the
driest fields occurred elsewhere in the State due to the intermittent rain
on aready soggy soils. Airplanes, ATV's were being used last week to
apply nitrogen to the wheat crop, where excessive soil moisture
prevented any other type of application. Wheat growth is reportedly 1
to 2 weeks ahead of normal. Activities last week included planting of
corn, oats with a field or two of soybeans being planted, applying
fertilizer, chemicals, just waiting for the fields to dry. Oats 69% planted,
83% 1997, 70% avg. Alfaifa hay 1% very poor, 1% poor, 10% fair, 68%
good, 20% excelient. Pasture feed 1% poor, 14% fair, 66% good, 19%
excelient.

INDIANA:  Days suitable for fieldwork 1.8. Topsoil 1% short, 52%
adequate, 47% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 58% adequate, 41% surplus.
Farmers took advantage of dry weather late in the week before showers
on 25th delayed activities once again. Farmers were able to return to
the field on 26th in many areas as rainfall amounts were light. Winter
wheat 86% jointed, 48% 1997, 39% avg. Range, pasture feed 2% poor,
189% fair, 54% good, 26% excellent. Activities: Planting corn, soybeans,
spreading fertilizer, applying burn-down herbicide, field preparation,
caring for livestock.

IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.6. Wet conditions continued to
hold up fieldwork in many sections of the State. Producers would like to
see 5 to 7 days of dry weather so planting can begin in earnest. Topsoil
moisture adequate 51%, surplus 49%. Subsoil moisture short 1%,
adequate 53%, surplus 46%. 1998 row crops primary seedbed
preparation completed (includes fall tillage) 69%, 62% 1997, 60% avg;
fertilizer application completed (includes fall application) 63%, 69%
1997, 64% avg. Corn planted 3%, 3% 1996, 11% avg. Oats planted
48%, 77% 1997, 65% avg.; emerged 6%, 14% 1996, 23% avg. Winter
wheat 2% poor, 33% fair, 54% good, 11% excellent. Pasture feed 5%
poor, 25% fair, 56% good, 14% excellent. Except for the west-central,
southwestern sections of the State, damp, humid conditions still causing
problems for livestock. Some calves dying from scours.

KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 12% short, 85%
adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 92% adequate, 5% surplus.
Wheat jointing 88%, 71% 1997, 68% avg. Wheat wind damage 1%
moderate, 8% light, 91% none. Wheat freeze damage 2% moderate,
10% light, 88% none. Oats seeded 99%, 100% 1997, 93% avg.
Damage from last week's below-freezing temperatures was limited.
Warm, dry conditions allowed corn planting to make good progress.
Insect, disease infestations were reported as minimal. Major field
activities were seedbed preparation, applying fertilizer, planting corn.
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Pasture feed 3% poor, 16% fair, 66% good, 15% excellent. Major
livestock activities included: Calving, lambing, moving cattle to summer
pasture. Burning of pastures continue.

KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.9. Topsoil 42% adequate,
58% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 55% adequate, 44% surplus. Cooler
temperatures dominated the first half of the week with a slight warm up
for the weekend. Above-average rainfall from the previous week along
with average rainfall this week resulted in few days suitable for fieldwork
across the State. Corn acres planted this spring have emerged 18%.
Tobacco plant size in beds was 71% less than 2 inches, 22% 210 4 in,,
7% larger than 4 in. About 69% of the tobacco plants will come from
floatbeds, greenhouses, while 31% will come from conventional beds.
Winter wheat 3% very poor, 9% poor, 41% fair, 41% good, 6%
excellent. About 30% of the wheat crop has headed or is heading.
Pasture feed 3% poor, 22% fair, 53% good, 10% excellent. Alfalfa
harvest is expected to start about May 12.

LOUISIANA:  Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Soil moisture 1% very
short, 26% short, 71% adequate, 2% surplus. Corn 2% poor, 21% fair,
72% good, 5% excellent; 99% emerged, 98% 1997, 89% avg. Cotton
1% emerged, 1% 1997, 7% avg. Cotton planting gained momentum.
Hay 11% 1st cutting, 9% 1997, 7% avg. Rice 1% poor, 44% fair, 50%
good, 5% excellent; 67% emerged, 53% 1997, 49% avg. Rice
producers continued planting, herbicide, applications, fertilization.
Sorghum 15% emerged, 37% 1997, 19% avg. Grain sorghum planting
continued. Soybeans 10% planted, 8% 1997, 4% avg.; 3% emerged,
0% 1997, 0% avg. Spring plowing 95% plowing, 74% 1997, 81% avg.
Sugarcane 2% poor, 15% fair, 60% good, 23% excellent. Sweet
potatoes 2% planted, 2% 1997, 1% avg. Wheat 4% very poor, 6%
poor, 42% fair, 45% good, 3% excellent; 99% headed, 86% 1997, 87%
avg.; 37% turning color, 15% 1997, 12% avg. Livestock 5% poor, 29%
fair, 58% good, 8% excellent. Vegetables 4% poor, 28% fair, 60% good,
8% excellent. Pasture feed 4% poor, 32% fair, 58% good, 6% excellent.

MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Subsoil 1% short, 85%
adequate, 14% surplus. Topsoil 83% adequate, 17% surplus. Winter
wheat 2% very poor, 6% poor, 23% fair, 41% good, 28% excellent; 16%
headed, 5% 1997, 2% avg. Barley 2% very poor, 5% poor, 17% fair,
47% good, 29% excellent; 80% headed, 26% 1997, 24% avg. Rye 1%
poor, 10% fair, 70% good, 19% excellent; 48% headed, 32% 1997, 18%
avg. Field corn 21% planted, 13% 1997, 14% avg. Sweet corn 25%
planted, 25% 1997, 21% avg. Green peas 83% planted, 78% 1997,
67% avg. Tomatoes 40% planted, 19% 1997, 23% avg. Cantaloupes
9% planted, 8% 1997, 14% avg. Watermelons 8% planted, 4% 1997,
7% avg. Snap beans 6% planted, 7% 1997, 12% avg. Apples 80%
bloomed, 61% 1997, 32% avg. Strawberries 58% bloomed, 40% 1997,
36% avg. Pasture feed 3% poor, 12% fair, 62% good, 23% excellent.
Hay supplies 18% very short, 41% short, 41% adequate. Activities:
Lots of field preparation work, corn planting continued, cool weather has
slowed growth of recent plantings. Small grain maturity continues well
ahead of 5-year average.

MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Warm, dry weather
allowed fieldwork across most the State. Topsoil 1% very short, 12%
short, 77% adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 10% short,
74% adequate, 15% surplus. Planting of oats, barley, sugar beets were
well underway during the relatively dry week. Barley planted 68%, 34%
1997, 14% avg. Sugar beets 65% planted. Early-planted sugar beets
were starting to emerge. Corn, soybean planting started in southern
areas, with some concemn for moisture needed for germination. Hay was
also coming out of the winter in good condition, with only a minimal
freeze damage. Asparagus harvest in the southwest began last week.
Carrot planting was underway in central areas. Sweet corn planting in
the Southwest began last weekend. Cucumber planting in the
southwest started late last week, while pea planting in central areas
continued. Fruit development was 10 to 14 days ahead of normal.
Growers were busy planting trees. Apples were in the pink stage in the
Grand Rapids area Concord grapes were at bud burst in the

southwest. Sweet cherries began blooming, while tart cherries were
mostly in open cluster. Sweets, tarts suffered considerable frost
damage in early March in the southwest. Blueberries were in late pink
bud.

MINNESOTA:  Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 1% very short,
6% short, 83% adequate, 10% surplus. Sunny weather helped dry,
warm soils. Most rapid progress of fieldwork in April since 1984. Corn
51% ground prepared, 20% 1997, 16% avg.; 26% planted, 8% 1997,
7% avg. Soybeans 11% ground prepared, 3% 1997, 2% avg. Spring
wheat 33% planted, 1% 1997, 12% avg.;0% emerged, 0% 1997, 1%
avg. Oats 56% planted, 22% 1997, 21% avg.; 5% emerged, 0% 1997,
3% avg. Barley 30% planted, 2% 1997, 9% avg.; 0% emerged,
0%1997, 0% avg. Sugar beets 56% planted, 5% 1997, 9% avg. Green
peas 32% planted, 12% 1997, 11% avg. Potatoes 23% planted, 9%
1997, 6% avg. Sweet corn 3% planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Winter
wheat 2% poor, 36% fair, 31% good, 31% excellent. Alfalfa 2% very
poor, 9% poor, 30% fair, 50% good, 9% excellent. Alfalfa damage from
winterkill is now thought to be minor. Rye 1% poor, 48% fair, 44% good,
7% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 11% poor, 30% fair, 49%
good, 8% excellent.

MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Soil moisture 6% short,
69% adequate, 25% surplus; corn 82% planted, 95% 1997, 82% avg.;
69% emerged, 75% 1997, 60% avg.; 4% poor, 24% fair, 60% good,
12% excellent. Rice 64% planted, 75% 1997, 5§7% avg.; 20% emerged,
10% 1997, 27% avg.; 36% fair, 60% good, 4% excellent. S

22% planted, 21% 1997, 16% avg. Peanuts 2% planted, 5% 1997, 20%
avg. Wheat 91% jointed, 100% 1997, 97% avg.; 63% heading, 88%
1997, 62% avg.; 2% very poor, 5% poor, 37% fair, 53% good, 3%
excellent. Watermelons 30% planted, 79% 1997, 65% avg.; 3% poor,
8% fair, 52% good, 37% excellent. Blueberries 4% very poor, 15% poor,
34% fair, 36% good, 11 excellent. Cattle 3% poor, 26% fair, 57% good,
14% excellent. Pasture feed 5% poor, 24% fair, 58% good, 13%
excellent. Activities: Planting corn, rice, sorghum, soybeans. Rain
delayed fieldwork in some areas of the State, cool temperatures during
last week hampered crop growth.

MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 1% short, 46%
adequate, 53% surplus. A few days of warm, sunny weather enabled
farmers in many areas to move ahead with fieldwork. Corn planting
most advanced in southeastern district at 81%, while the north-central
at 9% and northeast at 2% are least advanced. Wheat heading is most
advanced in the southeast district at 27%, other areas just beginning.
About one-third of wheat in southeast rated in poor condition, other
areas mostly fair to good. Oats sown 69%, 85% 1997, 78% avg.
Ground tilled for spring crops 60%, 67% 1997, 67% avg. Precipitation
for the past week averaged 0.36 in. for the State, ranging from 1.23 in.
in the southwest district to 0.50 in. or less in all other districts. Pasture
feed 3% poor, 23% fair, 63% good, 11% excellent

MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 2% very short,
24% short, 69% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 8% very short, 32%
short, 56% adequate, 4% surplus. Fieldwork in progress 11% none,
18% just started, 71% well underway. Winter wheat wind damage 1%
heavy, 13% moderate, 52% light, 34% none. Freeze, drought damage
1o winter wheat 6% heavy, 10% moderate, 50% light, 34% none. Oats
planted 22%,4% 1997, 14% avg. Corn planted 10%, 2% 1997, 10%
avg. Corn emerged 2%, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Sugar beets planted 81%,
22% 1997, 36% avg. Sugar beets emerged 24%, 0% 1997, 4% avg.
Potatoes pianted 8%, 0% 1997, 2% avg. Calving is 89% complete and
lambing is 76% complete. Caitle moved to summer ranges 16%, sheep
moved 12%.

NEBRASKA: Day suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 1% very short,
11% short, 82% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 8%
short, 85% adequate, 6% surplus. Fieldwork activities were in full swing
last week, with corn producers making excellent planting progress.
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Moisture supplies in southwestern counties were beginning to become
a concern with wheat fields, pastures needing rain to promote growth.
Winter wheat 1% very poor, 6% poor, 22% fair, 59% good, 12%
excellent; 14% jointed, 5% 1997, 14% avg.; army cutworms Panhandle,
southwestern counties. Corn 12% planted, 5% 1997, 10% avg. Oats
79% seeded, 70% 1997, 67% avg. Alfalfa 2% poor, 22% fair, 63%
good, 13% excellent; army cutworms in many portions of the State.
Pasture feed 5% poor, 24% fair, 65% good, 6% excellent. Calving 92%
complete; calf losses mostly average. However, eastern counties
indicated above-normal calf losses due to wet, cold conditions.
Activities: Oats seeding, spring tillage, fertilizer application, equipment
preparation, grain marketing, livestock care.

NEVADA:  Fieldwork increased as spring weather became more
prevalent. Soil moisture and irrigation water supplies excellent most
areas. Snowpack remains much above normal most areas. Irrigation
underway western Nevada. Spring grain planting continued. Pastures
were being dragged and fertilizer applied. Calving and lambing well
along. Branding and shearing underway. Main farm, ranch activities:
Field preparation, fertilizing, planting, working livestock, shearing.

NEW ENGLAND: Most areas in State received 1 to 1.5 in. of rain.
Average temperatures prevailed over the past week. Greenhouse
workers preparing vegetable plants for transplant. Pastures greening
up. Apples, peaches, pears, strawberries, cranberries, blueberries vary
in development from dormant to bud stage. Major farm activities:
Plowing, fertilizing fields, also liming well drained soils; caring for
livestock. Application of dormant oils, pre-emergence herbicides to fruit
crops.

NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Farmers are busy
tiling, spreading fertilizer, implementing pest control measures, planting,
harvesting. Farmers are planting snap beans, sweet corn, endive,
escarole, tomatoes. Harvesting of asparagus, arugula, radishes, kale,
parsley, cilantro, spinach, leeks occurring. Light, limited harvest of
Boston lettuce reported in southern areas. Peaches are in the shuck
split stage. Some pruning of apple and peach trees reported. Apples
are in the petal fall stage. Blueberries, strawberries are blooming.
Wheat heading up. Farmers are finishing up their pianting of potatoes,
starting to plant field corn. Pastures are in good condition.

NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 11% very
short 27% short 61% adequate, 1% surplus. Most of week was dry,
warm. Northern, central areas was hit with intense late-winter storm at
end of week that brought some heavy precipitation, much coider
weather. Winter wheat condition remained stable at 8% poor, 34% fair,
55% good, 3% excellent; 9% headed, 4% 1997, 10% avg. Cotton
planting continued to lag behind normal, with 25% planted, 57% 1997,
43% avy.; 45% fair, 55% good. Corn 12% fair, 83% good, 5% excellent;
35% planted, 33% 1997, 24% avg. First cutting of alfaifa has started in
extreme south, with condition 2% poor, 36% fair, 41% good, 21%
excellent. Chile planting was 95% completed; condition 2% fair, 18%
fair, 63% good, 17% excellent. Lettuce, onion conditions were good to
excellent. Cattle, sheep were mostly in fair to good condition. Pasture,
range feed 1% very poor, 11% poor, 36% fair, 48% good, 4% excellent.

NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Soil moisture 4% short,
65% adequate, 31% surplus. Pasture feed 2% poor, 26% fair, 41%
good, 31% excellent. Oats 39% seeded, 13% 1997, 18% avg. Wheat
13% fair, 74% good, 13% excellent. Corn planting to begin week of
26th. Fruit growers busy with pre-bloom activities. Apple development
10-14 days ahead of normal, no apparent winter damage. Peaches,
sweet cherries in full bioom. Long Island grapes development will ahead
of usual. Winter damage in Finger Lakes vineyards minimal. Onion
planting well along. Favorable weather permitted an early start.
Strawberries in good condition, mulch being removed. Land being
prepared for planting. Pastures greening. Short feed supplies causing
cattle to be put on pasture earlier than usual. Fences damaged by

northern ice storm still under repair. This is causing delay in putting
cattle out 1o pasture.

NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4. More rainfall
continued to slow farmer’s planting and land preparation activities. Soil
moisture 48% adequate, 52% surplus. Activities included: Planting
corn, cotton, peanuts, sorghum, soybeans; transplanting flue-cured
tobacco; preparing and tending tobacco beds; tending livestock;
repairing equipment.

NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Seedings of small
grains, sugar beets accelerated through the majority of the week as a
result of warm, sunny weather. Canola, dry edible pea seedings
continued for the week. Corn planting had begun in the southeast
district. Statewide, operators were busy applying anhydrous, spreading
granular herbicides, performing tillage operations, picking rocks.
Producers were also busy lining up spring supplies, cleaning grain,
preparing equipment for this year's planting season. Favorable weather
conditions allowed producers to actively plant in most areas of the State.
Durum wheat 3% planted, 1% 1997, 2% avg. Sugar beets 48% planted,
3% 1997, 12% avg. Most livestock were in good condition as calving,
lambing seasons wound down. Calving was 86% complete, while
lambing was 84% complete. Cattle 15% fair, 77% good, 8% excellent.
Calves 1% poor, 16% fair, 74% good, 9% excellent. Sheep 2% poor,
12% fair, 76% good, 10% excellent. Lambs 2% poor, 10% fair, 78%
good, 10% excellent. Supplemental feeds were fed to 74% of the cattle,
79% of the sheep. Hay, roughage supplies were 1% very short, 5%
short, 89% adequate, 5% surplus. Grain concentrates were 3% short,
92% adequate, 5% surplus. Pastures were still 38% dormant but 92%
were open for grazing.

OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.9. Topsoil 45% adequate, 55%
surplus. Corn planted behind 1997 and average. Soybeans planted
behind 1997 and average. Winter wheat 65% jointed, 20% 1997, 17%
avg. Oats planted 6 percentage points behind 1997, 23 percentage
points above average; 39% emerged, 35% 1997, 20% avg. Potatoes
23% planted, 25% 1997, 14% avg. Tobacco beds 94% seeded, 68%
plants up. Apples 96% green tip, 66% full bloom; peaches 88% full
bloom. Winter wheat 1% poor, 12% fair, 53% good, 34% excellent.
Hay 1% poor, 13% fair, 54% good, 32% excellent. Pasture feed 2%
poor, 14% fair, 53% good, 31% excellent. Apples 1% poor, 17% fair,
59% good, 23% excellent. Peaches 3% poor, 19% fair, 59% good, 19%
excellent.  Activities: applying fertilizer, anhydrous ammonia, top
dressing winter wheat, spreading lime, hauling manure; applying pre-
emergence herbicides; pruning fruit trees; spraying fruit trees; plowing,
discing, chiseling; plowing tobacco patches, seeding tobacco beds;
seeding alfalfa, pastures; repairing, preparing machinery for planting;
repairing, building new fences; fixing buildings; repairing tile; moving
cattle onto pastures; buying seed; selling last year’s grain; cutting hay;
side dressing cabbage, planting sweet corn, setting tomatoes.

OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 1% very short,
26% short, 58% adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil 8% short, 84%
adequate, 8% surplus. Weekend rainfall promoted wheat growth,
development. Wheat 100% jointing, 100% 1997, 93% avg. Oats 75%
jointing, 68% 1997, 56% avg.; 40% heading, 23% 1997, 13% avg. Corn
99% seedbed prepared, 99% 1997, 96% avg.; 60% planted, 20% 1997,
45% avg.; 18% up-to-stand, 14% 1997, 20% avg. Sorghum 27%
seedbed prepared, 33% 1997, 38% avg. Soybeans 58% seedbed
prepared, 66% 1997, 54% avg.; 15% planted, 14% 1997, 14% avg.; 5%
up-to-stand, 5% 1997, 4% avg. Peanuts 65% seedbed prepared, 49%
1997, 61% avg.. Cotton 75% seedbed prepared, 67% 1997, 67% avg.
Alfalfa hay 24% 1st cutting, 4% 1997, 9% avg. Other hay 5% 1st
cutting, 0% 1997, 10% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 18% fair, 77% good,
4% excellent.

OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 1% short, 84%
adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 84% adequate, 15% surplus.
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Winter wheat 9% fair, 69% good, 22% excellent. Range, pasture feed
9% fair, 80% good, 11% excellent. Barley planted 75%, 77% 1997,
63% avg. Spring wheat planted 89%. Activities: Eastern field crop
fertilizing, grain planting continued. Spring wheat, barley planting
continued. Freezing temperatures caused damage on early-seeded,
emerged spring barley. Willamette Valley spring wheat, barley planting
continued, alfalfa seeding underway. Mint being flamed in mid-valley
areas. Grass seed beginning to head, crimson clover started to bloom.
Nurseries, greenhouses very busy with spring activities, over the peak
period. Christmas tree spraying about finished with buds ready to burst
open. Nurseries reported shortage of trucks for shipping because of
early season. Potato, onion planting in full swing in most eastern areas.
Malheur County sweet corn planting started, asparagus harvest
underway in northeast. Early rhubarb harvest continued in North
Willamette Valley. Broccoli, early beans, other truck crops planting
underway. Cannery crops, onion field preparations continued.
Willamette Valley apples, cherries, early blueberries, strawberries,
caneberries blooming. Warmer weather brought more pollination.
Hazelnut trees leafing out. Rogue River Valley pear, peach, cherry
bloom continued. Berries leafing out. Hood River Valley pear bloom
near completion in lower valley, beginning in upper valley. Apple bloom
beginning in lower valley. Wasco County cherry bloom completed,
apples in full bloom in Milton-Freewater. Livestock condition fair to
excellent. Supplemental feeding continued. Cattle movement to spring
pastures, ranges underway, but generally pastures too wet. Cooler-
than-normal weather means grass growth behind normal in Malheur,
surrounding counties.

PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Soil moisture 1%
very short, 2% short, 79% adequate, 18% surplus. Fair week for
fieldwork. Spring plowing 64% complete, 61% 1997, 39% avg. Corn
planted 7% complete, 7% 1997, 4% avg. Soybeans planted 0%
complete, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Oats planted 63% complete, 58% 1997,
43% avy. Potatoes planted 18% complete, 11% 1987, 12% avg. Barley
58% heading or headed, 4% 1997, 3% avg. Oats 2% poor, 10% fair,
78% good, 10% excellent. Aifalfa and alfaifa mixtures stand 2% poor,
10% fair, 65% good, 23% excellent. Timothy clover stand 1% very poor,
4% poor, 14% fair, 67% good, 14% excellent. Peaches 95% pink, 63%
1997, 42% avg., 88% full bloom or past, 38% 1997, 19% avg. Cherries
100% pink, 58% 1997, 38% avg.; 100% full bioom or past, 33% 1997,
20% avg. Apples 80% pink, 53% 1997, 24% avg.; 60% full bloom or
past, 19% 1997, 7% avg. Activities: Planting small grains; spreading
lime; plowing fields; discing, chopping corn stalks; machinery
maintenance; hauling manure; caring for livestock.

SOUTH CAROLINA:  Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Soil moisture
5% short, 59% adequate, 36% surplus. Apples 4% blooming, 74%
1997; 100% good. Barley 39% headed, 77% 1997, 24% avg.; 1% poor,
24% fair, 39% good, 36% excellent. Cantaloupes 85% planted, 94%
1997, 81% avg.; 15% poor, 19% fair, 61% good, 5% excellent. Corn
90% planted, 96% 1997, 93% avg.; 70% emerged; 2% very poor, 3%
poor, 20% fair, 71% good, 4% excellent. Cucumbers 64% planted, 95%
1897, 76% avg.; 8% poor, 65% fair, 27% good. Hay 21% harvested,
37% 1997, 28% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 20% fair, 67% good, 10%
excellent. Oats 68% headed, 93% 1997, 70% avg.; 1% very poor, 3%
poor, 25% fair, 60% good, 11% excellent. Peaches 3% very poor, 7%
poor, 15% fair, 51% good, 24% excellent. Rye 80% headed, 87% 1997,
30% avg.; 5% turned color, 20% 1997, 13% avg.; 1% very poor, 5%
poor, 33% fair, 54% good, 7% excellent. Snapbeans 61% planted, 77%
1997, 61% avg., 2% poor, 38% fair, 58% good, 2% excellent. Sorghum
13% planted, 26% 1997, 11% avg.; 10% poor, 45% fair, 45% good.
Tobacco 84% transplanted, 84% 1997, 75% avg.; 5% poor, 25% fair,
65% good, 5% excellent. Tomatoes 75% planted, 85% 1997, 90% avg.:
11% good, 89% excellent. Watermelons 89% planted, 98%1997, 85%
avg.; 3% very poor, 4% poor, 34% fair, 51% good, 8% excellent. Winter
wheat 66% headed, 88% 1997, 65% avg.; 2% very poor, 11% poor,
38% fair, 39% good, 10% excellent.

SOUTH DAKOTA:  Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 2% very
short, 11% short, 75% adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 5% short, 76%
adequate, 19% surplus. Major activities: Seeding small grains, tiflage
for row crop planting, calving, lambing, general maintenance. Small
grain seeding is well ahead of the 5-year average. However, seeding in
4 out of the last 5 years has been late. Winter wheat 1% poor, 8% fair,
62% good, 29% excellent. Spring wheat 2% poor, 19% fair, 65% good,
14% excellent. Alfalfa 2% poor, 16% fair, 65% good, 17% excellent.
Livestock 1% poor, 6% fair, 68% good, 25% excellent. Lambing 83%
complete, 74% 19897; calving 77% complete 72% 1997. Producers
have moved 29% of the cattle to pasture. Feed supplies 1% very short,
4% short, 81% adequate, 14% surplus. Stock water supplies 1% short,
82% adequate, 17% surplus. Range, pasture feed 2% poor, 21% fair,
60% good, 17% excellent.

TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 45 %
adequate, 55 % surplus. Subsoil 54% adequate, 46% surplus. Corn
59% planted, 62% 1997, 54% avg.; 29% emerged. Tobacco 92%
plants up, 94% 1997, 87% avg. Wheat 2% very poor, 8% poor, 34%
fair, 47% good, 9% excellent; 45% headed, 37% 1997, 29% avg. Alfalfa
5% poor, 24% fair, 55% good, 16% excellent. Pastures 1% very poor,
4% poor, 20% fair, 55% good, 20% excellent. Crop progress, planting
was slowed to a near-normal pace as showers, cloudy conditions, cool
temperatures continued last week. Past 2 weeks have provided crops
with good moisture in most areas, yet the conditions have also pushed
farmers out of the fields. Overall, farming activities remain at a pace
slightly ahead of normal. ~Activities: Planting corn, cotton, applying
fertilizers, pesticides to wheat, hay, pastures.

TEXAS: Warm, windy, mostly dry conditions prevailed across State
for week. Scattered showers provided minimal benefit few areas very
early week. Warm daytime temperatures provided good conditions for
soil temperatures to rise. Windy conditions further depleted soil
moisture many areas. The open conditions allowed fieldwork to
progress all week without much delay. Livestock conditions remained
good; however, fly, lice continued to cause problems some herds.

Crops: Corn planting activity rapidly moved ahead High Plains under
open conditions. Fields emerging to good stands during week. Irrigation
activity remained steady as windy conditions dried soils. Fields in most
other areas continued to make good growth, look good despite drying
conditions in some areas. Cultivation, pesticide applications occurred
as winds died down late week Coastal Bend. 56% emerged. Corn 83%
normal, compared with 73% 1997. Cotton: Pre watering activity
continued in Plains as planting time neared. Soil temperatures nearing
optimum levels for planting to begin as daytime temperatures climbed.
Planting increased Blacklands, with some early fields emerging good
stands. Fields made good progress along Upper Coast, Coastal Bend.
Grain Sorghum: Land preparation winding down Plains as planting time
neared. Planting continued north-central areas; however, emergence-
has been slowed by drying conditions. Growth good Blackiands, Central
despite drying winds. Producers completed some cultivation, chemical
applications in Coastal Bend. Grain sorghum 77% normal, 78% 1997,
Peanut land preparations continued in many areas without delay during
week. Planting should begin soon central, southern areas. Rice
planting winding down along Upper Coast. Emerged fields flooded
during week., with 56% emerged, 5% 1997, 32% avg. Rice 82%
normal, 78% 1997. Soybean land preparation continued in the Plains,
while planting activity increased Blacklands. Planting continued along
Upper Coast, with early fields emerging to good stands, with 50%
planted, 28% 1997, 256% avg. Small grains: Producers continued to
irrigate fields in the High Plains as soils further dried out by windy
conditions. Dryland fields need a good rain. Fields beginning to head.
Many fields baled, grazed out north-central areas because declining
conditions, low prices. Fields in Blacklands, central need a good rain to
fill out heads. Fields in the south rapidly turning color as harvest time
neared. Wheat 39% headed, 41% 1997, 35% avg. Other crops:
Sunflowers 5% planted, 6% 1997, 4% avg.

j : Rio Grande Valley, harvest activity
continued without delfay during week. Quality of onion crop remained
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good. San Antonio- Winter Garden, drying conditions increased need
for irrigation. Harvest activity continued during week. East, sweet
potato planting continued. Most vegetables made good progress despite
drying conditions. High Plains, potatoes, onions made good progress
during week. Trans Pecos, cantaloups, chili peppers continued to show
good emergence. Pecans: Producers increased zinc applications during
week under open conditions. Winds early week hampered activity.
Trees in most areas showed good progress, with many now blooming.
Rain needed most areas. Peaches: The Hill Country crop continued to
show good progress, with only light disease, insect problems reported.
Producers continued to thin crop in many orchards. East producers
reported good progress of fruit that survived late freeze.

Range and Livestock: Rainfall needed most areas for improvement of
warm-season grasses continue. Haying activity increased, fertilizing
activity continued in some pastures. Lice, flies continued to cause
problems to cattle.

UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil 3% short, 85%
adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 64% adequate, 34% surplus.
Pasture feed, range 4% poor, 28% fair, 53% good, 9% excellent. Cattle,
calves 1% poor, 21% fair, 71% good, 7% excellent. Sheep 1% poor,
21% fair, 65% good, 13% excellent. Spring wheat 90% planted, 82%
1997, 81% avg.; emerged 48%, 49% 1997, 50% avg. Barley 80%
planted, 83% 1997, 79% avg.; emerged 43%, 51% 1997, 50% avg.
Oats 39% planted, 45% 1997, 47% avg.; emerged 16%, 18% 1997,
24% avg. Corn 1% planted, 12% 1997, 18% avg. Potatoes planted
3%, 14% 1897. Alfalfa height 5 inches, 5 inches 1997. Apples full
bloom or past 5%, 5% 1997, 9% avg. Peaches full bloom or past 95%,
92% 1997. Pears full bloom or past 19%, 29% 1997. Sweet cherries
full bloom or past 88%, 46% 1997. Tart cherries full bloom or past 11%,
9% 1997. Cows calved 90%, 85% 1997, 87% avg. Ewes lambed on
farm 93%, 86% 1997, 89% avg.; on range 70%, 49% 1997, 64% avg.
Sheep sheared on farm 88%, 87% 1997, 87% avg; on range 73%, 72%
1997, 72% avg. Major farm, ranch activities were: Ground preparation,
planting small grains, branding or marking livestock.

VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 74% adequate,
26% surplus. Subsoil 72% adequate, 28% surplus. Corn 30% planted,
24% 1997, 28% avg.; 9% emerged. Cotton 4% planted, 6% 1997, 18%
avg. Peanuts 4% planted, 4% 1997, 6% avg. Tobacco greenhouses
7% fair, 46% good, 47% excellent. Tobacco plantbeds 5% poor, 11%
fair, 56% good, 28% excelient. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 6% poor,
21% fair, 53% good, 19% excellent. Barley 1% very poor, 4% poor,
20% fair, 56% good, 19% excellent. Summer potatoes 99% planted,
100% 1997, 96% avg. Apples 7% fair, 65% good, 28% excellent.
Peaches 25% fair, 72% good, 3% excellent. Pasture feed 1% poor,
12% fair, 65% good, 22% excellent. Alfaifa 1% poor, 8% fair, 67%
good, 24% excellent. Other hay 1% poor, 15% fair, 66% good, 18%
excellent. Cool soil temperatures, wet conditions continue to delay
cotton, peanut planting, while other producers were able to make good
planting progress during the brief period of open weather. Barley, rye
silage harvest is in full swing. Small grains that wili be harvested for
grain are nearly 2 weeks ahead of schedule in some localities.
Producers continue to scout, treat small grains for cereal leaf beatles as
well as powdery mildew. Producers are optimistic of a good hay crop
this year based on initial cuttings. Alfalfa remains in mostly good to
excellent condition despite some alfalfa weevil, weed control problems.
Pastures, livestock were mostly in good to excellent condition as
livestock are on full grazing. Apples were in mostly good to excellent
condition, with good fruit set. Some localities are now reporting possible
peach damage from the mid-March frost. Other farming activities
included vegetable planting in drier localities, land preparation for
tobacco, bedding sweet potatoes, fruit thinning.

WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 5% short;
75% adequate, 20% surplus. Subsoil 5% short, 90% adequate, 5%
surplus. Field activity continued statewide. Winter wheat, dryland 10%
fair, 70% good, 20% excellent; irrigated 20% good, 80% excellent.
Spring wheat 85% planted, 64% 1997, 63% avg.; 57% emerged, 41%

1897, 42% avg. Spring wheat, dryland 30% fair, 70% good; irrigated
15% good, 85% excellent. Barley 77% planted, 43% 1997, 53% avg.;
39% emerged, 25% 1997, 32% avg. Planting of spring cereal grains
were projected to be complete 1 to 2 weeks ahead of normal.
Emergence was helped along by warmer, drier weather. Potatoes 55%
planted, 74% 19897, 61% avg.; 26% emerged, 26% 1997, 18% avq.
Hay, other roughage supplies, 5% short, 75% adequate, 25% surplus.
Range, pasture feed 5% fair, 70% good, 25% excellent. Dairy farmers
continued green chop operations. Pastures excellent condition. Hay
supplies were in surplus. Apple trees bloomed. Orchardists thinned
heavy bloom loads. Proposed apple maggot quarantines were
announced in one western county. Frost control was discontinued for
the most part. Vegetable planting continued. Asparagus harvest picked
up with warmer weather.

WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 1% short,

85% adequate, 14% surplus. Open weather conditions allowed farmers
to make good progress planting and preparing fields for planting. Wheat
4% fair, 67% good, 29% excellent; Wheat headed 4%, 0% 1997. Apple
74% fair, 26% good. Peach 82% fair, 18% good. Hay 8% poor, 30%
fair, 54% good, 8% excellent. Intended acreage prepared for spring
planting 53%, 64% 1997, 56% avg. Corn planted 10%, 8% 1997, 16%
avg. Oats planted 29%, 64% 1997, 63% avg.; emerged 15%, 20%
1997, 29% avg. Tobacco beds seeded 81%, 98% 1997, 91% avg.
Tobacco beds emerged 48%, 70% 1997, 64% avg. Cattle 1% poor,
18% fair, 73% good, 8% excellent; 89% calved. Sheep 16% fair, 79%
good, 5% excellent; 90% lambed. Hay, roughage supplies 2% very
short, 7% short, 88% adequate, 3% surplus. Feed grain supplies 1%
very short, 2% short, 97% adequate. Activities: Field preparation,
planting corn, oats, seeding tobacco beds; calving, lambing, grass
seeding of pastures, meadows, general maintenance.

WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Soil moisture 4% short,
73% adequate, 23% surplus. Spring tillage 30% complete, 29% 1997,
10% avg. Damage to alfalfa appears minimal this year. Alfalfa freeze
damage 70% none, 26% light, 3% moderate, 1% severe. Pasture feed
4% poor, 24% fair, 52% good, 20% excellent. Marathon County,
ginseng growers were busy in their gardens. Potato, pea piantings were
underway in the west-central, central districts. Most areas of the State,
tart cherry, apple trees will be in bloom at least 14 days ahead of normal.
Growers hope there is no early-May frost.

WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 15% short, 81%
adequate, 4% surpius. Subsoil moisture 18% short, 75% adequate, 7%
short, Winter wheat 9% fair, 54% good, 37% excellent. Barley seeded
69%, 76% 1997, 73% avg. Oats seeded 30%, 33% 1997, 39% avg.
Spring wheat seeded 54%, 37% 1997, 36% avg. Sugar beets planted
63%, 77% 1997, 68% avg. Corn planted 1%, 9% 1997, 9% avg.
Irrigation water supplies 3% short, 95% adequate, 2% surplus. Range,
pasture feed 1% poor, 25% fair, 61% good, 13% excellent. Spring
calves born 87%, 88% 1997, 88% avg. Farm flock ewes lambed 95%,
93% 1997, 93% avg. Farm flock sheep shorn 90%, 87% 1997, 91%
avg. Range flock ewes lambed 31%, 29% 1997, 26% avg. Range flock
sheep shorn 56%, 57% 1997, 62% avg. Calf losses 33% light, 66%
normal, 1% heavy. Lamb losses 15% light, 81% normal, 4% heavy.
Warm, dry week good for fieldwork.
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HIGHLIGHTS

FSU-WESTERN: Scattered showers in Ukraine caused only brief
delays in spring grain planting, while warmer, drier weather helped to
condition topsoils for fieldwork in central Russia.

EUROPE: Showers accompanied a warming trend in western and
northern Europe, favoring winter grain development and spring crop
emergence.

NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Wet weather stabilized conditions for
winter grains in Algeria and Tunisia, while dry weather in Morocco
limited moisture for filling crops.

AUSTRALIA: Soaking rain throughout the east greatly increased pre-
planting moisture for winter wheat and barley.

¥

5 .
= .
Q m
© _ EUROPI
19

otal Proclplutloggm) [ S -3
- comeon” - TR,

SOUTH AFRICA: Conditions favored late corn development.

SOUTHEAST ASIA: Drought continued across the eastern
Philippines, while showers continued to replenish long-term moisture
supplies in Java.

EASTERN ASIA: In the North China Plain, rain benefited heading
rainfed winter wheat and increased soil moisture for summer crop
planting.

SOUTH AMERICA: 1In northern Argentina, heavy showers
exacerbated flooding and damage to mature cotton.

MEXICO: Seasonably dry weather prevailed across most of Mexico.

Spain, the Benelux countries, and Germany, favoring winter grain
development and spring crop emergence. The moisture caused only
temporary delays in spring grain and summer crop planting. Rainfall
ranged from 10 to 25 mm in England and the Benelux countries and 4
to 12 mm in France, Spain, and Germany. Elsewhere, dry weather
accompanied seasonable temperatures in Italy, favoring rapid corn and
sunflower plantings. In eastern Europe, moderate to heavy rain (25 to
more than 50 mm) spread from southern Poland through Hungary and
Romania, disrupting ficldwork. However, the rain that fell in Hungary
and Slovakia was highly beneficial, increasing soil moisture reserves
depleted by prolonged dryness since last fall. Light showers (5-10 mm,
with local amounts in excess of 10 mm) in southern Romania,
Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria moistened topsoils for emerging summer
crops and caused only brief interruptions in summer crop planting.
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Light showers (3-20 mm, with scattered amounts in excess of 25 mm)
fell in Ukraine, maintaining favorable moisture conditions for winter
grains and causing only brief delays in spring grain and early sugar
beet planting. Crop progress for winter grains in Ukraine ranged from
jointing in western and southern areas to tillering in the extreme north.
Weekly temperatures averaged near normal in Ukraine. In Russia,
drier weather prevailed over central crop areas (Central Black Soils
Region and the middle Volga Valley), helping to firm topsoils for
spring grain planting. Farther south, dry weather favored spring grain
planting in the northern tip of the North Caucasus and the lower Volga
Valley. However, wet weather (25-50 mm) interrupted spring grain
and summer crop planting in important growing areas of the Kuban
region in the North Caucasus. Winter grains in northern Russia
remained dormant, while crops farther south in the North Caucasus
region entered the jointing stage. Elsewhere, unseasonably warm and
generally dry weather in Belarus and the Baltics promoted rapid
winter grain development and helped spring grain planting. Weekly
temperatures in these areas ranged from 3 to 6 degrees C above
normal.

ORTHWESTER 1C;

Widespread rain fell in Algeria and Tunisia, bringing relief to winter
grains stressed by previous dryness. Precipitation amounts ranged
from 25 to more than 50 mm in central and eastern Algeria, and 10 to
25 mm in western Algeria and Tunisia. The rain in these areas helped
to stabilize conditions for winter grains in the filling stage. Additional
moisture would still benefit crops in these areas. In Morocco,
following 2 consecutive weeks of beneficial rains, dry weather
returned to winter grain areas in northern Morocco. Unseasonably
warm, dry weather continued in southern Morocco, hastening maturity
in winter grains. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C
above normal in Morocco and near normal in Algeria and Tunisia.

Dry, mild weather continued to promote late summer crop
development. Temperatures across the corn belt averaged near to
above normal, with lows approaching the frost level (1-2 degrees C)
at just a few isolated locations. The lack of a significant freeze has
given late-planted corn, sunflower, and other summer crops an
opportunity to advance closer to maturity. The first autumn freeze
typically occurs about now in the traditionally cooler locations of Free
State and Northwest, which have an especially high percentage of late
plantings this scason. Farther west, light to moderate showers (10-25
mm or more) covered agricultural areas of Western and Eastern Cape,
including primary winter wheat land. Planting is likely underway
where moisture permits. Elsewhere in southern Africa, dry weather
favored summer grain drydown but reduced moisture for immature
Crops.
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Widespread, soaking rain (25-50 mm, locally
exceeding 100 mm) bolstered planting prospects
in eastern Australia’s primary winter grain areas.
Some of the heaviest rainfall occurred in New
South Wales, which missed previous rains and
desperately needed this moisture for
commencement of fieldwork. Field preparations
are usually underway in the more northerly areas
(Queensland and northern New South Wales) by
May, making the events of the past few weeks
especially timely. The rain was also highly
beneficial for the grazing areas from Queensland
to eastern South Australia. A small percentage
of Queensland’s cotton was reportedly unpicked,
and some damage or downgrading was possible.
Mostly dry, seasonably mild weather returned to
Western Australia. In New Zealand, rainfall
continued to be scattered and light (10 mm or
less) over the main agricultural areas.

In northern Argentina and extreme southern
Paraguay, showers (40-80 mm, with isolated
amounts greater than 125 mm) exacerbated
flooding and damage to mature cotton. The
excessive moisture also delayed harvesting. The
rest of southern Paraguay received less than 30
mm. In central Argentina, scattered showers
(10-36 mm) slowed summer crop harvesting. In
southern Brazil, moderate showers (40-90 mm)
in southwestern Parana and northwestern Rio
Grande do Sul slowed soybean and cotton
harvesting and reduced quality. Elsewhere, in
southern Brazil, mostly dry weather (amount less
than 20 mm) favored soybean harvesting.
According to reports as of April 23, Brazilian
soybean crops were 79 percent harvested,
compared with the 5-year average of 76 percent
and last year’s 90 percent.




April 28, 1998

Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 23

EASTERN ASIA
Total Precipitation(mm)

APR 19 - 25, 1998

CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Total Precipitation(mm)
APR 19 - 25, 19988

PHILIPPINE

A

Widespread rain (10-25 mm) covered the
North China Plain, aiding rainfed heading
winter wheat and providing beneficial moisture
for summer crop planting. Light rain (2-14
mm) moistened topsoils across Manchuria for
spring wheat planting. Across the Yangtze
Valley and southern China, showers (10-75
mm, with isolated amounts greater than 100
mm) maintained adequate moisture supplies
for rice development. Rain (10-50 mm) also
favored rice transplanting across South Korea
and most of Japan. Temperatures averaged 3
to 5 degrees above normal across China.

In Java and southern Sumatra, showers (25-80
mm, with isolated amounts greater than 100
mm) helped to replenish long-term moisture
supplies. The near- to above-normal rainfall
since February has stabilized long-term
moisture reserves across Java. Drought
continued across the Philippines. Dryness
stressed oil palm across eastern peninsular
Malaysia, while scattered moderate showers
(10-60 mm) prevailed in the west, Light to
moderate showers (10-80 mm) occurred across
central and eastern Thailand, increasing
irrigation supplies.
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Continued from page 13)
Winter Wheat Crop Condition
by Percent
0 6 32 53 9
>3 After 10 years at the Joint Agricultural Weather
1_6_28 57 8| Facility (JAWF) as managing editor of the Weekly
‘1’ ; 12 2 ‘1’; Weather and Crop Bulletin and chief of the
o 2 13 58 27 Agricultural Weather Section, Douglas Le Comte is
0 3 17 57 23 | moving on to other duties. He is taking a new
: 1: ; % 3; position at the Climate Prediction Center (CPC),
2 10 27 50 11 Camp Springs, Maryland, that gives him an active
: 1: 22';” :g ‘i role in CPC's African Desk, drought early-warning
o 1 12 53 3 programs, and global threats assessment. In the
0O 2 15 79 a4 meantime, David Miskus, supervisory meteorologist
— 2 2 at the CPC's Climate Operations Branch, will move
1._8 30 44 8 to JAWF to perform many of Doug's former duties.
- 0l 9 25 Doug, who can be reached via e-mail at
v Wk 04 20 55 18 douglas.lecomte@noaa.gov or via phone at (301)
Prev¥r 5 14 33 #1 7 : 763-8000, extension 7511, will continue to support

. JAWF, filling in for personnel as needed.
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