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arge parts of the United States experienced warm,
dry weather, favoring summer crop maturation and

harvesting.  Wetness was largely confined to the Atlantic
and Gulf Coast regions, upper Midwest, and
Intermountain West.  Showers provided drought relief in
areas from the coastal Mid-Atlantic region into southern
New England early in the week, followed by a return to
warm, dry weather thereafter.  Farther south, the remnants
of Tropical Storm Edouard contributed to a wet weather
pattern across Florida’s peninsula, while Tropical Storm
Fay produced heavy rain in the central and western Gulf
Coast regions.  However, hot, dry weather prevailed
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Weather Data for Mississippi and the Missouri Bootheel
Weather Data for the Week Ending September 7, 2002

Data provided by the Mississippi State Delta Research and Extension Center (DREC),
 the Southern Regional Climate Center (SRCC), and the University of Missouri.

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION
4-INCH

SOIL TEMP,
oF

NUMBER OF DAYS

TEMP. °F PRECIP

MS BATESVILLE X 93 68 98 63 81 5 0.15 -0.56 0.15 0.15 21 38.80 101 -- -- 7 0 1 0
BELZONI X 94 71 98 70 83 4 0.00 -0.62 0.00 0.00 0 -- -- -- -- 7 0 0 0
CLARKSDALE X 91 71 95 68 81 4 0.00 -0.66 0.00 0.00 0 45.63 120 -- -- 5 0 0 0
CLEVELAND X 93 69 96 67 81 2 0.00 -0.69 0.00 0.00 0 37.29 95 -- -- 7 0 0 0
GREENVILLE X 94 69 97 67 82 3 0.00 -0.57 0.00 0.00 0 35.14 93 -- -- 7 0 0 0
GREENWOOD X 94 70 97 67 82 3 0.00 -0.67 0.00 0.00 0 29.31 77 -- -- 6 0 0 0
INDIANOLA 1S 95 71 99 69 83 -- 0.00 -- 0.00 0.00 -- 31.42 -- 85 81 7 0 0 0
INVERNESS 5E 94 73 98 69 83 -- 0.00 -- 0.00 0.00 -- 27.07 -- 94 83 6 0 0 0
LYON 94 68 98 64 81 -- 0.00 -- 0.00 0.00 -- 32.48 -- 87 77 6 0 0 0
MACON 93 70 98 68 81 -- 0.00 -- 0.00 0.00 -- 26.68 -- -- -- 5 0 0 0
MOORHEAD X 93 73 98 72 83 4 0.00 -0.69 0.00 0.00 0 27.72 71 -- -- 7 0 0 0
ONWARD 93 70 98 67 82 -- 0.10 -- 0.10 0.10 -- 27.70 -- 91 82 6 0 1 0
PERTHSHIRE 92 70 96 68 81 -- 0.00 -- 0.00 0.00 -- -- -- 89 80 5 0 0 0
ROLLING FORK X 95 72 98 69 83 5 0.00 -0.63 0.00 0.00 0 21.44 55 -- -- 7 0 1 0
SCOTT 93 70 97 67 82 -- 0.06 -- 0.06 0.06 -- -- -- -- -- 7 0 1 0
SIDON 94 72 98 69 83 -- 0.00 -- 0.00 0.00 -- 36.28 -- 97 83 6 0 0 0
STARKVILLE 92 69 98 67 81 -- 0.01 -- 0.01 0.01 2 -- -- 91 80 4 0 1 0
TUNICA X 92 70 95 65 81 4 0.07 -0.53 0.07 0.07 12 40.86 108 -- -- 7 0 1 0
TUNICA 1W 92 67 95 62 80 -- 0.00 -- 0.00 0.00 -- 35.03 -- 82 78 6 0 0 0
VANCE 92 67 96 65 80 -- 0.00 -- 0.00 0.00 -- -- -- 80 76 4 0 0 0
VERONA 93 69 97 66 81 -- 0.00 -- 0.00 0.00 -- 35.10 -- 95 80 6 0 0 0
VICKSBURG X 92 72 98 70 82 3 0.44 -0.31 0.44 0.44 52 27.45 67 -- -- 6 0 1 0
YAZOO CITY X 93 71 98 69 82 3 0.00 -0.64 0.00 0.00 0 35.13 84 -- -- 5 0 0 0
STONEVILLE X 95 71 99 68 83 5 0.00 -0.67 0.00 0.00 0 37.94 103 94 81 7 0 0 0

MO DELTA 91 63 92 56 75 0 0.07 -0.77 0.07 0.07 8 43.88 123 86 74 6 0 1 0
STEELE 93 67 96 59 79 4 0.00 0.74 0.00 0.00 0 32.47 91 93 81 7 0 0 0
GLENNONVILLE 92 65 93 59 78 3 0.45 -0.40 0.45 0.45 53 28.98 92 91 75 6 0 1 0
PORTAGEVILLE LF 92 67 94 60 79 4 0.00 -0.77 0.00 0.00 0 30.02 87 95 76 7 0 0 0
CLARKTON 92 65 93 58 78 3 0.06 -0.79 0.06 0.06 7 36.49 116 92 75 6 0 1 0
CARDWELL 92 66 94 60 78 2 0.00 -0.75 0.00 0.00 0 30.78 88 94 78 7 0 0 0
CHARLESTON 92 66 94 60 78 4 0.00 -0.60 0.00 0.00 0 32.68 96 97 77 7 0 0 0
PORTAGEVILLE DC 92 68 95 62 79 4 0.00 -0.77 0.00 0.00 0 28.72 83 92 78 6 0 0 0

Compiled by USDA/OCE/WAOB’s Stoneville Field Office.  X Based on 1971-2000 normals.

Weather and Crop Summary: An upper-level ridge brought above-normal temperatures and generally dry conditions to the Bootheel
and Mississippi.  In the Bootheel, corn was in the dent or black-layer stage, while rice was heading.  Soybeans were filling pods or
drying down, and sorghum was turning color or drying down.  Cotton continued to set bolls, and some open bolls were reported.  In
the Mississippi Delta, the corn and soybean harvests were completed in many locations.  Harvesting of rice and early-maturing
soybeans continued.  Late-maturing rice and soybeans were drying down, while cotton defoliation continued.
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U.S. Drought Monitor September 3, 2002
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Impact Types:
A = Agriculture
W = Water (Hydrological)
F = Fire danger (Wildfires)

Delineates dominant impacts

(No type = All 3 impacts)

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

http://drought.unl.edu/dm

Released Thursday, September 5, 2002
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(Continued from front cover)
farther inland, including the Delta.  In the Corn Belt, extremely dry
conditions in the Ohio Valley contrasted with locally heavy rainfall
and adequate to excessive soil moisture levels in the upper
Mississippi Valley.  In the eastern Corn Belt, drought concerns
shifted from maturing summer crops to the upcoming winter wheat
planting season.  Soil moisture shortages also persisted in the Plains’
winter wheat areas, excluding well-watered northern Montana.
Although hot, dry conditions promoted summer crop harvesting and
initial winter wheat planting, rain will soon be needed on the Plains
to ensure proper autumn wheat establishment.  In the West, the
entrainment of tropical moisture into a winter-like storm system
sparked widespread showers across the Intermountain region.  The
Western rain aided drought-stressed rangelands and curbed the threat
of wildfires.  Meanwhile, mostly dry weather favored fieldwork in the
West Coast States.

Early in the week, heavy rainfall continued along the Atlantic
Seaboard.  On September 1, daily totals included 8.01 inches in
Salisbury, MD, and 5.39 inches in Georgetown, DE.  Meanwhile,
record heat gripped much of California.  Daily-record highs were set
or tied on consecutive days (August 31 and September 1) in the
southern California locations of El Cajon (106 and 108oF) and
Escondido (103 and 106oF).  Other daily records in California on
September 1 included 112oF in Riverside and 111oF in Chatsworth.
Downtown Los Angeles recorded 101oF, their first triple-digit reading
since September 30, 1999.

There was a significant warming trend across the Northeast, although
most of the record-high temperatures came after the end of the first
week of September.  For example, Bangor, ME, notched a daily-
record low (37oF) on September 1, then posted a daily-record high
(92oF) exactly 1 week later.  Meanwhile, a cooling trend took place
along the West Coast, where downtown Oakland, CA, went from a
daily-record high (90oF) on September 2 to a daily-record low (54oF)
on September 8.  In Oregon, record lows on September 6 included
29oF in Meacham and 38oF in Eugene.  The storm system responsible
for nudging the late-season heat eastward and cooling the West also
helped to draw moisture northward from the tropical Pacific Ocean.
In the West, daily-record totals included 0.61 inch (on September 6)
in Elko, NV, and 0.55 inch (on September 8) in Duchesne, UT.  Also

on September 8, Arizona’s Tuzigoot National Monument near
Cottonwood was inundated by 1.04 inches of rain in a 30-minute
period.  Rain fell as far south and west as San Diego, CA, where the
September 6-7 total of 0.31 inch was their highest 2-day total since
0.37 inch fell on March 17-18.  Farther north, tropical moisture
interacting with a cold front brought consecutive daily-record rainfall
totals on September 5 (2.72 inches) and 6 (1.67 inches) to St. Cloud,
MN.

Minimal Tropical Storm Edouard moved west-southwestward across
the northern portion of Florida’s peninsula on September 4-5,
weakening to a tropical depression while over land.  Although only
scattered thunderstorms accompanied Edouard’s passage, nearby
tropical showers resulted in a daily-record rainfall (4.73 inches on
September 6) in Key West, FL.  Meanwhile, Tropical Storm Fay
formed over the western Gulf of Mexico on September 5 and moved
generally westward, making landfall less than 48 hours later (on the
morning of September 7) near Matagorda, TX, with maximum
sustained winds near 60 mph.  September 3-9 rainfall in Galveston,
TX, totaled 6.89 inches, while 4.44 inches soaked San Antonio, TX.
Localized totals in excess of 10 inches were noted in several areas,
including Freeport, TX, and San Antonio (Kelly Air Force Base).
Away from the tropical activity, hot, dry weather prevailed, boosting
temperatures to daily-record levels in locations such as Meridian, MS
(100oF on September 5), and San Juan, PR (94oF on September 6).

The first week of September featured mild, showery weather in much
of Alaska, including  relief from recent dryness in west-central
portions of the State.  Weekly temperatures averaged as much as 8oF
in northern Alaska, but Yakutat (in the south) posted a daily-record
high of 72oF on September 3.  Month-to-date precipitation through
September 7 included 0.84 inch (400 percent of normal) in Barrow
and 1.07 inches (155 percent) in Nome.  Barrow also noted a daily-
record rainfall total of 0.41 inch on September 3.  Meanwhile, light to
locally moderate showers dampened Hawaii.  In Lanai City, 1.04
inches of rain fell in less than 12 hours on September 3.  Some of the
week’s heaviest showers dampened the Big Island on September 4-5,
resulting in 24-hour totals of 1.37 inches in Waiakea Uka and 1.01
inches in Glenwood.
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities
Weather Data for the Week Ending September 7, 2002

Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503)

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION RELATIVE
HUMIDITY,
PERCENT

NUMBER OF DAYS

TEMP. °F PRECIP

AL BIRMINGHAM    93   71   99   69   82    5   0.73   -0.16   0.73   -9.99  -999  37.86    98   83   39    6    0    1    1
HUNTSVILLE    93   69   97   67   81    5   0.00   -0.93   0.00   -9.99  -999  31.12    78   89   48    6    0    0    0
MOBILE    88   72   95   71   80    0   1.30   -0.25   1.30   -9.99  -999  38.62    80   93   62    4    0    1    1
MONTGOMERY    92   71   98   68   82    3   0.00   -0.96   0.00   -9.99  -999  23.50    60   94   49    4    0    0    0

AK ANCHORAGE    61   49   66   41   55    3   1.17    0.47   0.48   -9.99  -999   8.54    88   89   76    0    0    4    0
BARROW    48   39   54   29   43    7   0.95    0.77   0.41   -9.99  -999   2.97   100   98   91    0    1    3    0
FAIRBANKS    61   45   67   36   53    3   0.43    0.13   0.28   -9.99  -999  11.12   155   93   81    0    0    5    0
JUNEAU    62   46   70   35   54    2   1.27   -0.23   0.77   -9.99  -999  33.01   100   97   81    0    0    3    1
KODIAK    63   48   69   42   56    3   0.01   -1.51   0.01   -9.99  -999  47.23   102   78   58    0    0    1    0
NOME    50   46   52   39   48    1   1.07    0.38   0.50   -9.99  -999   8.78    81   97   87    0    0    7    1

AZ FLAGSTAFF    80   49   84   45   64    3   1.96    1.44   1.44   -9.99  -999   6.78    43   76   27    0    0    3    1
PHOENIX   107   83  111   73   95    6   0.30    0.16   0.17   -9.99  -999   1.67    32   39   24    7    0    2    0
TUCSON   100   76  105   69   88    5   0.66    0.31   0.66   -9.99  -999   5.44    67   52   30    6    0    1    1
YUMA   106   84  110   81   95    4   0.00   -0.07   0.00   -9.99  -999   0.17     9   41   32    7    0    0    0

AR FORT SMITH    94   71   94   70   82    4   0.00   -0.75   0.00   -9.99  -999  34.11   118   97   49    7    0    0    0
LITTLE ROCK    93   71   95   68   82    4   0.00   -0.81   0.00   -9.99  -999  29.19    88   90   44    7    0    0    0

CA BAKERSFIELD    93   67  104   56   80    1   0.00   -0.03   0.00   -9.99  -999   1.59    34   45   31    4    0    0    0
FRESNO    92   65  104   53   79    2   0.00   -0.03   0.00   -9.99  -999   2.73    35   60   35    4    0    0    0
LOS ANGELES    81   65   87   60   73    2   0.00   -0.06   0.00   -9.99  -999   1.68    17   87   61    0    0    0    0
REDDING    90   59  105   50   74   -2   0.11    0.05   0.11   -9.99  -999  10.97    49   57   30    4    0    1    0
SACRAMENTO    89   59  102   51   74    1   0.00   -0.06   0.00   -9.99  -999   8.37    69   78   19    3    0    0    0
SAN DIEGO    78   67   91   65   73    1   0.33    0.30   0.20   -9.99  -999   1.91    25   90   69    1    0    2    0
SAN FRANCISCO    75   56   92   54   66    2   0.00   -0.03   0.00   -9.99  -999   5.96    44   88   65    2    0    0    0
STOCKTON    91   59  104   49   75    0   0.00   -0.05   0.00   -9.99  -999   4.63    51   68   34    4    0    0    0

CO ALAMOSA    82   41   85   32   61    3   0.00   -0.22   0.00   -9.99  -999   2.19    43   71   28    0    1    0    0
CO SPRINGS    88   57   90   54   73   10   0.00   -0.46   0.00   -9.99  -999   4.79    32   56   15    1    0    0    0
DENVER INTL    90   60   94   53   75   10   0.08   -0.16   0.08   -9.99  -999   5.93    54   50   20    3    0    1    0
GRAND JUNCTION    86   59   93   57   73    3   0.67    0.49   0.45   -9.99  -999   3.71    62   48   31    4    0    3    0
PUEBLO    96   58  100   49   77    8   0.00   -0.30   0.00   -9.99  -999   2.49    24   54   22    6    0    0    0

CT BRIDGEPORT    76   60   86   54   68   -1   2.50    1.65   1.40   -9.99  -999  26.91    87   87   65    0    0    3    2
HARTFORD    78   55   86   47   66   -1   0.86   -0.10   0.49   -9.99  -999  26.17    83   91   56    0    0    3    0

DC WASHINGTON    82   65   92   61   73   -1   0.84    0.00   0.84   -9.99  -999  19.28    71   91   56    1    0    1    1
DE WILMINGTON    79   60   90   55   70   -1   1.53    0.65   1.53   -9.99  -999  22.77    76   97   58    1    0    1    1
FL DAYTONA BEACH    88   75   90   74   82    1   1.14   -0.48   0.50   -9.99  -999  42.84   126   94   64    1    0    4    1

JACKSONVILLE    87   74   89   74   81    1   0.57   -1.37   0.29   -9.99  -999  35.34    94   95   70    0    0    4    0
KEY WEST    89   79   90   74   84    0   5.24    3.87   2.90   -9.99  -999  30.48   118   90   75    2    0    5    2
MIAMI    90   78   93   75   84    1   2.19    0.01   0.73   -9.99  -999  51.15   126   92   69    3    0    7    1
ORLANDO    90   75   92   73   83    1   1.51    0.00   0.75   -9.99  -999  44.49   121   97   68    6    0    5    2
PENSACOLA    88   75   92   73   82    1   0.00   -1.46   0.00   -9.99  -999  35.45    75   91   65    2    0    0    0
TALLAHASSEE    91   73   95   70   82    1   0.31   -1.06   0.31   -9.99  -999  34.44    71   93   59    4    0    1    0
TAMPA    89   76   91   73   82   -1   3.50    1.70   1.62   -9.99  -999  39.18   116   94   65    4    0    4    2
WEST PALM BEACH    89   76   91   75   83    1   0.47   -1.53   0.34   -9.99  -999  50.03   122   87   69    1    0    4    0

GA ATHENS    90   66   96   64   78    2   0.00   -0.82   0.00   -9.99  -999  25.33    74   92   51    4    0    0    0
ATLANTA    90   70   95   67   80    4   0.00   -0.91   0.00   -9.99  -999  24.77    69   87   52    3    0    0    0
AUGUSTA    89   67   94   62   78    1   0.03   -0.90   0.03   -9.99  -999  22.94    70   96   57    4    0    1    0
COLUMBUS    91   72   96   71   82    3   0.00   -0.76   0.00   -9.99  -999  28.30    80   89   44    4    0    0    0
MACON    88   68   92   67   78    0   0.00   -0.83   0.00   -9.99  -999  23.53    71   94   55    3    0    0    0
SAVANNAH    87   73   90   72   80    1   0.13   -1.34   0.06   -9.99  -999  29.21    78  100   72    2    0    3    0

HI HILO    84   69   85   67   77    1   1.93   -0.38   0.91   -9.99  -999 107.82   129   90   80    0    0    6    1
HONOLULU    89   76   90   73   82    0   0.00   -0.06   0.00   -9.99  -999   9.63    93   77   70    1    0    0    0
KAHULUI    87   71   88   65   79    0   0.00   -0.08   0.00   -9.99  -999   9.71    80   83   71    0    0    0    0
LIHUE    85   76   86   74   81    1   0.36   -0.12   0.31   -9.99  -999  25.14   106   83   74    0    0    5    0

ID BOISE    84   56   95   50   70    2   0.22    0.07   0.18   -9.99  -999   3.59    45   60   34    2    0    2    0
LEWISTON    79   56   89   50   68    0   0.05   -0.12   0.04   -9.99  -999   7.70    87   60   41    0    0    2    0
POCATELLO    82   53   94   47   67    4   0.78    0.61   0.54   -9.99  -999   5.29    61   68   40    1    0    2    1

IL CHICAGO/O'HARE    84   61   89   57   73    5   0.65   -0.29   0.65   -9.99  -999  28.89   112   95   49    0    0    1    1
MOLINE    88   60   91   54   74    5   0.00   -0.87   0.00   -9.99  -999  28.89   103   88   49    2    0    0    0
PEORIA    86   62   90   56   74    5   0.04   -0.67   0.04   -9.99  -999  28.67   113   89   44    2    0    1    0
ROCKFORD    83   58   87   53   71    4   0.87   -0.06   0.86   -9.99  -999  27.63   103   91   51    0    0    2    1
SPRINGFIELD    87   59   92   53   73    3   0.01   -0.69   0.01   -9.99  -999  33.63   132   91   44    1    0    1    0

IN EVANSVILLE    94   64   96   57   79    6   0.22   -0.50   0.22   -9.99  -999  31.70   101   89   37    7    0    1    0
FORT WAYNE    85   57   91   52   71    3   0.00   -0.74   0.00   -9.99  -999  25.16    96   94   47    1    0    0    0
INDIANAPOLIS    89   64   94   58   77    7   0.00   -0.73   0.00   -9.99  -999  27.48    94   88   41    3    0    0    0
SOUTH BEND    84   59   92   51   72    5   0.12   -0.82   0.11   -9.99  -999  22.42    83   92   45    1    0    2    0

IA BURLINGTON    86   59   89   54   72    2   0.00   -0.85   0.00   -9.99  -999  31.68   115   95   44    0    0    0    0
CEDAR RAPIDS    84   58   88   53   71    4   0.37   -0.54   0.34   -9.99  -999  28.43   113   96   49    0    0    4    0
DES MOINES    89   62   93   55   76    7   0.00   -0.87   0.00   -9.99  -999  20.97    79   81   45    3    0    0    0
DUBUQUE    82   59   86   53   71    5   0.90   -0.09   0.89   -9.99  -999  34.56   132   90   55    0    0    2    1
SIOUX CITY    89   60   95   47   75    8   0.00   -0.59   0.00   -9.99  -999  20.99   104   90   49    3    0    0    0
WATERLOO    87   57   93   50   72    5   0.02   -0.78   0.01   -9.99  -999  26.52   105   93   51    2    0    2    0

KS CONCORDIA    96   68   99   57   82   10   0.00   -0.61   0.00   -9.99  -999  11.72    52   76   40    7    0    0    0
DODGE CITY    93   64   97   60   79    6   0.00   -0.45   0.00   -9.99  -999  10.90    61   87   39    7    0    0    0
GOODLAND    91   61   93   54   76    8   0.00   -0.30   0.00   -9.99  -999   7.04    42   76   36    6    0    0    0
TOPEKA    96   68   99   65   82   10   0.00   -0.91   0.00   -9.99  -999  20.49    78   86   45    7    0    0    0

        Based on 1971-2000 normals                                                                                                                 -999  Not Available
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 7, 2002

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION RELATIVE
HUMIDITY,
PERCENT

NUMBER OF DAYS

TEMP. °F PRECIP

WICHITA    95   70   97   67   82    7   0.00   -0.69   0.00   -9.99  -999  22.93   102   82   43    7    0    0    0
KY JACKSON    89   64   93   61   77    6   0.00   -0.91   0.00   -9.99  -999  34.83   100   84   37    3    0    0    0

LEXINGTON    91   64   94   57   77    5   0.00   -0.74   0.00   -9.99  -999  28.27    85   84   45    5    0    0    0
LOUISVILLE    94   68   97   63   81    7   0.08   -0.63   0.08   -9.99  -999  31.45    99   83   34    7    0    1    0
PADUCAH    95   64   98   54   79    6   0.00   -0.76   0.00   -9.99  -999  34.47   101   93   36    7    0    0    0

LA BATON ROUGE    87   73   92   72   80    0   0.82   -0.44   0.29   -9.99  -999  34.41    75   97   65    3    0    5    0
LAKE CHARLES    86   75   92   74   80   -1   0.42   -0.99   0.31   -9.99  -999  44.82   113   95   73    2    0    3    0
NEW ORLEANS    85   76   88   74   81    0   1.80    0.26   1.08   -9.99  -999  30.10    64   89   75    0    0    4    1
SHREVEPORT    95   73   99   71   84    4   0.54   -0.09   0.29   -9.99  -999  23.78    68   86   44    7    0    3    0

ME CARIBOU    72   52   79   40   62    4   1.25    0.42   1.25   -9.99  -999  25.37    99   92   58    0    0    1    1
PORTLAND    72   52   80   39   62   -1   0.55   -0.16   0.35   -9.99  -999  27.42    92   93   59    0    0    4    0

MD BALTIMORE    80   60   89   55   70   -1   0.94    0.03   0.94   -9.99  -999  22.33    76   92   55    0    0    1    1
MA BOSTON    75   61   82   54   68    0   1.26    0.46   0.59   -9.99  -999  25.34    89   83   56    0    0    4    1

WORCESTER    72   57   80   48   64    0   0.59   -0.36   0.51   -9.99  -999  28.29    86   90   57    0    0    4    1
MI ALPENA    80   55   87   48   67    7   0.02   -0.69   0.02   -9.99  -999  19.59    98   94   49    0    0    1    0

GRAND RAPIDS    82   57   88   52   70    5   0.00   -1.06   0.00   -9.99  -999  22.09    88   93   47    0    0    0    0
HOUGHTON LAKE    80   50   87   39   65    5   0.10   -0.74   0.07   -9.99  -999  16.97    85   92   48    0    0    4    0
LANSING    84   53   92   46   69    5   0.00   -0.93   0.00   -9.99  -999  17.91    82   91   44    1    0    0    0
MUSKEGON    80   60   86   52   70    6   0.14   -0.79   0.14   -9.99  -999  20.53    95   91   58    0    0    1    0
TRAVERSE CITY    80   56   87   48   68    4   0.04   -0.83   0.03   -9.99  -999  23.75   106   97   46    0    0    2    0

MN DULUTH    75   56   88   47   66    8   1.05   -0.01   0.52   -9.99  -999  24.09   107   93   68    0    0    3    1
INT'L FALLS    79   56   92   42   68   10   0.60   -0.17   0.32   -9.99  -999  21.08   120   98   58    1    0    5    0
MINNEAPOLIS    86   65   92   57   75   10   2.46    1.68   1.27   -9.99  -999  32.57   145   88   56    1    0    3    2
ROCHESTER    83   59   88   52   71    8   0.25   -0.60   0.24   -9.99  -999  26.74   112   92   58    0    0    2    0
ST. CLOUD    82   60   89   51   71    9   4.60    3.77   2.72   -9.99  -999  27.31   133   99   57    0    0    3    2

MS JACKSON    92   71   98   69   81    2   0.31   -0.46   0.26   -9.99  -999  41.51   105   96   53    4    0    2    0
MERIDIAN    92   69  100   66   81    2   0.08   -0.70   0.07   -9.99  -999  26.55    63   98   55    5    0    2    0
TUPELO    93   70   96   66   81    4   0.00   -0.71   0.00   -9.99  -999  37.96    98   91   51    6    0    0    0

MO COLUMBIA    89   64   91   59   77    6   0.08   -0.75   0.08   -9.99  -999  33.81   118   87   47    3    0    1    0
KANSAS CITY    95   68  100   64   82   10   0.00   -0.98   0.00   -9.99  -999  19.65    73   81   41    6    0    0    0
SAINT LOUIS    91   69   95   63   80    6   0.00   -0.68   0.00   -9.99  -999  30.59   113   80   44    4    0    0    0
SPRINGFIELD    92   68   93   65   80    7   0.00   -1.13   0.00   -9.99  -999  29.37    97   88   47    6    0    0    0

MT BILLINGS    83   56   95   53   70    6   0.61    0.37   0.48   -9.99  -999   7.26    66   73   34    2    0    3    0
BUTTE    71   44   83   42   58    2   0.54    0.26   0.29   -9.99  -999   9.75    97   87   35    0    0    5    0
GLASGOW    82   56   94   49   69    7   0.61    0.38   0.48   -9.99  -999  11.42   127   82   50    2    0    4    0
GREAT FALLS    74   50   90   42   62    2   0.73    0.41   0.39   -9.99  -999  13.05   111   92   44    1    0    4    0
HAVRE    77   51   92   42   64    3   0.72    0.47   0.33   -9.99  -999  12.52   138   94   55    1    0    7    0
KALISPELL    73   48   80   40   60    2   0.55    0.25   0.25   -9.99  -999   9.73    79   89   73    0    0    5    0
MISSOULA    77   49   86   45   63    2   0.25   -0.02   0.22   -9.99  -999   8.84    88   88   53    0    0    4    0

NE GRAND ISLAND    93   63   97   52   78    9   0.15   -0.50   0.15   -9.99  -999  12.12    59   80   39    5    0    1    0
LINCOLN    92   63   95   51   77    7   0.00   -0.73   0.00   -9.99  -999  19.89    91   84   45    5    0    0    0
NORFOLK    90   63   95   49   76    9   0.00   -0.56   0.00   -9.99  -999  15.43    73   80   46    5    0    0    0
NORTH PLATTE    92   58   97   45   75    8   0.35    0.04   0.35   -9.99  -999   7.80    48   83   27    5    0    1    0
OMAHA    91   66   96   54   79    9   0.00   -0.74   0.00   -9.99  -999  21.80    95   76   46    5    0    0    0
SCOTTSBLUFF    90   56   96   51   73    8   0.04   -0.21   0.04   -9.99  -999   5.80    45   78   36    4    0    1    0
VALENTINE    93   61   99   51   77   11   0.00   -0.36   0.00   -9.99  -999   9.35    58   68   31    5    0    0    0

NV ELY    82   48   88   38   65    4   0.11   -0.08   0.10   -9.99  -999   2.51    35   51   28    0    0    2    0
LAS VEGAS    98   79  104   74   88    3   0.04   -0.02   0.03   -9.99  -999   0.66    20   37   24    6    0    2    0
RENO    84   54   95   41   69    3   0.00   -0.08   0.00   -9.99  -999   3.72    74   49   27    3    0    0    0
WINNEMUCCA    85   47   94   36   66    2   0.10   -0.01   0.10   -9.99  -999   3.99    71   48   27    3    0    1    0

NH CONCORD    76   49   85   39   62   -2   0.26   -0.46   0.21   -9.99  -999  24.45    97   96   47    0    0    3    0
NJ NEWARK    79   62   88   58   71   -1   1.01    0.08   0.51   -9.99  -999  25.72    79   83   58    0    0    2    2
NM ALBUQUERQUE    90   65   92   61   77    4   0.01   -0.28   0.01   -9.99  -999   3.50    53   57   20    3    0    1    0
NY ALBANY    77   54   83   45   66    1   0.08   -0.74   0.04   -9.99  -999  24.44    93   95   51    0    0    2    0

BINGHAMTON    75   53   85   47   64    2   0.17   -0.68   0.16   -9.99  -999  27.65   104   90   47    0    0    2    0
BUFFALO    81   59   89   53   70    5   0.02   -0.96   0.02   -9.99  -999  26.02    97   90   47    0    0    1    0
ROCHESTER    83   59   91   51   71    6   0.00   -0.88   0.00   -9.99  -999  22.67    98   83   45    2    0    0    0
SYRACUSE    80   57   92   50   69    4   0.40   -0.56   0.40   -9.99  -999  26.67   100   91   48    1    0    1    0

NC ASHEVILLE    84   61   90   55   72    3   0.01   -0.97   0.01   -9.99  -999  23.90    70   99   52    1    0    1    0
CHARLOTTE    85   64   92   60   74   -2   0.05   -0.82   0.05   -9.99  -999  22.14    73   92   52    1    0    1    0
GREENSBORO    83   63   92   60   73    0   0.43   -0.51   0.43   -9.99  -999  21.02    69   95   59    1    0    1    0
HATTERAS    81   72   85   69   76   -1   1.24   -0.20   0.94   -9.99  -999  36.24    94   93   71    0    0    2    1
RALEIGH    84   63   92   60   73   -2   0.37   -0.58   0.37   -9.99  -999  25.62    84   96   64    1    0    1    0
WILMINGTON    84   69   88   65   76   -2   0.20   -1.53   0.17   -9.99  -999  34.62    83   99   65    0    0    3    0

ND BISMARCK    87   59   93   46   73   11   0.01   -0.39   0.01   -9.99  -999   9.50    72   85   47    3    0    1    0
DICKINSON    87   56   95   50   71    9   0.05   -0.32   0.04   -9.99  -999   9.99    78   92   34    2    0    2    0
FARGO    84   62   95   48   73   10   0.72    0.20   0.46   -9.99  -999  20.47   128   90   51    1    0    3    0
GRAND FORKS    83   58   95   51   71    9   0.12   -0.38   0.07   -9.99  -999  17.80   119   96   49    1    0    2    0
JAMESTOWN    85   58   96   46   71    9   0.65    0.24   0.64   -9.99  -999  11.73    80   96   44    1    0    2    1
WILLISTON    81   53   94   42   67    6   0.20   -0.10   0.19   -9.99  -999  12.53   114   97   58    1    0    2    0

OH AKRON-CANTON    84   58   89   53   71    4   0.37   -0.46   0.36   -9.99  -999  27.42   100   87   48    0    0    2    0
CINCINNATI    91   65   96   60   78    7   0.04   -0.70   0.04   -9.99  -999  29.22    95   84   40    5    0    1    0
CLEVELAND    84   61   91   57   73    6   0.00   -0.94   0.00   -9.99  -999  24.00    90   85   46    1    0    0    0
COLUMBUS    89   63   94   57   76    6   0.00   -0.74   0.00   -9.99  -999  27.44    98   85   46    3    0    0    0
DAYTON    87   61   93   55   74    5   0.45   -0.24   0.39   -9.99  -999  25.04    88   84   40    2    0    2    0
MANSFIELD    84   57   91   52   71    5   0.03   -0.94   0.02   -9.99  -999  24.94    80   90   43    1    0    2    0

        Based on 1971-2000 normals  -999  Not Available
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 7, 2002

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION RELATIVE
HUMIDITY,
PERCENT

NUMBER OF DAYS

TEMP. °F PRECIP

TOLEDO    88   59   95   57   74    7   0.02   -0.73   0.01   -9.99  -999  20.07    86   89   47    1    0    2    0
YOUNGSTOWN    82   56   90   51   69    4   0.59   -0.33   0.59   -9.99  -999  30.48   115   91   49    1    0    1    1

OK OKLAHOMA CITY    94   68   96   66   81    4   0.00   -0.77   0.00   -9.99  -999  24.00    96   91   42    7    0    0    0
TULSA    97   72   98   68   85    8   0.00   -0.98   0.00   -9.99  -999  23.52    82   89   50    7    0    0    0

OR ASTORIA    66   50   68   44   58   -2   0.11   -0.39   0.06   -9.99  -999  35.76    93   94   76    0    0    6    0
BURNS    80   39   88   28   59    0   0.00   -0.09   0.00   -9.99  -999   3.61    51   67   35    0    1    0    0
EUGENE    77   46   87   38   61   -3   0.00   -0.37   0.00   -9.99  -999  19.41    65   86   56    0    0    0    0
MEDFORD    81   51   96   44   66   -3   0.42    0.25   0.42   -9.99  -999   7.12    67   79   35    2    0    1    0
PENDLETON    77   52   89   41   64   -3   0.00   -0.14   0.00   -9.99  -999   6.09    75   53   36    0    0    0    0
PORTLAND    74   53   83   49   64   -2   0.00   -0.34   0.00   -9.99  -999  19.17    89   85   64    0    0    0    0
SALEM    76   49   85   43   62   -3   0.04   -0.25   0.02   -9.99  -999  21.61    94   88   61    0    0    2    0

PA ALLENTOWN    79   55   86   48   67    0   0.00   -1.06   0.00   -9.99  -999  22.44    71   91   54    0    0    0    0
ERIE    82   61   90   57   72    4   0.00   -1.15   0.00   -9.99  -999  26.84    97   85   56    1    0    0    0
MIDDLETOWN    79   60   87   55   70    0   0.18   -0.64   0.17   -9.99  -999  22.56    80   93   52    0    0    2    0
PHILADELPHIA    80   64   90   59   72   -1   1.36    0.45   1.32   -9.99  -999  22.44    75   86   56    1    0    2    1
PITTSBURGH    83   58   91   54   71    3   0.46   -0.34   0.46   -9.99  -999  22.00    81   89   41    1    0    1    0
WILKES-BARRE    77   55   85   47   66    0   0.30   -0.57   0.29   -9.99  -999  23.62    91   92   49    0    0    2    0
WILLIAMSPORT    81   56   88   49   68    1   0.14   -0.78   0.13   -9.99  -999  24.56    85   93   50    0    0    2    0

RI PROVIDENCE    77   58   84   53   67   -1   1.26    0.33   1.00   -9.99  -999  24.38    78   92   62    0    0    4    1
SC BEAUFORT    87   73   92   71   80    2   0.32   -1.25   0.19   -9.99  -999  33.79    90   98   66    1    0    2    0

CHARLESTON    87   71   91   69   79    0   0.49   -1.13   0.29   -9.99  -999  35.96    94   96   66    1    0    5    0
COLUMBIA    87   69   91   65   78    0   0.04   -1.04   0.04   -9.99  -999  28.10    77   89   55    2    0    1    0
GREENVILLE    85   66   92   64   75    0   0.01   -0.87   0.01   -9.99  -999  25.11    71   91   52    1    0    1    0

SD ABERDEEN    87   60   96   44   73    9   0.04   -0.41   0.04   -9.99  -999  12.88    80   86   49    3    0    1    0
HURON    90   63  101   48   77   12   0.00   -0.41   0.00   -9.99  -999  11.48    69   82   37    3    0    0    0
RAPID CITY    94   58  100   52   76   11   0.00   -0.25   0.00   -9.99  -999   7.18    54   59   18    6    0    0    0
SIOUX FALLS    86   64   93   48   75   10   0.00   -0.67   0.00   -9.99  -999  18.58    98   84   56    3    0    0    0

TN BRISTOL    89   58   91   53   74    4   0.01   -0.69   0.01   -9.99  -999  24.44    81   97   42    3    0    1    0
CHATTANOOGA    92   67   95   64   80    4   0.00   -0.98   0.00   -9.99  -999  28.71    75   86   45    6    0    0    0
KNOXVILLE    92   66   95   60   79    5   0.00   -0.65   0.00   -9.99  -999  37.47   108   88   40    5    0    0    0
MEMPHIS    92   74   95   69   83    5   0.00   -0.75   0.00   -9.99  -999  41.14   110   82   48    6    0    0    0
NASHVILLE    92   67   95   62   80    5   0.02   -0.82   0.02   -9.99  -999  37.18   111   90   43    6    0    1    0

TX ABILENE    93   69   95   65   81    2   0.00   -0.66   0.00   -9.99  -999  19.28   120   80   44    6    0    0    0
AMARILLO    88   63   91   61   75    3   0.00   -0.53   0.00   -9.99  -999  12.13    78   77   36    2    0    0    0
AUSTIN    95   70   97   68   83    1   1.64    1.08   1.62   -9.99  -999  20.15    91   82   50    6    0    2    1
BEAUMONT    86   76   93   75   81    0   0.96   -0.44   0.64   -9.99  -999  33.79    83  100   76    2    0    2    1
BROWNSVILLE    96   76   99   74   86    3   0.04   -1.11   0.03   -9.99  -999   8.54    51   90   49    7    0    2    0
CORPUS CHRISTI    93   75   95   74   84    1   0.30   -0.81   0.25   -9.99  -999  10.41    50   90   61    7    0    2    0
DEL RIO    96   75   99   73   86    3   0.26   -0.14   0.26   -9.99  -999   8.26    64   78   44    7    0    1    0
EL PASO    94   69   95   65   82    4   0.00   -0.39   0.00   -9.99  -999   4.25    68   51   26    7    0    0    0
FORT WORTH    96   74   97   73   85    4   0.00   -0.39   0.00   -9.99  -999  31.96   136   82   37    7    0    0    0
GALVESTON    85   78   90   74   82   -1   5.57    4.20   4.01   -9.99  -999  40.04   139   93   71    2    0    5    2
HOUSTON    88   74   94   74   81    0   3.39    2.37   2.85   -9.99  -999  30.62    95   96   69    3    0    3    2
LUBBOCK    91   65   93   63   78    4   0.07   -0.54   0.07   -9.99  -999  10.76    79   75   45    4    0    1    0
MIDLAND    93   71   95   69   82    5   0.00   -0.46   0.00   -9.99  -999   4.23    43   62   39    7    0    0    0
SAN ANGELO    93   68   96   66   81    3   0.00   -0.63   0.00   -9.99  -999   6.80    49   70   39    6    0    0    0
SAN ANTONIO    94   74   97   71   84    2   1.85    1.22   1.85   -9.99  -999  28.87   130   89   43    6    0    1    1
VICTORIA    93   73   96   70   83    1   0.05   -0.99   0.03   -9.99  -999  20.39    76   94   70    7    0    2    0
WACO    97   73   99   69   85    3   0.41   -0.08   0.41   -9.99  -999  16.35    75   79   46    6    0    1    0
WICHITA FALLS    98   69  101   67   84    5   0.00   -0.69   0.00   -9.99  -999  19.07    96   84   39    7    0    0    0

UT SALT LAKE CITY    87   62   93   56   74    4   0.24    0.01   0.21   -9.99  -999   7.54    67   53   22    4    0    3    0
VT BURLINGTON    79   53   87   44   66    2   0.00   -0.94   0.00   -9.99  -999  23.04    93   84   36    0    0    0    0
VA LYNCHBURG    84   59   93   56   72    1   0.06   -0.77   0.05   -9.99  -999  20.49    67   96   50    1    0    2    0

NORFOLK    80   67   94   63   74   -1   1.83    0.86   1.49   -9.99  -999  30.40    92   91   65    1    0    2    1
RICHMOND    82   63   94   59   73    0   1.27    0.38   1.00   -9.99  -999  22.35    72   97   63    1    0    2    1
ROANOKE    84   63   91   57   73    2   0.44   -0.46   0.34   -9.99  -999  18.29    60   89   53    1    0    2    0
WASH/DULLES    80   58   89   53   69   -2   0.38   -0.53   0.38   -9.99  -999  22.85    78   92   60    0    0    1    0

WA OLYMPIA    70   44   73   37   57   -4   0.16   -0.27   0.11   -9.99  -999  29.33   101   97   71    0    0    3    0
QUILLAYUTE    64   46   68   41   55   -3   0.50   -0.23   0.40   -9.99  -999  57.11    97   97   76    0    0    7    0
SEATTLE-TACOMA    69   51   72   47   60   -4   0.08   -0.26   0.07   -9.99  -999  21.38   102   87   67    0    0    2    0
SPOKANE    72   48   81   37   60   -4   0.04   -0.13   0.04   -9.99  -999   8.22    78   70   35    0    0    1    0
YAKIMA    76   46   85   36   61   -3   0.00   -0.08   0.00   -9.99  -999   3.69    74   70   43    0    0    0    0

WV BECKLEY    83   58   87   50   71    5   0.00   -0.72   0.00   -9.99  -999  26.02    85   90   53    0    0    0    0
CHARLESTON    90   59   94   52   75    5   0.00   -0.85   0.00   -9.99  -999  28.32    89   98   35    3    0    0    0
ELKINS    84   52   88   45   68    2   0.03   -0.91   0.01   -9.99  -999  35.38   106   99   38    0    0    3    0
HUNTINGTON    91   62   96   55   76    5   0.00   -0.70   0.00   -9.99  -999  30.62    99   94   34    4    0    0    0

WI EAU CLAIRE    85   61   92   52   73    9   4.38    3.33   2.99   -9.99  -999  32.30   133   93   48    1    0    4    2
GREEN BAY    80   56   85   51   68    5   0.94    0.10   0.79   -9.99  -999  21.81   104   97   60    0    0    4    1
LA CROSSE    86   62   90   55   74    7   1.40    0.47   0.79   -9.99  -999  24.09    99   94   48    1    0    3    1
MADISON    83   56   88   51   70    6   0.79   -0.10   0.79   -9.99  -999  20.44    83   93   51    0    0    1    1
MILWAUKEE    79   61   85   57   70    3   1.36    0.47   1.34   -9.99  -999  21.98    88   88   60    0    0    3    1

WY CASPER    87   51   92   42   69    7   0.00   -0.15   0.00   -9.99  -999   4.90    51   62   23    3    0    0    0
CHEYENNE    84   55   88   49   70    9   0.00   -0.36   0.00   -9.99  -999   6.46    52   52   23    0    0    0    0
LANDER    85   55   91   49   70    7   0.04   -0.14   0.04   -9.99  -999   5.37    57   50   27    2    0    1    0
SHERIDAN    86   52   96   46   69    7   0.12   -0.14   0.12   -9.99  -999   7.87    73   66   33    2    0    1    0

Based on 1971-2000 normals -999  Not Available

NOTE:  These data are preliminary and subject to change.  In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete.

NOTE: For this week only, the Season-to-Date Precipitation (9/1-9/7/02) is the same as the Weekly Precipitation.



10 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin September 10, 2002

August Weather and Crop Summary
Weather

Weather summary provided by USDA/WAOB

Midwestern rains came too late to help some summer crops but
aided late-planted corn and soybeans in the middle Mississippi
Valley and parts of the eastern Corn Belt.  Extremely dry
conditions persisted, however, in the Ohio Valley.  Meanwhile,
hot, mostly dry weather prevailed in the East until late in the
month, when heavy rain fell from eastern Georgia to southern
New England but bypassed areas farther inland.  In contrast, a
wet weather pattern again prevailed across Florida’s peninsula.
Farther west, hot, dry conditions developed across the
previously wet South-Central United States, while beneficial
showers provided varying degrees of drought relief on the
Plains.  Nevertheless, concerns mounted in the High Plains’
winter wheat-producing areas about limited soil moisture for
the upcoming autumn establishment period.  Meanwhile in the
West, August showers were largely confined to the northern
Rockies.  Little or no rain fell in California, Great Basin,
Pacific Northwest, and Desert Southwest, promoting fieldwork,
including Northwestern small grain harvesting, but
contributing to additional wildfire activity, further straining
drought-reduced irrigation reserves, and severely stressing
rangelands.

Cool weather spread across the northern Plains and Northwest,
holding August temperatures as much as 6oF below normal.
Persistently hot weather was confined to portions of the South-
Central United States (up to 5oF above normal) and areas from
the Ohio Valley into the Northeast (generally 2 to 4oF above
normal).

Despite heavy rainfall in Florida, the Delta, and other scattered
locations across the South, there was only one named tropical
system that directly affected the United States during August.
Bertha was a minimal tropical storm that formed from a low-
pressure system near the mouth of the Mississippi River on
August 4.  Bertha moved inland across eastern Louisiana early
on August 5, weakened to a tropical depression, then drifted
southwestward back over the northern Gulf of Mexico on
August 7.  Bertha never regained tropical-storm intensity,
making a final landfall on August 9 south of Corpus Christi,
TX, before dissipating over southern Texas.  The heaviest
rainfall associated with Bertha fell near the Mississippi-
Louisiana border, including a 24-hour total of 6.31 inches in
Pascagoula, MS, on August 4-5.  Less than 2 weeks later, heavy
rain returned to the western and central Gulf Coast States.
Galveston, TX, received 11.46 inches of rain on August 15,
their wettest August day on record (previously, 10.86 inches on
August 31, 1981), and the wettest day during any month since
12.19 inches fell on October 22, 1913.  Elsewhere, it was the
wettest August day (5.79 inches) in Beaumont-Port Arthur, TX,
since 1971, and the wettest August day (4.51 inches) in Lake
Charles, LA, since 1978.

Heavy rain also periodically soaked the upper half of the
Mississippi Valley, where Lincoln, IL (4.22 inches on August
16), experienced their wettest August day on record.  Rainfall
intensified further the following week, propelling August 18-24
totals to 9.29 inches in Dubuque, IA, 6.95 inches in Columbia,
MO, 5.93 inches in Rockford, IL, and 5.28 inches in Lincoln,
NE.  Most of Dubuque’s rain, 8.96 inches, fell during a 24-hour

period on August 21-22, surpassing their previous record of
8.85 inches set on September 14, 1967.  Meanwhile in
Montana, Glasgow received 2.58 inches (206 percent [%] of
normal) spread out over 16 days, breaking their 1944 record of
15 August days with measurable precipitation.  Farther east,
however, the summer (June-August) rainfall of 6.18 inches in
Indianapolis, IN, was slightly less than one-half of normal.

Toward month’s end, two rounds of heavy rain spread
northward along the East Coast, totaling 4 to 10 inches or more
from eastern Georgia to the coastal Mid-Atlantic region.  The
latter event carried into the first day of September.  Salisbury,
MD, netted 10.52 inches in a 5-day period from August 28 -
September 1, including 24-hour totals of 1.64 inches on August
28-29 and 8.84 inches on August 31 - September 1.  Similarly,
daily totals in Georgetown, DE, reached 1.47 inches on August
29 and 6.22 inches on September 1.  Farther south, 10.28
inches soaked Wilmington, NC, during the last 8 days of
August.  However, the rain did not prevent Mid-Atlantic
locations such as Washington, DC, and Baltimore, MD, from
completing their driest September-August period on record.
Washington received 22.63 inches (58% of normal) during the
12-month period, while Baltimore collected 26.33 inches
(63%).  In addition, Washington tied 1991 for their second-
hottest summer (June to August) on record, with an average
temperature of 79.4oF (2.4oF above normal).  With an average
temperature of 80.0oF, the summer of 1980 remains
Washington’s hottest on record.

Farther inland from the Atlantic Coast, several locations from
Georgia to Maine registered record or near-record August
dryness, compounding long-term rainfall deficits.  In Georgia,
August rainfall totaled just 0.14 inch (4% of normal) in Athens
and 0.77 inch (21%) in Atlanta.  It was Athens’ second-lowest
August rainfall behind 0.09 inch in 1951, and Atlanta’s lowest
August total since 0.50 inch fell in 1976.  Atlanta received
137.70 inches of precipitation (74% of normal) from January 1,
1999, to August 31, 2002, a deficit of 47.98 inches.  Unless
Atlanta receives 19.69 inches (130% of normal) during the next
4 months, 1999-2002 will replace 1893-96 as the city’s driest
4 consecutive calendar years on record.  Meanwhile in West
Virginia, August rainfall totals were the lowest on record in
locations such as Beckley (1.05 inches, or 30% of normal),
Clarksburg (0.66 inch, or 15%), and Parkersburg (0.46 inch, or
11%).  It was also the driest August on record in Blacksburg,
VA (0.88 inch, or 24% of normal), and Caribou, ME (0.55
inch, or 13%), replacing records that had been established in
1957.  Record heat accompanied the dryness, as Concord, NH,
registered an August-record 13 days with highs of 90oF or
higher, including an all-time record 9 consecutive such days
from August 11-19.  Previously, Concord’s longest heat wave
was 8 days, set from July 3-10, 1912; August 10-17, 1944; and
July 24-31, 1970.  Similarly, Windsor Locks, CT, noted 14 days
of 90oF heat during the month, tying their August 1988 record.

In Indianapolis, IN, high temperatures reached or exceeded
80oF on every day during August for only the second time on
record.  In addition, Indianapolis marked their 76th consecutive
day with highs at or above 80oF, far ahead of the former record
of 61 days, set in 1931.  Indianapolis’ monthly temperatures
averaged 77.4oF (3.9oF above normal), the highest August
reading since 79.6oF in 1995.  In contrast, Great Falls, MT,
completed their second-coolest August on record, behind only
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1993, with an average temperature of 60.8oF (4.8oF below
normal).  Farther south, some of the hottest weather of the year
overspread the South-Central United States.  On August 25, El
Paso, TX, posted their highest reading of the year (104oF, also
achieved on June 13, June 18, and August 15).  With 5
consecutive days of triple-digit heat from August 24-28, El Paso
reached a total 32 such days for the year (normal is 14 days, but
the record remains 62 days in 1994).  Meanwhile, San Antonio,
TX, noted a high of 100oF on August 26, their first triple-digit
reading since August 18, 2001.  Elsewhere, Tulsa, OK, closed
the June-August period with only 2 days of triple-digit heat
(101oF on July 26 and 100oF on August 23), compared with 23
such days during the summer of 2001.  Farther west, however,
records for the number of triple-digit days in a calendar year
were established in several Colorado locations, including 23
days in Pueblo (previously, 21 days in 1981) and 22 days in
Grand Junction (previously, 17 days in 1994).  In addition, only
0.30 inch (13% of normal) fell in Pueblo during the month,
their fifth-lowest August total.  Only 2.49 inches (25% of
normal) dampened Pueblo during the first 9 months of 2002.
Farther west, only a trace of rain (0.62 inch below normal) fell
in Winnemucca, NV, during July and August.

Wildfire activity remained a serious concern during August
across much of the West.  In early September, according to the
National Interagency Fire Center, 18 large wildfires across
eight States in various stages of containment were responsible
for more than 675,000 acres of charred vegetation.  The largest
of the fires, the 500,000-acre Biscuit complex in southwestern
Oregon, was more than 90% contained by early September.  By
September 3, the national, year-to-date wildfire acreage climbed
to more than 6.3 million acres, nearly twice the 10-year
average.  More than one-third of the 6.3 million acres (well
over 2 million acres) burned during August. Since 1960, U.S.
wildfires burned more vegetation in only 5 other years: 8.4
million acres in 2000; 7.4 million in 1988; 7.1 million in 1963;
and 6.7 million in 1969 and 1996.

In Alaska, August featured near- to below-normal temperatures
during the mid- to late-month period.  Late-month showers
eased dryness across portions of west-central and southwestern
Alaska, and maintained wet conditions across southeastern
parts of the State.  Nearly a foot (11.50 inches) of rain
inundated Port Alexander from August 25-31, propelling the
southeastern Alaska location to its wettest August (29.80
inches, or 268% of normal) on record.  Port Alexander’s
previous August record of 25.71 inches had been set in 1956.
Elsewhere in southeastern Alaska, Juneau received a monthly
total of 10.51 inches (their wettest August since 12.31 inches
fell in 1961).  In contrast, August rainfall totaled 1.03 inches
(34% of normal) in Bethel and 0.62 inch (19%) in Nome.  It
was Bethel’s driest August since 0.99 inch fell in 1976 and
Nome’s lowest August total since 0.40 inch in 1971.

August was a fairly uneventful month across Hawaii, with
rainfall at the major airport locations ranging from a trace (0.53
inch below normal) in Kahului, Maui, to 13.65 inches (140%
of normal) in Hilo, on the Big Island.  On August 12, locally
heavy showers caused minor flooding in eastern Kauai, and on
August 26-27, heavy rainfall soaked west-central parts of the
Big Island, where 24-hour totals reached 3.22 inches in Waiaha
and 1.82 inches in Kealakekau.

Fieldwork
Fieldwork summary provided by USDA/NASS

Widespread rains boosted vegetative growth and aided grain-
filling crops across much of the Corn Belt, especially after
midmonth.  In the western Corn Belt and adjacent areas of the
Great Plains, total precipitation for the month was above
normal, but many corn and soybean fields were too mature to
significantly benefit from the ground-soaking rains.  In the
Ohio River Valley and eastern Corn Belt, crop conditions
deteriorated, as unfavorably hot, dry weather remained.  The
small grain harvest continued on the northern Great Plains and
Pacific Northwest, although cool weather slowed ripening and
limited the harvest pace, especially on the High Plains.  Also,
harvest of cotton, rice, and other mature crops remained active
along the Gulf Coast most of the month, despite occasional rain
delays.  Harvest gradually expanded northward into adjacent
areas of the southern Great Plains and interior Mississippi
Delta.  Late-month storms boosted soil moisture supplies on the
Atlantic Coastal Plain, but hot, dry weather stressed crops most
of the month.

Development of the Nation’s corn crop remained very close to
last year’s pace and the 5-year average.  However, progress
remained well behind normal across the eastern Corn Belt,
especially in Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio, where fields entered
the dough and dent stages more than 1 week behind normal.
West of the Mississippi River, biological development slowed
due to cooler-than-normal weather, but fields progressed to the
dough and dent stages ahead of normal in most areas and well
ahead of normal in Iowa and Nebraska.  Rain eased drought
stress and aided grain-filling plants through most of the central
and western Corn Belt after midmonth.  However, relief was
limited, as many fields approached maturity in the southern and
western Corn Belt.  Along the Ohio River Valley and Atlantic
Coastal Plain, hot, dry weather stressed fields and hastened
ripening.  On September 1, 93 percent (%) of the crop was at or
beyond the dough stage, 63% was at or beyond the dent stage,
and 16% was mature.

Soybean development also progressed near last year’s pace and
the 5-year average and by September 1, 97% of the acreage was
setting pods and 7% was dropping leaves.  Above-normal
temperatures accelerated biological development in the central
and eastern Corn Belt, but fields entered the bloom and
pod-setting stages more than 1 week later than normal in
Indiana and Ohio.  Mild temperatures and soaking rains
promoted vegetative growth and aided reproductive
development around the middle and upper Mississippi Valley,
Great Lakes, and western Corn Belt, especially after midmonth.
However, most of the Ohio River Valley remained unfavorably
hot and dry.  Fields entered the bloom and pod-setting stages
far ahead of normal in Tennessee and Arkansas and well ahead
of normal in Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, and the Dakota’s.
Along the Atlantic Coastal Plain, above-normal temperatures
stimulated biological development most of the month, but
vegetative growth was stunted and crop conditions deteriorated.
As the end of the month approached, many fields neared
maturity in the lower Mississippi Valley and harvest
accelerated along the Gulf Coast, despite brief rain delays.
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Cotton development trailed last year’s pace most of the month,
but progress virtually matched the 5-year average.  Mostly
seasonal temperatures supported biological development in the
Southwest and along the Atlantic Coastal Plain, where fields
progressed to the boll-setting stage and approached maturity
earlier than normal.  In contrast, fields reached the boll-setting
and boll-opening stages later than normal in most areas of the
lower Mississippi Valley.  In Arkansas and Louisiana,  bolls
opened much later than normal.  In the southern Great Plains,
fields ripened slightly earlier than normal, and harvest steadily
advanced northward from the Gulf Coast into central Texas.

Winter wheat harvest advanced to 96% complete on August 18,
compared with 98% on this date last year and the 5-year
average of 97%.  Cool weather delayed ripening and limited the
harvest pace across the northern Great Plains, especially in
Montana.  Rain also contributed to harvest delays.

The barley and spring wheat harvests advanced to 71 and 66%,
respectively, on September 1, well behind the normal pace of 81
and 80%.  Cold nighttime temperatures delayed ripening and
limited the harvest pace across most of the northern Great
Plains.  Harvest progressed far behind normal in Montana and
well behind normal in Minnesota and North Dakota.  In
Washington and Idaho, the barley and spring wheat harvests
lagged early in the month, but exceeded the 5-year average at
the end of the month.  In South Dakota, the spring wheat
harvest was virtually complete by midmonth, well ahead of the
5-year average.

The oat harvest progressed ahead of normal before midmonth,
but fell behind normal thereafter.  On September 1, harvest was
92% complete, compared with 97% a year ago and the average
of 95%.  Dry weather supported rapid progress in Ohio and
South Dakota early in the month.  Harvest was also active in

Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin.  As midmonth approached,
harvest accelerated in the upper Mississippi Valley, but
progress remained 3 to 4 days behind normal in North Dakota.

Ninety-six percent of the rice crop was heading on August 25,
slightly less than last year’s 97-percent progress but ahead of
the 92-percent average for this date.  Rice fields quickly entered
the heading stage in the interior Mississippi Delta during the
first half of the month, and by the end of the month, heading
was complete in Mississippi and nearly complete in Arkansas.
Along the Gulf Coast, nearly all fields were headed and most
were turning color or mature by midmonth.  Harvest was 24%
complete on September 1, compared with last year’s 26-percent
pace and the 5-year average of 23%.  Mostly dry weather aided
progress along the Gulf Coast, especially in Texas, where
harvest progressed well ahead of normal.  In Louisiana,
midmonth thunderstorms briefly interrupted progress.
Cooler-than-normal weather limited crop development in
California most of the month, but a period of abnormally warm
weather accelerated progress near midmonth.   

On September 1, the sorghum crop was 93% headed or beyond,
66% was turning color or beyond, and 33% was mature.  All
three stages progressed behind last year’s pace and the 5-year
average, even though hot weather promoted rapid development
in the Great Plains and Corn Belt most of the month.  Fields
quickly ripened along the Gulf Coast and adjacent areas of the
interior Great Plains and Mississippi Valley.  In the central and
northern Great Plains and southern Corn Belt, more than
one-half of the acreage was turning color by the end of the
month, and the most advanced fields were mature.  Harvest was
active along the Gulf Coast most of the month, although rain
occasionally interrupted progress.  As the month progressed,
harvest gradually expanded into interior areas of the southern
Great Plains and lower Mississippi.
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION SUMMARY
August 2002

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMP, °F PRECIP.

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMP, °F PRECIP.

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMP, °F PRECIP.

AL BIRMINGHAM  81   1  1.60  -1.88 LEXINGTON  78   3  2.91  -0.86 COLUMBUS  76   2  2.13  -1.59
HUNTSVILLE  80   1  2.19  -1.13 LONDON-CORBIN  76   2  2.22  -1.14 DAYTON  76   4  0.87  -2.62
MOBILE  81   0  5.04  -1.16 LOUISVILLE  81   4  0.67  -2.74 MANSFIELD  73   4  2.48  -2.12
MONTGOMERY  81   0  1.61  -2.02 PADUCAH  79   3  1.72  -1.27 TOLEDO  74   3  1.26  -1.93

AK ANCHORAGE  57   1  3.23   0.30 LA BATON ROUGE  82   1  4.63  -1.23 YOUNGSTOWN  71   3  4.13   0.70
BARROW  37  -2  0.87  -0.17 LAKE CHARLES  83   1  7.99   3.14 OK OKLAHOMA CITY  81   0  1.57  -0.91
COLD BAY  53   1  3.58  -0.01 NEW ORLEANS  83   0  4.09  -2.06 TULSA  83   1  3.54   0.69
FAIRBANKS  55  -1  3.03   1.29 SHREVEPORT  84   1  1.50  -1.21 OR ASTORIA  61   0  0.03  -1.18
JUNEAU  55  -1 10.51   5.14 ME BANGOR  70   2  0.73  -2.26 BURNS  61  -3  0.07  -0.38
KING SALMON  56   1  3.35   0.46 CARIBOU  65   2  0.55  -3.60 EUGENE  66   0  0.12  -0.87
KODIAK  56   1  2.85  -1.63 PORTLAND  70   3  1.30  -1.75 MEDFORD  72  -1  0.00  -0.52
NOME  48  -3  0.63  -2.60 MD BALTIMORE  78   4  3.35  -0.39 PENDLETON  70  -2  0.03  -0.53

AZ FLAGSTAFF  66   2  1.00  -1.89 MA BOSTON  75   3  2.13  -1.24 PORTLAND  69   0  0.04  -0.89
PHOENIX  95   4  0.00  -0.94 WORCESTER  71   3  2.95  -1.14 SALEM  67   0  0.02  -0.66
TUCSON  86   1  1.61  -0.69 MI ALPENA  66   1  1.99  -1.51 PA ALLENTOWN  75   4  2.68  -1.67

AR FORT SMITH  82   0  4.72   2.16 DETROIT  73   1  3.31   0.21 ERIE  72   1  0.24  -3.97
LITTLE ROCK  81   0  1.21  -1.72 FLINT  71   2  1.50  -1.93 MIDDLETOWN  78   4  2.69  -0.62

CA BAKERSFIELD  82   0  0.00  -0.08 GRAND RAPIDS  70   1  4.65   0.87 PHILADELPHIA  79   3  2.48  -1.34
EUREKA  55  -4  0.01  -0.37 HOUGHTON LAKE  65   0  2.04  -1.68 PITTSBURGH  74   3  2.87  -0.51
FRESNO  80   0  0.00  -0.01 LANSING  69   1  2.00  -1.46 WILKES-BARRE  73   3  3.86   0.76
LOS ANGELES  68  -3  0.12  -0.02 MUSKEGON  70   1  4.37   0.60 WILLIAMSPORT  74   3  1.20  -2.18
REDDING  81   2  0.00  -0.22 TRAVERSE CITY  68   0  8.44   5.05 PR SAN JUAN  83   1  3.19  -2.03
SACRAMENTO  74  -1  0.00  -0.06 MN DULUTH  64   0  4.21  -0.01 RI PROVIDENCE  75   3  1.93  -1.97
SAN DIEGO  69  -4  0.00  -0.09 INT'L FALLS  64   0  4.41   1.27 SC CHARLESTON  80   0  9.65   2.74
SAN FRANCISCO  64   0  0.00  -0.07 MINNEAPOLIS  71   0  8.31   4.26 COLUMBIA  81   1  5.08  -0.33
STOCKTON  74  -2  0.02  -0.03 ROCHESTER  67  -1  4.76   0.43 FLORENCE  80   0  7.21   1.88

CO ALAMOSA  62   0  0.34  -0.85 ST. CLOUD  67   0  3.63  -0.30 GREENVILLE  78   0  4.21   0.13
CO SPRINGS  70   2  0.43  -3.05 MS JACKSON  81   0  5.43   1.77 MYRTLE BEACH  79   0  7.54   1.96
DENVER  71   0  0.78  -0.97 MERIDIAN  81   0  2.40  -0.94 SD ABERDEEN  68  -3  3.82   1.40
GRAND JUNCTION  75   0  1.14   0.30 TUPELO  81   1  2.32  -0.35 HURON  71   0  3.70   1.63
PUEBLO  75   1  0.30  -1.97 MO COLUMBIA  77   1  8.50   4.75 RAPID CITY  71   0  0.79  -0.82

CT BRIDGEPORT  75   2  3.85   0.10 JOPLIN  81   3  1.15  -2.67 SIOUX FALLS  71   0  8.27   5.26
HARTFORD  74   2  2.80  -1.18 KANSAS CITY  79   2  2.05  -1.49 TN BRISTOL  76   3  3.22   0.22

DC WASHINGTON  81   4  1.61  -1.83 SPRINGFIELD  78   0  3.15  -0.22 CHATTANOOGA  81   3  3.74   0.15
DE WILMINGTON  78   3  2.03  -1.48 ST JOSEPH  77   1  2.46  -1.34 JACKSON  80   1  5.07   2.19
FL DAYTONA BEACH  81  -1 11.56   5.47 ST LOUIS  80   2  4.13   1.15 KNOXVILLE  79   2  1.42  -1.47

FT LAUDERDALE  83   0  6.74  -0.14 MT BILLINGS  67  -4  0.67  -0.18 MEMPHIS  82   1  5.26   2.26
FT MYERS  82  -1 12.52   2.98 BUTTE  57  -5  2.53   1.17 NASHVILLE  80   2  3.15  -0.13
JACKSONVILLE  80  -1  8.15   1.28 GLASGOW  66  -3  2.60   1.35 TX ABILENE  84   1  1.06  -1.57
KEY WEST  84   0  6.69   1.29 GREAT FALLS  61  -5  2.48   0.83 AMARILLO  78   2  3.82   0.88
MELBOURNE  81   0  9.35   3.57 HELENA  64  -3  1.34   0.05 AUSTIN  84  -1  2.36   0.05
MIAMI  84   0  6.57  -2.06 KALISPELL  61  -2  1.22  -0.03 BEAUMONT  83   0 10.74   5.89
ORLANDO  81  -2 10.98   4.73 MILES CITY  70  -3  1.62   0.46 BROWNSVILLE  86   2  1.89  -1.10
PENSACOLA  82   0  6.27  -0.58 MISSOULA  63  -3  0.51  -0.64 COLLEGE STATION  84  -1  3.63   1.00
ST PETERSBURG  82  -1  6.71  -1.55 NE GRAND ISLAND  75   1  2.80  -0.28 CORPUS CHRISTI  85   1  1.10  -2.44
TALLAHASSEE  81  -1  4.13  -2.90 HASTINGS  76   2  2.74  -0.44 DALLAS/FT WORTH  85   1  1.46  -0.57
TAMPA  82  -1  7.87   0.27 LINCOLN  76   1  8.30   4.95 DEL RIO  87   2  0.63  -0.96
WEST PALM BEACH  83   0  5.47  -1.18 MCCOOK  78   3  1.74  -1.06 EL PASO  84   3  1.34  -0.41

GA ATHENS  80   2  0.14  -3.64 NORFOLK  73   0  5.67   2.87 GALVESTON  85   1 14.69  10.47
ATLANTA  80   1  0.75  -2.92 NORTH PLATTE  73   0  1.30  -0.85 HOUSTON  84   1  5.47   1.64
AUGUSTA  80   1  1.61  -2.87 OMAHA/EPPLEY  75   1  8.00   4.79 LUBBOCK  82   4  1.30  -1.05
COLUMBUS  83   2  1.87  -1.91 SCOTTSBLUFF  71   0  3.50   2.31 MIDLAND  85   5  0.16  -1.61
MACON  81   1  2.76  -1.03 VALENTINE  73   1  2.49   0.29 SAN ANGELO  85   4  0.39  -1.66
SAVANNAH  80  -1  4.33  -2.87 NV ELKO  66  -2  0.01  -0.35 SAN ANTONIO  85   1  0.55  -2.02

HI HILO  77   1 13.66   3.88 ELY  65  -1  0.02  -0.89 VICTORIA  84   0  2.60  -0.45
HONOLULU  82   0  0.28  -0.18 LAS VEGAS  91   2  0.00  -0.45 WACO  85   0  0.98  -0.87
KAHULUI  80   0  0.00  -0.53 RENO  73   3  0.83   0.56 WICHITA FALLS  85   2  0.16  -2.22
LIHUE  80   0  2.52   0.61 WINNEMUCCA  68  -2  0.00  -0.35 UT SALT LAKE CITY  76   0  0.03  -0.73

ID BOISE  71  -3  0.04  -0.26 NH CONCORD  71   3  1.97  -1.24 VT BURLINGTON  71   3  1.18  -2.83
LEWISTON  71  -2  1.38   0.63 NJ ATLANTIC CITY  76   2  2.44  -1.88 VA LYNCHBURG  76   2  1.78  -1.63
POCATELLO  66  -2  0.00  -0.66 NEWARK  78   2  4.31   0.29 NORFOLK  79   2  4.29  -0.50

IL CHICAGO/O'HARE  73   1  8.07   3.45 NM ALBUQUERQUE  78   2  1.57  -0.16 RICHMOND  79   3  3.19  -0.99
MOLINE  73   0  4.37  -0.04 NY ALBANY  73   4  3.86   0.19 ROANOKE  77   2  2.20  -1.54
PEORIA  75   2  4.57   1.41 BINGHAMTON  71   4  1.81  -1.54 WASH/DULLES  78   4  2.82  -0.96
ROCKFORD  73   2  6.99   2.78 BUFFALO  71   2  1.77  -2.10 WA OLYMPIA  63   0  0.12  -0.98
SPRINGFIELD  75   1  5.39   1.98 ROCHESTER  72   3  0.83  -2.71 QUILLAYUTE  59   0  0.47  -2.20

IN EVANSVILLE  79   3  0.63  -2.51 SYRACUSE  73   4  2.72  -0.84 SEATTLE-TACOMA  65  -1  0.04  -0.98
FORT WAYNE  73   2  2.80  -0.80 NC ASHEVILLE  73   1  2.13  -2.17 SPOKANE  67  -2  1.26   0.58
INDIANAPOLIS  77   3  1.42  -2.40 CHARLOTTE  78  -1  4.33   0.61 YAKIMA  68   0  0.00  -0.36
SOUTH BEND  73   2  2.32  -1.66 GREENSBORO  77   1  3.03  -0.68 WV BECKLEY  71   2  1.10  -2.35

IA BURLINGTON  74   0  6.40   2.54 HATTERAS  79   0  6.34  -0.22 CHARLESTON  76   3  1.73  -2.38
CEDAR RAPIDS  70  -2  5.18   0.95 RALEIGH  78   1  4.45   0.67 ELKINS  70   1  2.54  -1.72
DES MOINES  73  -1  3.50  -1.01 WILMINGTON  79  -1 12.11   4.80 HUNTINGTON  77   3  2.01  -1.87
DUBUQUE  70   0  9.71   5.12 ND BISMARCK  69   0  2.40   0.25 WI EAU CLAIRE  70   1  6.66   1.98
SIOUX CITY  71  -1  5.67   2.77 DICKINSON  67  -2  1.28  -0.23 GREEN BAY  68   1  4.02   0.25
WATERLOO  70  -1  5.31   1.23 FARGO  67  -2  3.74   1.22 LA CROSSE  71  -1  2.76  -1.52

KS CONCORDIA  80   3  3.15  -0.09 GRAND FORKS  66  -2  4.39   1.67 MADISON  69   0  3.03  -1.30
DODGE CITY  78   0  5.16   2.43 JAMESTOWN  67  -2  2.24  -0.09 MILWAUKEE  71   0  4.57   0.54
GOODLAND  75   2  2.20  -0.29 MINOT  67  -1  2.77   0.82 WAUSAU  67  -1  4.41  -0.12
HILL CITY  78   1  1.74  -1.29 WILLISTON  65  -3  1.97   0.49 WY CASPER  67  -2  0.55  -0.18
TOPEKA  79   2  3.07  -0.74 OH AKRON-CANTON  73   3  2.72  -0.93 CHEYENNE  67   1  2.20   0.38
WICHITA  80   0  4.92   1.98 CINCINNATI  77   3  1.50  -2.29 LANDER  67  -2  0.08  -0.49

KY JACKSON  76   2  1.72  -2.41 CLEVELAND  74   4  2.00  -1.69 SHERIDAN  65  -3  1.30   0.50

        Based on 1971-2000 normals.                                                                                       *** Not Available.
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Summer Weather Review
Review provided by USDA/WAOB

Highlights: Showery weather and near-normal summer
temperatures across the northernmost Plains, upper Midwest,
and parts of the South contrasted with hot, unfavorably dry
conditions from the Southwest to the north-central Plains
(generally 1 to 5oF above normal), and from the Ohio Valley into
much of the East (as much as 3oF above normal).

Widespread summer flooding was confined to the Red River
Valley of the North and adjacent areas (in June), and south-
central Texas (in early July).  Heavy showers also soaked
Florida, but were spread out across the entire summer, curbing
irrigation demands.  Drought was much more prominent,
affecting the East Coast States from Georgia to Maine;
expanding into parts of the Corn Belt, especially across the
previously saturated Ohio Valley; and intensifying in most areas
from the north-central Plains and central High Plains westward.
Despite adequate rainfall in the upper Mississippi Valley,
Midwestern corn and soybeans experienced overall the most
adverse growing conditions since the summer of 1995.
Elsewhere, drought across much of the Plains, East, and West
strained drought-reduced water reserves and severely stressed
pastures and rangelands.  In the West, heat and drought
contributed to one of the most active wildfire seasons in the last
40 years, rivaling 1963, 1969, 1988, 1996, and 2000.

June: Hot, dry weather brought worsening drought conditions
from southern California to the High Plains (excluding
Montana).  The drought continued to severely stress dryland
agricultural interests and strain irrigation reserves.  Farther
north, beneficial showers eased stress on spring-sown small
grains across the interior Northwest, Montana, and North
Dakota, although flooding affected parts of the Red River
Valley.  Meanwhile, most of the Midwest experienced
above-normal temperatures and a gradual drying trend during
June.  By month's end, soil moisture
remained mostly adequate in the
previously saturated lower Midwest,
but heat and dryness increased stress
on corn and soybeans in the western
Corn Belt.  Farther south, heavy
showers eased or eliminated citrus
irrigation requirements across
Florida.  Despite scattered showers
elsewhere in the South, soil moisture
shortages continued to stress rain-fed
summer crops in the lower Rio Grande
Valley and most areas from the Delta
to the southern Mid-Atlantic region.
In contrast, torrential rainfall
developed across south-central Texas
at month's end.

Monthly temperatures averaged as
much as 3oF below normal along the
California coast and in Montana and
Florida.  Readings were near normal

across the remainder of the South, but as much as 5oF below
normal in northern New England.  Warmer-than-normal weather
prevailed elsewhere, averaging up to 5oF above normal in the
western Corn Belt, 3 to 7oF above normal on the central High
Plains, and generally 3 to 5oF above normal in the Southwest.

July: Very warm, dry weather depleted topsoil moisture and
stressed summer crops in the eastern Corn Belt, while hot, dry
conditions severely stressed reproductive to filling corn and
soybeans in the westernmost Corn Belt.  In contrast, wet weather
prevailed in much of Iowa and Minnesota.  Meanwhile on the
north-central and central High Plains, drought and excessive
heat continued to adversely affect pastures and dryland summer
crops.  Somewhat more favorable conditions existed on the
northern and southern Plains.  Farther west, hot, dry weather
stressed dryland agriculture across the interior Northwest.
Meanwhile, monsoon showers eased irrigation demands and
provided limited relief from long-term drought in the Four
Corners region.  Farther east, record rainfall and flooding struck
south-central Texas in early July, and an overall wet pattern
continued for the remainder of the month across the South.  In
the Atlantic Coast region, however, above-normal temperatures
and only isolated showers led to drought intensification.

Monthly temperatures across the South ranged from as much as
3oF above normal in the southern Mid-Atlantic region to 3oF
below normal in central Texas.  Readings also averaged as much
as 3oF below normal at a few locations in northern New England
and along the California coast.  Hotter-than-normal weather
prevailed across the remainder of the country, boosting July
temperatures generally 1 to 5oF above normal in the Corn Belt
and 3 to 7oF above normal in the Great Basin, Intermountain
West, interior Northwest, and the Plains� core drought area.

August: The complete monthly summary begins on page 10.
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION SUMMARY
Summer 2002

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMP, °F PRECIP.

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMP, °F PRECIP.

STATES
AND

STATIONS

TEMP, °F PRECIP.

AL BIRMINGHAM  80   1  14.56   2.21 LEXINGTON  77   3   7.35  -5.80 COLUMBUS  76   3   9.72  -2.68
HUNTSVILLE  79   1  10.42  -1.52 LONDON-CORBIN  75   1   9.55  -2.44 DAYTON  75   3   5.94  -5.51
MOBILE  80  -1  18.67   0.92 LOUISVILLE  80   3   5.97  -5.50 MANSFIELD  72   3   7.79  -5.55
MONTGOMERY  81   0  10.61  -2.46 PADUCAH  80   4   4.71  -7.24 TOLEDO  74   3   5.17  -4.62

AK ANCHORAGE  57   0   5.66  -0.03 LA BATON ROUGE  81   0  11.95  -5.20 YOUNGSTOWN  71   3  12.02   0.58
BARROW  37  -1   1.52  -0.71 LAKE CHARLES  82   0  28.20  12.16 OK OKLAHOMA CITY  79  -1  11.08   1.03
COLD BAY  51   2   7.02  -1.99 NEW ORLEANS  82   0  13.48  -5.70 TULSA  81   0   8.64  -1.89
FAIRBANKS  58  -1   6.45   1.58 SHREVEPORT  82   0   7.20  -4.55 OR ASTORIA  60   1   2.52  -2.42
JUNEAU  55  -1  18.64   5.77 ME BANGOR  66  -1   6.38  -3.26 BURNS  64   1   0.54  -0.97
KING SALMON  55   1   7.31   0.57 CARIBOU  62  -1   9.60  -1.75 EUGENE  65   1   0.80  -2.36
KODIAK  53   0  16.18   2.20 PORTLAND  67   1   8.96  -0.69 MEDFORD  72   2   0.11  -1.40
NOME  50   0   2.43  -4.09 MD BALTIMORE  77   3   8.01  -3.01 PENDLETON  71   1   1.35  -0.40

AZ FLAGSTAFF  66   2   3.60  -2.12 MA BOSTON  72   1   8.31  -1.34 PORTLAND  68   1   1.80  -1.44
PHOENIX  95   4   1.18  -0.84 WORCESTER  68   0  10.45  -1.85 SALEM  66   1   1.33  -1.37
TUCSON  87   2   4.08  -0.53 MI ALPENA  66   2   8.70  -0.50 PA ALLENTOWN  73   2   8.47  -4.14

AR FORT SMITH  81   1  10.33   0.30 DETROIT  73   1   7.87  -1.94 ERIE  71   1   4.86  -6.91
LITTLE ROCK  80  -1   6.65  -3.54 FLINT  71   3   5.30  -4.37 MIDDLETOWN  76   2   6.34  -4.41

CA BAKERSFIELD  82   1   0.00  -0.20 GRAND RAPIDS  71   2   8.78  -2.23 PHILADELPHIA  78   3   8.34  -3.16
EUREKA  55  -3   0.32  -0.87 HOUGHTON LAKE  67   2   5.59  -3.81 PITTSBURGH  73   2   7.17  -4.29
FRESNO  81   2   0.02  -0.23 LANSING  70   2   8.04  -1.70 WILKES-BARRE  71   1   9.94  -0.87
LOS ANGELES  67  -2   0.16  -0.09 MUSKEGON  70   2   9.17   0.50 WILLIAMSPORT  73   3   7.94  -3.97
REDDING  81   2   0.00  -0.96 TRAVERSE CITY  69   2  11.48   1.63 PR SAN JUAN  83   1   9.97  -2.93
SACRAMENTO  74   0   0.00  -0.31 MN DULUTH  65   2  15.36   2.69 RI PROVIDENCE  72   1   5.70  -4.75
SAN DIEGO  67  -3   0.00  -0.21 INT'L FALLS  65   1  16.54   6.05 SC CHARLESTON  80   0  22.10   3.14
SAN FRANCISCO  63   0   0.00  -0.21 MINNEAPOLIS  73   2  21.80   9.37 COLUMBIA  81   1   9.08  -6.86
STOCKTON  75  -1   0.02  -0.17 ROCHESTER  70   2  18.05   5.11 FLORENCE  80   0  13.34  -1.54

CO ALAMOSA  64   2   1.20  -1.52 ST. CLOUD  69   2  13.70   1.92 GREENVILLE  79   2   9.13  -3.52
CO SPRINGS  72   5   3.22  -5.45 MS JACKSON  80   0  18.59   6.42 MYRTLE BEACH  79   0  16.47   2.04
DENVER  73   3   3.62  -2.06 MERIDIAN  80  -1   9.57  -3.21 SD ABERDEEN  71   1   9.00   0.17
GRAND JUNCTION  78   4   1.35  -0.56 TUPELO  80   1   9.96  -1.18 HURON  74   3   5.85  -2.36
PUEBLO  76   3   1.57  -4.07 MO COLUMBIA  77   2  14.13   2.56 RAPID CITY  73   4   2.35  -4.12

CT BRIDGEPORT  73   1   9.30  -1.79 JOPLIN  79   1  10.77  -2.02 SIOUX FALLS  73   3  12.63   3.20
HARTFORD  72   1  10.20  -1.30 KANSAS CITY  79   3   4.70  -7.70 TN BRISTOL  75   2   9.97  -1.13

DC WASHINGTON  79   2   7.63  -2.60 SPRINGFIELD  77   1   7.77  -4.18 CHATTANOOGA  80   2   8.07  -4.24
DE WILMINGTON  76   2   8.38  -3.00 ST JOSEPH  79   3   4.84  -7.06 JACKSON  79   0   7.49  -5.32
FL DAYTONA BEACH  80  -1  31.22  14.27 ST LOUIS  80   2  10.88   0.24 KNOXVILLE  78   2  11.00  -0.64

FT LAUDERDALE  82   0  32.24   8.65 MT BILLINGS  70   1   2.68  -1.34 MEMPHIS  82   1  15.93   4.41
FT MYERS  82  -1  27.56  -0.73 BUTTE  59  -1   6.07   1.17 NASHVILLE  79   2  12.57   1.44
JACKSONVILLE  80  -1  22.22   4.01 GLASGOW  68   0   8.26   3.03 TX ABILENE  81  -1   9.93   2.55
KEY WEST  83  -1  16.61   3.37 GREAT FALLS  64   0   9.02   3.68 AMARILLO  78   2   7.02  -1.88
MELBOURNE  80  -1  22.90   5.91 HELENA  66   1   7.32   2.87 AUSTIN  82  -1  12.92   4.83
MIAMI  82  -1  34.73  11.77 KALISPELL  62   0   4.56  -0.40 BEAUMONT  83   1  20.89   4.23
ORLANDO  81  -1  34.22  13.47 MILES CITY  72   1   4.16  -1.03 BROWNSVILLE  85   1   4.62  -3.07
PENSACOLA  81  -1  18.66  -2.60 MISSOULA  65   0   3.85  -0.12 COLLEGE STATION  83  -1  12.36   4.02
ST PETERSBURG  82  -1  21.55   0.48 NE GRAND ISLAND  77   4   5.39  -4.55 CORPUS CHRISTI  84   1   6.19  -2.88
TALLAHASSEE  81  -1  13.73  -8.26 HASTINGS  78   4   4.64  -5.94 DALLAS/FT WORTH  83   0   7.64   0.26
TAMPA  82   0  26.83   7.24 LINCOLN  78   3  10.05  -0.35 DEL RIO  85   1   4.60  -1.35
WEST PALM BEACH  82   0  31.60  11.40 MCCOOK  80   6   5.28  -4.04 EL PASO  84   2   3.03  -1.08

GA ATHENS  79   1   7.19  -4.94 NORFOLK  76   3   9.65  -1.14 GALVESTON  83  -1  23.73  12.02
ATLANTA  79   0   6.13  -6.29 NORTH PLATTE  76   4   3.95  -4.54 HOUSTON  83   0  17.15   4.79
AUGUSTA  80   1  10.76  -1.98 OMAHA/EPPLEY  78   4  12.78   1.76 LUBBOCK  80   2   5.77  -1.69
COLUMBUS  82   1  12.28  -0.05 SCOTTSBLUFF  74   4   4.18  -1.79 MIDLAND  83   2   1.80  -3.57
MACON  80   0   7.24  -4.41 VALENTINE  75   4   3.64  -4.94 SAN ANGELO  82   1   3.28  -2.39
SAVANNAH  81   0  18.26  -0.47 NV ELKO  68   2   0.49  -0.84 SAN ANTONIO  84   1  18.97  10.07

HI HILO  76   0  27.81  -0.04 ELY  66   2   0.36  -1.81 VICTORIA  83   0  13.12   2.21
HONOLULU  81   0   0.47  -0.92 LAS VEGAS  91   2   0.52  -0.45 WACO  83  -1   6.17  -0.99
KAHULUI  79   0   0.68  -0.57 RENO  74   5   1.06   0.08 WICHITA FALLS  82  -1   7.84   0.19
LIHUE  80   1   5.33  -0.52 WINNEMUCCA  70   1   0.12  -1.19 UT SALT LAKE CITY  76   2   0.37  -1.88

ID BOISE  73   1   0.33  -1.10 NH CONCORD  68   0   9.54  -0.14 VT BURLINGTON  68   0  11.26  -0.15
LEWISTON  72   1   2.98   0.35 NJ ATLANTIC CITY  74   1   8.51  -2.33 VA LYNCHBURG  75   2   7.17  -4.42
POCATELLO  67   0   0.57  -1.70 NEWARK  77   2  11.30  -0.80 NORFOLK  79   2  12.17  -1.56

IL CHICAGO/O'HARE  74   3  15.36   3.60 NM ALBUQUERQUE  78   2   2.65  -1.00 RICHMOND  78   2   6.39  -6.00
MOLINE  74   1  14.91   1.84 NY ALBANY  71   2  10.13  -0.76 ROANOKE  76   2   6.71  -4.71
PEORIA  76   3  11.47   0.45 BINGHAMTON  69   3  10.39  -0.25 WASH/DULLES  76   2   9.09  -2.33
ROCKFORD  73   2  15.61   2.50 BUFFALO  71   2   6.47  -4.36 WA OLYMPIA  62   0   2.09  -1.61
SPRINGFIELD  76   2  13.33   2.62 ROCHESTER  71   2   6.71  -3.12 QUILLAYUTE  58   0   5.74  -2.77

IN EVANSVILLE  78   1   6.58  -4.41 SYRACUSE  71   2   9.82  -1.47 SEATTLE-TACOMA  64   0   2.41  -0.89
FORT WAYNE  73   2   8.35  -2.87 NC ASHEVILLE  73   2   9.43  -3.12 SPOKANE  67   1   3.01   0.39
INDIANAPOLIS  76   2   6.18  -6.19 CHARLOTTE  78  -1   6.79  -4.14 YAKIMA  69   2   0.83  -0.37
SOUTH BEND  73   2   6.01  -5.89 GREENSBORO  77   1  10.02  -1.66 WV BECKLEY  70   1   8.54  -3.61

IA BURLINGTON  74   0  15.71   2.92 HATTERAS  78   0  15.43   0.10 CHARLESTON  75   3   9.02  -4.04
CEDAR RAPIDS  72   0  16.93   4.17 RALEIGH  79   2  11.53   0.04 ELKINS  70   2  13.19  -0.51
DES MOINES  75   1  11.24  -2.02 WILMINGTON  79   0  23.19   2.90 HUNTINGTON  76   2   8.42  -3.80
DUBUQUE  71   1  22.25   9.85 ND BISMARCK  71   3   6.55  -0.77 WI EAU CLAIRE  71   2  16.06   3.17
SIOUX CITY  74   2  13.53   3.72 DICKINSON  68   1   6.98   0.05 GREEN BAY  69   1  10.86   0.22
WATERLOO  73   1  16.93   3.83 FARGO  70   1  14.15   5.24 LA CROSSE  73   1  12.94   0.41

KS CONCORDIA  80   3   4.63  -6.76 GRAND FORKS  68   1  14.80   5.99 MADISON  71   2   8.80  -3.51
DODGE CITY  79   1   7.19  -1.86 JAMESTOWN  68   0   8.75   0.15 MILWAUKEE  72   2  10.05  -1.12
GOODLAND  77   4   4.28  -5.05 MINOT  68   1   7.90   0.10 WAUSAU  69   1  15.18   2.35
HILL CITY  80   4   4.01  -5.93 WILLISTON  67   0   8.44   2.32 WY CASPER  69   2   2.13  -1.32
TOPEKA  79   3   8.02  -4.50 OH AKRON-CANTON  72   2   7.83  -3.39 CHEYENNE  69   4   3.35  -2.85
WICHITA  79   0  12.24   1.74 CINCINNATI  76   2   6.42  -5.54 LANDER  70   2   1.30  -1.26

KY JACKSON  75   2  12.20  -1.19 CLEVELAND  73   3   5.79  -5.31 SHERIDAN  68   2   3.93   0.00

        Based on 1971-2000 normals.                                                                                        *** Not Available.
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National Agricultural Summary
September 2 - 8, 2002

Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS

 

Corn: Ninety-seven percent of the crop was at or beyond the
dough stage, 78 percent was at or beyond the dent stage, and
29 percent was mature.  Acreage at or beyond the dough stage
slightly exceeded last year and the 5-year average, while
dented and mature acreage slightly trailed last year and the
average.  Hot weather stimulated rapid biological development
throughout the Corn Belt.  In Michigan, 19 percent entered the
dough stage and 30 percent progressed to the dent stage.  In
Indiana and Ohio, 21 and 18 percent, respectively, entered the
dent stage, but progress remained well behind normal.  Fields
also entered the dent stage later than normal in Colorado and
North Dakota.  In Iowa and Nebraska, about one-fifth of the
acreage reached maturity during the week, raising the
accumulated total to 35 and 32 percent, respectively.  

Soybeans: Nineteen percent of the acreage was dropping
leaves, slightly less than last year and the 5-year average of
20 percent.  Above-normal temperatures promoted crop
development throughout the Corn Belt, Great Plains, and
Mississippi Delta, but fields were shedding leaves somewhat
faster in the western Corn Belt and northern Great Plains.
More than one-fifth of the acreage began shedding leaves in
North Dakota, and almost one-fifth began shedding leaves in
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, and South Dakota.  Elsewhere,
fields were shedding leaves much later than normal in Indiana,
Louisiana, and Ohio.

Cotton: Fifty-two percent of the acreage had open bolls,
matching last year’s pace and exceeding the 51 percent
average for this date.  Fields continued to ripen well ahead of
normal on the Atlantic Coastal Plain, despite cool overnight
temperatures.  Bolls were opening much earlier than normal
in North Carolina.  Fields also ripened ahead of normal in the
Southwest, and harvest began in California’s Imperial Valley.
In contrast, development remained well behind normal in the
lower Mississippi Valley, even though temperatures were
warmer than normal in  most areas.  In Texas, 42 percent had
open bolls and 17 percent was harvested.  

Small grains: The barley harvest advanced to 82 percent
complete, more than 1 week behind last year’s 95-percent
pace and a few days behind the 5-year average of 89 percent.
Harvest neared completion slightly ahead of normal in Idaho,
Minnesota, and Washington, but progress remained about 2

weeks behind normal in Montana and 1 week behind in North
Dakota.

The spring wheat harvest, at 75 percent complete, was far
behind last year’s speedy 95-percent pace and well behind the
average of 88 percent.  Harvest was most active in Montana,
advancing 15 percentage points during the week, but progress
remained far behind normal.  The harvest pace was slightly
slower in Minnesota, but harvest neared completion only
slightly later than normal.  In North Dakota, harvest progress
was limited by slow crop maturation.

Winter wheat seeding was 9 percent complete, 2 percentage
points ahead of last year and the 5-year average.  Washington
led all States with well over one-third of the acreage planted.
On the Great Plains, all States from Texas to South Dakota,
except Kansas, had more than 10 percent of their hard red
winter crop seeded by the end of the week.  Only 4 percent
was planted in Kansas, but progress slightly exceeded the
5-year average.  In the Corn Belt, very little soft red winter
acreage was planted.

Rice: Harvest progressed to 33 percent complete, compared
with 34 percent at this time last year and the 5-year average
of 32 percent.  Harvest progressed without delay in the lower
Mississippi Valley, advancing 14 and 13 percentage points in
Arkansas and Mississippi, respectively.  Harvest remained
well ahead of normal in Texas even though rain limited
progress.  In California, the harvest pace remained very slow.

Sorghum: Seventy-four percent was turning color or
beyond, 44 percent was mature and 25 percent was harvested.
Despite hot, dry weather, all three stages remained behind last
year’s pace and two of the three stages trailed the 5-year
average.  In South Dakota, 15 percent of the acreage began
turning color during the week.  Progress was slightly slower
in Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska.  Meanwhile,
almost one-fourth of the Illinois acreage and nearly one-fifth
of the Missouri crop reached maturity.  Many fields also
matured in Arkansas, Kansas, Oklahoma, and South Dakota.
Harvest was more than one-half complete in Arkansas,
Louisiana, and Texas.  A few fields were harvested in Kansas,
Nebraska, and South Dakota, but progress was isolated.

HIGHLIGHTS
  

Above-normal temperatures accelerated crop
development across most of the Nation during
the week.  In most areas, crops rapidly
progressed from reproductive and grain-filling
stages to grain- and plant-drying stages.  The
fall harvest pace gained momentum, as dry
weather prevailed across all but a few isolated
areas of the country.  In the Corn Belt, harvest
was mostly confined to areas along the Missouri

and Ohio River Valleys, but many corn and
soybean fields in the western Corn Belt and
adjacent areas of the Great Plains were dry
enough to harvest.  Small grain harvest
continued on the northern Great Plains, and
winter wheat seeding progressed without delay
in the central and southern Great Plains and
Pacific Northwest.
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Crop Progress and Condition
Week Ending September 8, 2002

Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS

Corn Percent Dough

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

CO 96 87 90 90
IL 98 95 99 97
IN 94 86 100 98
IA 99 96 90 96
KS 100 100 99 100
KY 100 100 100 100
MI 79 60 77 77
MN 98 96 98 98
MO 100 100 98 100
NE 100 97 99 98
NC 100 99 100 100
ND 100 100 100 100
OH 92 84 95 96
PA 90 80 86 83
SD 97 93 96 94
TN 100 100 100 100
TX 100 100 100 100
WI 86 80 71 85
18 Sts 97 93 95 96
These 18 States planted 93% of last
year's corn acreage.

Sorghum Percent Coloring

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

AR 97 96 100 96
CO 34 25 38 42
IL 78 65 86 72
KS 72 61 87 80
LA 98 95 100 100
MO 80 70 87 86
NE 68 58 81 73
NM 31 23 44 40
OK 69 60 68 67
SD 79 64 81 71
TX 80 76 90 87
11 Sts 74 66 85 80
These 11 States planted 97% of last
year's sorghum acreage.

Corn Percent Dented

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

CO 44 34 62 56
IL 80 66 92 84
IN 64 43 96 83
IA 88 74 74 82
KS 93 78 92 93
KY 95 91 97 94
MI 49 19 48 51
MN 80 57 66 78
MO 93 87 91 95
NE 89 77 89 85
NC 97 93 97 92
ND 68 42 83 78
OH 52 34 71 66
PA 70 55 64 53
SD 76 57 79 71
TN 100 98 100 98
TX 97 94 97 96
WI 56 39 19 51
18 Sts 78 63 79 79
These 18 States planted 93% of last
year's corn acreage.

Sorghum Percent Mature

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

AR 88 75 87 77
CO 5 0 5 4
IL 29 5 43 22
KS 28 11 34 29
LA 90 86 100 98
MO 43 24 48 43
NE 12 3 6 13
NM 2 0 0 0
OK 50 35 36 22
SD 18 6 19 16
TX 70 65 78 71
11 Sts 44 33 49 44
These 11 States planted 97% of last
year's sorghum acreage.

Rice Percent Harvested

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

AR 23 9 26 21
CA 2 1 4 5
LA 80 77 81 83
MS 23 10 22 25
MO 6 2 9 4
TX 95 90 84 82
6 Sts 33 24 34 32
These 6 States harvested 100% of
last year's rice acreage.

Corn Percent Mature

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

CO 10 4 10 12
IL 24 14 48 34
IN 20 6 42 33
IA 35 14 21 33
KS 58 41 56 57
KY 70 61 76 63
MI 9 3 6 11
MN 9 1 6 12
MO 65 49 62 62
NE 32 13 24 21
NC 84 74 84 78
ND 7 2 24 17
OH 7 2 10 12
PA 30 18 23 13
SD 24 17 19 17
TN 92 73 82 80
TX 82 73 84 81
WI 8 0 0 9
18 Sts 29 16 31 30
These 18 States planted 93% of last
year's corn acreage.

Sorghum Percent Harvested

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

AR 52 NA 58 47
CO 0 NA 0 0
IL 0 NA 0 1
KS 5 NA 18 12
LA 69 NA 70 78
MO 0 NA 15 7
NE 2 NA 0 1
NM 0 NA 0 0
OK 28 NA 23 8
SD 4 NA 1 2
TX 60 NA 62 61
11 Sts 25 NA 32 28
These 11 States harvested 97% of
last year's sorghum acreage.

Spring Wheat Percent Harvested

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

ID 93 82 92 85
MN 91 78 98 94
MT 58 43 87 85
ND 69 60 96 85
SD 100 100 100 100
WA 99 94 96 96
6 Sts 75 66 95 88
These 6 States harvested 98% of
last year's spring wheat acreage.
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Crop Progress and Condition
Week Ending September 8, 2002

Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS

Soybeans Percent Dropping
Leaves

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

AR 19 13 31 15
IL 9 3 25 17
IN 18 11 35 34
IA 20 3 4 12
KS 31 13 33 37
KY 18 4 17 16
LA 28 20 42 44
MI 11 1 13 15
MN 22 4 14 16
MS 50 37 57 50
MO 10 5 8 13
NE 19 7 11 14
NC 7 5 7 7
ND 26 4 21 23
OH 18 6 29 28
SD 44 26 40 33
TN 19 11 22 16
WI 12 0 0 7
18 Sts 19 7 20 20
These 18 States planted 95% of last
year's soybean acreage.

Winter Wheat Percent Planted

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

AR 0 NA 1 0
CA 0 NA 0 0
CO 13 NA 11 11
ID 5 NA 6 5
IL 0 NA 0 0
IN 0 NA 1 1
KS 4 NA 4 3
MI 1 NA 0 1
MO 0 NA 0 0
MT 8 NA 4 3
NE 11 NA 10 11
NC 0 NA 0 0
OH 0 NA 0 0
OK 12 NA 12 7
OR 0 NA 0 0
SD 14 NA 9 13
TX 11 NA 10 11
WA 39 NA 26 27
18 Sts 9 NA 7 7
These 18 States planted 90% of last
year's winter wheat acreage.

Cotton Percent Bolls Opening

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

AL 64 50 37 49
AZ 89 68 87 80
AR 45 23 73 56
CA 45 36 49 38
GA 63 48 47 49
LA 73 60 80 83
MS 71 62 71 75
MO 42 35 59 57
NC 52 40 24 31
OK 33 25 25 30
SC 40 30 35 35
TN 49 32 63 59
TX 42 33 46 45
VA 48 34 24 37
14 Sts 52 40 52 51
These 14 States planted 98% of last
year's cotton acreage.

Barley Percent Harvested

Sep 8
2002

Prev
Week

Prev
Year

5-Yr
Avg

ID 92 80 93 84
MN 96 88 99 95
MT 62 49 88 88
ND 80 70 98 90
WA 99 90 96 96
5 Sts 82 71 95 89
These 5 States harvested 79% of
last year's barley acreage.

Rice Crop Condition by Percent

VP P F G EX
AR 1 5 26 46 22
CA 0 0 40 10 50
LA 0 2 40 53 5
MS 0 2 11 53 34
MO 2 3 23 52 20
TX 0 0 12 54 34
6 Sts 1 3 28 43 25
Prev Wk 1 3 29 44 23
Prev Yr 0 3 20 59 18

Soybeans Crop Condition by
Percent

VP P F G EX
AR 2 9 26 44 19
IL 12 16 33 35 4
IN 13 20 35 29 3
IA 3 7 25 48 17
KS 14 29 35 20 2
KY 10 23 34 25 8
LA 2 10 29 50 9
MI 5 14 35 38 8
MN 2 6 24 51 17
MS 0 4 17 47 32
MO 20 29 31 18 2
NE 26 26 28 18 2
NC 4 13 39 42 2
ND 5 9 23 54 9
OH 21 30 36 12 1
SD 9 15 28 41 7
TN 8 12 29 45 6
WI 4 8 23 46 19
18 Sts 10 16 29 36 9
Prev Wk 9 15 30 37 9
Prev Yr 4 12 31 43 10

Corn Crop Condition by Percent

VP P F G EX
CO 22 23 35 15 5
IL 13 18 33 32 4
IN 18 24 30 26 2
IA 3 8 23 46 20
KS 26 29 32 12 1
KY 10 23 34 27 6
MI 6 15 38 34 7
MN 2 6 25 49 18
MO 25 28 27 17 3
NE 25 15 27 28 5
NC 19 21 41 18 1
ND 6 8 25 51 10
OH 27 32 29 11 1
PA 34 33 21 12 0
SD 20 16 27 30 7
TN 8 12 33 41 6
TX 9 24 26 34 7
WI 5 12 23 42 18
18 Sts 14 17 28 32 9
Prev Wk 13 17 29 33 8
Prev Yr 4 11 31 42 12
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Crop Progress and Condition
Week Ending September 8, 2002

Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS

Cotton Crop Condition by
Percent

VP P F G EX
AL 5 15 44 31 5
AZ 0 3 21 50 26
AR 2 4 19 59 16
CA 0 0 5 55 40
GA 7 16 37 32 8
LA 0 4 30 50 16
MS 0 2 11 54 33
MO 9 21 23 45 2
NC 4 24 42 29 1
OK 4 12 39 45 0
SC 13 37 43 7 0
TN 4 8 28 51 9
TX 8 17 32 32 11
VA 7 33 30 27 3
14 Sts 5 13 29 39 14
Prev Wk 5 12 29 40 14
Prev Yr 9 17 29 36 9

National crop conditions for
selected States are weighted
based on the year 2001 planted
acres.

Sorghum Crop Condition by
Percent

VP P F G EX
AR 1 5 27 53 14
CO 20 30 32 17 1
IL 21 30 32 17 0
KS 27 33 27 12 1
LA 5 13 40 36 6
MO 7 20 46 24 3
NE 40 32 23 5 0
NM 30 18 31 21 0
OK 15 10 36 35 4
SD 31 31 27 11 0
TX 12 18 40 26 4
11 Sts 20 25 33 20 2
Prev Wk 21 25 33 19 2
Prev Yr 12 21 32 31 4

Peanuts Crop Condition by
Percent

VP P F G EX
AL 7 10 49 31 3
FL 0 10 30 60 0
GA 4 14 38 36 8
NC 2 10 54 34 0
OK 1 10 36 42 11
TX 1 5 28 43 23
VA 12 21 37 26 4
8 Sts 3 11 37 39 10
Prev Wk 3 11 36 38 12
Prev Yr 2 8 25 50 15

VP - Very Poor
P - Poor
F - Fair
G - Good
EX - Excellent

* Revised
NA - Not Available

Pasture and Range Crop Condition by Percent
Week Ending September 8, 2002

VP P F G EX VP P F G EX
AL 6 26 35 32 1 NH 4 29 51 16 0
AZ 39 42 16 3 0 NJ 0 47 53 0 0
AR 2 13 48 34 3 NM 48 26 20 5 1
CA 60 30 10 0 0 NY 25 23 38 11 3
CO 68 21 9 2 0 NC 22 31 32 15 0
CT 5 23 37 35 0 ND 29 27 29 14 1
DE 35 31 24 10 0 OH 39 34 23 4 0
FL 0 0 10 80 10 OK 6 12 32 42 8
GA 19 31 33 16 1 OR 28 32 30 9 1
ID 6 29 48 17 0 PA 43 31 19 7 0
IL 27 17 33 21 2 RI 2 39 59 0 0
IN 40 30 24 6 0 SC 13 33 40 14 0
IA 14 23 30 30 3 SD 36 27 23 13 1
KS 40 27 22 10 1 TN 22 33 29 15 1
KY 23 32 30 14 1 TX 14 23 38 21 4
LA 4 12 38 39 7 UT 44 31 23 2 0
ME 15 51 20 14 0 VT 24 30 32 14 0
MD 30 33 30 7 0 VA 39 27 24 10 0
MA 6 36 49 9 0 WA 10 28 38 24 0
MI 9 25 40 25 1 WV 14 36 35 15 0
MN 2 11 32 48 7 WI 3 10 25 52 10
MS 3 7 26 53 11 WY 57 23 16 4 0
MO 28 30 30 11 1 48 Sts 26 24 27 20 3
MT 25 31 28 14 2
NE 58 28 10 4 0 Prev Wk 24 25 27 21 3
NV 8 32 40 20 0 Prev Yr 12 23 33 28 4
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State Agricultural Summaries
These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season,  provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale.
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National
Weather Service.  The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at
http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf.

ALABAMA:  Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 30% very short, 52%
short, 18% adequate, 0% surplus. Corn 97% dented, 100% 2001, 99% avg.;
84% mature, 87% 2001, 92% avg.; 38% harvested, 38% 2001, 57% avg.; 5%
very poor, 10% poor, 41% fair, 37% good, 7% excellent.  Soybeans 97%
setting pods, 96% 2001, 88% avg.; 30% dropping leaves, 22% 2001, 20%
avg.; 1% very poor, 37% poor, 36% fair, 21% good, 5% excellent.  Pasture,
range feed 6% very poor, 26% poor, 35% fair, 32% good, 1% excellent.
Livestock condition 1% very poor, 4% poor, 20% fair, 61% good, 14%
excellent.  Some areas are becoming extremely dry.  Harvest of vegetable
crops is winding down in many areas.

ALASKA:  Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 90% adequate, 10%
surplus.  Subsoil 95% adequate, 5% surplus. Intermittent rains continued
across most of the state again this week. Frosts were reported in Delta and
in the Kenai.  Daytime high temperatures were in the fifties, sixties.  Nighttime
lows were generally in the thirties to forties but dipped into the high twenties
in Delta.   Barley 25% harvested. Oat 60% ripe. No wind or rain damage was
reported to grain crops.  Potato harvest 20% complete.  Second cutting hay
harvest  was still hampered by rain. Winter supplies of hay were reported as
30% short, 70% adequate. Activities:  Harvesting grains, vegetables, hay,
potatoes, weed control, equipment maintenance.

ARIZONA:      Temperatures throughout the state were well above average
for the week.  Cotton bolls opening was reported as 89% opening, compared
with 87% last year, 80% for the five-year average.  Cotton condition remains
mostly good.  Significant amounts of rainfall were reported throughout the
state.  Precipitation was reported at 15 of 17 reporting stations.  As a result,
range, pasture feeds improved slightly; however, conditions remain mostly
poor.  Three of 17 reporting stations are above 50% of normal precipitation
levels for this time of year.

ARKANSAS:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil 13%very short, 52%
short, 35% adequate, no surplus. Sorghum 97% turning color, 100% 2001,
96% 5 yr. Avg. 88%  mature, 87% 2001, 77% 5 yr. avg.; 52% harvested, 58%
2001, 47% 5 yr. avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 27% fair, 53% good,
14%excellent;  Corn 99% mature, 98% 2001, 100% 5 yr .avg.; 50%
harvested, 75% 2001, 69% 5 yr. avg.;  0% very poor,2% poor, 27% fair, 45%
good, 26% excellent;  Soybeans 98% setting pods, 99% 2001, 95% 5 yr. avg.;
27% yellowing, 17% 2001, 16%5 yr. avg.; 19% shedding, 31% 2001, 15% 5
yr. avg.;  8% mature, 0% 2001, 2% 5 yr. avg.; 2% very poor, 9% poor, 26%
fair, 44% good,  19%excellent. Cotton 45% opening bolls, 73% 2001, 56%
5yr. avg.;  2% very poor, 4% poor,19% fair, 59% good, 16% excellent  Rice
100% headed,100% 2001, 100% 5 yr. avg.; 65% ripe, 43% 2001, 39% 3 yr.
avg.('97,'98, '00);23% harvested, 26% 2001, 21% 5yr. avg.; 1% very poor,
5% poor, 26% fair, 46% good, 22% excellent.  Other Hay: 1% very poor, 9%
poor, 38% fair, 45% good, 7% excellent. Pasture, range feed 2% very poor,
13% poor, 48% fair, 34% good, 3% excellent. Revisions: No revisions made
to previous week.FIELD CROP : The state's corn harvest is in fullswing.
Sorghum, early soybean fields, rice are being harvested.  Most rice fields are
being drained,  prepared for harvest.  Some cotton fields are reported as
being defoliated.  Most insecticide, fungicide treatments are being terminated.
Harvest continues for apples,  peaches.  Some field preparation has begun
for planting of winter wheat.  LIVESTOCK, PASTURE, RANGE:  Cattle
remain in goodcondition.  Hay harvest, baling continues.  Some producers in
the western, southern portions of the state are feeding cattle.  Pastures
continue to be mowed, fertilized,  sprayed with insecticides as armyworm
levels continue to be above normal.

CALIFORNIA:      Cotton harvesting began in the Imperial Valley.  In the San
Joaquin Valley, spraying for whiteflies, aphids was winding down, a few cotton
fields were treated with defoliant in preparation for harvest.  Most cotton fields
showed good progress with open bolls, good boll retention.  Irrigation, pest
control treatments continued in a few fields of Pima cotton.  Cutting,
windrowing, baling of alfalfa hay continued.  Maturing alfalfa hay fields
continued to show vigorous growth.  Harvesting of alfalfa seed continued.
Only a few fields remained to be harvested.  Harvested alfalfa hay, alfalfa
seed fields were irrigated, treated for control of insect pests as required.
Grain fields planted for winter forage exhibited good crop emergence.
Discing, leveling continued in fields being prepared for fall planting.  Sudan
grass was cut, windrowed, baled for hay.  Field, silage corn harvesting
continued.  Maturing corn fields were irrigated, treated to control insect pests.
Dry bean plantings were harvested in a few locations.  Other dry bean fields
were nearing maturity, drying in preparation for harvest.  A few dry bean fields
were sprayed for lygus.   Sugar beets, wild rice, safflower continued to be
harvested.  Sugar beet, sweet potato fields planted for later harvest were
growing well, being irrigated.  Harvesting of a few early maturing rice varieties
continued.  Other rice fields were drying down in preparation for harvest.
Stone fruit harvesting continued at a reduced pace as cool temperatures

prevailed.  Varieties picked, packed included Fairtime, September Snow
peaches; Angeleno, Autumn Beaut plums; Arctic Mist and September Red
nectarines.  Table grape harvesting continued at a steady pace.  Table grape
varieties picked, packed included Crimson Seedless, Thompson Seedless,
Flame Seedless.  Approximately 60% of raisin vineyards had been picked, the
grapes laid out on trays for drying.  Raisin trays were rolled in approximately
15% of harvested vineyards, about five percent of trays had been picked up.
Wine grape harvesting continued.  Harvesting of apples continued.  The
primary varieties picked were Granny Smith, Royal Gala, Macintosh.  Asian
pears, figs, pomegranates were harvested.  Strawberry harvesting continued
in the Central Coast counties.  Planting of strawberries continued in the east
side districts.  Olive growers used bait applications to control olive fruit flies.
Valencia orange harvesting remained slow.  Some mandarin blocks were
white-washed to control fruit sunburn.  Lemon harvesting  continued at desert
locations in order to take advantage of dry weather.  Late season spraying for
scale control continued in all citrus orchards.  Almond harvesting was in full
swing throughout the State. Irrigation, pest control activities continued in many
orchards. Walnut, pistachio, pecan orchards continued to show good
progress. Harvest preparations were underway in walnut orchards.  Recently
planted fields of broccoli, lettuce showed good emergence.  Fields were
irrigated, treated for control of diseases and insect pests as necessary.
Cantaloupes, watermelon, honeydews, mixed melons continued to be picked,
packed, shipped for fresh market use.  Maturing melon fields planted for later
harvest continued to show good crop progress.  Treatments to control fungal,
bacterial diseases were applied in some melon fields.  Some looper, aphid
treatments were applied in tomato fields.  Onions were harvested in Kern
County.  Harvesting of eggplant, peppers, string beans, squash was winding
down for the year.  Planting of cauliflower, broccoli, spinach for fall harvesting
continued.  The following vegetables were also harvested: fresh, processing
tomatoes, carrots, sweet corn, daikon, basil, long beans, cucumbers, okra,
green onions, squash, garlic, leaf lettuce, and parsley.  Very dry range,
pasture feeds persisted with limited forage available.  Supplemental feeding
of livestock continued.  Some herds have been moved to winter grazing
grounds as conditions declined.  Fall calving was underway.  Sheep grazed
harvested melon fields, fallow fields.  Bees were active in a few late melon
fields but most hives had been removed.

COLORADO:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3.  Topsoil 35% veryshort, 29%
short, 35% adequate, 1% surplus.  Subsoil 71% very short, 24%  short, 5%
adequate. experienced unseasonably warm weather last week
withtemperatures 70 above average.  Moisture was limitedprimarily to the
Western Slope it received between .25 to .5 inches of moisture.  The rest of
state experienced spottythunderstorms dropping hail and heavy rains.  The
aboveaverage temperatures quickly evaporated the moisture received. Field
Crops ReportWinter wheat planting progressed to 13% completecompared to
last year and the five year average of 11%. Spring barley harvest finished last
week.  Spring wheatharvest moved to 93% complete compared to last year's
89%, the five year average of 66%. Corn in or passed the dough stage
advanced to 96% compared with last year, the five year average of 90%.  Corn
44% dent rose, behind both last year's pace of 62%, the five year average of
56%.  Corn mature 10% by the end of theweek, tied with last year's pace but
behind the five yearaverage of 12%.  Cutting of dry beans moved to 35%,
behind both last year's 42%, the five year average of 37%. Dry bean harvest
was at 28% complete, ahead of both last year's pace of 25%, thefive year
average of 20%. Sorghum headed ended the week at 80%, behind both last
year's 99%, the fiveyear average of 95%. Sorghum turning color progressedto
34%,  behind both last year's pace of 38%, the five year average of 42%.  Five
percent of thesorghum is mature.  Alfalfa's 3rd cutting ended the week at 55%
complete, ahead of both last year's pace of 49%, the five year average of
53%.  A fourth cutting began in some areas last week.  Dry onions harvested
advanced to 48% complete, behind both last year's 56%, the five year average
of 53%.  Summerpotato harvest moved to 49% complete, behind both
lastyear's 73%, the five year average of 62%. Fall potato harvest progressed
to 9% complete, ahead ofboth last year's pace, the five year average of 7%.
Alfalfa, dry beans were rated in mostly good to fair condition.  The sunflower
crop was rated in mostly poor tovery poor condition.  Sugar beets, dry onion,
summerpotatoes, fall potatoes conditions were rated mostly good. Corn,
sorghum crops were rated in mostly fair to poor condition.Livestock, Pasture,
Range Report Overall, pasture, range feed 68% very poor, 21% poor, 9% fair,
2% good.The condition ratings continued at levels well below both last year,
the five year averages.

DELAWARE:      Days suitable for fieldwork 5.30. Topsoil 6% very short, 31%
short,62% adequate, 1% surplus.  Subsoil 14% very short, 67% short, 18%
adequate, 1% surplus.  Corn 52% very poor, 15% poor, 9% fair, 20% good,
4% excellent; 87% dent, 77% 2001, 82% avg.  Corn mature 56%,41% 2001,
35% avg.  Corn harvested for grain 6%, 5% 2001, 7% avg.; 77% silage
harvested, 44% 2001, 48% avg. Soybean 32% very poor,18% poor, 33% fair,
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13% good, 4% excellent; 15% turning color, 10% 2001, 15% avg.; 9%
dropping leaves, 2% 2001, 4% avg. Sorghum 61% very poor, 8% poor, 18%
fair, 13% good; 35% coloring, 38% 2001, 35% avg.; 4% mature, 2% 2001,
2% avg.  Range, Pasture feed 35% very poor, 31% poor, 24% fair, 10% good.
Other hay 4th cutting 20%, 25% 2001, 27% avg.  Alfalfa hay 4th cutting 36%,
44% 2001, 38% avg.  Apple condition 7% very poor, 18% poor, 22% fair, 50%
good, and 3% excellent.  Apples 35% harvested, 39% 2001, 47% avg.
Watermelon 93%, harvested, 93% 2001, 90% avg. Cucumbers 80%
harvested, 79% 2001, 85% avg. Lima beans 24% harvested, and 21% 2001.
Snap beans 90% harvested, 83% 2001, 84% avg. Sweet Corn 90%
harvested, 86% 2001, 86% avg. Tomatoes 78% harvested, 80% 2001, 82%
avg.  Cantaloupes harvested 93%, 94% 2001, 91% avg.  Hay supplies 20%
very short, 41% short, 38% adequate, 1% surplus. All but Monday of last
week was sunny, low-mid 80's, down to upper 50's an night, heavy fog
Saturday morning.  Cucumber harvest still active, as well as apples, potatoes,
corn for grain, limabeans.

FLORIDA:      Topsoil 1% very short, 14% short, 49% adequate, 36% surplus.
Subsoil 2% very short, 14% short, 54% adequate, 30% surplus.  Temperature
average: mostly 10 above normal in major cities.  Daytime highs: 80s, 90s.
Nighttime lows: mostly 70s with Alachua recording at least one low in 60s.
Rainfall range: traces at Dover to 4.34 in. at Homestead with tropical systems
bringing rain to many localities.  Panhandle, northern Peninsula moisture
supplies short to adequate; central, southern Peninsula moisture adequate to
surplus.  Peanut 10% poor, 30% fair, 60% good; digging increasing slowly;
producers starting to harvest early maturing varieties.  Recent showers
disrupted some hay harvesting.  Corn harvesting active.  Cotton bolls opening;
some fields being defoliated.  Okra harvesting active, Dade County.  Fall
vegetable planting active; no significant damage from recent storms reported.
Quincy tomatoes good to excellent; picking expected to begin late September.
Hot, wet, windy week citrus areas.  Tropical storm Edouard brought rain, light
winds until Thursday.  Rain accumulations were in the 1:00 to 4:00 in range.
Abundant new growth, good fruit sizes, some splitting but not a major
problem.  New crop early bloom tangerines, grapefruit being shipped in limited
quantities.  Caretakers cutting cover crops, removing vines, spraying,
herbiciding, fertilizing.  Pasture 10% feed  fair,80% good,  10% excellent.
Cattle 5% fair, 85% good, 10% excellent.  Panhandle: range condition mostly
fair, worms, mole cricket activity evident; cattle condition mostly good.  North:
range condition fair to good, most pastures doing well; cattle condition good,
stock ponds low.  Central: range fair to mostly good;  cattle mostly good.
South: range mostly good; cattle mostly good.

GEORGIA:      Days suitable for field work 6.5.  Soil 28% very short, 40%
short, 31% adequate, 1% surplus.  Corn 78% harvested for grain, 65% 2001,
73% avg.  Cotton 4% harvested, 9% 2001, 4% avg.  Hay 24% very poor, 29%
poor, 32% fair, 14% good, 1% excellent.  Peanuts 9% dug, 5% 2001, 8%
avg.; 5% combined, 2% 2001, 4% avg.  Rye 2% planted, 1% 2001, 1% avg.
Sorghum 7% very poor, 18% poor, 45% fair, 27% good, 3% excellent; 27%
harvested for grain, 12% 2001, 26% avg.  Soybeans 96% setting pods, 95%
2001, 92% avg.  Tobacco 97% harvested, 94% 2001, 93% avg.  Apples 1%
very poor, 16% poor, 49% fair, 28% good, 6% excellent; 34% harvested, 27%
2001, 32% avg.  Pecans 7% very poor, 23% poor, 45% fair, 23% good, 2%
excellent.  Drought conditions continued to prevail across state, last week.
Rainfall returned to below normal levels, ranged from 0.00 to 0.62  inches.
Temperatures were near normal.  Reservoirs, streams, lakes continued at low
levels.  Crop conditions showed little improvement; however, late August rains
helped some peanut, sorghum fields.  Hay, pasture feeds declined, as soils
dried, armyworm numbers increased.  Poor grazing conditions continued to
compel cattle producers to feed hay.  Hay harvesting continued with reduced
yields.  In north state, grape harvesting progressed, continued to look good.
The tobacco harvest neared completion.  Growers sprayed peanuts for
insects.  Growers actively harvested corn, defoliated, picked cotton, dug,
combined peanuts.  Apple harvesting continued at a steady pace.  Producers
routinely managed livestock, poultry.

HAWAII:      The approaching high pressure system in the north brought
increasing trade winds, more light to moderate showers to the State during
the past week . Heavy irrigation was still necessary to maintain crop progress.
East state banana  orchards remained in good condition with adequate
moisture, regular spraying. Papaya orchards were in fair to good condition
with good fruit sets. Most vegetable crops continued to make favorable
progress despite rodent attacks in dry, heavily-infested areas.

IDAHO:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0.  Topsoil 26% very short, 41%
short, 33% adequate.  Irrigation water supply 8% very poor, 25% poor, 31%
fair, 36% good.  Potatoes 45% vines dying/killed, 55% 2001, 40% avg,; 11%
harvested, 9% 2001, 7% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 25% fair, 58% good,
14% excellent.  Oats 59% harvested for grain, 59% 2001, 73% avg.  Alfalfa
hay 63% 3rd cutting harvested, 63% 2001, 61% avg.; 19% 4th cutting
harvested, 19% 2001, 12% avg.  Field Corn 4% harvested for silage, 11%
2001, 11% avg.  Dry Beans 50% harvested, 29% 2001, 24% avg.  Mint 99%
1st cutting harvested, 100% 2001, 90% avg.  Dry Peas 86% harvested, 95%
2001, 94% avg.  Lentils 92% harvested, 92% 2001, 84% avg.  Onions 27%
harvested, 31% 2001, 22% avg.  Apples 5% harvested, 13% 2001, 12% avg.
Peaches 44% harvested, 62% 2001, 70% avg.  Prunes, Plums 39%
harvested, 42% 2001, 52% avg.  Activities: Killing potato vines, tilling grain
fields, harvesting fruit, onions.

ILLINOIS:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9.  Topsoil 24% very short, 36%
short, 39% adequate, 1% surplus.  Soybeans 40% turning yellow, 57% 2001,
47% avg.  Alfalfa 3rd crop cut 84%, 94% 2001, 88% avg.  Farmers across the
state tested, repaired, performed maintenance on  harvesting equipment,
storage facilities last week to get ready for the upcoming harvest of corn,
soybeans.  In some areas, corn harvest for grain, seed corn has already
begun.  Higher than normal temperatures, low moisture levels have been the
trend across the state last week.  Dust-bowl type conditions have been
reported in the southeast where the area still has not received any rain.  These
environmental conditions along with pests, disease have caused crop
deterioration in corn, soybeans.  Activities: Chopping corn for silage, baling
hay, mowing, spraying soybeans, getting crop insurance appraisals, opening
end rows.

INDIANA:      Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0.  Topsoil 46% very short, 41%
short, 13% adequate, 0% surplus.  Subsoil 42% very short, 40% short, 18%
adequate, 0% surplus.  Hot, dry weather prevailed during the week. Spotty
showers in only a few areas.  Soils very dry, most areas.  Major crops
continued to advance toward maturity.  Pastures dried up most areas.  Corn
harvest underway, southwest region.  Corn plants rapidly turning brown, many
fields.  Soybean plants turning yellow, leaves dropping in some fields.  Droopy
ear syndrome is evident in some corn fields.  Most critical areas for soil
moisture deficiency are in the northeast, east central, southwest, south
central,  southeast  regions.  Potato  harvest   underway,   northern     area.
Farmers are preparing for the upcoming harvest.  Temperatures averaged 2o

to 9o above normal.  Precipitation averaged 0.00 to .59 inches.  Third cutting
alfalfa hay 77% complete, 100% 2001, 88% avg.  Pastures 40% very poor,
30% poor, 24% fair, 6% good.  Livestock are in mostly good condition.
Feeding of hay continues, some farms.  Soybeans being harvested for hay on
some farms. Activities:  Baling hay, attending field days, FSA paperwork,
selling grain, scouting fields, preparing equipment, cleaning out grain bins,
mowing roadsides, pastures, hauling manure, working with livestock.

IOWA:      Days suitable for fieldwork were 6.8.  Topsoil 14% very short, 29%
short, 56% adequate, 1% surplus.  Subsoil 16% very short,  29% short, 54%
adequate,1 % surplus. Reports of corn harvested for grain or seed were
received this week, as the state reached 1% complete.  Weather, crop
progress patterns mirrored the previous week, as state experienced a second
consecutive week of hot, dry weather.  While the corn harvest is equal to the
five year average, corn in the doughing, dented,  mature stages remain ahead
of normal. Corn harvesting for silage continued for the second week.   The
weather caused rapid advancement in soybean maturity, with both acreage
turning color,  acreage dropping leaves well ahead of normal.  The third
harvest of alfalfa reached 88% complete, also ahead of normal.  With most of
state  receiving no rainfall for two weeks, moisture levels have begun to
plummet. Topsoil short or very short rose to 43% compared to 23% the
previous week.  Statewide, corn, soybean conditions remain relatively
unaffected due to the maturity of the crops, with both crops basically
unchanged this week.  Isolated reports show possible negative affects on pod
filling in southern areas of state where the soybean crop was planted very late.
Pasture,  range feeds fell this week due to the lack of moisture, as concern
grew among cattle producers about the availability of fall pastures. Corn3%
very poor, 8% poor, 23% fair, 46% good,  20% excellent; 1% doughing, 1%
99%, 90% 2001, 96%. avg.;  88% dented, 74% 2001,  82% avg.;  35%
mature, 21% 2001, 33% avg.; 1% harvested,  0% 2001, 1% avg.  Soybean
3% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair, 48% good, 17% excellent; 20% dropping
leaves, 4% 2001, 12% avg.  Pasture feed 14% very poor, 23% poor, 30% fair,
30% good, 3% excellent.

KANSAS:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8.  Topsoil 36% very short, 45%
short, 19% adequate.  Subsoil 53% very short, 37% short, 10% adequate.
Corn 14% harvested, 20% 2001, 16% avg.  Soybeans 2% harvested, NA
2001, avg. NA. Sunflower ray flowers 85% dry, 83% 2001, avg. NA; 63%
bracts yellow, 61% 2001, avg. NA; 16% mature, NA 2001, NA avg.; 5%
harvested, NA 2001,  avg. NA; 24% very poor, 35% poor, 29% fair, 11% good,
1% excellent. Alfalfa 4th cutting 50% completed, 57% 2001, 60% avg.
Pasture feed 40% very poor, 27% poor, 22% fair, 10% good, 1% excellent.
Activities: Preparing for or beginning the harvest of row crops, the seeding of
wheat. Conditions were mostly hot, dry.

KENTUCKY:    Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 48% very short, 37%
short, 14% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil50% very short, 35% short, 14%
adequate, 1% surplus. Hot, dry conditions continued to plague the State.
Virtually no rain fell in most of state. Crops still in the field were stressed. A
few areas have anticipated a decent yield, but most fields are expected to
produce reduced yields. Reports on corn yields continued to be mixed, some
corn was chopped for silage. The lack of rain, the heat really hurt the
soybeans in some areas. Some pods were not filling out completely, and the
leaves were yellowing quickly. Harvesting hay, corn, tobacco continued to be
the main activities on the farm this week. Tobacco  11% very poor, 15% poor,
35% fair, 31% good, 8% excellent. Cut tobacco looks fair to good. The tobacco
remaining in the field was hurt by the warm, dry weather. Some of the housed
crop is curing too fast, drying out due to lack of humidity. Burley tobacco cut
70%, 75% 2001, 5 yr. avg. 65%. Dark tobacco cut 59%, 70% 2001, 5 yr. avg.
66%. Some farmers continued to cut hay, though the yields have not been
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nearly as good as the cuttings made earlier in the year. Condition of the hay
was reported 23% very poor, 31% poor, 25% fair, 19% good, 2% excellent.
Pastures are so dry that farmers are feeding hay to their cattle in many areas.

LOUISIANA:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0.  Soil 10% very short, 31%
short, 46% adequate, 13% surplus.  Corn 90% harvested, 75% last week,
74% 2001, 92% avg.  Cotton 3% harvested, 0% last week, 1% 2001, 6% avg.
Hay 87% 2nd cutting, 82% last week, 92% 2001, 86% avg.  Rice 96% ripe,
94% last week, 96% 2001, 95% avg.  Soybeans 45% turning color, 37% last
week, 61% 2001, 66% avg.; 13% harvested, 9% last week, 16% 2001, 17%
avg.  Sugarcane 5% poor, 20% fair, 40% good, 35% excellent; 60% planted,
51% last week, 48% 2001, 64% avg.  Sweet potatoes 16% harvested, 11%
last week, 13% 2001, 22% avg. Livestock 5% poor, 35% fair, 52% good, 8%
excellent.  Vegetables 8% very poor, 27% poor, 38% fair, 23% good, 4%
excellent.

MARYLAND:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.20.  Topsoil 7% very short,
41% short, 50% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 33% very short, 48% short,
19% adequate.  Range, Pasture feed 30% very poor, 33% poor, 30% fair, 7%
good. Sweet corn 83% harvested, 90% 2001, 92% avg.; 41% very poor,31%
poor, 18% fair, 9% good, 1% excellent; 83% dent, 77% 2001,71% avg.; 65%
mature, 40% 2001, 34% avg.;16% harvested for grain, 6% 2001, 7% avg.;
71% silage harvested, 36% 2001, 33% avg.  Cantaloupes 88% harvested,
89% 2001, 94% avg.  Apple 2% very poor, 13% poor, 25% fair, 60% good;
26% harvested, 25% 2001, 25% avg. Cucumbers 83% harvested, 80% 2001,
88% avg. Tobacco 68% harvested, 71% 2001, 68% avg. Lima beans 44%
harvested, 69% 2001. Snap Beans 87% harvested, 83% 2001, 85% avg.
Soybean 34% very poor,25% poor,28% fair,13% good; 33% turning color, 7%
2001, 13% avg.; 22% dropping leaves, 3% 2001, 6% avg. Tomatoes 80%
harvested, 85% 2001, 90% avg.  Watermelons 81% harvested, 82% 2001,
91% avg.  Sorghum 4% very poor, 20% poor,56% fair, 20% good;16%
coloring, 28% 2001, 34% avg.  Other Hay 3rd cutting 80%, 74% 2001, 71%
avg.; 4th cutting 45%, 60% 2001, 44% avg. Hay supplies 18% very short,
38% short, 42% adequate,2% surplus.  Corn harvest is beginning throughout
the state.  Despite recent rain, yields for both corn, soybeans are expected to
be significantly lower than last year due the extremely hot, dry growing
conditions this year.

MICHIGAN:      Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil 32% very short, 32%
short, 36% adequate, 0% surplus. Subsoil 22% very short, 42% short, 36%
adequate, 0% surplus. All Hay 2nd cutting 98%, 100% 2001, 99% avg.;3rd
cutting 62%, 62% 2001, 61% avg. Hay 5% very poor, 14% poor, 32% fair,
41% good, 8% excellent. Corn 96% milk, 90% 2001, 95% avg. Dry beans
53% turning leaves, 61% 2001, 79% avg.; 22% shedding leaves, 34% 2001,
58% avg.; 3.0% harvested, 2.0% 2001, 6.0% avg.; 5% very poor, 13% poor,
37% fair, 40% good, 5% excellent. Silage 7.0% harvested, 30% 2001, 21%
avg. Soybeans 41% turning leaves, 47% 2001, 44% avg. Temperatures
ranged from 2 to 70 above normal. A few spotty showers some areas did little
to bring relief to some crops, as hot, dry weather continued. Average rainfall
amounts ranged from 0.02 inch three districts of Lower Peninsula to 0.62
inch western Upper Peninsula. Corn very dry most fields, maturing quickly.
Corn smut unusually prevalent some fields. Silage harvest had begun.
Soybeans variable with some fields losing leaves while others green
throughout. Many insects feeding on leaves, pods. Soybean cyst nematodes
easy to find on roots. Sudden death syndrome, sclerotinia white mold present
some fields. Sugarbeets could have used some moisture, but growing well
with moderate temperatures. Cercospera leaf spots spreading across leaves.
Some growers made their first, others made their second application of
fungicides for leaf spot control. In southeast part of State, alfalfa suffering
from drought, potato leafhoppers. The third cutting moving right along with dry
weather. Dry bean harvest getting underway. Early planted fields showing
some yellowing, leaf drop due to maturity. Dry beans drying down too much
leaving some kidney bean fields too dry to combine. Oat harvest complete.
Insect activity last week included Oriental fruit moth, codling moth, grape
berry moth. Apple harvest continued. Ginger Gold harvest complete
southwest. Peach, Nectarine harvest wrapping up south. Quality very good.
Pear harvest continued. Blueberry harvest tapering off. Cabbage, carrot
harvest continued with excellent quality, yields. Celery harvest continued;
quality problems caused by seeders reported. Cucumber, onion harvest
continued with good yields, quality. Potato harvest coming along. Vine killing
advancing rapidly progressing to mid-season storage fields. Pumpkin yields
variable, depending upon variety, planting date. Snap bean harvest continued
with good quality. Pepper, summer squash harvest continued. Sweet corn
harvest nearing final stages. Most fields disked. Fresh market, processing
tomato harvest going strong. Cantaloup, watermelon harvest winding down.

MINNESOTA:      Days suitable for field work 5.4.  Topsoil 1% very short,
10% short, 74% adequate, 15% surplus.  Soybeans 66% turning yellow, 50%
2001, 55% avg; 1% mature, 0% 2001, 1% avg.; 22% cut for silage, 24%
2001, 27% avg.  Oats 98% harvested, 99% 2001, 98% avg.  Dry beans 13%
harvested, 16% 2001, 24% avg.  Potatoes 22% harvested, 13% 2001, 16%
avg.  Canola 55% harvested, 63% 2001, NA avg.  Sweet corn 73% harvested,
82% 2001, 82% avg.  Pasture feed 2% very poor, 11% poor, 32% fair, 48%
good, 7% excellent.  Dry beans 10% very poor, 10% poor, 26% fair, 39%
good, 15% excellent.  Potatoes 5% very poor, 6% poor, 20% fair, 36% good,
33% excellent.  Sunflowers 3% very poor, 12% poor, 34% fair, 45% good, 6%
excellent.  Sugarbeets 1% very poor, 8% poor, 28% fair, 55% good, 8%

excellent.  Weather during the week was very humid, much warmer than
normal, some areas again received far more rain than was welcome.
Statewide temperatures for the week averaged 10.00 above normal.  The small
grain harvest has been dragging on for several weeks as remaining fields in
the northern part of the state have generally been too wet to work in.   Sprout
damage was evident in some of the wheat being combined.  In the East
Central District and adjacent areas of the  Central, Southeast Districts, heavy
rains fell during a series of thunderstorms Thursday night.  Some corn silage
producers are concerned that it is too wet to get into the fields now that silage
is nearly ready to chop.  Growth, maturation of late crops were pushed along
by the pressure-cooker heat.  Crops looked generally good, but there were
localized crop damage concerns, mostly related to excess moisture at various
times during the growing season.  Stalk rot in corn, white mold in soybeans
are examples.

MISSISSIPPI:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Soil 8% very short, 39%
short, 50% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 98% mature, 91% 2001, 95% avg.;
70% harvested, 43% 2001, 70% avg.; 97% silage harvested, 98% 2001, 95%
avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 14% fair, 50% good, 31% excellent. Cotton 71%
open bolls, 71% 2001, 75% avg.; 3% harvested, 3% 2001, 5% avg.; 2% poor,
11% fair, 54% good, 33% excellent. Rice 83% mature, 80% 2001, 68% avg.;
23% harvested, 22% 2001, 25% avg.; 2% poor, 11% fair, 53% good, 34%
excellent. Sorghum 97% mature, 97% 2001, 92% avg.; 56% harvested, 67%
2001, 60% avg.; 73% silage harvested, 80%, 2001, 75% avg.; 1% poor, 11%
fair, 55% good, 33% excellent. Soybeans 66% turning color, 72% 2001, 68%
avg.; 50% shedding leaves, 57% 2001, 50% avg.; 26% harvested, 19% 2001,
19% avg.; 4% poor, 17% fair, 47% good, 32% excellent. Hay 90% harvested
(Warm Season), 84% 2001, 87% avg.; 3% very poor, 8% poor, 29% fair, 43%
good, 17% excellent. Sweetpotatoes 12% harvested, 16% 2001, 18% avg.;
4% very poor, 15% poor, 30% fair, 44% good, 7% excellent. Cattle 1% very
poor, 6% poor, 19% fair, 61% good, 13% excellent. Pasture 3% very poor, 7%
poor, 26% fair, 53% good, 11% excellent. Cotton harvesting has begun, fall
plantings are underway.

MISSOURI:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 37% very short, 44%
short, 19% adequate. The driest counties are still in the western third of the
State, but a majority of counties in all districts are rated as short to very short
of moisture. Corn maturity ranges from 39% in the northeast district to 92%
or more in the southwest, southeast districts. Corn harvesting ranges from 7%
in the northwest district, to 60% in the southeast, 70% in the southwest. The
warm, dry weather has speeded the corn harvest, but hurt pasture growth,
development of late-planted row crops, particularly soybeans. Soybeans
turning color range from 19% in the southeast district to 53% in the northwest.
Sorghum mature ranges from 54% in the east-central district to 97% in the
northwest. Alfalfa is 3rd-crop 91% cut, 92% 2001, 93% avg. Pastures 28%
very poor, 30% poor, 30% fair, 11% good, 1% excellent. Farmers  in the driest
counties are continuing to feed hay to cattle, as pasture growth has been
minimal. Rainfall for the week averaged 0.02 inch, making the second
consecutive week with virtually no rain.

MONTANA:      Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 20% very short, 29%
short, 49% adequate, 2% surplus.  Subsoil 36% very short, 37% short, 26%
adequate, 1% surplus. Winter wheat 98% harvest, 98% 2001, 5-yr avg.; of
98% with 8% of the 2003 winter wheat crop planted. Barley 86% ripe, w62%
harvested behind 2001, 5-yr avg.; of 88%. Spring wheat 88% ripening is at,
harvesting is at 58%, compared with 2001, 87% and the 5-yr avg of 85%. Oat
ripening has progressed to 96%, harvesting of oats is at 83% behind last
year’s average of 87%, the 5-yr avg of 85%. Dry Beans harvest is at 26%
ahead of 2001 average of 14%, behind the 5-yr avg of 37%  Dry bean crop
1% very poor, 15% poor, 46% fair, 34% good, 4% excellent. Corn 8% very
poor, 13% poor, 28% fair, 39% good, 12% excellent; corn silage 14%  harvest
is complete compared with 19% lat year, the 5-year average of 18%. Potatoes
is 1% very poor, 3% poor, 14% fair, 58% good, 24% excellent.  Sugar beet
2% very poor, 7% poor, 18% fair, 36% good, 37% excellent. Alfalfa 2nd
cutting of is at 81% harvested, compared to 88% 2001, the 5-yr avg of 87%.
All other hay 2nd cutting is 73% harvested, behind 2001 avg of 84%. Pasture,
range feed 25% very poor, 31% poor, 28% fair, 14% good, 2% excellent.
2001 33% very poor, 29% poor, 27% fair, 10% good, 1% excellent with 5-yr
avg of 18% very poor, 25% poor, 30% fair, 22% good, 5% excellent. Cattle,
calves moved from summer range 17% with sheep movement at 14%
complete.

NEBRASKA:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Subsoil moisture supplies
were very short or short across 91% of the State. Temperatures averaged
from 7 to 120 above normals for the week.  Precipitation scattered and light,
amounts ranged from traces to 0.73 inches.   Alfalfa 3rd cutting 92%, 96%
2001, 93% avg.; 4th cutting 23%, 18% 2001, 14% avg.  Many livestock
producers providing supplemental feed, weaning calves earlier than normal,
waiting for stalk fields to become availabl.e

NEVADA:      Temperatures dropped sharply statewide to levels a few degrees
below normal. Passing thunderstorms dropped precipitation on northern state.
Elko recorded .62 inch of rain, Ely .11, Winnemucca .10 inch. Reno only
recorded a trace, Las Vegas nil. Haying remained in full swing with Alfalfa 3rd
cutting nearing completion.  Alfalfa seed harvest was underway. Planting of
new alfalfa fields underway. Corn chopping for silage, green feed began.
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Early corn yields reported to be good. Potato defoliation in preparation of
harvest began. Late garlic digging continued. Onion harvest continued.  Onion
seed harvest continued.  Mint distilling continued in the Orovada area.
Cantaloup, sweet corn harvests continued. Some livestock movement and
sorting underway. Activities: Alfalfa hay harvest, other hay harvest, alfalfa
seed harvest, corn chopping, irrigation, pest control, weed control, sorting
livestock.

NEW ENGLAND:      Days suitable for field work 6.5. Topsoil 34% very short,
38% short, 28% adequate, 0% surplus. Subsoil 39% very short, 31% short,
30% adequate, 0% surplus. Pasture feed 16% very poor, 35% poor, 34% fair,
15% good, 0% excellent. Maine Potatoes: 10% harvested, 5% 2001, 5% avg.;
condition good/fair. Rhode Island Potatoes: 60% harvested, 70% 2001, 45%
avg.; condition good/fair.  Massachusetts Potatoes: 45% harvested, 40%
2001, 50% avg.; condition good/fair.  Maine Oats: 50% harvested, 65% 2001,
55% avg.; condition good/excellent. Maine Barley: 75% harvested, 75% 2001,
60% avg.; condition good/excellent. Field Corn 10% harvested, 20% 2001,
10% avg.; condition fair/good. Sweet Corn 85% harvested, 85% 2001, 80%
avg.; condition fair/good. Second Crop Hay: 95% harvested, 90% 2001, 85%
avg.; condition good/fair. Third Crop Hay: 60% harvested, 50% 2001, 50%
avg.; condition fair. Shade Tobacco: 99% harvested, 90% 2001, 99% avg.;
condition good/fair. Broadleaf Tobacco: 99% harvested, 95% 2001, 95% avg.;
condition good/fair. Apples 25% harvested, 20% 2001, 20% avg.; condition
good/fair. Peaches: 85% harvested, 85% 2001, 85% avg.; condition good/fair.
Pears: 25% harvested, 35% 2001, 25% avg.; condition very poor/poor.
Massachusetts Cranberries: Condition good/fair. Highbush Blueberries: 99%
harvested, 95% 2001, 99% avg.; condition good.  Scattered showers fell in
northern state last week, more rain was received in the south.  All of state
needs more rain, soil conditions are very dry.  Hot days, cool nights with some
light frost were prevalent for the week.  Activities:Harvesting tobacco,
potatoes, oats, barley, highbush blueberries, apples, peaches, pears,
vegetables; applying vine desiccants to potatoes; cutting dry hay, chopping
haylage; irrigating; applying manure; monitoring for pests, disease, spraying
where necessary.

NEW JERSEY:      Days suitable for field work averaged 5.9. Topsoil 7% very
short, 49% short, 44% adequate. Fair skies, dry weather enabled producers
to make good progress harvesting summer crops, preparing fields for fall
planting. Activities: Re-seeding hay fields, irrigating fields, combining corn.
Some producers expressed concern over fall planting of small grains due to
persistent dry conditions.  Recent rains, cooler temperatures have improved
pasture feed in some localities.  Livestock producers continued supplemental
feeding of hay, silage to herds.  Vegetable producers harvested sweet corn,
leeks, peppers, summer potatoes, tomatoes.  Some producers reported
significant problems with cracking in tomatoes, peppers, due to heavy rains
over the Labor Day weekend.  Pumpkin harvest was underway in some areas.
Producers reported problems with blossom set, pollination in some pumpkin
fields due to persistent drought.  Apple harvest was underway in some areas.
Crop condition was rated mostly fair due to spring frost damage early in the
growing season.

NEW MEXICO:      Days suitable for field work 6.6. Topsoil 40% very short,
40% short, 20% adequate. The first week of September was relatively warm,
with temperatures averaging about 40 above normal for the state.  Showers
were spotty, light for most of the week, but significant tropical moisture began
streaming northward into state at the end of the week, allowing showers to
begin increasing. Farmington, Quemado both collected over an inch of rain,
while Silver City had nearly and inch. Hail damage was 2% light. Farmers
spent the week harvesting vegetables, cutting hay, silage, irrigating, planting
wheat.  Corn was in fair to excellent condition, 86% dented, 41% mature,
54% silage harvested.  Cotton 6% very poor, 4% poor, 14% fair, 64% good,
12% excellent, with bolls opening at 59%.  Pecan conditions were still listed
as fair to good, with drop reported as 72% below average, 28% average.
Irrigated sorghum was in mostly fair to good condition, with 45% coloring, 4%
mature.  Dryland sorghum was in very poor to fair condition and 23% headed,
although much of the crop has died off.  Chile is doing well with 74% of the
green crop harvested.  Apples 37% harvested, lettuce 85% planted, wheat
was 40% planted.  Alfalfa 27% very poor, 11% poor, 15% fair, 38% good, 9%
excellent.  Farmers have completed 78% of the 5 th cutting and 30% of the 6th

cutting.  Cattle 2% very poor, 18% poor, 33% fair, 46% good, 1% excellent.
Sheep 21% poor, 34% fair, 42% good, 3% excellent. Ranchers continued
supplementing feed, culling is still heavier than normal. Range 48% very poor,
26% poor, 20% fair, 5% good, 1% excellent.

NEW YORK:      Days suitable 6.4. Topsoil 33% very short, 32% short, 35%
adequate. Pasture feed 25% very poor, 23% poor, 38% fair, 11% good, 3%
excellent. Cool nights; sunny, breezy days. Recent rains helped improve,
maintain crop status.  Corn 17% poor, 39% fair, 38% good, 6% excellent;
silage harvest began. Hay 11% poor, 36% faor, 47% good, 6% excellent;
alfalfa vigor noticeably improved. Alfalfa 3rd cut 86% complete, 71% 2001.
Oats 96% harvested, 99% 2001.  Winter wheat, rye planting active. Vegetable
harvests active. Cabbage picking slowed; heads not gaining size, majority of
crop is late varieties. Finger Lakes early high-acid Aurore, Ventura, Elvira
grape harvests complete; mid-season varieties (Niagara, Pinot Noir) to begin
upcoming week. Sugar levels improving in Lake Erie Concords. Apple harvest
picked up momentum.

NORTH CAROLINA:      Days suitable for fieldwork, at 5.8, returned to normal
by gaining two full days over last week’s estimate of 3.8. Soil moisture righted
itself after the flash flooding 10% very short, 22% short, 61% adequate, 7%
surplus. Heavy rains that blanketed much of the State over the Labor Day
weekend gave way to drier weather last week with comfortable temperatures.
The previous rains were enough to lessen the drought classification for the
eastern half of state. Corn farmers made significant gains in harvest
completion. Presently, cotton, soybean crops have entered their final stages
of development with harvest set to begin later this month.

NORTH DAKOTA:      Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0.  Topsoil 14% very
short, 27% short, 54% adequate, 5% surplus.  Subsoil 16% very short, 30%
short, 51% adequate, 3% surplus. Despite above normal temperatures during
the week, statewide small grain harvest progress continued to run behind the
five-year average.   Durum wheat 42% combined, 80% 2001, 63% average.
Canola 54% combined, 83% 2001, 65% average. Corn for silage 17%
chopped, 19% 2001, 12% average.  Dry edible beans 61% mature leaves
dropping, 69% 2001, 76% avg.; 14% cut, 27% 2001, 32% avg.; 8% combined,
9% 2001, 16% avg.  Flax 32% combined, 65% 2001, 51% average.  Potatoes
66% vines killed, 58% 2001, 62% avg.; 12% dug, 4% 2001, 8% average.
Soybeans 78% lower leaves yellowing, 64% 2001, 59% average.  Sunflower
76% ray flowers dried/dropping, 94% 2001, 87% avg.; 42% bracts turned
yellow, 59% 2001, 52% average.  Emerged crop conditions: Durum wheat 6%
very poor, 20% poor, 47% fair, 27% good, 0% excellent.  Canola 9% very
poor, 21% poor, 39% fair, 27% good, 4% excellent.  Dry edible beans 8% very
poor, 19% poor, 30% fair, 40% good, 3% excellent.  Flaxseed 9% very poor,
14% poor, 36% fair, 38% good, 3% excellent.  Potatoes 8% very poor, 12%
poor, 37% fair, 38% good, 5% excellent.  Sugarbeets 7% very poor, 15% poor,
29% fair, 41% good, 8% excellent.  Sunflower 4% very poor, 9% poor, 34%
fair, 44% good, 9% excellent.  Pasture, range feeds 29% very poor, 27% poor,
29% fair, 14% good, 1% excellent.  Stockwater supplies were 20% very short,
22% short, 57% adequate, 1% surplus.

OHIO:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8.  Topsoil 54% very short, 37% short,
9% adequate, 0% surplus.  Corn 92% in dough, 95% 2001, 96% avg.; 52%
dented, 71% 2001, 66% avg.; 7%  mature , 10% 2001, 12% avg.;  33%
harvested for silage, 28% 2001, 21% avg. Soybeans 18% dropping leaves,
29% 2001, 28% avg.;  5% mature, 8% 2001, 6% avg.  Alfalfa 3rd cutting 89%
complete, 86% 2001, 82% avg.;  4th cutting 23% complete, 23% 2001.  Other
hay 3rd cutting 57% complete, 67% 2001, 56% avg.  Summer apples 96%
harvested, 88% 2001, 88% avg.  Fall, winter apples 12% harvested, 16%
2001, 13% avg.  Peaches 96% harvested, 89% 2001.  Potatoes 50%
harvested, 58% 2001, 53% avg.  Cucumbers 82%, harvested 81%   2001.
Tobacco 97% topped , 99% 2001, 96% avg.;  41% harvested, 48% 2001,
42% avg.  Processing tomatoes 47% harvested, 49% 2001, 43% avg.  Grapes
13%, harvested 16% 2001, 15% avg.  Corn 27% very poor, 32% poor, 29%
fair, 11% good, 1% excellent.    Soybean 21% very poor, 30% poor, 36% fair,
12%good, 1% excellent.  Hay 26% very poor, 37% poor, 28% fair, 8% good,
1% excellent.  Pasture feed 39% very poor, 34% poor, 23% fair, 4% good, 0%
excellent.    Livestock condition 5% very poor, 9% poor, 38% fair, 42% good,
6% excellent.  Weather conditions remained dry across the Buckeye State last
week with only trace amounts of precipitation reported.  The dry conditions
allowed corn growers to make good progress with harvesting corn silage but
the lack of moisture led to a decline in crop, forage conditions.  Activities:
Preparing ground for winter wheat seeding, cleaning grain bins, working on
harvesting equipment, spreading lime, fertilizer, installing tile, harvesting
pumpkins,  over seeding pastures.

OKLAHOMA:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3.Topsoil 16% very short, 34%
short, 49% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 19% very short, 42% short, 39%
adequate, 0% surplus.  Winter Wheat 79% seedbed prepared, 66% last week,
74% 2001, 70% avg.  Rye 78% seedbed prepared, 70% last week, 77% 2001,
59% avg.; 17% planted, 8% last week, 16% 2001, 9% avg. Oats 68%
seedbed prepared, 57% last week, 52% 2001, 59% avg.; 5% planted,1% last
week, 2% 2001, 3% avg.  Corn 73% mature, 70% last week, 73% 2001, 56%
avg.; 45% harvested, 40% last week, 52% 2001, 31% avg.; 1% very poor, 1%
poor, 21% fair, 71% good, 6% excellent;  Sorghum 91% headed, 85% last
week, 87% 2001, 93% avg. Soybeans 95% blooming, 94% last week, 93%
2001, 94% avg.; 92% setting pods, 91% last week, 84% 2001, 86% avg.; 34%
mature, 25% last week, 41% 2001, 30% avg.; 14% harvested, 9% last week,
23% 2001, 10% avg.; 0% very poor, 6% poor, 43% fair, 43% good, 8%
excellent; Peanuts 40% mature, 30% last week, 21% 2001, 20% avg.  Alfalfa
78% 4th cutting, 72% last week, 49% last year, 54% avg; 18% 5th Cutting, n/a
last week, 12% 2001, 8% avg.; 4% very poor,6% poor, 32% fair, 53% good,
5% excellent. Other Hay 81% 2nd cutting, 79% last week, 60% 2001, 49%
avg.; 5% very poor, 11% poor, 28% fair, 47% good, 9% excellent;  Livestock
1%  very poor, 5% poor, 31% fair, 55% good, 8% excellent;  Livestock:  Cattle
auctions reported a drop in marketings of steers, heifers under 800 pounds.
The price for feeder steers less than 800 pounds was down an average of
$1.30 per cwt. from the previous week, averaged $79.80 per cwt.  The price
for feeder heifers less than 800 pounds was  down an average of 90 cents per
cwt. averaged $75.90 per cw.t

OREGON:      Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0.  Topsoil 45% very short, 41%
short, 14% adequate.  Subsoil 47% very short, 39% short, 14% adequate.



26 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin September 10, 2002

Barley 95% harvested, 87% previous week, 81% 2001, 83% 5 yr avg.  Range,
Pasture 28% very poor, 32% poor, 30% fair, 9% good 1% excellent. Activities:
Harvest of field crops has been completed or finishing up across most of
state, many fields being prepped for fall seeding.  Final alfalfa hay cutting
began in some areas.  In Lane County, grass seed fields prepared for next
year. In Marion County, Red Clover seed, hop harvest continued.  Sweet corn
being processed. Nurseries continued irrigation, while making preparations
for fall, winter digging, marketing season.  Easter lily growers continued with
yearling harvest, planting.  Bulb scaling about done, harvest of commercial-
size bulbs expected to begin around September 20th.  Pacific Northwest
Christmas Tree Growers Association annual meeting September 13 & 14.  In
Willamette Valley, the Clackamas County green bean harvest near end.
Sweet corn picking continued in Clackamas, Marion counties.  Many fall
vegetables reported in various stages of growth, harvest.  In Jackson County,
onions being lifted, melons harvested.  Garlic harvest finishing up, carrot seed
harvest just beginning in Deschutes County.  Bartlett pear harvest continued
in upper Hood River Valley, while lower valley prepared for d’Anjou harvest.
Pear harvest continued in Jackson, Josephine counties.  Asian pear harvest
began in Lane County, Bartlett harvest began in Yamhill County. Willamette
Valley preparing for a small hazelnut harvest.  Berry picking continued.
Southern coast cranberries started to develop their red color. Statewide
livestock reported in good condition.  Cattle on supplemental feed.  In eastern
state, some mountain pastures holding up but most pastures in poor to fair
condition, very dry.

PENNSYLVANIA:      Days suitable for field work 7.0.  Fall plowing 19%
complete, 22% 2001, 27% avg.  Soil 51% very short, 39% short, 10%
adequate. Corn silk 96% complete, 96% 2001, 98% avg.;  90% dough,b 86%
2001, 83% avg.; 70%  dent, 64%  2001 , 53%  avg.; 30% mature, 23%
2001, 13% avg.; 12% harvested, 4% 2001, 3% avg.;  54% silage harvested,
25% 2001, 20% avg.; 34% very poor, 33% poor, 21% fair, 12%  good.  Barley
15% planted, 3% 2001, 12% avg.  Winter wheat 11%  planted, 2% 2001, 7%
avg.  Soybean crop 28% very poor, 28% poor, 31% fair, 13% good.  Tobacco
harvested 73% complete, 48% 2001, 59% avg.  Potatoes 43% harvested,
34% 2001, 33% avg.  Alfalfa 3rd cutting 82% complete, 84% 2001, 76% avg.;
4th  cutting 49% complete, 37% 2001, 38% avg.  Timothy clover 2nd cutting
79% complete, 91% 2001, 82% avg.  Peaches 98% harvested complete, 95%
2001, 92% avg.  Apple 3% very poor, 5% poor, 55% fair, 36% good, 1%
excellent; 38% harvested complete, 24% 2001, 29% avg.  Grapes 9%
harvested, 12% 2001, 6% avg.  Quality of hay made 2% very poor, 16% poor,
28% fair, 27% good, 27% excellent.  Pasture feeds 43% very poor, 31% poor,
19% fair, 7% good.  Activities: Harvesting grains; harvesting  fruits,
vegetables; harvesting forages, baling straw; fixing fences; machinery
maintenance; preparing fall harvest equipment; fall  tillage; cleaning   barns;
hauling, spreading manure; caring for livestock; scouting fields; fertilizing;
attending county fairs, farm meetings.

SOUTH CAROLINA:      Days suitable for field work 6.0.  Soil 11% very short,
28% short, 57% adequate, 4% surplus.  Corn 86% harvested, 59% 2001,
71% avg.; 48% very poor, 33% poor, 16% fair, 3% good.  Soybeans 97%
bloomed, 97% 2001, 97% avg.; 79% pods set, 82% 2001, 80% avg.; 19%
leaves turning color, 15% 2001, 15% avg.; 7% leaves dropped, 4% 2001, 6%
avg.; 16% very poor, 34% poor, 35% fair, 14% good, 1% excellent.  Sorghum
99% headed, 98% 2001, 99% avg.; 93% turned color, 86% 2001, 88% avg.;
64% matured, 55% 2001, 57% avg.;  30% harvested, 31% 2001, 35% avg.;
9% very poor, 30% poor, 26% fair, 35% good.  Cotton 99% bolls set, 98%
2001, 98% avg.; 40% bolls opened, 35% 2001, 35% avg.;  2% harvested;
13% very poor, 37% poor, 43% fair, 7% good.  Peanuts 7% harvested, 9%
2001, 9% avg.; 6% very poor, 30% poor, 37% fair, 22% good, 5% excellent
.  Winter Wheat 2% planted.  Pastures 13% very poor, 33% poor, 40% fair,
14% good.  Sweet potatoes 15% harvested, 14% 2001, 11% avg.; 6% poor,
52% fair, 42% good.  Tobacco 92% harvested, 90% 2001, 91% avg.;  57%
stalks destroyed, 57% 2001, 56% avg.; 10% very poor, 14%  poor, 38% fair,
38% good.  Hay 96% harvested, 94%  2001,  96%  avg.; 26%  very poor,
28%  poor,   35%  fair,   11%  good.   Peaches 98% harvested, 98% 2001,
99% avg.; 3% poor, 34% fair, 49% good, 14% excellent.  Apples 30%
harvested, 29% 2001, 34% avg.; 48% fair, 51% good, 1% excellent.  
Livestock 2% very poor, 8% poor, 52% fair, 38% good.  Pecans 50% fair,
50% good.  Winter Grazings 10% planted, 11% 2001, 10% avg.

SOUTH DAKOTA:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 27% very short,
29% short, 43% adequate, 1% surplus.  Subsoil  34% very short, 33% short,
32% adequate, 1% surplus.  Feed supplies 33% very short, 33% short, 33%
adequate, 1% surplus.  Stock water supplies 36% very short, 26% short, 36%
adequate, 2% surplus.  Winter Rye 22% planted, 8% 2001, 15% avg.; 2%
emerged, 0% 2001, 7% avg. Sunflower 28% very poor, 20% poor, 38% fair,
13% good, 1% excellent.  Soybeans 8% mature, 11% 2001, 9% avg.
Sorghum 4% harvested-grain, 1% 2001, 2% avg.; Sunflower 78% ray flowers
dry, 87% 2001, 78% avg.; 53%, bracts yellow 56% 2001, 56% avg.;  7%
mature, 7% 2001, 9% avg.; 0% harvested, NA% 2001, NA% avg. Cattle
condition 6% very poor, 10% poor, 31% fair, 46% good, 7% excellent. Sheep
condition 6% very poor, 8% poor, 23% fair, 59% good, 4% excellent.  Range,
Pasture 36% very poor, 27% poor, 23% fair, 13% good, 1% excellent.  Corn
silage  41% harvested 43% 2001, 27% avg. Sorghum silage 43% harvested,
34% 2001, 18% avg. Alfalfa hay 41% very poor, 21% poor, 25% fair, 12%
good, 1% excellent; 3rd cutting 66% harvested, 52% 2001, 46% avg. Above
normal temperatures, scattered light precipitation covered the state last
week.Activities: Cutting hay, spraying, fixing fences, working summer fallow,

preparing for harvesting, working calves,  moving cattle to market. Topsoil
moisture conditions show slightly drier conditions from the previous week,
while subsoil moisture virtually remained unchanged from last week. Livestock
remain in mostly fair to good condition, while range, pastures remain in mostly
very poor to poor condition.

TENNESSEE:      Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0.  Topsoil 24% very short,
43% short, 33% adequate.  Subsoil 27% very short, 42% short, 31%
adequate.  Tobacco 95% topped, 99% 2001, 94% avg.; 7% very poor, 17%
poor, 25% fair, 38% good, 13% excellent.  Burley 55% harvested, 66% 2001,
61% avg. Dark-air cured 70% harvested, 79% 2001, 74% avg.  Dark-fire
cured 62% harvested, 77% 2001, 68% avg.  Pastures 22% very poor, 33%
poor, 29% fair, 15% good, 1% excellent. Farmers throughout the State took
advantage of dry conditions last week, made good harvest progress.  Burley
harvest, while progressing slightly behind the normal pace,  has surpassed the
half-way mark.  The current tobacco harvest pace is slightly behind normal for
all types. Many parts of East state remain very dry, need a good general rain
to boost crop development, pasture growth.  Low hay stock supplies were
becoming a concern for some livestock producers where pastures are in very
poor condition.  Some supplemental feeding of hay is occurring to combat the
shortage, while other producers are moving calves to market early. Rainfall
averaged well below normal statewide for the week, while temperatures
averaged about 3 to 60 above normal.

TEXAS:      Agricultural Summary: Temperatures were generally more
moderate with some  scattered showers occurring throughout the week in
southern, northern areas. Most of the High Plains received minimal moisture,
but some isolated locations reported one to two inches of rain which should
help early planted fall crops. By late week, Tropical Storm Fay dropped large
amounts of rain in areas of the Upper Coast as well as some central inland
areas. Rainfall amounts varied widely, totaled several inches in many
locations. Some flash floods, moderate to strong winds were reported, but
there was no major damage. Irrigation of summer crops was generally winding
down across areas of the Plains. Dryland crops continued to suffer from
moisture stress especially in areas where rains have been absent, but some
crops were benefitting from recent showers. Land preparation for fall planting
continued. Planting of small grains was gaining momentum across North
state, portions of the Plains. Harvest of remaining summer crops in South
Central state was delayed during the weekend as remnants of Tropical Storm
Fay lingered. Hay harvest continued across many areas of the state.
Supplemental feeding remained necessary in some areas as a result of hot,
dry weather conditions. Insect pressure continued to vary across the state.
Small Grains: Widespread rains were expected to help recently seeded wheat
as well as land intended for small grains. Planting of fall wheat for grazing was
becoming more noticeable in the High Plains. Isolated fields have begun to
emerge. Some producers were waiting for corn harvest to be completed
before planting.Corn: Harvest started in the Plains. North state harvest was
complete, except for a few isolated fields. Harvest of corn silage continued in
varied locations of the Plains.  Corn 60% of normal compared with 71%
2001.Cotton: Producers in the Plains were beginning to shut down irrigation.
Those fields that were watered have shown good progress while dryland
cotton was still suffering in some areas due to dry conditions. Defoliation,
harvest remained active in central locations. Cotton harvest was nearly
complete in the southern part of the state. Stalk destruction was active in
areas where harvest had been completed.  Cotton  65% normal compared
with 47% 2001. Sorghum: Harvest continued across northern areas of the
state. Some delays were experienced as the result of passing showers. A few
locations have reported a reduction in yield potential or crop failure due to dry
weather conditions. Some sorghum was being baled in a few locations.
Sorghum 57% of normal compared with 43% 2001.Peanuts: Growth,
development of peanuts continued across the state. Water demands remained
high in some areas. Early planted peanuts were being harvested in central
locations, many producers on the Plains were expected to start digging in the
next week or so. Plant diseases remained a problem in some locations.
Peanuts 82% of normal compared to 64% 2001.Soybeans: Harvest was
nearing completion in central, southern, North state locations.Rice: Harvest
was complete in most areas. In other areas, delays from wet conditions
continued as the result of Tropical Storm Fay. Rice  93% of normal compared
to 87% 2001. Commercial Vegetables, Fruit, Pecans In the Rio Grande Valley
land preparation, planting of fall vegetables remained active. Some areas
received beneficial showers.In the San Antonio-Winter Garden limited planting
continued for fall crops of spinach, cabbage, carrot, onions. Earlier plantings
of cauliflower, broccoli look good, however producers were evaluating the
effects of Tropical Storm Fay.In East Texas Harvest of sweet potatoes
continued. Land preparation for fall planting continued.In the High Plains
growth, development, harvest continued for earlier planted potatoes, carrots,
onions. Cucumber harvest was nearing completion. Watermelons harvest
continued with later planted fields showing lower yields. In the Trans-Pecos
region, red grapes were harvested, shrimp harvest was in full swing. Pecans:
Development continued in most areas of the state, however progress was
slower in the driest locations. Producers were monitoring pecan weevils in
some locations, were spraying insecticides accordingly. Some nut drop
remained active in a few areas as dry conditions continued. Some areas of the
state have reported good nut fill as moisture has been adequate. Range,
Livestock: Range, pasture recovery remained slow or stalled in many areas
due to hot and dry weather. Several locations received showers during the
week, some pasture improvement was expected. The rain received in central,
southern areas from the remnants of Tropical Storm Fay should improve



September 10, 2002 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 27

pasture feeds. Haying activities continued in varied locations across the state.
In drier locations, haying has been mostly suspended. Prussic acid poisoning
remained a problem for some producers. Army worm populations remained
active in some pastures. Supplemental feeding remained necessary across
drier areas of the state as pastures remained unimproved. Some range and
pastures remained dormant. Some areas reporting early calving due to good
pasture conditions in the summer. Water available for livestock was very short
in many locations, hauling water to livestock was necessary.

UTAH:      Days suitable for field work 6.  Topsoil 43% very short, 43% short,
14% adequate.  Subsoil  46% very short, 35% short, 19% adequate.  Winter
wheat planted for 7% harvest, 22% 2001, 15% avg.  Oats harvested 82% for
grain, 90% 2001, 82% avg.  Corn 80% dough stage, 83% 2001, 70% avg.;
42%, dent stage 43% 2001, 26% avg.; 30% mature, 21% 2001, 6% avg.; 9%
harvested for silage, 7% 2001, 6% avg.; 3% very poor, 7% poor, 33% fair,
46% good, 11% excellent.  Alfalfa hay 3rd 68% cutting, 72% 2001, 63% avg.;
4th 7% cutting, 25% 2001, 8% avg.; 23% seed harvested, 19% 2001, 17%
avg.  Onions 42% harvested, 47% 2001, 27% avg.  Potatoes 8% harvested,
30% 2001, 12% avg.  Dry beans 10% harvested, 14% 2001, 14% avg.
Apples 5% picked, 15% 2001, 11% avg.  Peaches 84% picked, 65% 2001,
59% avg.  Pears 76% picked, 47% 2001, 48% avg.  Cattle condition 4% very
poor, 14% poor, 42% fair, 34% good, 6% excellent.  Fifty-four percent of
cattle have been moved from summer ranges, 51% of sheep have been
moved.  Sheep condition 13% poor, 43% fair, 39% good, 5% excellent.
Range, Pasture feed 44% very poor, 31% poor, 23% fair, 2% good.  Irrigation
water supplies 55% very short, 34% short, 11% adequate.  Stock water
supplies 50% very short, 40% short, 10% adequate. Farmers continued
harvesting onions, potatoes, dry beans, apples,   peaches,  pears.  Harvesting
corn  for  silage   began  last   week.  Livestock are still being moved early off
the summer range.    Much needed rain was welcomed in state  over the
weekend with some areas receiving as much as 2.6 inches.  In many areas,
this was the first significant rainfall since March.  Fourth crop hay that has
been irrigated looks good but farmers with little or no irrigation have reported
that they don’t expect to get a fourth crop of hay this year.  Alfalfa seed
harvest continued last week.  Hot dry weather has caused mite damage to
corn.  The tornado which touched down on Sunday in Manti in Sanpete
county caused minimal damage to crops.   Ranchers were grateful for the
rainfall and expressed a desire for more rain in order to improve fall pasture
feeds for livestock.  Some ranchers have reported that cattle are coming out
of the hills on their own due to lack of feed and water.  Feed for cattle, sheep
continued to be in short supply.

VIRGINIA:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 38% very short, 30%
short, 28% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 55% very short, 30% short, 15%
adequate.  Pasture 39% very poor, 27% poor, 24% fair, 10% good.  Livestock
2% very poor, 16% poor, 30% fair, 48% good, 4% excellent. Other Hay 43%
very poor, 23% poor, 19% fair, 15% good.  Alfalfa Hay 15% very poor, 30%
poor, 33% fair, 20% good, 2% excellent. Corn 26% very poor, 36% poor, 24%
fair, 13% good, 1% excellent; 92% dent, 78% 2001, 74% 5-yr avg.; 75%
mature, 51% 2001, 51% 5-yr avg.; 26% harvested, 17% 2001, 13% 5-yr avg.;
61% silage, 34% 2001, 35% 5-yr avg.  Soybeans 27% very poor, 32% poor,
27% fair, 12% good, 2% excellent; 90% setting pods, 93% 2001, 84% 5-yr
avg.; 14% dropping leaves, 4% 2001, 5% 5-yr avg.  Winter Wheat 1%
seeded, NA 2001, NA 5-yr avg.  Barley 3% seeded, NA 2001, NA 5-yr avg.
Flue tobacco 2% very poor, 8% poor, 29% fair, 58% good, 3% excellent.  Flue
tobacco 39% harvested, 64% 2001, 51% 5-yr avg.  Burley tobacco 17% poor,
41% fair, 38% good, 4% excellent; 51% harvested, 64% 2001, 49% 5-yr avg.
Dark Fire Cured tobacco 74% harvested, 76% 2001, 71% 5-yr avg.  Sun
tobacco 88% harvested, 79% 2001, 64% 5-yr avg. Peanuts 12% very poor,
21% poor, 37% fair, 26% good, 4% excellent. Cotton 7% very poor, 33% poor,
30% fair, 27% good, 3% excellent; 48% opening bolls, 24% 2001, 37% 5-yr
avg. Apples 20% very poor, 4% poor, 52% fair, 24% good.  Fall Apples 34%
harvested, 21% 2001, 9% 5-yr avg.  Winter Apples 17% harvested, 5% 2001,
1% 5-yr avg. State continued to see results of the dry, hot weather it has been
facing this growing season.  The recent rain seemed to help some pastures,
hay fields, but did little to help raise water levels.  Some farmers applied
additional fertilizer to hay fields to help increase fall growth because feed
supplies are low.  Corn, soybeans continued to mature quickly in the dry
weather.  Some late-planted soybeans have regrowth from the earlier
showers.  Vegetable, melon harvest is slowing down.  Tobacco harvest is in
full swing.  Cotton defoliating has begun in some areas of the state.
Insufficient water supplies for livestock are still a major concern for farmers.
Activities: Feeding hay, checking water supplies, marketing livestock, scouting
crops for insects, diseases, spraying soybeans for corn earworm, ordering
wheat seed, repairing peanut harvest equipment.

WASHINGTON:      Days suitable for fieldwork averaged 7.0.  Topsoil 16%
very short, 46% short, 38% adequate.  Subsoil 7% very short, 37% short,
56% adequate.  Irrigation water supply was 2% short, 98% adequate.  The
highest temperature in the state was 920 in Pasco.  The lowest temperature
in the state was 330 in Omak and Deer Park.  Winter wheat 99% harvested,
39% planted.  Spring wheat 99% harvested.  Barley 99% harvested.  Wheat
harvest was almost complete for state.  Producers were turning their attention
to planting winter wheat.  Field corn 3% fair, 97% good.  Corn for silage 15%
harvested.  Dry edible bean 5% fair, 95% good.  Dry edible beans 17%
harvested.  Dry peas 100% harvested.  Potato 11% fair, 85% good, 4%
excellent; 57% harvested.  Cattle producers in the eastern region were
beginning to feel the impact of the dry weather as it took its toll on pastures,

rangeland.  Adequate hay supplies exist in Steven County.  However, some
producers in Asotin, Garfield Counties were selling their calves early.  Hay,
other roughage 7% short, 93% adequate.  Alfalfa 3rd cutting 98% complete.
Range, pasture feeds 10% very poor, 28% poor, 38% fair, 24% good.
Commercial blueberry growers continued to report good quality, excellent
yields.  Pumpkins as well as leaves on the trees were starting to turn fall
colors.  Niagra grape harvest for juice as well as the wine grape harvest began
in Benton County.

WEST VIRGINIA:      Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7.  Topsoil  48% very short,
43% short, 9% adequate,  34% very short, 45% short, 21% adequate last
week, 2% very short, 28% short, 67% adequate, 3% surplus in 2001. Corn
3% very poor, 9% poor, 29% fair, 56% good, 3% excellent;  85% doughing,
84% last week, 89% 2001, 88% 5-yr avg.; 47% dent, 46% last week, 51%
2001, 52% 5-yr avg.;  26% mature, 12% last week, 12% 2001, 22% 5-yr avg.;
0% harvested for grain, 6% 2001. Soybeans 1% very poor, 6% poor, 29% fair,
64% good; 41% dropping leaves, 40% last week, 38% 2001, 41% 5-yr avg.
Winter wheat 7% planted, 6% last week, 10% 2001.  Tobacco 5% poor, 29%
fair, 66% good;  28% harvested, 25% last week, 50% 2001, 45% 5-yr avg.
Hay 4% very poor, 22% poor, 45% fair, 29% good; Hay 2nd cut 93%, 91% last
week, 91% 2001, 87% 5-yr avg.;  3rd cut 55%, 54% last week, 53% 2001,
47% 5-yr avg. Apple  100% fair; 26% harvested, 15% last week.  Peach 100%
fair,  82% harvested, 81% last week,.  Cattle, calves 4% poor, 27% fair, 67%
good, 2% excellent.  Sheep, Lambs, 4% poor, 40% fair, 55% good, 1%
excellent.  Weather permitted farmers to continue with cutting hay,  harvesting
tobacco, harvesting fruits, vegetables.  Crop, livestock conditions continue to
worsen.  Temperatures across the state were normal to above normal,  limited
rainfall in most areas.  Early feeding of hay to livestock continues, concerns
for water supplies increase  with  water hauling common.

WISCONSIN:      days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Soil 2% very short, 13%
short, 73% adequate, 12% surplus. Rain wa common across the state for the
past week.  These included some heavy rains in the northern, middle sections
of the state.  There were reports of 8-10 inches locally in Chippewa County.
Most areas of the north received 3-5 inches of rain, which halted most hay
operations.  Corn silage harvest was in full swing in the south, beginning
everywhere in the state.  The unseasonally warm temperatures helped the
late-planted crops to catch up after the cool spring.  Temperatures ranged
from 3 to 90 warmer than average.  Pasture feed improved with the added
moisture.

WYOMING :  Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1.  Topsoil moisture supplies
improved slightly from weekend rain  showers. Subsoil 11% adequate, ; 36
5-yr avg.   Hot days, inadequate rain.   Small grain harvest nearing completion
on average pace.  Corn, dry beans progress behind average. Temperatures
were   well   above    normal      throughout      the     State.  Temperatures
soared well into the 90's in most areas.  Most areas across the   State
received little or no rainfall.  Precipitation for the week was  below  normal at
all stations except Afton, Archer.  Archer reported   the most  precipitation with
0.60 inch. Additional precipitation was received in many areas over the
following weekend.  of September 8, only 13% of the State had adequate
topsoil  moisture, compared with only 9% last week, the 5-year   average for
this date of 38% adequate. 59% very  short, compared with the average of
23%.
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International Weather and Crop Summary
September 1 - 7, 2002

International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided by USDA/WAOB

EUROPE:  Across northwestern and southeastern Europe, mostly dry
weather favored winter grain fieldwork and summer crop maturation,
while heavy rain hampered summer crop maturation in portions of
Italy and southeastern France.

FSU-WESTERN: Mostly dry weather aided fieldwork for early
summer crop harvesting and planting of the 2003 winter wheat crop
in Ukraine and southern Russia, but rain was needed to improve
emergence prospects of newly planted winter grains in northern
Russia. 

FSU-NEW LANDS: Drier weather improved conditions for spring
grain harvesting in Kazakstan and Urals, Russia, while wet weather
continued to hamper harvest activities in Siberia, Russia. 

AUSTRALIA: Scattered, light showers provided limited drought
relief for jointing to reproductive winter grains.

EASTERN ASIA:  A typhoon generated locally heavy rain across
southern China, ending a period of favorable dryness that allowed
floodwaters to recede.

SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Heavy showers caused flooding in Thailand,
possibly damaging unharvested corn.

SOUTH ASIA:  Monsoon showers remained heavy in central India,
while a late-season surge of moisture occurred in the northwest.

CANADA:  Widespread, locally heavy rain maintained unfavorable
conditions for harvesting Prairie spring grains and oilseeds.

MEXICO:  Widespread showers maintained adequate soil moisture
for summer crops across the Southern Plateau corn belt, while drought
stressed pastures and summer crops in the lower Rio Grande Valley.

SOUTH AMERICA:  In southern Brazil, a late-season freeze caused
some damage to immature wheat but likely missed the coffee-
producing areas.

EUROPE
In England, the Benelux countries, northern France, and
Germany, mostly dry weather (less than 5 mm) continued to
favor late winter grain harvesting, early winter grain and
oilseed planting, and summer crop maturation.  In western
Poland, the Czech Republic, and Austria, light to moderate
rain (10-45 mm) slowed flood recovery efforts and late winter
grain harvesting, but maintained favorable soil moisture for
late filling summer crops and winter grain and oilseed
planting.  Dry weather prevailed across southeastern Poland,
Hungary, Romania, Serbia, favoring summer crop maturation
and harvesting, but more rain is needed to boost soil moisture
for winter crops in the latter countries.  In the southern
Balkans, rain (10-30 mm) increased soil moisture for winter
grain plantings, but slowed cotton maturation in Greece.  In
northern and central Italy and southern France, moderate to
heavy rain (20-70 mm or more) hampered rice, sunflower, and
wine grape maturation, while boosting irrigation supplies for
the upcoming winter grain season.  In portions of the southern
Rhone River Valley in France, the rain exacerbated local
flooding.  In Spain, mostly dry weather favored filling to
maturing summer crops, including rice.  Temperatures
averaged 1 to 2 degrees C below normal across the Iberian
peninsula, central and southern Italy, and the southern
Balkans, reducing crop water use for irrigated crops.
Temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C above normal across
eastern portions of central Europe, with near- to slightly
above-normal temperatures in western Europe.
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FSU-WESTERN
A strong ridge of high pressure persisted over the Central
Region in Russia, keeping the region unseasonably warm and
mostly dry.   In northern Russia (Central and Volga Regions),
the dryness favored fieldwork for late grain harvest activities
and planting of the 2003 winter grain crop.  However, most
of northern Russia has received little if any precipitation
since early August, creating a lack of topsoil moisture needed
for uniform seed germination and early plant establishment.
As a result, rain was needed to boost emergence prospects
and to ensure that plants will become adequately established
before winter dormancy.  Farther south, dry weather prevailed
throughout most of the week in Ukraine and southern Russia,
helping fieldwork for early summer crop harvests and winter
wheat planting.  At week�s end, light to moderate showers
(10-25 mm or more) fell in southeastern Ukraine and parts of
the Southern Region in Russia, boosting topsoil moisture for
planting.  Elsewhere, dry weather in Belarus continued a
drying trend that has continued over the region since the
middle of August, helping harvest activities, but limiting
topsoil moisture for winter grain germination.  Weekly
temperatures averaged 3 to 5 degrees C above normal over
Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics. 

FSU-NEW LANDS
A warming trend accompanied drier weather in spring grain
areas of north-central Kazakstan and the Urals Region in
Russia, improving conditions for crop maturation and
harvesting.  Farther east, however, wet weather persisted in
spring grain areas in Siberia, slowing crop maturation and
hampering harvest activities.  Rainfall in these areas generally
ranged from 10 to 30 mm, with some locations reporting
amounts in excess of 30 mm.  Reports from Russia as of
September 9 indicated that grain was about 64 percent
harvested.  In cotton-producing areas of Central Asia,
seasonably dry weather helped early harvest activities,
although unseasonably cool weather (weekly temperatures
averaging 1-3 degrees C below normal) slowed boll
maturation.

AUSTRALIA
Scattered, mostly light showers (3-9 mm, locally near 20 mm)
in northern New South Wales locally aided drought-stressed
winter grains, but were too light in most areas to significantly
improve subsoil moisture.  Elsewhere in New South Wales,
southern Queensland, and northern Victoria, mostly dry
weather (less than 5 mm) stressed jointing to reproductive
winter grains, and kept a severe drought entrenched over
much of eastern Australia.  In South Australia, scattered, light
showers (1-15 mm) moistened topsoil for jointing winter
grains, but more rain was needed to maintain crop prospects.
Similarly, light showers (3-15 mm) fell in Western Australia,
but soaking rains were needed to improve moisture supplies.
Seasonably mild weather accompanied the showers in
Western Australia, helping crop development.  In contrast,
unseasonably warm weather (temperatures averaging 2-6
degrees C above normal) in southern and eastern Australia
increased evaporative losses, hampering crop development.
In New Zealand, a second consecutive week of mostly dry
(less than 5 mm) weather favored fieldwork in crop-
producing areas.
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EASTERN ASIA
After bringing locally heavy rain and high winds to northern Taiwan,
Typhoon Sinlaku struck southeastern China (Zhejiang) on September
7 with sustained winds of about 70 knots.  Heavy rain (50-100 mm or
more) was recorded along the immediate coast, with lesser amounts
farther inland as the storm�s remnants moved westward into the
Yangzte Valley (additional information will appear in next week�s
crop summary).  Before Sinlaku made landfall in mainland China, dry,
unseasonably warm weather (temperatures averaging 1-2 degrees C
above normal) covered a broad area from southern China to northern
Manchuria.  In the south, the dryness allowed a recession of flooding
along the Yangtze River and its tributaries and fostered drydown and
harvesting of main-season rice and other summer crops.  Farther north,
unfavorable warmth (highs in the middle and upper 30s degrees C)
and dryness that persisted on the North China Plain hastened corn and
soybean maturity while reducing topsoil moisture levels for winter
wheat germination.  Conditions were overall favorable, however, for
maturing cotton.  In Manchuria, mostly dry, seasonably warm weather
(highs in the upper 20s to lower 30s degrees C) favored late
developing summer crops.  Locally heavy rainfall (25-100 mm or
more) associated with the remnants of Typhoon Kusa covered
northern Korea and Vladivostok, Russia, but stayed well to the east of
Manchuria�s main crop areas.  In Japan, locally heavy rain (25-100
mm or more) fell in rice areas of Honshu and eastern Hokkaido.

SOUTHEAST ASIA
Heavy monsoon showers (50-200 mm or more) caused widespread
flooding throughout central Thailand, possibly damaging unharvested
corn.  However, the rainfall increased moisture supplies for main-
season rice throughout Thailand.  Warm, dry weather favored main-
season rice harvesting in northern Vietnam, while irrigation supplies
remained adequate in the south.  Rains (25-100 mm) caused some
delays in main-season rice and corn harvesting in Luzon and
Mindanao, Philippines, but increased moisture reserves for upcoming
secondary planting.  Heavy showers (50-200 mm) favored oil palm in
peninsular Malaysia and Sumatra, while in Java, Indonesia, irrigation
supplies remained adequate despite excessive dryness.

SOUTH ASIA
Heavy showers (25-100 mm or more) fell throughout central India,
increasing moisture supplies for cotton and soybeans, and also
providing further relief to drought-stricken groundnuts.  Late-season
showers (25-100 mm) fell from northern Pakistan through the
Gangetic Plain, boosting irrigation supplies severely depleted by
unseasonable dryness.  In the east, rainfall (25-50 mm) has been
lighter than in recent weeks, easing flooding while maintaining high
irrigation levels.  Recently, warmer- and drier-than-normal weather
has reduced moisture supplies for immature cotton and groundnuts in
the southern states of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu.
An increase in rainfall would be welcome in upcoming weeks for late-
season crop development.
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CANADA
Widespread, locally heavy rain (10-50 mm) swept across the
Prairies, maintaining very unfavorable conditions for spring
crop harvesting and raising additional concerns for crop
quality and potential damage from the untimely moisture.
Provincial crop reports depict harvesting well behind schedule
in many areas, although swathing and combining were
underway prior to the rainfall.  For example, Saskatchewan
crops were reportedly 4 percent harvested by August 26,
compared with 39 percent last year and the 5-year average of
20 percent.  On a positive note, the rainfall increased long-term
moisture reserves, helped pasture recovery, and provided
needed moisture for winter wheat germination and
establishment.  Temperatures were below average in Alberta
and neighboring locations in Saskatchewan and near to above
normal elsewhere.  Minimum temperatures fell to the single
digits degrees C in most areas, but freezing weather was
confined to Alberta�s Peace River Valley.  Most Prairie crop
areas record their first autumn freeze in early September.  In
eastern Canada, a continuation of unseasonable warmth and
dryness hastened corn and soybean maturation while enabling
final winter wheat harvests.  Winter wheat planting takes place
in September and October, and rain is needed to recharge
topsoil moisture for germination and establishment.

MEXICO
Scattered light rain (less than 10 mm) provided little relief to
stressed pastures and summer crops across the lower Rio
Grande watershed, where this season�s below-normal rainfall
has further worsened long-term drought conditions.  Farther
south, seasonal rains returned after a slight lull, providing 
widespread showers (20-60 mm or more) for corn development
across the Southern Plateau.  Showers also boosted irrigation
supplies for winter crops across the western Sierra Madre, but
dry weather prevailed in Chihuahua.  Widespread showers (20-
100 mm or more) covered southeastern Mexico, the Yucatan
Peninsula, Belize, and Honduras, favoring corn, coffee, and
sugarcane, but causing local flooding.  Mexican temperatures
averaged near to slightly above normal. 

SOUTH AMERICA
In southern Brazil, unusually cold weather (lows ranging from
-4 to 0 degrees C) struck agricultural districts from northern
Rio Grande do Sul to central Parana on September 1-3.  The
late-season freeze reportedly caused some damage to immature
winter wheat, although the full extent of the damage will likely
remain unknown until the crop is harvested.   Lows from 1 to
3 degrees C were recorded in coffee-producing areas of
southern Minas Gerais and Sao Paulo, indicating the potential
for only localized frost.  At week�s end, showers (10-25 mm or
more) developed from Rio Grande do Sul northward through
Minas Gerais, increasing late-season moisture for immature
winter wheat, but likely slowing cocoa and coffee harvesting.
According to independent analyst Safras e Mercado, coffee
was 94 percent harvested as of September 5, slightly ahead of
last year.  In Argentina, dry, cooler-than-normal weather
(temperatures averaging 1-2 degrees C below normal, with
lows from -4 to 0 degrees C) slowed winter wheat
establishment and may have caused localized damage to newly
emerged sunflowers.  According to independent analysts,
sunflowers were 21 percent planted as of September 9.  Corn
planting was reportedly just underway.
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