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HIGHLIGHTS

October 31 - November 6, 2010

Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB

Widespread showers across the South and East
provided additional relief to pastures and newly
planted winter grains in drought-affected areas. In
some areas, including parts of Florida, the rain broke a
month-long dry spell. Meanwhile, dry weather across
the Plains and the Midwest promoted late-season
winter wheat planting and summer crop harvesting.
However, dry conditions remained a concern with
respect to wheat establishment across parts of the
central and southern Plains and the
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Hot, mostly dry weather (generally less than 3 mm) caused
drought to intensify in Western Australia, accelerating
winter grain maturation and harvesting.  Farther east,
mostly dry (generally less than 5 mm), albeit cooler-than-
normal weather overspread southeastern Australia. The
drier weather helped maturation of earlier sown crops,
while adequate to abundant soil moisture continued to
benefit immature winter wheat and barley. In northern New

South Wales and southern Queensland, widespread showers
(5-25 mm) aided vegetative summer crops, but the wet
weather hampered winter wheat dry down and harvesting
and further threatened the quality of crops waiting to be
harvested. Temperatures in southern and eastern Australia
averaged about 2 to 5 degrees C below normal, while in
Western Australia, temperatures averaged about 2 to 3
degrees C above normal.

For additional information contact: meteorologists@oce.usda.gov
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Total Precipitation (mm)
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Seasonal rains have increased over northern and eastern
portions of the corn belt, improving summer crop prospects
after an unseasonably dry October. The heaviest rain (25-50
mm or more) covered a broad area stretching from
Mpumalanga to eastern Botswana, including a large portion of
central Limpopo. The rain will likely spur planting of corn
and other summer crops, especially in those areas where
fieldwork was delayed by the earlier dryness and will occur
after the optimal planting date. Farther west, lighter rain (4-25
mm) helped condition fields for sowing in Gauteng and the
eastern crop areas of Northwest and Free State. Above-normal
temperatures (highs reaching the lower and middle 30s degrees

C) maintained high evaporative losses while hastening
maturation and drydown of winter wheat in these areas.
Scattered, generally light rain (5-25 mm) fell throughout the
Cape Provinces and in KwaZulu-Natal. Sugarcane areas in
and around KwaZulu-Natal are still suffering from the effects
of long-term drought, which lowered last year’s production. A
return to seasonal rains is needed immediately to limit
potential losses from a second year of dryness. In Western
Cape, light to moderate rain (2-10 mm or more) likely caused
only minor delays in seasonal fieldwork. Wheat harvesting is
usually finished by now in Western Cape, but some earlier
delays from wetness may have occurred.

For additional information contact: meteorologists@oce.usda.gov
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A warmer, drier weather pattern enveloped central Argentina,
promoting summer crop planting and advancing development
of winter grains. The exception was southern Buenos Aires,
where lingering rain (10-25 mm or more) kept some vegetative
to reproductive wheat and barley unfavorably wet. However,
drier weather elsewhere in Buenos Aires and in La Pampa,
accompanied by temperatures averaging 2 to 3 degrees C
above normal (highs in the lower 30s degrees C), aided
farmers in the treatment of pests and diseases after last week’s
rain. Rain will be needed soon from Cordoba to Entre Rios,
where a third week of drier-than-normal weather, combined
with temperatures approaching the middle 30s degrees C,
reduced topsoil moisture levels for uniform germination of

summer grains and oilseeds. Additional rain would also help
ensure the current yield prospects of vegetative to filling
winter grains. In northern Argentina, dry, unseasonably warm
weather (highs reaching the upper 30s degrees C) hastened
winter grain maturation while supporting planting of cotton
and other summer row crops, but rain will be needed soon in
these areas as well for the region’s predominantly rain-fed
crops and pastures. According to Argentina’s Ministry of
Agriculture, sunflower and corn planting was 63 and 73
percent complete, respectively, as of November 4, more than
10 percentage points higher than last year’s pace for both
crops. In addition, soybeans were 22 percent planted versus 17
percent last year.

For additional information contact: meteorologists@oce.usda.gov
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Heavy rain covered a broad area of central Brazil, increasing
moisture for soybeans and other regionally important crops.
Rainfall totaled 50 to 100 mm over a large area extending
from Mato Grosso south and eastward through Minas Gerais
and Mato Grosso do Sul. The rainfall was particularly
welcome in sections of southern Mato Grosso and nearby
locations in Mato Grosso do Sul and Goias that had been
trending dry recently. The rain also brought temperatures
down to more seasonable levels in this area, with highs in the
lower and middle 30s degrees C compared with temperatures
last week approaching 40 degrees C. Elsewhere, rainfall
tapered off across the northeastern interior, promoting

soybean and cotton planting after last week’s heavy rain;
amounts exceeding 25 mm were confined to southwestern
Tocantins, while northern farming areas of western Bahia
received little, if any, rain. Rainfall also diminished from the
previous week over Parana, although amounts totaling 25 to
50 mm kept maturing wheat unseasonably wet in the
northwest. In contrast, rainfall increased over major citrus
and sugarcane areas of Sao Paulo, although amounts
continued to be below normal (less than 25 mm in most
areas). In Rio Grande do Sul, dry, seasonably warm weather,
favored development of immature wheat and supported early
soybean planting.

For additional information contact: meteorologists@oce.usda.gov
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