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| CANADIAN PRAIRIES |

During May, chronic wetness impeded spring grain and oilseed
planting in southeastern sections of the Prairies. On May 1,
much of the east was covered by a layer of snow that in some
areas contained more than 25 mm of water. For the remainder
of the month, frequent, unseasonably heavy rain maintained
unfavorably wet conditions for fieldwork and prevented planting
over a significant portion of southeastern Saskatchewan and
southwestern Manitoba. Flooding was also a problem. Wet
weather delayed fieldwork in the southwest (in particular,
southern Alberta) but the situation was reportedly not as bad as

in the east. Meanwhile, drier conditions prevailed in many
northern growing areas of Alberta and Saskatchewan, fostering a
rapid pace of spring fieldwork but eventually resulting in
unfavorably low levels of topsoil moisture for germination and
establishment. Monthly average temperatures were 1 to 2°C
below normal in the wetter southern farming areas and near to
slightly above normal in the drier northern areas. Freezes were
common throughout the month, limiting growth of winter wheat
and pastures and possibly burning back tender growth of early
planted spring crops.

For additional information contact: meteorologists@oce.usda.gov
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| SOUTHEASTERN CANADA |

During May, frequent, near-to above-normal rainfall slowed
spring fieldwork, including planting of corn and soybeans in
the main production areas of southwestern Ontario.
Conditions were also unfavorably wet for vegetative to
heading wheat; reports emanating from Canada noted disease
pressure and other problems caused by the wetness. May was
the third consecutive wet month, and many of the

aforementioned concerns were evident in April, as summer
crop planting began and wheat was greening. Monthly
temperatures averaged about 1°C above normal, promoting
growth of both crops and pastures. By early May, major
farming areas of Ontario and Quebec had recorded their last
spring freeze, and subsequent freezes were generally confined
to outlying farming areas.

For additional information contact: meteorologists@oce.usda.gov
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