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 rare, historic, and damaging October snow storm 
struck at week’s end from the central Appalachians 

into southern New England.  Among the storm’s primary 
impacts were power outages due to fallen trees and limbs.  
Before reaching the Northeast, the storm had also 
blanketed the central and southern Rockies with snow 
and produced much-needed precipitation across parts of 
the southern Plains.  In particular, drought-stressed 
pastures and emerging winter wheat from northern Texas 
into Oklahoma benefited from more than an inch of

A 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Weather Service 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
National Agricultural Statistics Service 
and World Agricultural Outlook Board 

HIGHLIGHTS 
October 23 - 29, 2011 

Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 

























































November 1, 2011 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 29 
 

 
For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov  

For the second consecutive week, wet weather (15-35 mm) 
in Western Australia slowed winter crop maturation and 
harvesting.  Showers (5-25 mm) hampered local fieldwork 
in southeastern Australia, too, though portions of the 
southeast remained mostly dry (less than 5 mm), favoring 
wheat, barley, and canola harvesting.  In northern New

South Wales and southern Queensland, widespread 
showers (10-50 mm) benefited vegetative summer crops 
but slowed winter wheat harvesting.  Temperatures in 
eastern Australia averaged about 1 to 3°C above normal, 
while elsewhere in the wheat belt, temperatures were 
generally seasonable. 

AUSTRALIA 
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Showers developed late in the week over eastern sections of 
the corn belt, providing emerging summer crops with much-
needed relief from heat and dryness.  Rainfall totaled 10 to 
50 mm over southern Mpumalanga and neighboring 
locations in Free State and KwaZulu-Natal.  Daytime highs 
reached the middle and upper 30s (degrees C) on several 
days prior to the onset of the rain, making the moisture 
particularly timely.  Similar amounts of rain were recorded 
throughout northern and western agricultural areas 
(Limpopo, Gauteng, and eastern sections of North West), 
possibly spurring early planting of corn and other summer

row crops.  Elsewhere, rainfall was unseasonably light (3-
25 mm) in rain-fed sugarcane areas of southern KwaZulu-
Natal; unseasonable warmth (weekly average temperatures 
1-2°C above normal) accompanied the dryness, although 
daytime highs were much lower than those recorded in the 
corn belt, ranging from 26 to 32°C.  Meanwhile, dry 
weather dominated the Cape Provinces, spurring seasonal 
fieldwork including early fruit harvests.  Temperatures 
averaged near to below normal throughout the west, with 
daytime highs mostly in the lower and middle 20s in the 
main agricultural areas of Western Cape.  

SOUTH AFRICA
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Showers returned to Argentina’s northern and western farming 
areas, increasing moisture for winter grain development and 
germination of early planted summer grains and oilseeds.  
Rainfall totaled 25 to 50 mm or more over a broad area 
stretching from Cordoba and Santiago del Estero eastward 
through Corrientes and Misiones.  The rain fell on several 
occasions throughout the week, helping to replenish moisture 
reserves but possibly causing some localized delays in corn 
and sunflower planting.  In contrast, drier conditions continued 
across La Pampa and Buenos Aires.  Weekly average

temperatures were near to below normal throughout the 
country.  In the drier southern farming area, the unseasonably 
cool weather, including patchy frost, lowered crop moisture 
demands and slowed early crop development.  By week’s end, 
seasonably warmer weather (temperatures ranging from 35-
40°C) returned to the far north (notably Formosa and Salta).  
According to Argentina’s Ministry of Agriculture, sunflower 
and corn were 52 and 56 percent planted, respectively, as of 
October 27.  Soybean planting was reportedly underway in 
many locations. 

ARGENTINA
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Widespread, locally heavy showers overspread most major 
farming areas of central and southern Brazil.  Near- to above-
normal rainfall (25 to 50 mm or more) was timely for 
soybeans and other emerging summer row crops in key 
southern farming areas (southern Mato Grosso do Sul to Rio 
Grande do Sul) following a brief spell of dryness.  Rain also 
ended a brief drying trend in the Center-West and Southeast 
Regions (southern Mato Grosso to Sao Paulo), although 
amounts were below normal (below 25 mm) in some 
locations.  Highly variable rainfall (10-50 mm or more) 
maintained overall favorable conditions for crops throughout 
the remainder of central Brazil, though rainfall was generally 
below last week’s levels in nearly all areas.  In fact, mostly

dry weather prevailed from northern Minas Gerais to the 
northeastern coast, areas which recorded exceptionally heavy 
rain last week.  Weekly average temperatures were 1 to 2°C 
above normal throughout Brazil’s central and southern 
agricultural areas, with highs reaching the middle and upper 
30s (degrees C) in the traditionally warmer locations in and 
around Mato Grosso. The warmer weather spurred rapid 
germination of summer row crops while maintaining high 
evaporative losses.  A return to wetter conditions will be 
needed soon to ensure uniform germination of soybeans, 
corn, and cotton in sections of the Center-West Region 
(notably, areas in and around southern Mato Grosso) that 
have received patchy rain over the past few weeks. 

BRAZIL
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Dry weather dominated all major agricultural areas, including 
previously wet tropical locations in the southeast.  Weekly 
average temperatures were near to above normal across 
northern Mexico, with highs continuing to reach the middle 
30s (degrees C) in the drought-stricken northeast.  Many 
northern areas, particularly the northwest, are entering the 
winter growing season with unfavorably low levels of 
irrigation.  According to the Government of Mexico, 
reservoir levels in Sinaloa ranged from between 21 and 37 
percent of capacity as of October 30, compared with 69 to 
100 percent at the same time last year.  Dry, seasonably mild 
weather aided drydown of corn and other rain-fed summer 

crops on the southern plateau, with freezing temperatures in 
traditionally cooler eastern locations. Mostly dry, 
unseasonably cool weather prevailed elsewhere in the south, 
although light showers (10-25 mm or more) were 
concentrated in the vicinity of Tabasco.  The remnants of 
Hurricane Rina generated coastal rain (locally in excess of 50 
mm) on the Yucatan Peninsula as it meandered offshore 
during the latter part of the week but few showers reached 
inland. 
 
This will be the final weekly summary for the season; routine 
coverage will resume in April 2012. 
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On the morning of October 30, visible satellite imagery captured the extent of an early-season Northeastern snow storm.  Low clouds obscured a portion of the
snow cover in the mountains of West Virginia and western Pennsylvania, while cloudiness also lingered across New England.  All of the major Northeastern
cities received snowfall totaling a trace to 1.0 inch, except New York City, which reported 2.9 inches on October 29.  New York City had never experienced a 1-
inch snowfall in October, with the snowiest day (and month) occurring with a 0.8-inch total on October 30, 1925.  Much heavier snow fell farther inland, where
31.4 inches blanketed Jaffrey, NH, on October 29-30.  Other October 29-30 totals included 22.2 inches in Concord, NH; 20.3 inches in Hartford, CT; 14.6 inches
in Worcester, MA; and 9.1 inches in Scranton, PA.  Hartford, which received 12.3 inches on the 29th and 8.0 inches on the 30th, had never received more than 1.7
inches during any October day or month—October 10, 1979.  Similarly, daily and monthly October snowfall records were broken on the 29th in locations such as
Newark, NJ (5.3 inches; previously 0.3 inch on October 22, 1952), and Scranton (9.1 inches; previously, 4.4 inches on October 26,1962).
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