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ome of the coldest air of the season swept across the 
northern Plains and Midwest late in the week, 

increasing livestock stress.  Prior to the cold outbreak, much 
of the nation had continued to experience near- to above-
normal temperatures.  On the central and southern High 
Plains, however, a combination of factors—including cloud 
cover, light precipitation, and a pre-existing snow cover—
held weekly temperatures as much as 5 to 10°F below 
normal.  By week’s end, temperatures plunged to -10°F or 
lower in parts of the north-central U.S., threatening exposed
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AL BIRMINGHAM 50 7 5.90 0.45 LEXINGTON 37 5 3.54 0.20 COLUMBUS 33 5 3.82 1.29

HUNTSVILLE 47 7 7.79 2.27 LONDON-CORBIN 39 5 3.93 -0.08 DAYTON 31 5 4.73 2.13

MOBILE 57 7 2.24 -3.51 LOUISVILLE 39 6 4.15 0.87 MANSFIELD 30 6 3.62 0.99

MONTGOMERY 53 6 3.47 -1.57 PADUCAH 40 7 3.55 0.08 TOLEDO 30 6 2.42 0.49

AK ANCHORAGE 3 -13 1.31 0.63 LA BATON ROUGE 58 8 5.75 -0.44 YOUNGSTOWN 31 6 4.51 2.17

BARROW -21 -7 0.20 0.08 LAKE CHARLES 59 8 8.78 3.26 OK OKLAHOMA CITY 44 7 2.23 0.95

COLD BAY 18 -10 3.62 0.54 NEW ORLEANS 61 8 1.81 -4.06 TULSA 44 8 0.61 -0.99

FAIRBANKS -27 -17 0.69 0.13 SHREVEPORT 53 7 3.19 -1.41 OR ASTORIA 42 0 10.80 1.18

JUNEAU 27 1 6.43 1.62 ME BANGOR 23 5 1.95 -1.39 BURNS 28 4 2.36 1.18

KING SALMON -6 -21 1.12 0.09 CARIBOU 13 3 3.65 0.68 EUGENE 41 1 8.12 0.47

KODIAK 21 -9 4.71 -3.46 PORTLAND 27 5 4.29 0.20 MEDFORD 39 0 2.76 0.29

NOME -17 -23 0.19 -0.73 MD BALTIMORE 38 6 2.54 -0.93 PENDLETON 36 2 1.54 0.09

AZ FLAGSTAFF 34 4 0.42 -1.76 MA BOSTON 34 5 2.67 -1.25 PORTLAND 41 1 6.82 1.75

PHOENIX 59 5 0.00 -0.83 WORCESTER 29 5 3.03 -1.04 SALEM 42 2 10.32 4.48

TUCSON 56 4 0.14 -0.85 MI ALPENA 24 6 1.77 0.01 PA ALLENTOWN 33 6 2.96 -0.54

AR FORT SMITH 46 8 4.42 2.05 DETROIT 31 7 3.00 1.09 ERIE 32 5 4.51 1.98

LITTLE ROCK 47 7 2.06 -1.55 FLINT 29 8 1.94 0.37 MIDDLETOWN 34 5 3.17 0.33

CA BAKERSFIELD 52 4 0.44 -0.74 GRAND RAPIDS 30 8 3.20 1.17 PHILADELPHIA 38 6 2.59 -0.93

EUREKA 46 -2 7.76 1.79 HOUGHTON LAKE 24 6 2.49 0.88 PITTSBURGH 33 5 3.85 1.15

FRESNO 49 3 1.38 -0.78 LANSING 28 6 2.02 0.41 WILKES-BARRE 31 5 1.90 -0.56

LOS ANGELES 59 2 1.19 -1.79 MUSKEGON 31 7 3.13 0.91 WILLIAMSPORT 32 6 2.99 0.14

REDDING 46 0 5.82 -0.68 TRAVERSE CITY 27 6 1.54 -1.44 PR SAN JUAN 77 0 3.73 0.71

SACRAMENTO 48 2 2.43 -1.41 MN DULUTH 18 10 0.37 -0.75 RI PROVIDENCE 34 5 3.40 -0.97

SAN DIEGO 58 0 0.40 -1.88 INT'L FALLS 14 11 0.75 -0.09 SC CHARLESTON 53 5 0.64 -3.44

SAN FRANCISCO 51 2 2.16 -2.29 MINNEAPOLIS 23 10 0.36 -0.68 COLUMBIA 49 4 1.76 -2.90

STOCKTON 47 1 1.49 -1.22 ROCHESTER 23 11 0.57 -0.37 FLORENCE 49 4 1.30 -2.79

CO ALAMOSA 22 7 0.06 -0.19 ST. CLOUD 20 11 0.57 -0.19 GREENVILLE 45 4 3.92 -0.49

CO SPRINGS 36 8 0.02 -0.26 MS JACKSON 53 8 4.02 -1.65 MYRTLE BEACH 50 4 1.24 -2.42

DENVER 36 8 0.26 0.03 MERIDIAN 51 5 6.28 0.36 SD ABERDEEN 21 10 0.70 0.22

GRAND JUNCTION 32 6 0.37 -0.23 TUPELO 48 8 4.73 -0.41 HURON 24 10 0.73 0.25

PUEBLO 36 7 0.03 -0.30 MO COLUMBIA 35 7 0.74 -0.99 RAPID CITY 30 8 0.31 -0.06

CT BRIDGEPORT 36 6 2.98 -0.75 JOPLIN 40 7 0.16 -1.68 SIOUX FALLS 24 10 0.75 0.24

HARTFORD 31 5 2.96 -0.88 KANSAS CITY 35 8 0.06 -1.09 TN BRISTOL 40 6 4.60 1.08

DC WASHINGTON 41 6 2.19 -1.02 SPRINGFIELD 38 6 0.95 -1.16 CHATTANOOGA 45 6 7.10 1.70

DE WILMINGTON 37 6 2.55 -0.88 ST JOSEPH 33 7 0.18 -0.70 JACKSON 45 7 3.23 -1.10

FL DAYTONA BEACH 59 1 0.07 -3.06 ST LOUIS 38 8 2.33 0.19 KNOXVILLE 43 5 5.69 1.12

FT LAUDERDALE 69 2 0.20 -2.74 MT BILLINGS 31 7 0.61 -0.20 MEMPHIS 48 8 1.73 -2.51

FT MYERS 65 0 0.15 -2.08 BUTTE 25 7 0.11 -0.42 NASHVILLE 43 6 5.13 1.16

JACKSONVILLE 55 2 0.09 -3.60 GLASGOW 23 12 0.15 -0.20 TX ABILENE 49 5 2.77 1.80

KEY WEST 71 1 0.78 -1.44 GREAT FALLS 29 7 0.30 -0.38 AMARILLO 42 6 0.05 -0.58

MELBOURNE 61 0 0.00 -2.48 HELENA 27 7 1.28 0.76 AUSTIN 53 3 7.30 5.41

MIAMI 68 0 0.21 -1.67 KALISPELL 27 6 1.37 -0.10 BEAUMONT 60 8 6.27 0.58

ORLANDO 60 -1 0.13 -2.30 MILES CITY 26 9 0.33 -0.17 BROWNSVILLE 66 6 0.34 -1.02

PENSACOLA 58 6 2.49 -2.85 MISSOULA 28 4 1.64 0.58 COLLEGE STATION 56 6 2.78 -0.54

ST PETERSBURG 62 0 1.92 -0.84 NE GRAND ISLAND 33 11 0.16 -0.38 CORPUS CHRISTI 62 6 0.45 -1.17

TALLAHASSEE 55 3 2.85 -2.51 HASTINGS 32 8 0.14 -0.41 DALLAS/FT WORTH 50 6 6.18 4.28

TAMPA 63 2 1.08 -1.19 LINCOLN 30 8 0.16 -0.51 DEL RIO 54 3 0.50 -0.07

WEST PALM BEACH 65 -1 0.38 -3.37 MCCOOK 33 7 0.07 -0.43 EL PASO 48 3 0.66 0.21

GA ATHENS 47 5 3.32 -1.37 NORFOLK 29 9 0.18 -0.39 GALVESTON 61 5 3.01 -1.07

ATLANTA 49 6 5.14 0.12 NORTH PLATTE 29 6 0.12 -0.27 HOUSTON 59 7 5.07 1.39

AUGUSTA 49 4 1.40 -3.10 OMAHA/EPPLEY 31 9 0.06 -0.71 LUBBOCK 45 7 0.01 -0.49

COLUMBUS 52 5 5.46 0.68 SCOTTSBLUFF 31 7 0.16 -0.38 MIDLAND 48 5 1.00 0.47

MACON 50 4 3.20 -1.80 VALENTINE 30 9 0.19 -0.11 SAN ANGELO 50 5 3.30 2.49

SAVANNAH 53 4 1.45 -2.50 NV ELKO 29 3 0.96 -0.18 SAN ANTONIO 56 6 3.99 2.33

HI HILO 72 1 2.07 -7.67 ELY 31 6 0.67 -0.07 VICTORIA 59 6 2.07 -0.37

HONOLULU 74 1 0.56 -2.17 LAS VEGAS 51 4 0.00 -0.59 WACO 51 5 4.23 2.33

KAHULUI 73 1 0.00 -3.74 RENO 39 5 1.54 0.48 WICHITA FALLS 47 7 2.24 1.12

LIHUE 74 2 4.17 -0.42 WINNEMUCCA 31 1 0.75 -0.08 UT SALT LAKE CITY 33 4 1.79 0.42

ID BOISE 35 5 2.72 1.33 NH CONCORD 26 6 2.86 -0.11 VT BURLINGTON 24 6 1.96 -0.26

LEWISTON 36 2 1.75 0.61 NJ ATLANTIC CITY 39 7 2.34 -1.26 VA LYNCHBURG 39 4 2.22 -1.32

POCATELLO 29 5 1.64 0.50 NEWARK 37 6 2.89 -1.09 NORFOLK 47 7 1.80 -2.13

IL CHICAGO/O'HARE 30 8 1.86 0.11 NM ALBUQUERQUE 40 4 0.40 -0.09 RICHMOND 43 7 1.73 -1.82

MOLINE 29 8 0.70 -0.88 NY ALBANY 29 7 2.26 -0.22 ROANOKE 41 5 1.69 -1.54

PEORIA 31 9 1.20 -0.30 BINGHAMTON 27 5 3.04 0.46 WASH/DULLES 38 6 1.85 -1.20

ROCKFORD 28 9 1.23 -0.18 BUFFALO 30 6 4.42 1.26 WA OLYMPIA 37 -1 8.72 1.18

SPRINGFIELD 34 9 1.48 -0.14 ROCHESTER 30 6 3.32 0.98 QUILLAYUTE 40 -1 15.59 1.94

IN EVANSVILLE 38 7 3.39 0.48 SYRACUSE 31 8 3.88 1.28 SEATTLE-TACOMA 40 -1 6.83 1.70

FORT WAYNE 29 5 3.09 1.04 NC ASHEVILLE 41 5 3.85 -0.21 SPOKANE 30 3 1.81 -0.01

INDIANAPOLIS 34 8 3.48 1.00 CHARLOTTE 45 3 2.28 -1.72 YAKIMA 30 1 1.17 0.00

SOUTH BEND 29 6 2.97 0.70 GREENSBORO 43 5 1.68 -1.86 WV BECKLEY 36 6 3.35 0.12

IA BURLINGTON 31 8 0.29 -1.02 HATTERAS 51 5 5.03 -0.81 CHARLESTON 38 5 2.10 -1.15

CEDAR RAPIDS 26 8 0.39 -0.66 RALEIGH 46 6 1.96 -2.06 ELKINS 34 5 1.79 -1.64

DES MOINES 31 11 0.42 -0.61 WILMINGTON 50 4 1.77 -2.75 HUNTINGTON 38 5 2.16 -1.05

DUBUQUE 24 7 1.25 -0.03 ND BISMARCK 23 13 0.30 -0.15 WI EAU CLAIRE 20 8 0.56 -0.48

SIOUX CITY 27 8 0.52 -0.07 DICKINSON 24 10 0.12 -0.25 GREEN BAY 24 8 1.40 0.19

WATERLOO 24 8 1.39 0.55 FARGO 20 13 0.58 -0.18 LA CROSSE 24 8 1.08 -0.11

KS CONCORDIA 34 7 0.32 -0.34 GRAND FORKS 16 11 0.38 -0.30 MADISON 26 9 1.40 0.15

DODGE CITY 37 7 0.07 -0.55 JAMESTOWN 20 11 0.10 -0.52 MILWAUKEE 28 7 1.37 -0.48

GOODLAND 35 7 0.09 -0.34 MINOT 23 13 0.09 -0.56 WAUSAU 21 8 1.04 -0.05

HILL CITY 35 9 0.01 -0.46 WILLISTON 21 13 0.10 -0.44 WY CASPER 28 6 0.67 0.09

TOPEKA 37 10 0.02 -0.93 OH AKRON-CANTON 31 6 3.38 0.89 CHEYENNE 33 7 0.13 -0.32

WICHITA 38 8 0.03 -0.81 CINCINNATI 35 5 5.39 2.47 LANDER 28 8 0.44 -0.08

KY JACKSON 40 6 4.86 1.30 CLEVELAND 32 6 3.21 0.73 SHERIDAN 28 7 0.35 -0.42

Based on 1971-2000 normals *** Not Available
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Snow analysis and data (plotted values, in inches) are provided by
 NOAA's National Operational Hydrologic Remote Sensing Center (NOHRSC).

Agricultural Weather Assessments
World Agricultural Outlook Board

National Agricultural Summary 
February 6 – 12, 2012 

 Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 
 

Temperatures in the heart of the nation were cooler than normal 
during the week, while readings in the West, the Great Lakes 
region, and the Northeast were above average.  Most notably, 
temperatures in eastern Colorado averaged more than 15°F, aided 
by the arrival of an Arctic cold front late in the week.  
Precipitation was scarce across much of the country, but portions 
of the Rocky Mountains, central Great Plains, Florida, and Texas 
received more than twice the normal weekly precipitation. 
 
Despite a late-week drop in overnight temperatures that damaged 
some vegetable crops, weekly average temperatures in Florida 
were above normal.  Except for central and southern portions of 
the state, where rainfall totaled up to 2.5 inches, precipitation was 
scarce during the week.  Winter wheat in Escambia and Rosa 
Counties was reported in favorable condition.  Tomato producers 
in Gadsden County were laying plastic in preparation for spring 
planting, while tomato and potato growers were busy treating late 
blight in many fields.  Citrus growers harvested early and mid-
season oranges, as the grapefruit, temple, and Valencia harvest 
began to gain speed. 
 
Isolated areas of East Texas and the Lower Valley received up to 
2 inches of rainfall during the week, while trace amounts of 
moisture were recorded in remaining regions of the state.  Dry, 
windy conditions persisted over much of the Plains and Trans-
Pecos regions.  A lack of available soil moisture continued to 
negatively impact winter wheat on the High Plains and Northern 
Low Plains.  Conversely, recent rainfall in eastern and southern 

portions of the state helped to improve barley, oat, and wheat 
crops.  Row crop producers were busy cultivating fields for corn 
and sorghum planting, while some cotton producers were pre-
watering and laying rows.  Vegetable growers in North East Texas 
were planting greens, onions, and potatoes, while producers in 
South Texas were harvesting cabbage.  Wet fields in the Lower 
Valley delayed the citrus, sugarcane, and vegetable harvests. 
 
Temperatures in Arizona were above normal during the week, 
with only a trace of rain reported at two of the 21 weather stations 
across the state.  Alfalfa hay harvest continued in limited 
locations, while small grain seeding was nearing completion.  A 
variety of fruit and vegetable crops continued to be shipped from 
central and western growers. 
 
Mild, dry weather prevailed across California early in the week, 
but gave way to light showers that covered much of the state.  
Dryland grain crops showed improved growth, despite the need 
for additional moisture.  Some wheat fields were re-seeded due to 
previously dry conditions.  Herbicide applications were made to 
hay and small grain fields, while ground preparation and 
fertilization continued for spring planting.  Maintenance activities 
continued in stone fruit orchards.  Recent rainfall aided weed 
control and dormant spray applications.  Early bloom was reported 
in plum trees, as well as almond trees in the southern growing 
regions.  Bees were moved into almond orchards, while growers 
were irrigating, planting, and pruning pistachio and walnut 
orchards.  
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February 9 ENSO Update 

 

 

Figure 1: Area-averaged upper-ocean heat content anomaly (°C) in the equatorial Pacific (5°N-5°S, 180°-100°W).  The heat 
content anomaly is computed as the departure from the 1982-2004 base period pentad means. 

 

ENSO Alert System Status: La Niña Advisory 

 

Synopsis: La Niña is likely to transition to ENSO-neutral conditions during March-May 2012.   

A mature La Niña continued during January 2012, as below-

average sea surface temperatures (SST) persisted across the 

equatorial Pacific Ocean.  The weekly SST indices remained 

near -1.0oC in the Niño-3.4 and Niño-4 regions.  However, 

the negative SST anomalies weakened in the far eastern 

Pacific, indicated by warming in the Niño-1+2 and Niño-3 

regions.  The oceanic heat content (average temperature in 

the upper 300m of the ocean) anomalies also weakened 

slightly (figure 1), but continued to reflect an extensive area 

of below-average subsurface temperatures east of the Date 

Line.  Also, anomalous low-level easterly and upper-level 

westerly winds persisted over the central and west-central 

Pacific.  Convection remained suppressed in the western and 

central Pacific, and enhanced over Indonesia.  Collectively, 

the oceanic and atmospheric patterns reflect a weak-to-

moderate strength La Niña. 

A majority of models predict La Niña to weaken through the 

rest of the Northern Hemisphere winter 2011-12, and then to 

dissipate during the spring 2012.  Also, there is evidence of a 

downwelling phase of an eastward-propagating oceanic 

Kelvin wave, which may increase temperatures across the 

Pacific in the next couple of months.  The combination of a 

weakening subsurface temperature anomaly, the historical 

seasonal evolution, and forecaster preference for the average 

dynamical model prediction favors a return to ENSO-neutral 

conditions during the Northern Hemisphere spring, which are 

likely to continue into the summer.  Therefore La Niña is 

likely to transition to ENSO-neutral conditions during 

March-May 2012 (see CPC/IRI consensus forecast). 

Because the strength of impacts in the United States is not 

necessarily related to the exact strength of La Niña in the 

tropical Pacific, we expect La Niña impacts to continue 

even as the episode weakens.  Over the U.S. during 

February-April 2012, there is an increased chance of above-

average temperatures across the south-central and 

southeastern U.S., and below-average temperatures in the 

northwestern U.S.  Also, above-average precipitation is 

favored across most of the northern tier of states (except the 

north-central U.S.) and in the Ohio and Tennessee Valleys, 

and drier-than-average conditions are more likely across the 

southern tier of the United States (see 3-month seasonal 

outlook released on 19 January 2012). 

This discussion is a consolidated effort of the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 

NOAA’s National Weather Service, and their funded 

institutions.  Oceanic and atmospheric conditions are 

updated weekly on the Climate Prediction Center web site 

(El Niño/La Niña Current Conditions and Expert 

Discussions).  Forecasts for the evolution of El Niño/La 

Niña are updated monthly in the Forecast Forum section of 

CPC’s Climate Diagnostics Bulletin.  The next ENSO 

Diagnostics Discussion is scheduled for 8 March 2012.  To 

receive an e-mail notification when the monthly ENSO 

Diagnostic Discussions are released, please send an e-mail 

message to: ncep.list.enso-update@noaa.gov. 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml
http://iri.columbia.edu/climate/ENSO/currentinfo/figure1.html
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/90day/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/90day/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/enso.shtml
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/enso.shtml
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/CDB/Forecast/forecast.shtml
mailto:ncep.list.enso-update@noaa.gov
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For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov 

International Weather and Crop Summary 
 

February 5-11, 2012 
 International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided by USDA/WAOB 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

EUROPE:  An arctic air mass threatened exposed winter 
crops from northern France into northwestern Poland and 
posed a risk to unharvested citrus along the Mediterranean 
Coast. 
 
WESTERN FSU:  Most winter crops remained adequately 
insulated from bitter cold weather. 
 
MIDDLE EAST:  Additional rain and snow maintained 
excellent prospects for winter grains from Turkey into northern 
Iran. 
 
NORTHWESTERN AFRICA:  Rain and snow boosted 
moisture reserves for vegetative wheat and barley in central 
and eastern crop districts, although cold weather threatened 
temperature-sensitive crops. 
 
SOUTH ASIA:  Cool weather favored reproductive winter 
wheat and ripening winter rapeseed in northern India. 
 
 

EAST ASIA:  Showers in the southeast boosted moisture 
supplies for early double-crop rice cultivation, which begins 
next month. 
 
SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Consistent rainfall across the 
Philippines and Indonesia promoted favorable prospects for 
grains. 
 
AUSTRALIA:  Somewhat drier weather favored summer 
crop development and helped ease local flooding. 
 
SOUTH AFRICA:  Scattered showers brought some relief 
from warmth and dryness to reproductive to filling corn, but 
pockets of dryness lingered. 
 
ARGENTINA:  Locally heavy rain benefited immature 
summer crops in most major production areas. 
 
BRAZIL:  Pockets of dryness lingered in the south, although 
Rio Grande do Sul picked up some much-needed rain for later-
planted soybeans and corn. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rain & 
Snow  

 

Showers Beneficial Rain 
(Indonesia, Philippines) 
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(Argentina) 
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Drier 

Arctic Air Mass 
(Europe) 

Scattered 
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(Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil) 

Rain & 
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Warm & Dry 
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