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HIGHLIGHTS

March 11 - 17, 2012

Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB

H istoric and nearly unprecedented early-season warmth
covered most areas from the Plains to the East Coast,
promoting rapid development of winter wheat and other
crops, including fruits. Weekly temperatures ranged from
20 to 30°F above normal in the Midwest and averaged at
least 10°F above normal in all other areas east of the
Rockies, except across Florida’s peninsula. In fact, near-
to below-normal temperatures were limited to areas along
the Pacific Coast. Meanwhile, northern and central
California experienced an impressive period of stormy

(Continued on page 5)
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| CANADIAN PRAIRIES

In  February, warmer- and drier-than-normal weather
continued throughout the Prairies. Monthly average
temperatures were 3 to 6°C above normal in most major
agricultural areas, the exception being southern Alberta,
where temperatures averaged closer to normal. However, in
spite of the generally warm pattern that dominated during the
month, the region experienced 2 outbreaks of bitter cold
(lows falling below -20°C), one around February 10 and the

other toward month’s end. Snow cover offered some
protection to overwintering grains and pastures in Manitoba
but snow was patchy to non-existent in large parts of
Saskatchewan and Alberta during both events. In addition to
depleting the protective layer of snow cover, the warmth and
dryness further increased drought concerns throughout the
Prairies, as precipitation totaled below 10 mm in nearly all
major farming districts for the entire month.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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SOUTHEASTERN CANADA
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The trend of warmer-than-normal weather that has affected
eastern Canada since last autumn continued during the month
of February. On average, Ontario experienced unseasonable
warmth nearly every day, resulting in monthly average
temperatures of 2 to 4°C or more above normal. Low
temperatures occasionally fell below -20°C, but snow cover
offered some protection to overwintering wheat on the coldest
days. Precipitation was near to below normal in western parts
of the province, although an outbreak of locally heavy rain and

snow occurred during the latter part of February. Precipitation
was below normal in Ontario’s eastern districts. In Quebec, a
similar pattern of warmth existed, although a relatively higher
number of seasonably cooler days were observed.
Consequently, more days were seen with nighttime lows below
-20°C but as in Ontario, snow cover offered some protection to
overwintering wheat and pastures. February precipitation was
below normal in Quebec’s agricultural districts, with monthly
totals generally ranging from 15 to 35 mm.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov




Daily Weather Records (ASOS & COOP)
March 11-15, 2012*
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Data courtesy of the U.S. National Climatic Data Center (NCDC)
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*Incomplete due to NCDC system outagMc
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