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 late-week pattern change brought markedly cooler 
weather and much-needed rain to the southern 

Plains.  Rain also fell in parts of the Mid-South and 
Midwest, although light amounts in the latter region were 
insufficient to significantly ease drought.  In parts of 
Texas, however, 2- to 4-inch rainfall totals slowed or 
halted fieldwork but boosted soil moisture for newly 
planted (or soon to be planted) winter grains.  Rainfall also 
exceeded 2 inches across much of western and central 
Arkansas, southwestern Missouri, and some eastern
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The drying trend that began in July continued across the 
Prairies through the month of August, reducing moisture for 
pastures and immature spring crops but aiding early 
harvests.  Monthly rainfall totaled below 25 mm in southern 
Saskatchewan, southern Alberta, and portions of the Peace 
River Valley, representing less than half of the normal 
monthly rainfall for many areas.  Near- to above-normal 
temperatures accompanied the dryness, with daytime highs 
occasionally reaching the middle 30s (degrees C) in 
southern farming areas.  While aiding drydown and

fostering rapid early rates of harvesting, the southern 
warmth and dryness accelerated development of later-
planted crops at the expense of yield potential.  In contrast, 
rain fell more frequently in Manitoba and across northern 
sections of Alberta and Saskatchewan, with total monthly 
accumulations of more than 50 mm maintaining mostly 
favorable conditions for immature spring grains and 
oilseeds.  Temperatures averaged 1 to 2°C above normal in 
these areas as well, rapidly advancing crops toward 
maturity, albeit in the absence of stressful heat.  
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In early August, rain benefited immature summer crops 
and pastures locally across the region.  However, a 
pattern of drier, occasionally warmer weather quickly 
became reestablished, promoting pasture growth and

development of filling to maturing corn and soybeans.  
Nighttime lows fell below 5°C at a few locations during 
the latter half of August but no early freeze was 
reported. 
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