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ctive weather continued in the West, as well as the 
South, East, and lower Midwest.  However, significant 

storminess bypassed the nation’s mid-section, including the 
drought-stricken hard red winter wheat belt.  A rapid-fire 
series of three storms delivered wintry precipitation from the 
Mid-South into the Northeast.  The strongest winter storm, 
the middle of the three weather systems, resulted in 
significant travel disruptions from December 25-27.  Of 
particular note were historic, Christmas Day snow 
accumulations across the Mid-South and a severe
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Hot, mostly dry weather persisted in western and 
southern Australia, favoring uninterrupted winter grain 
harvesting.  Temperatures averaged near to above 
normal (up to 4°C above normal), with maximum 
temperatures approaching 40°C in some areas.  In 
eastern Australia, widespread showers (5-25 mm,

locally more) continued to benefit summer crops, 
increasing topsoil moisture for dryland cotton and 
sorghum while further reducing water requirements for 
irrigated crops.  Temperatures in major summer crop 
producing areas were generally seasonable, with 
maximum temperatures in the 30s (degrees C). 

AUSTRALIA 



January 2, 2013 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 23 
 

 
For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov  

Warmer conditions prevailed across the region, fostering 
development of corn, sugarcane, and other summer crops. 
Weekly average temperatures were 1 to 2°C above normal 
across the corn belt (agricultural districts in and around 
southern Mpumalanga), with highs reaching the lower 30s 
(degrees C) in eastern production areas at week’s end.  
Temperatures briefly reached the middle 30s in western 
production areas (North West and central Free State).  Rainfall 
totaled less than 25 mm in most commercial corn areas, with 
higher amounts generally limited to fringe northern and

southern farming areas.  A second week of warm, mostly dry 
weather (daytime highs in the lower 30s, with rainfall totaling 
less than 10 mm) spurred growth of rain-fed sugarcane in 
KwaZulu-Natal, although additional moisture would be 
welcome for sugar production.  Locally heavy showers (10-50 
mm) lingered over the Cape Provinces, boosting irrigation 
reserves for corn, cotton, and other summer row crops.  
Following scattered, locally heavy showers (3-30 mm) early in 
the week, warm, sunny weather promoted development of tree 
and vine crops in Western Cape. 

SOUTH AFRICA
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Drier conditions prevailed throughout central Argentina, 
although unseasonably heavy rain lingered over southern 
production areas.  Rainfall totaled 25 to 90 mm over central 
and southern Buenos Aries and nearby locations in La Pampa; 
in contrast, little to no rain fell from Cordoba to southern Entre 
Rios and northern Buenos Aires.  Weekly average 
temperatures were near normal throughout central Argentina, 
with daytime highs reaching the middle and upper 30s (degrees 
C) on several days throughout the week.  The warmth spurred 
rapid development of well-watered summer crops and, in the 
drier northern locations, further helped fields to dry out for the 
final stages of fieldwork.  In northern Argentina, rain (25-100

mm) continued in eastern farming areas, including northern 
Santa Fe and southern Chaco, but somewhat drier conditions 
prevailed in the west, with most areas receiving less than 25 
mm.  As in central Argentina, weekly average temperatures 
were generally within 1°C of normal, although daytime highs 
reached 40°C early in the week from northern Cordoba 
northward.  According to Argentina’s Ministry of Agriculture, 
corn and soybeans were 81 and 84 percent planted, 
respectively, as of December 27, lagging last year’s pace for 
both crops.  Winter wheat was 70 percent harvested, an 
increase of 13 points from last week but still 9 points behind 
last year. 

ARGENTINA
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Showers maintained mostly favorable conditions for soybeans 
in the main production areas of southern and central Brazil, 
although pockets of dryness lingered over the northeastern 
interior.  Rainfall totaled 25 to 50 mm (local amounts 
approaching 100 mm) from Rio Grande do Sul to Mato 
Grosso, extending eastward into the sugarcane and coffee areas 
of Sao Paulo and southwestern Minas Gerais.  Weekly 
temperatures averaging 1 to 3°C above normal (daytime highs 
in the lower and middle 30s degrees C) in these areas fostered 
rapid development of crops growing with adequate to abundant 
levels of moisture.  In contrast, drier conditions dominated a

large section of the northeast, with little to no rain falling from 
central Minas Gerais to the northeastern coast.  For a second 
week, showers were unseasonably light (5 to 25 mm at most 
locations) in the soybean and cotton areas of western Bahia, 
Tocantins, Piaui, and Maranhao.  Weekly temperatures 
averaging 2 to 4°C above normal (daytime highs in the middle 
and upper 30s) exacerbated the effects of the dryness on 
developing crops and necessitated the immediate return of 
seasonal rainfall.  Along the northeast coast, where drier 
conditions are expected this time of year, the warmth and 
dryness supported sugarcane and cocoa harvesting. 
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Daily Weather Records (ASOS & COOP)

Joint Agricultural Weather Facility
World Agricultural Outlook Board

Winter Wheat

Minor

Major
Record Type

h Snow   

ÔÕ Pcp     

" Tmax  

XX Tmin         

Data courtesy of the U.S. National Climatic Data Center  (NCDC)
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