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HIGHLIGHTS

February 17 — 23, 2013

Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB

late-winter storm provided much-needed moisture

for rangeland, pastures, and winter wheat on February
20-21 across the central and southern Plains. However,
heavy, wind-driven snow stressed livestock and disrupted
travel on the central Plains. Before the storm weakened,
snow spread into the Midwest, with the heaviest amounts
observed in the middle Mississippi Valley. Storm-total
precipitation totaled an inch or more from Oklahoma and
parts of Kansas into the southern Corn Belt.
Meanwhile, heavy rain (2 inches or more) fell from the

(Continued on page 3)
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AUSTRALIA

Scattered showers (5-35 mm, locally more) in southern

Queensland and northern New South Wales continued to benefit
immature cotton and sorghum. Pockets of dryness may have
increased local irrigation demands for immature summer crops,

but these dry pockets also spurred maturation of the earliest
planted summer crops.

Temperatures in eastern Australia
averaged near to slightly below normal, with maximum

temperatures generally in the upper 20s to middle 30s degrees C.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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SOUTH AFRICA

Total Precipitation (mm)
FEB 17 - 23, 2013
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SOUTH AFRICA |

Unseasonable warmth and dryness fostered rapid
development of rain-fed summer crops throughout most
commercial farming areas in the eastern half of the country.
Little to no rain fell over a large section of the corn belt
(North West to Mpumalanga) and only a few outlying
production areas recorded more than 10 mm. Weekly
temperatures averaging 1 to 4°C above normal — with
daytime highs reaching the upper 30s (degrees C) in outlying
northern and western production areas — sped development

of corn and other summer crops, while exacerbating the
effects of the dryness on reproductive crops in parched
western production areas. Warm, sunny weather also
promoted development of sugarcane in rain-fed production
areas of southern KwaZulu-Natal, which has experienced
recent weeks of beneficial rain. Similar conditions prevailed
in the Cape Provinces, spurring growth of irrigated crops. In
Western Cape, the return to drier conditions favored
harvesting of early maturing tree and vine crops.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Total Precipitation (mm)
FEB 17 - 23, 2013

PACIFIC
OCEAN

CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA
Computer generated contours
Based on preliminary data

s,
2 o,
:
3

B
v &

%‘ﬂm-m oF o

Mol w1\

| ARGENTINA

Rainfall intensified throughout key farming areas of central
and northern Argentina, increasing moisture for summer
grains, oilseeds, and cotton. Amounts ranged from 25 to 100
mm over a broad area stretching from northern Buenos Aires
to Chaco and Salta. The affected region included high-
yielding corn and soybean areas in the vicinity of the lower
Parana River Valley (northern Buenos Aires, Santa Fe, and
Entre Rios) and nearly the entire northern cotton belt.
According to Argentina’s Ministry of Agriculture, sunflower
harvesting was virtually complete in the country’s northern
production area, mitigating the impact of the rain on regional
fieldwork. Cooler conditions accompanied the moisture, with

weekly temperatures averaging 1 to 3°C below normal;
daytime highs occasionally reached the upper 30s (degrees C)
in the north but on other days maximum temperatures were in
the 20s. In contrast to improved conditions for crops in the
aforementioned areas, unseasonably dry conditions (rainfall
totaling below 10 mm in most areas) persisted in southern
farming areas of La Pampa, Buenos Aires, and Cordoba,
despite the change to a wetter weather pattern enjoyed by most
of the region. Weekly average temperatures were near to
slightly below average in these areas, with nighttime lows
below 10°C slowing development of summer grains and
oilseeds.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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BRAZIL
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| BRAZIL

Beneficial rain continued throughout much of southern and
central Brazil, maintaining mostly favorable conditions for
soybeans and corn. Rainfall totaled 25 to 100 mm from Rio
Grande do Sul to Sao Paulo and in Mato Grosso while lighter
rain (less than 25 mm) continued for a second week over
large sections of Mato Grosso do Sul and Goias. Though
favoring soybean harvesting, the drier conditions in these
areas reduced moisture for second-crop (safrinha) corn,
currently in vegetative stages of development. Meanwhile, a
third week of unseasonably light rainfall (well below 25 mm
at many locations) affected western Bahia and nearby

locations in Tocantins, Piaui, and Maranhao. The dryness in
these areas was untimely for main-season soybeans and
cotton, as well as a relatively minor percentage of safrinha
corn and cotton. The dryness extended eastward to the coast,
supporting sugarcane harvesting, but scattered showers
(locally in excess of 25 mm) were recorded elsewhere in the
northeast, boosting local irrigation reserves.  Weekly
temperatures averaged 1 to 3°C above normal throughout
Brazil’s main summer row crop areas, with daytime highs
reaching the upper 30s (degrees C) in some of the driest parts
of the northeastern interior.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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