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In southern Queensland and northern New South Wales,
soaking rains (10-30 mm or more) during the first half of the
week yielded to sunny skies later in the week, favoring early
winter crop development. In the wake of last week’s
beneficial rainfall, scattered showers (5-15 mm) in southern
New South Wales and northern Victoria further increased
topsoil moisture for wheat, barley, and canola, aiding
germination and emergence. In South Australia, widespread

showers (8-25 mm or more) fell for a second consecutive
week, benefiting winter grains and oilseeds.  Similarly,
scattered showers (5-20 mm, locally more) in Western
Australia maintained favorable conditions for wheat, barley,
and canola development. Temperatures averaged near normal
throughout most of the Australia wheat belt, except in southern

Queensland where temperatures averaged 1 to 3°C below
normal.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Drier weather aided corn and soybean harvesting after a
brief period of wetness. Rain (2-20 mm) lingered over the
south and northeast (La Pampa and Buenos Aires to
Misiones) on May 19 and 20, but dry, generally sunny
weather dominated for the remainder of the week.
However, unseasonably cool weather in the wake of the
rain-producing system slowed the drying process. Weekly
temperatures averaged as much as 3°C below normal, with

sections of Buenos Aires recording daytime highs below
20°C; temperatures reached the middle 20s (degrees C) in
traditionally warmer northern areas. Freezes were recorded
as far north as central Cordoba, but no new areas
experienced their first autumn freeze.  According to
Argentina’s Ministry of Agriculture, corn and soybeans
were 65 and 90 percent harvested, respectively, ahead of
last year’s pace for both crops.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Showers continued in southern Brazil, maintaining conditions (highs from 25-30°C) to the north. Meanwhile,
favorable levels of moisture for immature secondary  dry, unseasonably warm weather (temperatures averaging 1-

(safrina) corn. Rainfall totaled 10 to 45 mm as far north as
Mato Grosso and Sao Paulo, with similar amounts
extending eastward to Espirito Santo and Rio de Janeiro.
Although the moisture in and around eastern Minas Gerais
was untimely for maturing coffee, as well as for sugarcane
harvesting in parts of Sao Paulo, the rain was overall
beneficial for the second corn crop. Much of the south
recorded weekly average temperatures within 1°C of
normal, with cool conditions in Rio Grande do Sul (daytime
highs in the lower 20s degrees C) and somewhat warmer

3°C above normal, with daytime highs in the lower and
middle 30s) dominated major farming areas of central
Brazil, notably important safrinha corn and cotton areas
stretching from Mato Grosso to Bahia. Although expected
this time of year, the dryness, combined with the
unseasonable warmth, is reducing moisture reserves for
late-season development of second-crop corn and cotton. In
contrast, seasonal showers increased along the northeastern
coast, boosting moisture reserves for sugarcane, cocoa, and
other regionally important crops.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Showers intensified over the southern plateau, increasing
moisture for corn and other rain-fed summer crops. Rainfall
totaled 10 to 50 mm from Jalisco eastward through Puebla,
although accumulations were patchy in some locations. The
moisture was timely for summer crop germination but
additional rain will be needed to ensure uniform emergence
and proper establishment. Showers were scattered elsewhere
throughout southern and southeastern Mexico as well, boosting
moisture for crops and reservoirs. Locally heavy rain

(amounts in excess of 50 mm) fell in the northeast, extending
as far west as eastern Chihuahua. The moisture came too late
for winter grains but provided a timely boost in moisture
reserves for livestock and irrigated crops, including cotton,
though above-normal temperatures (1-3°C above normal, with
daytime highs locally in excess of 40°C) maintained high
evaporative losses. In the northwest, dry, warmer-than-normal
weather hastened development of irrigated crops while aiding
drydown and harvesting of winter wheat and corn.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Warm, showery weather overspread the Prairies, aiding  which for many locations is past the optimum planting period.
development of summer crops and pastures. Most areas  Weekly average temperatures were near to above normal in
recorded rainfall below 25 mm, although higher amounts were ~ most areas, with freezes becoming more widely scattered.
concentrated in Alberta’s western production areas and from Even though average temperatures were as much as 3°C above
southeastern Saskatchewan to the Red River. According to  normal in places, daytime highs were generally in the lower
reports emanating from Canada, fieldwork is progressing but  and middle 20s (degrees C), marking a decline from the past 2
local pockets of wetness are sustaining delays; most regions  weeks of unseasonable warmth. The average date of the last
will not see a completion in planting before the end of May,  spring frost has passed for most areas.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Mild, showery weather maintained generally favorable  0°C reported in southwestern Ontario; the average date of
conditions for crops and pastures. Rainfall totaled 10 to 50  the last spring freeze for this area is in early May, and the
mm across the region, as wet weather lingered for much of  lateness of this frost raised concerns for potential damage to
the week. Weekly average temperatures were near to emerged corn and soybeans. According to Ontario’s
slightly above normal, with daytime highs mostly ranging in Ministry of Agriculture and Food, corn planting was nearly
the middle and upper 20s (degrees C). However, cooler  complete as of May 22, and early planted soybeans had
weather developed at week’s end, with nighttime lows near ~ begun to emerge.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Heavy Rain Batters Italy Corn Areas

PercentzofzxNormal Precipitationg
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Figure 1. Percent-of-normal precipitation for the period March 1 — May 28, 2013 (Italy corn: planting). The inset on the

lower left depicts corn production areas (data courtesy of Eurostat); dark blue denotes primary corn districts.

Persistent, locally excessive rainfall has battered northern Italy
since the beginning of spring, with periods of heavy precipitation
dating back to the beginning of the calendar year. While the
moisture has been a boon to reservoirs and irrigation reserves for
warm-season crops, the unrelenting rainfall caused widespread
spring fieldwork delays and flooding.

After a favorable start to the winter, a change in the weather pattern
resulted in an abrupt increase in rainfall. An active southern storm
track along with a persistent southerly flow brought abundant
Mediterranean moisture to the region. Precipitation rates were
enhanced by topography, as moisture surging up from the south
encountered the higher terrain of the Alps and its foothills, causing
heavy downpours on the windward (southern) side of the
mountains. Rain has been particularly heavy during the spring
(Figure 1), with most primary corn areas receiving two to three
times the long-term average. In addition, some of the rain has
fallen in the presence of occasionally severe thunderstorms, with
large hail, damaging winds, and tornadoes. Corn is typically
planted in Italy during March and April, and producers likely
struggled to get into water-logged fields during that period.

Historically, the spring wetness of 2013 is unparalleled in recent
years in northeastern Italy. As seen in Figure 2, the 2013 season-
to-date rainfall (522 mm since March 1) far eclipsed the previous
mark of 317 mm set in 1991. Even more notable, the year-to-date
rainfall of 690 mm is more than double the norm (214 percent) and
represents a remarkable 81 percent of the total yearly normal
rainfall.

The full extent of crop impacts is not yet known. A short reprieve
from wetness may allow fields to sufficiently dry for late corn
planting, although the outlook indicates the wet weather pattern
will persist for the foreseeable future. Overall, the excessive
wetness does not bode well for corn prospects in northern Italy.

Northeast Italy
Total Precipitation: March 1 to May 28
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Figure 2. Regional-average cumulative precipitation for
northeastern ltaly’s corn areas for spring (to-date), dating

back to 1983. 2013 is on the far right.




U.S. PASTURE AND RANGE Condition Index
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U.S. rangeland and pastures began the year with the lowest conditions during the 1995-2013 period of record. However, ongoing
precipitation across much of the Plains and Midwest has resulted in significant improvement in rangeland and pasture conditions. By May
26, this year moved into a tie with 2002 for the lowest condition on record for that date. However, in other years with a low pasture and
range condition index—including 2002, 2006, and 2012—conditions were already in decline by late May.
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