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| SOUTHEAST ASIA |

Monsoon rains (25-50 mm) in Thailand maintained adequate
moisture supplies for rice in all but the northern growing areas
where seasonal (since May 1) rainfall deficits of 50 mm were
occurring. More consistent rainfall would be welcomed in all
areas as the seasonal lull in the monsoon approaches (typically
occurring in mid-July). In Vietnam, relatively consistent
monsoon rains in the south have kept rice adequately watered as
the crop begins to mature. In northern Vietnam, Tropical
Cyclone Bebinca reportedly dissipated before making landfall
near the Red River Delta. However, the storm managed to
produce localized flooding from upwards of 300 mm of rain as
the remnants moved ashore. Meanwhile in the Philippines,

seasonal rainfall (25-150 mm, locally more) kept soil moisture
and irrigation supplies adequate to abundant for rice and corn.
Meanwhile, Tropical Cyclone Rumbia (maximum sustained
winds of 40 knots) moved across the eastern Visayas and
through southern Luzon late in the week, producing 1-day
rainfall totals in excess of 100 mm prior to exiting into the South
China Sea. Elsewhere in the region, increased rainfall across
central Sumatra reduced smoke related to burning activities,
while oil palm harvesting across Indonesia and Malaysia
progressed with few weather related delays. Rainfall in Java,
Indonesia, tapered off a bit (25 mm) but still maintained
excessive wetness and concerns for rice and other grain quality.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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| AUSTRALIA |

In Western Australia, widespread showers (5-20 mm) fell
across western portions of the wheat belt, aiding winter grain
and oilseed establishment. However, generally dry weather in
eastern parts of Western Australia reduced topsoil moisture for
vegetative winter grains and oilseeds. In the eastern wheat
belt, more widely scattered showers (5-25 mm) fell across

South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and Queensland,
maintaining local moisture supplies for wheat, barley, and
canola. Periods of sun and mild weather also aided crop
development in these states. Temperatures throughout the
Australian wheat belt were generally seasonable, averaging
within 1°C of normal in most locations.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Dry, occasionally warm weather maintained generally
favorable conditions for seasonal fieldwork. Virtually no rain
fell in the country’s main agricultural areas, including the
northeast, where rainfall was confined to easternmost farming
areas of Misiones. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 2°C
above normal in the south and northwest (La Pampa and
central Buenos Aires to Salta), with daytime highs ranging
from the upper teens (degrees C) in central Buenos Aires to the
lower 30s in the north. Weekly average temperatures were

near to slightly below normal in the northeast, with highs
generally in the lower and middle 20s. The coldest weather
occurred during the early part of the week, with temperatures
falling below -5°C on several days in central Buenos Aires.
According to Argentina’s Ministry of Agriculture, corn was 88
percent harvested as of June 27 versus 80 percent at this time
last year. Peanuts were 93 percent harvested, slightly ahead of
last year. In addition, winter wheat was 54 percent planted, 7
points ahead of last year’s pace.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Persistent, untimely wetness kept corn, winter wheat, and other
crops unseasonably wet in southern Brazil. Rainfall exceeded
25 mm from northern Rio Grande do Sul to southern Mato
Grosso, with amounts totaling more than 100 mm in western
Parana and southern Mato Grosso do Sul. It was the second
consecutive week of heavy rain in the region, which has been
trending wetter than normal for most of the month of June; this
latest bout of wetness compounded problems with fieldwork,
including late winter wheat planting and treatment for pests
and diseases, and likely flooded low-lying fields. The rain was
also untimely for sugarcane harvesting in Sao Paulo and
nearby production areas of Mato Grosso do Sul and Parana,

though more northerly production areas recorded lighter
amounts (less than 25 mm). Elsewhere, drier conditions —
accompanied by weekly average temperatures up to 4°C above
normal — prevailed in most southeastern coffee areas (notably
Minas Gerais and Espirito Santo), aiding maturation and early
harvesting. Similar conditions were recorded in the central
and northeastern interior (eastern Mato Grosso eastward
through Tocantins), speeding development of secondary
(safrinha) corn and cotton. Meanwhile, mild, showery weather
(rainfall totaling 10-50 mm, with daytime highs approaching
30°C) continued along the northeastern coast, increasing
moisture for sugarcane and cocoa.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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| MEXICO |

Showers continued throughout much of the south, increasing
moisture for corn and other rain-fed summer crops. Rainfall
totaled 10 to 50 mm in most areas from the southern plateau
eastward through the Yucatan Peninsula. The decline in
rainfall from the previous week was favorable for crops in
the Gulf Coast region — including sugarcane — after the
flooding rains generated by Tropical Storm Barry. Farther
west, tropical showers (25-100 mm) developed in and around
Nayarit, and monsoon rain (locally greater than 25 mm)

intensified along the western Sierras. Satellite rainfall
estimates depicted heavy shower activity in southwestern
Chihuahua and nearby locations in Sonora and Sinaloa,
benefiting reservoirs critical to local crop production.
However, mostly dry, warmer-than-normal weather (weekly
temperatures averaging 1-2°C above normal, with daytime
highs locally in excess of 40°C) prevailed elsewhere across
the north, maintaining high moisture requirements for crops
and livestock.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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CANADIAN PRAIRIES
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| CANADIAN PRAIRIES

Warmer weather boosted development of spring grains and
oilseeds following an extended spell of unseasonably mild
weather. Weekly average temperatures were 1 to 2°C above
normal across the region, with daytime highs reaching the lower
30s (degrees C) in southern Alberta and the Red River Valley
districts in Manitoba. Drier conditions accompanied the warmth
in the western Prairies, with rainfall totaling 3 to 25 mm in most

farming districts of Alberta and Saskatchewan; the drier
conditions were welcome after last week’s flooding in the
vicinity of Calgary. In contrast, rainfall was above normal
(greater than 25 mm) over most of Manitoba, with amounts in
excess of 100 mm reported in the southwest. Planting was
complete throughout the region, and conditions were generally
favorable for emerging to vegetative spring grains and oilseeds.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Above-normal temperatures spurred rapid development of
summer crops and pastures after several weeks of
unseasonably cool weather. Weekly temperatures averaged 3
to 4°C above normal in southwestern Ontario, where daytime
highs reached the lower 30s (degrees C) early in the week.
Rainfall was near to below normal in this region, with rainfall
generally ranging from 10 to 35 mm. The warmer, drier
conditions favored maturation and drydown of winter wheat,

and conditions should be overall favorable for vegetative to
reproductive corn and soybeans. In contrast, wetter-than-
normal weather (rainfall totaling 25-75 mm) dominated
Quebec and neighboring locations of southeastern Ontario,
where temperatures averaged 1 to 2°C above normal. As in
Ontario, daytime highs reached the lower 30s early in the week
but cooler weather accompanied the rain, with daytime highs
falling to the teens and lower 20s at week’s end.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) published an image, captured on June 30 at 3:20 pm MDT by
the Suomi NPP satellite’'s VIIRS instrument, showing the location of the Yarnell Hill fire—denoted by a red dot—in west-central
Arizona. Later in the day, the fire turned deadly, claiming the lives of 19 firefighters. By early July, the Yarnell Hill fire had also
destroyed 50 structures and burned more than 8,000 acres of vegetation. The satellite image also shows a wider, three-state
area (parts of Arizona, California, and Nevada), including Lake Mead (AZ, NV), the lower Colorado River (AZ and CA), and a
portion of the Salton Sea (CA). Phoenix, AZ, and Las Vegas, NV, are visible. Also apparent are thunderstorms, a sign that the
2013 monsoon season has begun. In fact, the Yarnell Hill fire was ignited by lightning on June 28; fires sparked by dry
thunderstorms are common during the Southwestern transition from the spring dry season to the summer monsoon.
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Department of Agriculture (USDA). Publication began in 1872
as the Weekly Weather Chronicle. It is issued under general
authority of the Act of January 12, 1895 (44-USC 213), 53rd
Congress, 3rd Session. The contents may be redistributed
freely with proper credit.

Correspondence to the meteorologists should be directed to:
Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin, NOAA/USDA, Joint
Agricultural Weather Facility, USDA South Building, Room
4443B, Washington, DC 20250.

Internet URL: http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather

E-mail address: brippey@oce.usda.qov

The Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin and archives are
maintained on the following USDA Internet URL:
http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Weekly/Wwcb/index.htm

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

World Agricultural Outlook Board

Managing Editor Brad Rippey (202) 720-2397

Production Editor Brian Morris (202) 720-3062

International Editor Mark Brusberg (202) 720-3508

Editorial Advisors Charles Wilbur and Brenda Chapin

Agricultural Weather Analysts Harlan Shannon
and Eric Luebehusen

National Agricultural Statistics Service
Agricultural Statistician and State Summaries Editor
Julie Schmidt (202) 720-7621

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

National Weather Service/Climate Prediction Center

Meteorologists David Miskus, Brad Pugh,
and Adam Allgood

(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-Free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339




