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HIGHLIGHTS

September 22 - 28, 2013

Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB

M ild, dry weather for much of the week allowed late-
planted Midwestern corn and soybeans to move
closer to maturity, reducing the likelihood that frost could
pose a significant threat. Late in the week, however, rain
began to overspread some westernmost production areas.
More substantial late-week rain fell across the nation’s
mid-section, slowing or halting fieldwork but providing
beneficial moisture for newly planted winter wheat. Some
of the Plains’ heaviest rain fell across parts of Oklahoma
and Texas, as well as a narrow band stretching from

(Continued on page 5)
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Wet weather prevailed across much of southeastern China
from the remnants of Super Typhoon Usagi. After making
landfall in Guangdong early in the period, Usagi pushed inland
and was swept up by a cold front draped across the Yangtze
Valley. The resulting rainfall (100-200 mm) caused localized
flooding and hampered summer crop harvesting, including rice
that was damaged from hot, dry weather during the growing
season. On the North China Plain, mostly dry weather

prevailed, with a brief period of light rain (1-10 mm)
benefiting filling corn and other late-planted summer crops.
Meanwhile in northeastern China, mild weather and some light
showers (1-10 mm) promoted corn development as localized
frost had no widespread impact. Elsewhere in the region,
warm, mostly dry weather aided rice maturation in South
Korea and Japan, while heavy showers (50-75 mm) in North
Korea provided unfavorable wetness for maturing rice.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Widespread monsoon showers (50-100 mm) maintained
adequate to abundant moisture supplies for rice from
Thailand into Vietnam. The highest rainfall totals (over 100
mm), however, maintained localized flooding in eastern
Thailand and slowed coffee harvesting in central Vietnam.
More flooding occurred in the northeastern Philippines,
where over 600 mm of rain drenched coastal crop areas. The
immense amount of rain occurred with the passage of Super
Typhoon Usagi to the north early in the week and renewed

concerns of damage to rice and corn in parts of western
Luzon. Elsewhere in the Philippines, seasonable showers
(25-100 mm) maintained favorable moisture conditions for
rice and corn. Meanwhile, rainfall continued to increase in
oil palm areas of Malaysia, where upwards of 100 mm
occurred on the peninsula and lesser amounts (25-50 mm) in
Sarawak and Sabah. Similar rainfall amounts occurred in the
adjacent areas of Indonesia — 100 mm in Sumatra and 50 to
75 mm in Kalimantan.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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In Western Australia, warm, showery weather (5-20 mm)
maintained near ideal conditions for winter grains and
oilseeds, which are advancing through the temperature- and
moisture-sensitive  reproductive and filling stages of
development. In southeastern Australia, mostly sunny skies
(generally less than 10 mm) and abundant moisture supplies
maintained good to excellent crop prospects for wheat,
barley, and canola. Mostly dry, unseasonably warm weather

returned to northern New South Wales and southern
Queensland, hastening winter wheat development but likely
spurring summer crop sowing in the wake of last week’s
rainfall. Temperatures in eastern Australia averaged about 2
to 5°C above normal, with maximum temperatures
approaching the middle 30s degrees C in some northern
areas. In southern and western Australia, temperatures
averaged slightly above normal (up to 2°C above normal).

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Rain brought some localized relief from dryness, although
moisture remained limited for development of winter grains
and newly planted summer crops. Rainfall totaled more
than 10 mm over much of central Argentina, with heavier
amounts (greater than 25 mm) recorded at week’s end in La
Pampa as a new system approached the region. However,
little to no rain fell in key farming areas in western and
northern sections of Cordoba, which have yet to receive
suitable amounts of rainfall for agriculture. Dry weather
also persisted in the northwest (including Santiago del
Estero, Salta, and western portions of Chaco and Formosa)

but scattered, locally heavy showers (5-50 mm) increased
moisture for crops — including newly planted corn and
sunflowers — farther east. Weekly temperatures averaged
3 to 4°C below normal throughout the region, with freezes
occurring as far north as Salta on several days during the
first part of the week. The unseasonable cold (temperatures
at or below -2°) slowed winter grain development and
reportedly caused localized damage to vulnerable crops.
According to Argentina’s Ministry of Agriculture,
sunflowers were 15 percent planted as of September 26
versus 34 percent last year.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Locally heavy rain continued in sections of southern Brazil,
maintaining ample moisture for germination and
establishment of corn and soybeans but disrupting winter
wheat harvests. Rainfall totaling 25 to 100 mm extended
from Rio Grande do Sul to southern Sao Paulo, with lighter
amounts (greater than 10 mm) recorded in parts of southern
Minas Gerais. Drier conditions prevailed, however, in Mato
Grosso do Sul and northern Sao Paulo, aiding fieldwork that
included late sugarcane harvesting. Weekly temperatures
averaged near to below normal throughout the
aforementioned areas, with nighttime lows falling below 5°C
in the traditionally cooler locations in and around Santa

Catarina. Dry weather prevailed farther north, the exception
being northern Mato Grosso, where moderate rain (greater
than 25 mm) provided additional moisture for soybean
planting in northern-most production areas. Weekly average
temperatures were 1 to 3°C above normal throughout much
of the northeastern interior, with daytime highs reaching
40°C as far south and east as Minas Gerais. The heat and
dryness are delaying planting of soybeans and other summer
row crops in predominantly rain-fed agricultural areas of
central Brazil, (notably southern Mato Grosso to western
Bahia), although fieldwork typically commences rapidly in
these areas upon the arrival of seasonal rains.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Seasonably drier conditions prevailed across the north due to
the weakening of the monsoon circulation. Little to no rain
was recorded along a line extending from southern Sinaloa and
northern Veracruz northward to the U.S. border. However,
scattered, locally heavy showers (25-100 mm) continued
across the southern plateau, maintaining generally favorable
levels of late-season moisture for summer corn and other rain-
fed summer crops. Similar amounts were recorded along the
southern Pacific Coast and the southeast — including central
and southern Veracruz — but drier conditions prevailed on the

Yucatan Peninsula. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 2°C
above normal throughout much of Mexico, with daytime highs
in the middle and upper 20s (degrees C) fostering development
of filling to maturing crops on the southern plateau.
Temperatures averaged closer to normal in the northwest,
although daytime highs often exceeded 35°C in traditionally
warmer locations of Sonora and northern Sinaloa. Although
seasonal rainfall typically tapers off this time of year in the
northwest, additional rainfall is needed to help reservoirs
recover from several years of below-average levels.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Locally heavy rain slowed harvesting of spring grains and
oilseeds. Rainfall totaled 10 to 50 mm (locally higher) over
large sections of Saskatchewan and Manitoba, ending an
extended period of favorable conditions for spring crop
maturation, drydown, and harvesting. Many locations recorded
heavy rain over a relatively short period of time, likely resulting
in localized lodging.  According to the government of
Saskatchewan, crops were 71 percent harvested as of September

23. In contrast, drier conditions prevailed in Alberta, following
last week’s locally heavy rain. Additionally, weekly
temperatures averaged near to below normal in Alberta and
western Saskatchewan, and sections of the southwestern Prairies
recorded their first autumn freeze. Warmer conditions (weekly
temperatures averaging 2-4°C above normal) prevailed in the
eastern Prairies, with daytime highs reaching the upper 20s
(degrees C) in the Red River Valley.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov
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Mostly dry, albeit cool, weather prevailed in most major
agricultural areas of Ontario and Quebec. Most of the rain that
fell (less than 10 mm, most locations) came at the beginning of
the week as a system was exiting the region; showers were
generally widely scattered and light for the remainder of the

week. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 2°C below normal
across the region, with nighttime lows falling below 5°C at
most locations. Patchy frost was possible in key farming areas
of southwestern Ontario, where low temperatures of 0 to 2°C
were reported, but no widespread freeze was recorded.

For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov




2013 Small Grains Summary

The following information was released by USDA’s Agricultural Statistics Board on September 30, 2013.

All wheat production totaled 2.13 billion bushels in 2013, down 6 percent from 2012. Grain area totaled 45.2 million acres,
down 8 percent from the previous year. The U.S. yield is estimated at a record high of 47.1 bushels per acre, up 0.8 bushel from
the previous year. The levels of production and changes from 2012 by type are winter wheat, 1.53 billion bushels, down 7
percent; other spring wheat, 532 million bushels, down 2 percent; and Durum wheat, 61.5 million bushels, down 26 percent.

Oat production is estimated at 66.0 million bushels, up 3 percent from 2012 but the third lowest production on record. Yield is
estimated at 64.0 bushels per acre, up 2.7 bushels from the previous year. Harvested area, at 1.03 million acres, is slightly below
last year. This is the second-lowest acreage harvested for grain on record.

Barley production is estimated at 215 million bushels, down 2 percent from 2012. Average yield per acre, at 71.7 bushels, is up
3.8 bushels from the previous year. Producers seeded 3.48 million acres in 2013, down 4 percent from last year. Harvested area,
at 3.00 million acres, is down 8 percent from 2012.

Note: This issue (Vol. 100, No. 40) of the Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin was delayed 17 days by the lapse in federal
appropriations that occurred from October 1 — 16, 2013. Two future issues (Vol. 100, Nos. 41 and 42), originally scheduled to
be released on October 8 and 16, respectively, will be published in a stripped-down format that will include basic maps and
tabular information. Volume 100, Number 43, to be issued on its originally scheduled date of October 22, will include multi-
week summaries for the Bulletin’s international areas. Finally, the “National Agricultural Summary” and the “State Agricultural
Summaries” were not prepared for the weeks of September 30 — October 6 and October 7 — 13; the “Crop Progress and
Condition Tables” were not issued for the weeks ending October 6 and 13; and the “September Agricultural Summary” was
cancelled.

The Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin (ISSN 0043-1974) is
jointly prepared by the U.S. Department of Commerce, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA). Publication began in 1872
as the Weekly Weather Chronicle. It is issued under general
authority of the Act of January 12, 1895 (44-USC 213), 53rd
Congress, 3rd Session. The contents may be redistributed
freely with proper credit.

Correspondence to the meteorologists should be directed to:
Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin, NOAA/USDA, Joint
Agricultural Weather Facility, USDA South Building, Room
4443B, Washington, DC 20250.

Internet URL: http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather

E-mail address: brippey@oce.usda.gov
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